
~k*
, \

f1\.:,.r-kl ~1..t.I\'e Jl'fPht.c'U''e ~T""l\.h

4o~t.A ., ,;J&T ,;JUlIJ
FEDERAL NEGARIT GAZETA

OF THE FEDERAL DEMOCRATIC REPUBUC OF ETIllOPIA

v-A.,.11'JOD.}-+rc II
hJlII hOq - ft11:.}-i +'J !Illn O".+f"kf u..~I\'£ Jl""h~c'8.r£~Tof1A.h

f ;"1111"'1Dt)f"T 9'1JC fLT mq-t~T flDlI)

2adYear No. 12 I

ms ABABA-IS'" February,1996

"'dJ-8i

hCP~ 4:~C fi/Iiffl ~.r.
fJ..1..t.1A.-;Jt~ Ah+'-;~ .,.qta.~"7J
hCP~ 1X'ff~

~ 4:~C fi/!jfit~
f Uot-.IA .c:Jt~ hla+'-;~ .,.qta. ",9:9:"7J her}:

01\.:,.r-A'1 Uot-.I\'e Jl'fPht-.c'U''e ~Tlll\.h ih1
oo'}..,,,..:" 'i~ f'-;~'i:" hitlA f+Hoo OODII"'i-;

.e.u,}'i- Oih100'}",,,,,:" f+~;J1m""'} f'-;~'i:" 'i~'i:"

"''''~;J1~ b"7.1laT~:" ODU'~:f''e .,..-;r-T h,}~'i er'i~""
f.-;JtT hla+'-;1.C1 h"?'i:r: 9" fOD'}..,,,..:" hitlA m.e.9"
q"'"..IAIIJ'} +X'b'i 'i~ Oll"'iIJ-~:l"'h'}Jloot."'1:~'" 0001f'i-;

0h.-fr-A'1 u.t.I\'e Jl'fPht.c'U''C ~T1I1\.h ih1

~'}..,,,..:,. h,}+X' !l~(Ii)00U'~:"fDll,b+"''''':f'''''~1A:: .

Ii. h6JJ"Ccbla

.e.UhCP~ uf~1..t.1A '-;~T hla+'-;~ .,.q1a.",9:9:"7J'
hCP~ 4:~C ?!i/!iifit~" +111\-h.m+ll .e.TI\IA:1

I. :"C~III

OH.Uher~ ""ll~ ;
Ii. uf Jl "FA.'} ~4-:"" ",,,,:,. OJl,"-1'1\.,}'i Or''i , ,QC

l.'}of1f+OD"'b+ '1'4-:"""11"';om'}J:1A+bfa ..'4-+I

~'iof: f+~;J1mO:"'1 : 01-(1'1'f1h"'l\~ fDll,U't.,}!
OUC: OV.e.oy't:,. : 01:l"'i OT"'-f:it hoo"'itb:"

h1:lA9' f"7.!1.C..,'} ,mf,'" qtt.,..-;f, f"7J'1-I\I\,}
f,aJ.9" t.1A !

nIJ. ";J
}1.60Unit Price

CONTENTS

Proclamation No. 24/1996
FederalJudicial AdministrationCommission
EstablishmentProclamation Page 125

PROCLAMATIONNO. 24/1996
A PROCLAMATIONTO PROVIDEFOR THE

ESTABUSHMENTOF THE FEDERAL.JUDICIAL
ADMINISTRATIONCOMMISSION

WHEREAS, an independent judiciary is established
underthe Constitutionof the FederalDemocraticRepublicof
Ethiopia;

WHEREAS, one, and the major, of the fundamental
factors that help to realize the constitutionally guaranteed
independence of the judiciary is to have judicial adminis-
tration directedin a way free from the influenceof Govern-
ment organsor officialdom;

NOW,THEREFORE,in accordancewith Article55 (1)
of the Constitution of the Federal Democratic Republic of
Ethiopia,it is herebyproclaimedas follows:
1. Short Tide

This Proclamationmay be\cited as the "Federal Judicial
AdministrationCommissionEstablishmentProclamation
No. 24/1996."

2. Defmitions
In this Proclamation:
1j "Breach ofDiscipline', meansa breachas specifiedin

the Disciplinary and Code of Conduct Rules and
includesajudge whoisfoundguiltyof anoffencehe is
charged with, yields to bribes and go-betweens,
practisesfavouritismon accountof race, religion, sex
and political outlook or frustrates parties to a case
brought before him;
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fl' ".,.AtJ frr., fP't- ~A-;t-'i":"A1'tt:'i"OIJ~il"OIJI\Tn~h:f: <;,~f;,~~'~ManifestIncompetenceand Inefficiency" means
lL,.'i" OP'., 9""'I'lCf.'}oil f+ODl\h+m- ftrr'f,.f1Jl~"t 'Yh~tis specified in the Disciplinary and Code of
P'(;.aJc ,,~ ou.ffD- h"tm,e.4>w- f.}9"tJC""c;:f'fArf: ConpuctRulesand includesajudge who commitsan
";f1r>;J'O;l-'f frr., f ih..,t; ftt:t, 'l1C l1Ch+.}foi~~~ elT()rof law and fact unbecomingto the competence
m,e.gu hO!f..1t}W-'LU Ol\,f. ncbc ftrtf'~jJ~'} by: t~aining and experience which. the profession
~QJ.IJO(;'fAII c;'-' reqUIresor who unduly delays the dISpOSalof cases.

f. f~11'~ hil+;;J!'.C.,.flh. oP**~ 3.' Establishmentof theludical AdministrationCommission

~ f~1..t.1A .«;'1:fhi):;~~':iC-'''fI~(hfUJ O~" ".,.qq.aJc" The .Federal Judicial Administration Commission
hf+t1t\ f°"l,.mt.)(U1iJ h'1'1: T!I:<k"J./.\:I (herel?afterreferred to as "the Commission") is hereby. establIshed.
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4. Members of the Commission

1) The Commission shall have the following members:
(a) the President of the Federal

Supreme Court, Chairman
(b) the Vice-President of the Federal

SupremeCourt "'"'''''''''''''''''.''''~''''' ~ember(s)
. (c) three members of the House' '. .

of Peoples'J.{epresentatives "
(d) the most senior judge of the Federal

SupremeCourt """"'"'''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''' "
(e) the President of the Federal High Court "
(t) the most senior judge of the

Federal High Court "
(g) the President of the Federal

First InstanceCourt , "

2) The Commissionshall select its own Secretaryfrom
amongits members.

3) The Vice--Presidentof the SupremeCourt shall serve
in the Chairman's stead whilehe is absent.

5. PowersandDuties of the Commission
The Commission shall have the following powers and
duties:
1) to select those who qualify for judgeship in accor-

dance with Article 8 of this Proclamation from
among candidates nominated by members of the
Commission;

2) to fOIWardits opinionon the list of RegionalSupreme
andHighCourtcandidate-judges,submittedto it by a
Regional Judicial AdministrationCqmmission pur-
suant to article 81 (4) of the Constitution;

3) to issue the Disciplinaryand Code of Conduct Rules
for federaljudges; ,

4) to decideonthe transfer,salary,allowance,promotion,
medicalbenefitsand.placementof federaljudges;

5) to examineand decide, in accordancewith Article79
(4) of the Constitution, matters presented to it
pursuant to article 9 herein. It may suspend a judge
until the decision is approved by the House of
Peoples' Representatives, subject to details to be
determinedin the Disciplinaryand Code of Conduct
Rules.

6. Meetings of the Commission
1) The Commissionshallhold a regularmeetingonce in

a month; however, it may meet at any time where
found necessary.

2) There.shall be a quorum where a majority of the
membersof the Commissionare present.

3) Decisions of the Commission shall be passed by a
majorityvote;in caseof a tie,however,the Chairman
shallhave a casting vote.

4) A judge who is a member of the Commission, and
againstwhomdisciplinaryproceedingsareinstituted,
may not sit in meetingsof the Commissionwhile his
case is under investigation.
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5) Without prejudice to the 'other provisions of this
Article, the Commission may draw up its own rules
of procedure.

7. Powers and Duties of the Chairman

The Chainnan shall have the following powers and
duties:

I) to direct, as the superior authority, and supervise the
Secret.'\riat of the Commission;

2) to convene the meetings of the Commission;
3) to preside over the meetings of the Commission;
4) to prepare and present to the Commission the profile

of candidate-judges nominated by the members of
the Commission; present to the Prime Minister
candidate-judges selected by the Commission.

., 8. Criteria of Election for Judgeship

I) Any Ethiopianwho:
(a) is loyal to the Constitution;
(b) haslegal trainingor acquiredadequatelegalskill

through experience;
(c) has a goodreputationfor his diligence,senseof

justice and good conduct;
(d) consentsto assumingjudgeship; and
(e) is not under 25 years of age
may be appointedas a federaljudge.

2) No person may simultaneously assume judgeship
whileservinginthe legislativeor executivebranches
of government or while a member of any political
organization.

9. Terminationof Tenure

The tenure of any federaljudge may be tenninated only
on the followinggrounds:
1). upon resignation, subject to a two-month prior

notice;
2) wherehe has attainedthe age of 60;
3) where it is decided that he is incapable of properly

discharginghis duties due to illness;
4) wherehe has committeda breach of discipline:
5) where it is decided that he is of manifest incom-

petence and inefficiency;
6) wherehe has transgressedthe Disciplinaryand Code

of ConductRules for judges.

10. Lodging of Complaints

Any personmaylodge a complaintwiththe Commission
against a federal judge having transgressed what is
provided for under Article9 herein.

11. Oath

Judges shall take the following oath prior to assuming
their duties:

I, , upon my appointmentand assumption
of duty asjudge of Court,on thisday, pledge to
discharge with dedication the heavy responsibility en-
trusted to me.
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12. Repeal

Proclamation No. 23/1992 is hereby repealed.

13. Transfer of rights and ObJigation~

The rights and obligations of the Judicial Administration, - -,'
Commission estaqIished under Proclamation No. 23/
1992 are hereby transferred to the Commission.

14. Effective Date

This Proclamation shall C'Omeinto force as of the ISthday
of February, 1996.

Done at Addis Ababa, this 15thday' of February. 1996

NEGASO GIDADA (DR.)

PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERAL DI;MOCRA TIC
REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA
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