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PROCLAM~'TIONNO.,27/1996 .
A PROC1AMA TION ON THE DEFENCE FORCES OF

THE FEDERAL DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIGOF
. ETHIOPIA

:"

.. WHEREAS, it is found necessary to organize, and to
regulate the administration of, the Defence Fofces of the
Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia; whjc.l)Defence
Forces safeguard the country's sovereignty; embody a fair
representationof Nations,Nationalitiesand Peoples and carry
outtheir functions in a manner free from,po:iticalloyalties;

NOW, THEREFORE,in accordancewith Article 55 (1)
and ('7)of the ConstitUtib~of the FederalDemocraticRepublic
of Ethiopia,it is'herebyproclaimedas follows:

PART 'ONE
General

, "

1. Short Title

This Prpclawation may be ci~ed as ~he "Defence,Forces
prodamation No. 77/1996." .

2. Definiti9ns
In thisProclamation,unlessthe c°n.textotherwiserequires:
1) "Commander" means a person authorized to direct

and administet a military;unit formed at an)' level of
the NationalDefenceForces;

'IX' , .' ':'

\' "

l

. '~;J&T ;;JtLCIJ7".I>J.'I:. "!till!
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!{. "1''l.).iH'C'' mf,ij" "11l1.).it'L'C" 0111\')' 'l\1~.~!.9"
'1-\1'1"1\' fh'lC uohl\hJI lIIJ.).it,h: OJf,"" lIIJ~tit"I:C
~CD':." :,'

e. "fIJlt..'P.'} i','IA" lIIJt\,} Hi','IC uohl\hl.~l-'P.')'
CD.it'J' H*OIO')' ClJ;J'Y.t.'P. kIA..lt\"~1" f'lIIJ.la"",
lIIJ'P'i:m'ij" lam' ~CD':'i"

!!. "UOtl'}1" lIIJt\,} h9"t")'A uo.f. i',t\:1>~ith :(,~t.A '

lIIJiJl."11.:l.it Yt\u}'} fOl/.YfI1:1>AA ~fDo:

?;. ":(,}.t..A uofl'}'}" lIIJl\'} f'OC;JYuC:(,~t.A : flPl:€.C.
:(,~t.A : ft\..,.e: :(~t..A OJf,9" f:(,~t.A lIIJiJl."1Yt\fDo
fJl-It~'C,). hilA ~m' : <, ,.:'4/ .'" ~.,.'" ,. ' .

?;. '''ftJ;J'r.t-.fP...-tfC.r:~~l.')'J'baJt\'1'OILU~'I'~ h14''' rY?;
~{pI.'}:;f07.!i:"!J:~'i:C~: O.'} ~fDo:: f),\ . ~

r" t,"-':A lJ.t\ :"',

Nt\ if):)' f::t..'P.~h 1 A "I Au,}
$

(

c. itl\,,,uo.h~,~Y u:~..'P.'} ~~,~~;€.'1'

01\.')'f'*'Y ~Y..t.I\'P. Jt 'lpht.(\.Y'P. ~T'Ot\.tJ flllJ.If l.fDo
" .

fWIC oohl\h,f jiPl,:.'P.,1' fr.('C ~f,-t\c; fhfC ;".If,A
f,1fe:A::

§. itt\ uouoAnoA

j!. OIl.).it'l:~ Of1.lI.co- HlIIJ.ymnlfDououolI~ uolPl.,1.
t\m;J'f,c~'1' ,O.,:c; t.:P.v.~ flf~. la9':f'} t\.uot\lJ'"A
f,"{'I\A :: ' ' '

~. OILU h'}<1>?\ '}O.it i','}4''''' (j!) UOIPl.T lIIJ.tit1;~

. fOt.ff.C1fDo lJ'"Auo'I\ f,Oth.e"f : l1th.l.lan:fc; fa.11
{1:f'} lIIJ.t,e:«e~tp?t".r\;t..,.". f,l.fc;AI::

C. fuofl'}'}~:'.rAtiol\ flllJ.\l~'(fDo hm;bf.e:f no\lhA
.0;F f,lfc;A:: . . .

~. itt\ :"'J'C

, t\(J);hf.C~T fTqut\UOt\ lIIJ,}~fDolJ'"'lafDolIIJ.tit1;~ OlllJ.Y
mflJfDo nouo~y UOIPl.:" f:"TC'fDoA.t-t.?\lIIJA ::

"j. .. "
}, CD;J-f.t.«e P'Aine:, .. . .

j!. lIIJ'}~(D«lJ'"nflPt.'£-f:hf1A .ffDoTf:Cc; h1A...,f\oT,
.huo:€.no~':;Od.;" uolP~;J-ffl, flf'~ CD;rf.t.'£ P'AfI1c;
f,lafl1tpA :: 'h .' ,

~: Oh1A...,t\""",I\f"fifflPt.'P.T hilA ~1f. hitt.I\1.~-f:
1f'}f}t\.m-tj" Tf\o;J-m. ~f-t1~1t!!1..0A"A" ftJDoY\". , '" . .

uoittJ ~'}Jtlat\'J''} f,f.l.;JA :: .

C. lIIJ'}?'/fDolJ'"flP~1:' hilA lIIJ.tit1;~ flllJ.YCDflJfDo1
uouolI?'/ flllJ.!".7.I\,iJ!f.~:ouofl'}'}~T t\lIIJ1A1A flllJ.Y'
it:ft\fDo'} P'AfI1c; ~1Jt!1~ f,f.l.;JA ::

i' CD;J-f.t.«e:Pt\ uothl\

lIIJ'}?'/m-tJoflPt.«e'T~q!~':oDrPl.;J-,£ fto-Ti:CC: FAfI1
e:fDo'}~'}P,fI1c;4'4' h1A""~-f:1'huo:€.;;o~ ni:,. CD;J-f.t.«e
:J>t\ uothl\ f,t.?\lIIJA ::

".. , -i

~. f~t.'£T hf}~ ..,~;J- ,

lIIJ'}?,/ fDo9" :f lP t.'P.T.hf}~ ih1 tn,'l"'l"!-f:'} .. CD;J-f.t.'P.
ih1:f1 .. f.'}{1:f'} , "'y,~U04!?J:f1c; *lIIJ.-r~tfJl:f'}
flllJtJOC "IY..;J' hl\OT ::

fh1A..,t\"T Uno'}

j!" O?'}~fDo9" flPt.'P.-f: hf}A OCD;J-f.C~T t\h1A..,f\oT
flllJ.4'fI1l.fDo t\i huo;J'T f,1fe:A :: "'~lIIJ~ h1A
Dlt\"T t\uoitfl1:" i',f}t\, t.:J>f.~ hlf~c; lIIJ.tit1;~lJ'"

h.,.,itlllJlIIJ fh.,A"It\":" 1.tl.fDo1 t\lIIJt.lIlJ'" f,:fl\A ::

IflflJ'"flllJ.latnfDoh1A..,ftoT h ~~ (hCf) hlJ'"itT)
"quo:" ~..('lPlnl\K- t\.!Alf'. hf,:fAlJ'" ::

D'

2) "Minister' , or "Ministry" means the Minister or the
",Ministry of National Defence, respectively;"

'3}';'Member of the Defence Forces" means a person
who renders,military services in the National De-
"fenceForces on a permanentbasis;

'4) "Officer" includes those members of the Defence
Forces ranging in rank from Second-Lieutenant to
General; .

5. "General Officer" means a person with the rank of
Brigadier-, Major-, Lieutenant-General and
General' f",.,'.,,, , .,,'

6) "Milit,a.fy'Court" ~eans coOqs to be established

: undel'Articl~25 of-t~isProclaiilt\tion.,

-PART TWO -
. MilitaryService

3. Organization of the Defence Forces
,~." -., . ~

The NationalDefenceForces of the,FederalDemocratic
Republic of Ethiopia Shallconsist of the Ground Forc~
and the Air Force. .

"

4. Recruitment

]) The Ministrymay, in accordancewith criteriaperiodically
issued by it, recruit persons fit and willing for military
serv~ces.

2) Recruitment made by the Ministry, under sub-Article
(1) of this Article, shall ernbodya fair representation
of Nations, Nationalities and Peoples.

3) Officers shall be recruited only ITomamong the ranks
of the Defence Forces. .. . .

5. Employment
Any JIlilitary r~ruit ~hall sign a COntr~ctof employment

in acc;ord/weewith,direct~vesto be issued by the ~inistry.

.. 6 Military triUn~ng ,

1) Ev,erymembecpf th~D~f~nceForces. shall r~eive
basic ~li~ trainiqgbefore going into service.

2) Membersof the DefenceForces on active duty shall
be trained,indiverseskills"as necessary,considering
their indivi~ualdispositionand cOIppet~nce.

3) An)\onefrom amongthe rankSof the DefenceForces
satisfying the criteria to be issued by the Ministry
shall receive training that qualifies him for officer
serVIce.

7. Military Oath ,

Every memberof the Defence Forces, upon completion
of the basic military training~and before going into
service,shan take a militaryoath;

8. Duties of Members of theDefence Forces

'. Every memberpf the DefenceForcesi~halthave the duty
to uphold the Constitution as wen as toob~yrqilitary

, laws, rule~,directivesand all standingOfcl.ers.. "'. ," . "

9; Term,of Service

1) Every member df'the .Defence Forces'shall be
employed for a seven-year term of service. Where
the member is willing to serve for additional time
and the Ministryso agrees,theperiodof servicemay
be extended; without, however, going beyond 'the
age of 45.
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g. 1T1'),~(I)'9ufll.!t.lf~J: 1'\.'1Ac9utl.)-AchP'Chl\:P : hP'C., , , - , '. .. -,. ..

-1\1\:-';:''/9u') hl\:P m~9~. n"'{/Dqq,e Y.L~ I\,eflT1:l:S

;fM"Ci~~,e..;~ hllAc lT1iJl.°l tl'ff!(1:\1\41."}{a 1\%
q{/D;1-.)- .f'll\oll\Ac :: u'tj'C;U fOIJ.omw- h1Ac°li\",)- h

~'i?; (i",Cll1',C;Ul1')-) t~{/D~)- 'It.f.:DIJ.,,nl\f. l\.,Acct".
1',f. '.}'-AC;U ::

i:; '. d,')~fi,.~j fiPt.lf": 1',11Ac'botl')') tun'O:\i\ n..f,)l1

.~ I\I}'qOO;J-'.1-;kIAc°ll\".1- f.O"lAc : l1'li'C;Uh'LV n:r~'-
h!fOol\h'I:~~ h.(J/o1.Cfl1\,el\..fINY~ hf.'1'AcC;U;
u) h9utr.).Ac (/D.,. 1',I\.:P'hl1ti '7fc;unAc ij~~ (hCI)

l1C;U,)')-) t~{/D.)-:

,. 1\) ~hi)'(\:Phl1h tll\"~..Acj~(,/C;Uq 0-1\,"') q{/D..,. :

.-h) :(~,~Ac.lfDtt')tr.}"~ j?; (UC;UqhC;Ul1:") q{/D:" ::

!!. 1T1.~{)'I:...,1',l1&.1\'",Iftj' i11'''.W-!f{/Dtt')~4-') fh1Ac
~I\"')- J'{/D1h~q{/D.)- I\AcOl\lIl 'UI. l\.,t-lIC;U
f.'1'1\ Ac::

" . h'l Ac°11\".y-'1'') l11\1T10rf'r

i O""(,,,lf'f: ""'it'}"" nCD"1'~~Ct;h1Ac°l/\"T' I\.e f0IJ.1~

O'/'};;:w-C;UOW- XOll1;I1I)Aw.'f0IJ.~A.f~ fw-l1'1' {/D{/D(,.f
. {/D1P1.'1-<~I\.n:;foqtj'(,.rfn-'1:'O{fY.,)'O A-nl1': (/D~~"fe;

;,.trc;ue; 0.,., '1~ A ::

Hi' 1','1Ac°li\"')- l1t\OIJ.:I:I. '}'0')- v, kr

o'n;;:arc;u flP(~lf:" 1',I)AchlLO O:rr f+"I."...:': ?utr')

,.y.":{- (L.f ;J'I'~ 1-Prf. 1',1)/\' oOIJ.ot-n:'" fh{/Dic hi11\""

:r ,e.y-e; 1',Olf}.Of}I\CD'I)t\P' AlI}') ltoY.":" h1 Ac<1/\0-1:')
h:l:C{Jl},'))toe;o:,. ,ef.I.;JAc {' .

(i. f~1-C w.~i"{/D') (L,oj> I
~. (Lqu:,. I
r' hl)l\- fl1,)'O"" '1"1: 1',:"C(1OOIJ.~l1~..."..,.qf."""

(L"I~I

Q-, 1',}Ac°li\":';;t\{/D~m~ flT1'l1rAc. hl)Y.'ih.{/DC;U I
, fh},C;UC' CDf.C;U'f1',i1A1-Y.'I\T I.C(lf]Tt\w-""f;ce;

1"1Ac~1t\,...,..O~ 1',t\.lfPl1''1.O.-hh.lJUr {lCY.'(Ll;J1'1' I

[;,' Oin,)~!Ac;I-h(l W":Cy.' 0.:': 'P4."'~Jrli' h"'11e; '1'4.-1:
1\1'"t-w- 'O<Ri"',!.~C')(lrC;UTO/\o (LCDO');

?;- 0 OIJ.~() '1:... (/Dif:" C 1\f. 1\W-'I' O~ Y.l. 7- c;utr') ,,,,,
ni",1Aolt\,...,. I\f. },'))t<f.f. 1\1T1Y.'1...,qf.:FA (L~c I

1: O{/DJ'.O;;: fW.""Y.'CC; P'.:/" "'&..~~9" CDf.C;UOh{/Dt-C

,0 ~ '.1t\ (/D1fT (I)f.C;UW1A T l\. ') 1-Y.'1\T h 1Ac..,/\0-1:
1',l1&.1\1. ,t\(/D l1')' (LI.;J1'I' I

~. Om-I.;:J' (L1t\Ac ::

I ~. l1'),0 'rf 1T1.tJ1f. 0"" 0- kr

f h 1C 0'1';1' 1',l11. l1'-).;:J'1\f. (LCDy.~:,.CDf.C;U(11C.,..,. (L~ C

1T1')~CD-9uflPt-lf"" hl)A hw-:'-Y.'ce; h1A"'/\oT "(/D).

w-tif!'c;uO.l1',) Oh1AoII\"'r I\f. f{/D<f.fT ..,1..t ht\O"" :1

'if. l1t\ 1',"AoII\"~' i1qe; lIN~+~- .
(i. OCD;t-Y.C":'-f"'<~ml. flPt-lf-l: hl)A f"'~mI.O""') ..

f% q{/D;t-"" 1',"A°11\":" (;IiliC(l hI'" t- (Loe;o""
OIJ.~{)'I:';, 0 OIJ..r (1)111or {/D {/D (" (III IP I."" f '" 1 Ac.., f\o""

ilq f.h&.t\.ifA ::

~- OlD;1-.~cH' f'I-<~lI11. 1',')Y.' flPt-~ hI)A'f% q{/D;:J'''''.

1',1Aol/\":" tJ{/D'1.')h{/D(;IiliI.(}.Ok"" Ot-A- U Y.' qf.l1")

0 I\.t\"r 0'" t\, f. c;utr'), .frh 1 Ac..,/\"-1: 0.:1: I. 'I'

0IJ.~l1'1:... OOIJ.'CDIIIw- {/D{/D(,' {/DIPI."" "'1o.W-'}

ilq .f1;;: Ac ::

2) Any member o(the Defence Forces shall serve for, at
least,;seven years subsequ'entto having attained the
rank of lance-corporal, corporal (ind sergeant or the

equival~l1t. However, such, servicf\' may Qot.extend
bey~:mdth,~~ge of45.

3) Any member of the Defence Forces shall serve for, at
least, ten years subsequent to having become an
officer. Such service, howev.er, may not extend
beyond the following -age-liIJlits:"
(a) Second-Lieutenant to Captain , 48 years
(b) Major to Colonel ,.., , 52 years
(c.) General Officers ""',""'''''''''''''''''''''''''' 55 years

4) Where it finds it necessary, the Ministry may extend
the term of service of officers for a period of not more
than two years.

10. Entitlements

Any member of the Defence Forces on active duty shall
be entitled, in accordance w'ith the'relevant interrl"al

directives of the Ministry, to rations, housing, uniform,
travel expens~s and medical care, free,of charge.

11. Terminationof SerVice

Subsequentto examinationof the case by the lel}dership
organs of the home-unit and where approved by the
competent authority, the service Qfamemberof the
Defenc~Forces shall be terminatedupon:
1) expiry of his contract of employment;
2) his death; ..

3) acceptance by th,eMinisJry of his offer fqr resig-
nation; .

4) a medical board testifying his unfitness for further
m:ilitaryservice owing to serious illness or, mental or
physical handicap suffered;

5) his being criminally convicted by a law court and
where decided that the offence disqualifies him from, . ,.,
serVIce; ,

6) it becoming impossible to retain him because of
changes in the structure of the Ministry;

7) " ,his service being confi~d undesirable due to
incompetence in the performance of regular military
duties, failure in leadership or misconduct; and

8) his retirement.

12. Deferment of Dischargefrom Duty

Any member of the Defence Forces shall be obliged to
remain in service, even beyond the respective term of
service,wherenational security is endangeredor during
times of war.

13. Compensationfor Service andRetiremeIJ.t

1) A memberof theDefenceForces shall,in.accordance
with directives to be. issued by the. Ministry, be
entitled to compensation where discharged upon
completionof the stipulatedseven years' service;

2) Wherethe servic~of a memberof theDefence Forces.
is terminated,not voluntarily but for various other
reasons,before completion of the stipulated term of
sevenyears,he shallbe entitledto fair compensation
in accordance with directives to be issued by the
Ministry;
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3) The age~limitsfor temunation of service, specified
'undet sub--Articles(1), ,(2) and (3) of Article 9
hereinabove, shall also be deemed to be retirement
age-limitsfor purposes'of the applicationof Pension
Laws.',' "

14. Assignment and Transfer .

Any member, of the ,Defence Forces shall have the
obligation t9 accept assignments and render services
'both insi4e and out~ide'th~ country, as necessary, in
a<x:ordaticewith relevant ~egulations.,

15. Medals, Ordersand Prizes

Any member of the Defence Forces shall be awarded
withmedals,ordersor prizesfornotableserVice,heroism
as well, as for new findings or. creative work, in
accord~ce witbtherelevant laws, internalregulationsor
directives.

16. Leave

In accordance with directives to be issued by the
Ministry" a meJl1ber'of the Defence For~es shall be
entitled. to annual leave arid special leave 'for 'social
activities.

17. MilitaryDiscipline

.In theevent that8;memberof theDefenceForcesis found
to have transgresseqmilitary l~ws,rules, directives and
st,anding orders and the offence is too minQr to be
brought before a military court, the case, shall be
disposed' of under th~ Defence Forces' Disciplinary
Directives.

18. Complaints

Any memberof the Defence Forces shall have the right
to makeacomplaintand obtain'adecision, in accordance
with the DefenceForces' DisciplinaryDirectives, where
he has suffered an administrativewrong or is aggrieved
by a disciplinary measure taken against him. Every
Commandershall have the duty'to give timely decisions
on such complaints. '

'.,

PART THREE
Promotion,Service And Dismissal

19. Ranks ,

The ranks in the Defence Forces are the following:
1) Ground Force:

(a) ~nce--Corpo1<,\l,
. (b) Corporal,

(c) Sergeant,
'(d) Second-Lieutenant,

(e) Lieutenant, .

(t) Captain,
'(g) Major, ,
(h) Lieiutenant-Colonel,
(i) Colonel,
(j) Brigadier--General,
(k) Major-General,
(1) Lieutenant.iGeneral,
(m) General.
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2) The ranks in the Air Force ranging from Second-
Lieutenant to General are similar to those in the

Ground Force"
3) The ranks below that of Second-Lieutenant in the Air

Force are the following:
(a) Junior Aircraftsman,
(b) Senior Technician,
(c) Master Technician.

4) Ranks, other than those specified hereinabove, held
by members of the former army shall remain in
transitory use unless upgraded by way of promotion.

20. Procedure of Promotion

1) In accordance with directives on promotions to be
issued by the Ministry, a member of the Defence
Forces shall be promoted for excellence in the
performance of military duties, the observance of
discipline and in qualities of leadership.

2) Promotions shall be given by the following organs:
(a) a Corps-or Force-Commander shall give

promotions of Lance -Corporal to Sergeant and
Junior Aircraftsman. to Master Technician, in
accordance with the quota to be allocated by
the Office of the General Chief of Staff;

(b) Second-Lieutenant to Major, by the General
Chief of Staff;

(c) Lieutenant-Colonel or Colonel by the Council
of Defence Commanders, which consists of
Heads of Departments in the Headquarters of the
Armed Forces as well as Corps-and For-
ce-Commanders;

(d) General Officers by the Head of State, upon
recommendation by the Prime Minister.

3) Promotions shall be given where:
(a) there is a vacancy thereto; and
(b) the person to be promoted satisfies the criteria set

out in sub-Article (1) of this Article.

21. ObligatoryService

An officer having received the benefit of specialized
trainingor schoolingshall,subsequentto its completion,
have the obligationto servefor aperiodof not morethan
12years, as may be necessary.

22. Dismissal

1) Decisions on dismissal shall be made by the
leadership organs empowered to give promotions
under sub-Article(2) (a), (b), (c) and (d) of Article
20 herein.

2) Cases of dismissal of General Officers shall be
looked into by a CoInIDitteeof not less than three
persons appointedby the Commander-in-Chief of
the ArmedForces.The Commander-in-Chief shall
submit the Committee'srecommendation,together
with his opinion thereon, to the Head of State for
final decision.

3) Where it finds it necessary, the leadership organ or
theCommitteeshallcalluponandhearthe would-be
dismissed officer before a final decision is reached
under sub-Articles (1) and (2) of this Article.
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23. PowersandDuties althe Minister

TheMinistershallhave thefoltdwingpowers and duties:
I) to ascertainthat the Defence Forces are loyal to, and

stand firm in upholding.the Constitution;
2) to submitand securedecisionson matters of defence

which need to be examined and decided by the
Council of Ministers;

3) to initiate laws and rules governing the Defence
Forces and ensure their implementationsubsequent
to approval;

4) to submit budgetary requirements to the concerned
Governmentorganand superviseallocationsthereof
are put to work;

5) to supervise,as the superiorauthority,militaryplants
and see to it that materials needed by the Defence
Forces are available;

6) to establish working relationships in respect of def-
ence matterswith foreigngovernments,governmen-
tal and non-governmentalofficesan~organizations;

7) to coordinate nation-wide mobilization campaigns
subjectto Governmentdirectives.

24. PowersandDuties of the GeneralChief of Staff

The General Chief of Staff shall have the following
powers and duties:
1) to dit:ect,as the superior authority, the Headquarters

of the Armed Forces, preside over the meetings of
the Council of Defence Commanders,coordinate its
activities as well as ascertain that its decisions are
implemented;

2) to holdthe territorialintegrityand sovereignty of the
Nation inviolableand execute a state of emergency.
In the event of violations of peace and security
beyond the power of Regions, to work out a plan for
getting the situation under control and implement
same upon approval;

3) to organize the NationalDefence Forces in line with
decisionsby the Government;

4) to ensure that the Armed Forces are, at all times,
combat-ready;

5) subject to the directives and decisions of the
Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces, to
command the Armed Forces and direct military
operations;

6) to advise the Commander-in-Chief of the Armed
Forces and the Minister on military matters.

PART FIVE
Military Courts

25. Establishment

There shallbe thefollowingMilitaryCourts to hear cases
brought pursuant to Article 26 of this Proclamation and
to be established, as necessary, by officials referred to
under Article 29 hereof:
I) the PrimaryMilitary Court; and
2) the Appellat~MilitaryCourt.
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26. Jurisdiction 6fMilitary Courts

MilitaryCoJits shall'havejurisdiction over:
I) p~rs(msaccu,sec:lof mi,litaryoff~ncesenumerated in, .. '" , ".' ',"

the Penal Code (Articles 296-331, inClusive);
"2) without prejudlbeto sub-Article (I) of this Article,

any offencecommittedby"amember'ofthe Defence
Forces on active service; ,

3) civilians deployed with members of t,he Defence
Forces on combat d~ty abroad; . .'

4) offencescommittedby prisoners-of-'war.

27. JurisdictiQn,of PrimaryMilitary Court
The PrimaryMilitaryCourt shall have jurisdiction over
offencesspecifiedunderArticle26 of ,thisProclamation.

, ;

28. Cases Coming un,derDual JurisdiCtion. ' .

Where one of the ~~veraloffences ~, accused person is
charged with comes under the jurisdiction of a military
court, aUthe charges,shallbe brought before the military
court.

29. Appointment of Military Courts

I) A Primary"Militaf¥Court shall be appointed upon
calling by the following officials or by an officer
delegatedby them:
(a) the Commander-in-Chiefof the Armed Forces;
(b) the Minister;,
(c) the General Chief of Staff; .

(d) a Corps-orForce-Commander.
2) TheAppellateMilitaryCourt shallbe appointedupon

calling by the Commander~in-Chiefof the Armed
Forces.

30. Proceedingsof MilitarYCourts

I) Any officer on active duty and having legal skills
may sit in a Primary Military Court. However,
unless the defendant agrees oth,erwise,no member
of his home-unitmay sit there!n. '

2) The case of an accused person whose offence is
punishableby a prison-termof over two y~arsshall
be.tried by not less than five officers in a Primary
MilitaryCourt.

3)'J'he case of an accused person whose offence is
punishable by.a prison-term of not more than two
years shallbe triedby not lessthan threeofficersin a
PrimaryMilitaryCourt.

4) Thenumberof officer~specifiedin sub':Article(2) of
this-Article may, under, circumstances of non-
availability,he reduced to three.

5) In the Appellate Military Court there shall sit one
civilian judge and two Officersto be appointed by
the Commander-in-Chiefof the Armed Forces upon
recommendationby the Minisia:.

6) Officers sitting in a militarYcourt, pursuant to sub.

.yl!' llAf."'I1~ (tDIJ.w:!'f,.t-If.c,:C.f."fl."" Articles (1), (2)'and (3) of this Article, shall be, at
Ii' f."'I1~ (tDIJ.w'w;J'f,.~.tf c,:C.f."o.""J1ltA"" ~oo..,.O~f. least,.one notch higher in II}ilitary rank than the

~r't-"" :"lIJ"" fTm(t.,it:':w-1 ~f"1- 0f."'11~ accused person.

Mf"" r'AtIJ") hAW-:: I 31. AppellateMilitaryCourt
J) The Appellate~litary ,Courtshallhave jurisdiction

to hear, on appeal, cases in which. 3,.sentence of
imprisonmentexceedingtwo years has been passed.
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2) The App_eUa~eMilitary Court shall have !h~power,to
confinn, vary or, reverse the j1,ldgeII1ent of the
PrimaryMilitaryCourt. .

3) I~,case of appeal against a.sentence eJ;tceeding two. . ',' ,

, yearsirnpr~sonI)1ent,rpade\yithinthirtyflaysof its
, pronoungement,aPrjmaryMilitap'Courtshallhave

, the file tiansferr,ect. '.

~I32. Powersof the FederalSupreme CouIt

TbeFederal Suprem¥Court shallhave the power to hold
a cassationhearingw~ete a flnalJi}(!gem~ntby a Primary
and 'an Appellate Military Court containsfu~damental
error oflaw. '

~ ;'

33. Investigationand suit

1) Intensive.anqiropartialinvestigationshallbe carried
out prior,tobringing a case b~forea niilitary court.

2) Thepowertocau~:the'carryingoutoftheinvestigation
of thecaseof aperSonto appearbeforea militarycourt,
unde{this Proclamation,shallbe vestedin the person
havingto appointthe militarycourt.

3) A case for investigati~, pursuant to sub~Art!cle(I)
of this Article,may.be referred to a soldier or a team

:,' "of soldiers or t~ the police as necessary.
4) Where he'rinds it,nece~sary to bring a charge, the

person having to appoint' the military cour,t spall
refer the:case to t~e ,concerned t:>°diesuPOIl'com-
pletion of the investigation.

34. Appointment of Counsel

1) TheState shallprovidea defencecounselto a person.
charged with an offence punishable with imprison-

.mentof not less thanfiveyears and is unable'toretain
a counsel.

2) The defe~ce counsel to be appointed, pursuant to
suIq-Article (1) of this Article, shall be from among
members of the Defence FOI:ces.

35. Execution of Sentence'

1) Anyprison-tennmaybe servedin military or civilian
'. pnsons. .

2) A geathsentencemaynotbeexecutedunlessconfinned
., by the~ommander-in-Chiefof the Anned Forces.

3) , C~s of deathpenaltyconfinned in acCordancewith
",' sub-Article (2) of this ,Article, shall, priQr to ex-

ecution, be submitted to the Head of State in
consideration of possible pardon.

36~' Applicability of Other Laws.

The Crimi~al Procedure Code applie,d in regular courts
shall, mutatis mutandis, be applicable in military courts.

PART SIX
MisceljaneousProvisions

K

; 37. Repealed andInapplicableLaws

1) The foHowing}awsare'~erebyrepealed: .'
(a) the Imperial Annyproclamation No: 68/1944;
(b) the Administration of Officers of the Anned

ForcesOrder No. 81/1973;

/
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(c) the Anned Forces Officers Promotion, Obligatory

Service an~ Dismissal Regulations No. 429/1973;
(d) the Military Courts Establishment Proclamation

No. 10/1987.

2) Any law inconsistent with this Proclamation shall
not be applicable.

38. Powers to Issue Directives

I) Without prejudice to Articles 23 and 24 hereinabove,
the Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces shall

issue detailed directives on the respective powers
and duties of the Minister and the General Chief of
Staff.

2) Without prejudice to sub.Article (1) of this Article,
the Ministry may issue directives necessary for the
implementation of this Proclamation.

39. Effective Date

t!}U' h'l'~: flP/,Oc;,H'""): This Proclamationshallenter into forceas of the 151hday
f.0 h'l':~: hft),,:.}. % .,., :I]!f..ft'~;'~.~. :f.~r: foe; of February, 1996.
f.lJ't,' A ::

hJth 1,n'l ft,.,::,. ?~ .,., n!f.'U'~~,.~.

,.! C ~.>J(I'l.~~

fi't. '}'f'A',f t..f..('."~ Jt qutJ(..c\.!~ ('1')f1l\.tJ
TI..'I.~'H'

Done at Addis Ababa, this 151hday of February, 1996.

NEGASO GIDADA (DR.)

PRESIDENT OF :THE FEDERAL DEMOCRATIC
. REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA


