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PROCLAMATION NO. 31312003
FEDERAL POLICE COMMISSION PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, it has become necessary to have a well
organized and strong civil police institution which is faithful
to the constitution of the Federal Democratic Republic of
Ethiopia and respectful to the laws enacted in accordance with
the constitution, equipped with adequate training required for
his profession, and that serves the public, respects, ensures the
observance of human and democratic rights, and maintains
peace and welfare of the public;

NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with Article 55(1)
of the Constitution of the Federal Democratic Republic of
Ethiopia, it is hereby proclaimed as follows:

PART ONE
General

"'P~ 1. Short Title
This Proclamationmay be cited as the " Federal Police
Commission Proclamation No. 31312003."

2. Definitions
In this Proclamation, unless the context reqUires
otherwise:
1) "Police officer" means a member of the Federal

Police Commission who has received basic training
in the police profession and is employed by the
Commission;

2) "Council" means the joint Council of the Federal
and Regional Police Commissioners;

3) "Minister" or "Ministry" means the Minister or the
Ministry of the Federal Affairs, respectively.
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3. Nomenclature
The Federal Police Commission shall be called the
Ethiopian Federal Police (EFP)

PART TWO
Establishment of the Federal

Police Commission

4. Establishment

1) The Federal Police Commission (hp:c;maftcr "the
Commission") is hereby established as a Federal
organ having its own legal personality.

2) Withoutprejudice to its legal and professional in-
dependence, the Commission shall be accountable to
the Ministry.

5. Head Office

1) The Head Office of the Commission shall be in
Addis Ababa.

2) The Police Commission of the Addis Ababa City
Administration and the Police Commission of Dire
Dawa City Administration shall be established under
the Federal Police Commission.

3) The Commission may establish the Federal Police
Rapid Reaction Force, Crime investigation, and
other organs that carry out the powers and functions
of the Commission in any Region.

Objective of the Commission

The objective of the Commission is to maintain peace
and security of the public by complying to, and enfor-
cing, the Constitution and other laws of the country, and
by preventing crime through participation of the people.

7. Powers and Functions of the Commission

The Commission shall have the following powers and
functions:-
1) prevent and investigate crimes that fall under the

jurisdiction of Federal Courts;
2) prevent any activities in violation of the Constitution

that may endanger the Constitutional order;
3) prevent violence against public peace, hooliganism,

tetTorism, trafficking in and transferring of drugs;
4) prevent crimes against the interests and institutions

of the Federal Government;
5) Without prejudice to Sub-Article (2) of this Article,

maintain law and order in any region in accordance
with the maintain order of the Federal Government
when there is a deteriorating security situation
beyond the control of the concerned region and a
request for intervention is made by the : or
when disputes arise between t\VOOf more
and the situation becomes dangerous for
security.

6) safeguard the security of borders, airports. railway
lines and terminals, mining areas, and other vitil]
institutions of the Federal Government;

7) give security protection to higher officials of the
Federal Government and dignitaries of foreIgn
countries;

8) execute orders and decisions of courts;
9) execute orders issued by the Federal Public

Prosecutor in regard to investigation of crimes,
10) issue a certificate of no criminal record;
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11) conduct studies to enhance crime prevention and
investigation activities, and to enable that the ef-
ficiency and service of the police profession be
similar and standardized in the whole country.

12) Collect and analyze criminal data and statistics at a
Country wide level;

13) exchange information and undertake coordinated
activities with security organs and engage with them
in research and training in a mutually supportive
manner;

14) provide training, professional and technical advice,
and support for Regional Police Commissions;

15) delegate, when it is deemed necessary, the powers
given to it by this Proclamation to Regional Police
Commissions;

16) delegate, as may be necessary, its powers to other
organs and civil servants for the execution of certain
functions;

17) set up and administer the Federal Police Rapid
Reaction Force and the Federal Police college;

18) facilitate internal and overseas training opportunities
in order to upgrade the professional competency of
the police;

19) establish relations and exchange information with
the International Police;

20) enter into contracts, own property, sue and be sued in
its own name.

8. Structure of the Commission
The Commission shall have:
1) A Commissioner and a Deputy Commissioner to be

appointed by the Government;
2) A Management Council comprising the Commis-

sioner, Deputy Commissioner and Assistant Com-
missioners; and

3) Other Police Officers and Civil Servants necessary
for its activities.

9. Powers and Functions of the Management Council
The Management Council shall:
1) examine studies on countrywide policy, strategy and

standardization required for the prevention and
investigation of crimes, and submit the same to the
Council of the Federal and Regional Police Commis-
sioners with its recommendations;

2) examine studies pertaining to the organization,
structure, and operation of the Commission; and
submit measures to be taken with its recommen-
dations to the Minister;

3) approve plans for higher training;
4) prepare a draft budget of the Commission, and

submit the same to the Government through the
Minister for approval;

5) evaluate the annual plan, report and performance of
the Commission and submit to the Minister with its
recommendations;

6) make efforts to maintain good working relations
between the Commission and Regional Police Com-
missions;

10. Powers and Functions of the Minister
The Minister shall:
1) follow up the overall activities of the Commission;
2) approve the appointment of the Assistant Commis-

sioners of the Commission; and appoint Commis-
sioners of the Addis Ababa and Dire Dawa Police
Commissions;

3) submit the annual plan, report, and performance of
the Commission to the Federal Government with its
recommendations;

4) examine and approve the studies on the organization,
performance, human resource, and capacity building
program submitted to him by the Commission;

5) take measures necessary for the implementation of
this Proclamation.
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11. Powers and Functions of the Commissioner
1) The Commissioner shall be aCCl;mntableto the

Minister and direct and coordinate the overall
activities of the Commission.

2) Without prejudice to the generality of Sub-Article
(1) of this Article, the Commissioner shall:
(a) recommend Assistant Commissioners of the

Commission to be appointed by the Minister;
(b) execute Regulations of the Federal Police;
(c) employ and administer the supporting staff,

other than those employed as Federal police
officer, in accordance with the Federal Civil
Service law;

(d) render a final decision on appeals lodged
against the decisions of the Federal Police
Complaint Hearing Organ and that of the the
Discipline Committee;

(e) Submit the annual work plan and budget of the
Commission to the Minister, and implement
the same upon approval by the Government;

(f) effect expenditures in accordance with the
budget approved for the Commission;

(g) cause studies to be made in regard to the
organization, structure, operation and buil-
ding the capacity of the Commission, on the
improvement of crime prevention and inves-
tigation activities; as well as and on police
service standardization;

(h) exchange information with the International
Police by establishing relations; and seek
ways to enhance the capacity of the
Commission;

(i) make efforts to maintain good relations be-
tween the Commission and Regional Police
Commissions;

U) preside over the meetings of the Management
Council.

12. Powers and Functions of the Deputy Commissioner
1) The Deputy Commissioner shall:

(a) assist the Commissioner in planning, or-
ganizing, directing and coordinating the func-
tions of the Commission;

(b) follow up part of the Commission's depart-
ments by sharing functions in accordance with
the structure of the Commission;

(c) act on behalf of the Commissioner in the
absence of the latter;

(d) discharge other duties which may be
specifically entrusted to him by the Commis-
SIOner.

2) The Deputy Commissioner shall be accountable to
the Commissioner.

13. Budget
The Federal Government shall allocate the budget of the
Commission.

14. Books of Accounts
1) The Commission shall keep complete and accurate

books of accounts.
2) The books of accounts and documents relating to

finance shall be annually audited by the Auditor
General or an auditor designated by him.

PART THREE
Administration of the Federal Police

15. Criteria for Recruitment of a Police officer
1) Any Ethiopian citizen to be recruited as a member of

the Federal Police shall have to fulfill the following
requirementness:
(a) Faithful to the Constitution of the Federal

Democratic Republic of Ethiopia;
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'(b) fulfil the educa,tional stand~ and Physical
fitness, ~nd go04 health require~ for fCOllJit-
m~nt as IIpoliceman;

I

(v) have a good conduct;
(d) hilveno record of crimiQalconvi(:t~t
(e) not t9 be under the age of 18 Ye;u'$.

2) Tbe recruitment to @econducted purs~a,n~to Sub-
Article (1) of this Article shall be ~

°"
the

eq!Jitable representation. of gender. 8\ations,
nationalities and peoples of Ethiopia.

'.3) Where qny person recruited; in accord~nce with Sub
Article (1) of this Article, is a memberofa pplitical
organization, he shall quit 'his membership upon
employment.

16. Oath
.

'Any police recruif shall tak~.oath, upon ~mpJo'ym9nt
declaring that he carry out his fun~tions with diUBepce
and.utmost commitment to the Constitution ~ that he
fulfil the demands of public trust and profe,sional
responsibility bestowed on him. Contents of U,e oath
shall be determined by Regulations.

17. Delegation ()f Police Powers to C~vjJ ServlUfts
1) Police powers may be delegated tQa fivil'Frv~nt,

administered under the Civil ServiceProcl~adon,
for ca§esthat require special ~kill.

2) The po~icepower to be delegated purs~ant ~ Sub
Articl~(1) of t~is Article shall be only to the extent
that may be required for the matter.

\

"18. Terms QfService
\

'

1) Any police officer shall be eD1plpy~ .. serven
years' obligatory §ervice; ParticuJars for its qn-
p~mentation sh~1lbe determined by ~1~liWons.

2) The service of any police officer shall bCI~rminated
for any of the following ,reasons:. :,

(a) upon death; , .

(b) where a reque~t for a release is ~ in
accordance with the relevant ,R,egu14tioQ$;

(c) when a.Medic~1Board testifies the unfitness of
the police officer fo.r . the job on flccount of
illness or bodily injury; .

(d) wben UteppliGe officer i~ found ."iib' by a
court of law and it is decided in~ ~ith
the regulations that the convic~ion shall not
make,hirp .fit fo.r.tJ1ejob; Partjcplm shall be
determined QY~egulation$.; .',

(e) owi~g to. in~fficiency r~port Of disciflin~
misconduct;
upon retirem~l\t. '.(t)

19. Rights
1) Any police officer shall:

(a) get
".

salary in accordance with the salarr scale
approved by the Government;

(b) be entitled to. rations, various allowances,
, uniformsand medicalservic~sin acC()rdance

with the administrative regulations Qftbe Com-
missio.n; . .., .. ,

(c) 'be entitled' to. a pensio.n in ~c~ord4Jwe with
'Pension Laws; ."

.,

(d) be provided with atto.rney services 'JJv.the
expense of the Commission for liabU,tfes he
incures while properly discharging hisr~pon-
sibititi~s; parti~ulars. shall. be ~ete~n~, by
regulatIons; .

(e) ,have,the right toappropri~~I~questiQn
superiors und~ranycircumstanees. inform mis-
takes, rr.sqlve problems through diptssioo as
well as lodge cQmplaintsfoIlowiqg ~. clJains
pf ~ohunand;

,

. . .' '
.' .'.

"
.

(t) be'~ntitledto benefitsprdvided in.~e. relevant
pension ~aw'fo.r permanent, totat,. qr partial
disability sustained in relation to his duties; .
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2) In addition to the rights statcd herein above, the
Commission shall prepare accomodation camps for
thp Federal Police Rapid Reaction Force.

20. Duties
Any police officer has the duty:
1) to perform his activities in accordance with the

Criminal Procedural Code and other relevant lawsby
fully observing human and democratic rights en-
sured by the Constitution;

2) to show his identity card while caITying out his
police duties;

21: Retirement
The retirement age limits for any member of the Federal
Police shall be the age determined by the relevant
Pension Laws for civil servants.

22, ComplaintsHearing Organ
There shall be established a Federal Police Complaint
Hearing Organ that hears complaints of the public;
particulars shall be determined by directives to be issued
by the commission.

PART FOUR
MisceJJaneous Provisions

23. Relations Of the Commission with the Regional Police
Commissions
1) The commission shall work in cooperation and

mutually supportive way with the Regional Police
Commissions in the prevention and investigation of
crimes.

2) The Regional Police Commissions shall be accoun-
table to the Commission when they prevent and
investigate criminal cases falling under the jurisdic-
tiori of the Federal Courts in accordance with the
delegation given to them.

3) The Commission and the Regional Police Commis-
sions shall hold joint meetings at any time fixed in
accordance with their joint agreement; and the
Federal Police Commissioner shall preside over such
meetings. The joint Council shall:
(a) issue internal regulations with respect to their

collective activies;
(b) exchange experiences by assessing crime

prevention and investigation activities;
(c) devise joint directions with respect to police

training;
(d) discuss the studies presented by the Commis-

sion pursuant to Sub-Article (1) of Article 9 of
this Proclamation, forward recommendations to
the concerned authority or pass decisions when
appropriate in regard to the measures to be
taken on the basis of the studies; and ensure
their implementation.

4) The Commission and the Regional Police Commis-
sions shall each follow up the implementation of the
decisions adopted by their joint Council.

5) The Regional Police Commissions shall submit
periodic reports and statistical data to the Commis-
sion on crimes, traffic offences and security con-
ditions in their respective regions.

24. Addis Ababa and Dire Dawa City Administrations Police
Commissions
I) There shall be established Addis Ababa City Ad-

ministration Police Commission and Dire Dawa City
AdministrationPolice Commissionthat shall have
powers and duties to be delegated by the Commis-
sion in accordance with the regulations issued in line
with this Proclamation. .
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2) The Commissioners of Addis Ababa City Admini~-:
tration Police Commission and Dire Dawa Citv
Aqministration Police Commission sh:111he appoil;'
ted by the Government.

3) The budget of Addis Ababa City Administration
Police Commission and Dire Dawa City Adminis-
tration Police Commission shall be allocated by their
r~spective Administration.

4) The Addis Ababa City Administration Police Com
mission and Dire Dawa City Administration Police
Commission shall be accountable to the Commie,
sion; be admjnistered by their respective governors
in accordance with the delegation given to them by
the Cpmmission.

5) The Addis Ababa City A.dministration Police Gom
mission and Dire Dawa City Administration Polic~
Commission shall have responsibility to submit thc'i'
annual plans and performance reports to their respcc
tive Administration.

25. Abandonment of Military Rank
1) No police officer, at any level, shall have a military

rank, however, there shall be a police rank and bacl'2~.
as a substitute; particulars shall be determined l~v
regulations.

.

2) Any police officer shall have uniforms that indicah~
his position as well as a badge or sign showing hi,
name, number, department and responsibility.

26. Performance
1) Team performance by officials and employees at aI

levels ofthe structure of the Commission shall be tl".
main operational ,perspective. Team performam
shall ,entail joint and several liabilities.

2) The officials at all levels of the structure of \hi"

commission shall discharge their responsibilities'
accordance with their allocated functions.

3) Tpe operation of the Commission shall be based,. ,
the principles of accountability and transparency.

4) Activities of the Commission shall be based
"

participation of the public.
27. Prohibited Activities

Any inhuman or degrading treatment or act is prohibir:t :
28. Repealed and Inapplicable Laws

1) The Federal Police Proclamation No. 207/2000 i.
hereby repealed;

2) Any law incoQsistent with this Proclamation ~h,;j\

not be applicable.
29. Power to Issue Regulations

The Council of Ministers may issue Regulations for U
implementation of this Proclamation.

30. Effective Date
This Proclamation shall come into force as of the 4'1>d.
ofFebruary,2003.

.

Done at Addis Ababa, this 4thday of February, 2003

GIRMA WOLDE GIORGIS
PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERAL

DEMOCRATIC RPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA


