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PROCLAMATION No. 1115/2019

A PROCLAMATION TO RE-ESTABLISH ETHIOPIAN
NEWS SERVICE

WHERE AS, the role of News Service in
strengthening and sustaining the country’s development,
peace and democracy as well as democratic unity based on

equality and co-existence of its people is vital;

WHERE AS, it becomes necessary to make Ethiopian
News Service as national news service, attain institutional
and procedural freedom as well as better legal protection to
enable it effectively fulfill its role of building the country’s

image;

WHERE AS, it found necessary to make Ethiopian
News Service to be led by taking in to account its work
nature and to make its work improvements and efficiency

proceeded in better way.

WHERE AS, it found necessary to make working
procedure and organization of Ethiopian News Service
compatible and competent with international technology and

professional development.

1261 oM 7 v, TS
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WHERE AS, it is found necessary to re- establish the
Ethiopian News Service to enable it to provide its service in

more efficient, quality and competent way.

WHERE AS, it is found necessary to create conducive

work environment for the work and employees.

WHERE AS, it is found necessary to enable it perform
its mission of documenting and keeping major national
events and phenomenon effectively by supporting them in
writing, sound, photography and film for the use of different

Medias and inputs for Study and Research.

WHERE AS, it becomes necessary to create enabling
condition to Ethiopian News Service to support itself by

engaging in income generating activities.

NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with Article 55(1)
of FDRE Constitution, it is hereby Proclaimed as follows:

GENERAIL PROVISIONS

L il
This Proclamation may be cited as the "Ethiopian News
Service Re-establishment Proclamation No.
1115/2019."

2. Definition

In this Proclamation, unless the context otherwise

requires:

1/ "News"

information that has positive or negative impact on

means idea, event, phenomenon or

numerous persons or nations, nationalities and

peoples, that indicates new events, pass

experiences, connects people among themselves
and their environment by satisfying the needs of
audiences and it also includes opinion poll, output

of monitoring and current affairs analysis;
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€ ‘BT th elEPT AT (LS ATL00 2/ “"News related information” means information
P ré.a 107 4L AN AN 089 b TIC officially given by the owner and legally endorsed,
N1ALe APl AL L ATIPLAN AT9TA that further elucidate the issue, phenomenon, idea
PN IB. AN AT AT L4P UL or the essence of released news in different ways
OLI° L4P RISV (wlBa AALTS (U and beyond their presentations as mere news.
L.PL AT anlBPT Gl ::

Fl “TE269° 70T (L9 R: QPOAA 0L9° 1LI9°05 3/ "Program” includes spot, reportages, programs and
agean  AHPINE ATNN0PATTINTIC 0 LY documentary films mixed by mode of sound,
ATTUGG T wLI° AT Aht PeleCN v picture, or sound and picture ; presented to inform,
AT Z7°CH0r: TEAC9S U0, LAIT7 give lesson or entertain or inclusively.

Pl N::

o/  POTawT L2 T ARMPAL VHL 0L 4/ "Publishing Works" include reports, monitoring
atonr A RTLLCA 0@ POl b outputs, annual books disseminated with the
257 PPLAET? oA hoo P intention to be accessed by the general public or
@ZVETT PN v certain organ.

& Catl ANTLPT PG TN OAATTE 5/ "Opinion poll" means studies that include about
AP AT oPIP 15L oL NAATE certain national or current issue or studies on
ddge RIA T AANT  PUNONT hovd bk public view, perception and satisfaction about
0. 0L9°  AChS  Aondh Tt POl service delivery of certain institution.

PCETT et IAc:

i oemngode veESaUY T0t (MA0E 6/ "Advertisement production” means Public and
NeA:NL°2T N9°0A P10l P18 commercial advertisement works that is mixed and
ITLLKIEY 7L eI od.f NP7 prepared in terms of writing, photograph, sound and
LT JA:: film.

/0% oLy Lo PETTY T8t TAAT W62 7/ "Documentation” means recording major national
+E0TG no-A-17 NN XN issues and phenomena by mode of photograph,
M7PAPN °OA @PLAT A0LLT PPI° sound, photo and film and preparing them for future
AL Ama 0UFANT ovAl AGTET use.

Madbavp  jw-::

T/ NAN TINT NAACEL boLlAP S4°NE0.PP 8/ "Region" means any state referred under Article
CTAAR M3 Ribo FE(B) Plandhla- 47(1) of the Constitution of the Federal Democratic
WEDge NAA AT PASO AN AG PLLSP Republic of Ethiopia and includes the Addis Ababa
W™ RATBLRCT Landood :: and Dire Dawa city Administrations.

v/ ay aAPeE Neo7e 23 ¢1M0AAo- AT79° 9/ Any expression in the Masculine Gender includes the

Lo6hLICC-A\ :

Feminine.
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&l RACELT Nampll: 15T (ANC ©00PS
No-ch, A1C PIE PG 9°7F T “PTIAMIA:

3. Establishment

1/ The Ethiopian News Service (hereinafter referred to
as "The Service" is hereby established by this
Proclamation with its own legal personality as an

autonomous Federal Government Organ;

2/ The Service shall be accountable to the House of

People’s Representatives.

. Head office

The Service shall have its head office in Addis Ababa
and may have branches and correspondents within

Ethiopia and abroad as may be necessary.

. Objectives of the Service

The Service shall have the following objectives:

1/ Collect, organize, analyze and disseminate balanced
and accurate news and news related reports as well
as programs about the economic, social and political
activities Ethiopia undertakes in enhancing
development and in building a democratic order,
based on the appropriate policies and laws of the

country;

2/ Build the image of the country;

3/ Cover global issues of national interest;

4/ Conduct opinion polls on various issues, Publish

and disseminate them as found necessary;

5/ Serve as a main source of news locally and abroad

on issues pertaining to Ethiopia;
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L I VAT o
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PIRRIG MINTHSLCE
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TRYE IC VYT avan(lol

could be wused as inputs to various media

undertakings and research.

6. Powers and Functions of the Service

The service shall have the following powers and
functions:

1/ Gather compile and disseminate news and news
related information to enhance the free flow of ideas

and views;

2/ Provide Photography and production services along

with news and news related information;

3/ Prepares and disseminates spots, reportages,
programs and documentary films that ensure the

participation and benefits of the people;

4/ Document major national events and phenomena in
writing, sound, photography and film for the use of

the media and as inputs for research;

5/ Conduct opinion polls on current and national issues

publish and disseminate same;

6/ Establishes its own broadcast and print media

organizations that enable it to carry out its objective;

7/ Installs receivers, transmitters and other facilities
essential for its activities at appropriate places, in
collaboration with the pertinent bodies and manage

them;

8/ Establish relation with counterpart organs inside and

outside of the country;
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b/ AhAA PHS RIAMNCT CCEAT eEhihs 9/ Provide technical and training support for Regional
e2AMG €96 onAm-T: News Service organizations;

I/ PG RIANNT Ao CT  0ALNG$-01TG 10/ Provide proposals by conducting research on ways
00797 EnTac8.  AN“2.2480T V8- of expanding News Service Networks and
ALmS 1A PTIPLANNL P LI (1478 AL equipping them with appropriate technology, and
TP implement same Upon approval;

I8/ 0. ALOTTF PUUTA WL VTovt: PP 11/ Provide income generating services such as
J°CI°C: PAAMSS PU1TINC: PSRN publishing, research, training and consultancy,
N PN VTR 2P RS production, event organization and public relations
o0, &LAPT A RIAINETT  AdKT work as well as Documentary films production for
TRt avhmt: other institutions;

g/ 71718 vk RIL&Talld T NG €L 12/ without prejudice to the Commercial Code,
AT OEe 2P HTF avh el produces Public and Commercial Advertisement;

TF/ A“LANTFo. A1ANT 09920 CTF 9°he 13/ Collects fees for services rendered as per the
LF (1970€F 30 o0l hee Regulation issued by the Council of Ministers;
0NN

10/ 04T QAT ooP7: @A apPPA: (Novo- 14/ Owns property, enters into contract, sues and be
aANG avhn: sued in its own name.

TE/ RATIw7 bl A“1L:40 AT Hore 15/ Undertakes other activities that enable it to

ANCETT MG

Z. Pha et hRI

NIl -

&/ CATCXPS BT AIANCT ACL:(hHy (1544

é/

“0CL” RPN PULme)

OmPAL 20014  APL0MTTF  OannA
Tohf T °hC 0T POl PT -
AN AIL RAALTE PhA PS
e ROB7LPT T WG

ANLAY WtTT LTI A

attain its objectives.

. Organization of the Service

The Service shall have:

1/ Ethiopian News Service Board (hereinafter referred
to as "The Board");

2/ A Chief Executive Officer and as may be necessary
Deputy Chief Executive Officers who shall be
nominated by the Prime Minister and appointed by

the House of Peoples Representative’s ; and

3/ The necessary staff.
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Z. QANCS- 8. About the Board
5/ POCS- A0AT N0 IPC  (mPAL 1/ Members of the Board, including the Chairperson,

1|

Q0TS AP0 O FohtT 9°hc
0t LA ihrlTo A7 ANLALYE
A7 S haeat 7710 Cal9e::

g PNCS  AQAT  ANPC AN hAaTe-
ARG AR AL PaNlTAN NEACT
Clo-dqM CWPGTA::

P/ e0CS. Tmért amnAQ -Fohti 9°hc 0T
LUPGTA::
0/ POCSK PO HNaoy AI°N T havit LIPGTA::

& PAIAINCE: PST e ANGDY

00Ah&7T LATGA::

LALI°D

il 0CH PLNT PhNGC avand @ A LM
LTAA::

. POCSH QAMTS G

0CS P2.0TAT 2ANIT AW LTI A

&/ o155 ANHUTT Pelavilrk:
700205 0T OR1AN:
a @/ )Ty PLIVNA:

€ Y KPE Rrbd & AT % Plovdbill
PAIANN: FATID T o ANTS AT 26
AL owPAT7 eht-TFaA:

v’ 0 T
100¢-T

i/ QA1 PoLND8 LS AT IS Th
@ lBEPT RIL0° TEVPT AP
av 00177 P e mS Tnnas o7
AP 103 PULeIONCE  awPGTFa-Y
LLIVNA:

shall be nominated by the Prime Minister and
appointed by the House of People’s representatives.
Although their number shall be determined as

deemed necessary, it shall not be less than five.

2/ The Board shall

appropriate institutions and different parts of the

consist of representatives of

society.
3/ The Board shall be accountable to the House of
people’s Representatives.

4/ The term of the Board shall be 5 years.

5/ The Chief Executive Officer of the Service shall

participate as Secretary without vote.

6/ The Board may prepare its own operational

Guideline.

9. Power and Functions of the Board

The Board shall have the following powers and

functions:

1/ Ensure that laws

government policies and
pertaining to the mass media are implemented by

the Service;

2/ Supervise the implementation of the objectives of
the Service as well as the powers and duties
specified under Articles 5 and 6 of this

Proclamation;

3/ Ensure that News and News related information as
well as programs produced by the Service bring
National Consensus and reflect the accurate image

of the Country;
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4/ Ensure that News items and News related
information as well as programs produced by the
different views and

Service accommodate

opinions;

5/ Frame policy on ways of expanding the Service and

follow up its implementation;

6/ Issue Directives necessary for the recruitment and
promotion of employees of the Service, ensure
implementation of same , submit the salary, per
diems and other benefits of employees to the

House of People’s representatives for decision.

7/ Employ means of strengthening and improving the

operation of the Service.

10. Meeting of the Board
1/ The Board shall meet at least once every two months.

2/ In case of emergency, the Board may meet at any
time upon the request of the Chairperson or at least
one third of the Board members;

3/ There shall be a quorum where more than half of its

members are present;

4/ Decisions of the Board shall be made by a majority
vote. In case of tie, the Chairperson shall have a

casting vote.

11. Power and Functions of the Chief Executive Officer

1/ The Chief Executive Officer shall manage and
administer the Service with the general directions
given by the Board, and implement the power and
functions of the service provided under Article 6 of
this Proclamation.

2/ Without Prejudice to the generalities of sub-Article (1)of
this Article; the Chief Executive Officer shall:
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a/ Employ, administer and dismiss employees in
accordance with The Directive issued by the

Board based on basic civil service principles;

b/ Submit Annual plan and Budget of the Service

to the Board and implement same on approval;

¢/ Submit Annual report of the Service to the
Board;
d/ Effect expenditure in line with the Budget and

work program approved for the Service;

e/ Represent the Service in all its dealings with

third parties.

f/ Carry out such other activities assigned to him by
the Board,;

3/ The Chief Executive Officer may delegate part of

his power and functions to officials and
employees of the Service to the extent necessary
for the efficient performance of the activities of
the Service. However, if the official who acts on
behalf of the Chief Executive Officer of the
Service is delegated for more than thirty days,
prior approval of the delegation should be

obtained from the board.

12. Power and Functions of the Deputy Chief

Executive Officers

1/ Each Deputy Chief Executive Officer shall lead
and coordinate the sector to which he is
appointed, and also perform other activates

assigned to him.

2/ Act on behalf of the Chief Executive Officer in his

absence.
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13. Reporting
The Service shall submit periodic activity reports to

the House of People's Representatives.

14. Budget
The Budget of the Service shall be from the following

sources:

1/ The Budget allocated by the Government;

2/ From the service payment that is collected in
accordance with this Proclamation that will be
determined by the Regulation to be issued by

Council of Ministers.

15. Books of Account

1/ The Service shall keep complete and accurate
books of account and financial records;

2/ The books of account and financial records as well
as other documents of the Service shall be
Audited annually by the Auditor General or other
Auditors assigned by the Auditor General.

16. Authority to Issus Requlation and Directive

1/ The House of People’s Representatives shall issue
Regulation for the implementation of this
Proclamation.

2/ The Board may issue Directives that are necessary
for the implementation of this Proclamation and

different functions of Service.

17. Transfer of Rights and Duties

The rights and obligations of Ethiopian News
Agency, which was established by Regulation No.
319/2014, are transferred to the Service.
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18. Repealed Laws
1/ Regulations No. 319/2014 which established the

Ethiopian News Agency is repealed and replaced
by this Proclamation;

2/ Any law or Practice which contradicts with this
Proclamation shall have no effect on issues
covered by this Proclamation.

19. Effective Date

This Proclamation shall enter into force on the date

of its publication in the Federal Negarit Gazette.

Done at Addis Ababa, 26" Day of February 2019,

SAHLEWORK ZEWEDIE

PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERAL DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA
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