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APROCIAMATION TO PROVIDE FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT
OF THE ETHIOPJAN PRESS AGENCY.

WHEREAS ,Freedom of Thought,

Freedom of the Press were guaranteed by the Constitution of

Expression and

the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia; press in its
capacity as an institution requires legal protection with the view
to enable it enjoy operational freedom and accommodate
different opinions; and it is proclaimed that a mass media
operating using the public fund or government owned mass
media is required to be managed in a manner it accommodates
different opinions;

WHEREAS , Press plays a vital role in creating common
national attitude and view which are necessary to jointly create
a single political community based on equality and consensus
by providing timely and accurate information to the people,
educating and entertaining citizens as well as by implementing
Constitutional Rights of expressions of citizens and by
accommodating entertaining different opinions and attitudes of
the people with the view to create national conciseness which is
necessary to create a single political society and nurture

democratic system; as well as by mobilizing the public towards
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development, building good governance and building a
democratic system;
WHEREAS,

Press Agency in a manner it enables to realize its role and

it is necessary to establish the Ethiopian

constitutional mission that can contribute to our country’s
political, social and economic development through providing
quality, competent, accessible, accommodates pluralism and
reliable Press Service;

WHEREAS , it is necessary to restructure the existing
organizational structure and function with the view to ensure
the benefit of the people through providing press service which
is compatible to the Press Service provision which is
developing and progressing from time to time owing to the
technological advancement as well as development of the
technology in the sector and;

WHEREAS , it is necessary to replace the current
functioning establishment proclamations of the Ethiopian Press
Agency and the

amended Ethiopian Press Agency

Establishment Proclamation with an amended law;

NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with article 55 (1) of
the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, it is proclaimed

as follows:

PART ONE
GENERAL
1. Short Title
In this proclamation may be cited as “The Ethiopian Press
Agency Establishment Proclamation No. 1151/2019. ”

5 finiti
Unless the context otherwise requires in this proclamation:
1. “Employee” includes journalist, technical expert,
supportive staff member, department head as well as
chief executive and deputy chief executive managers of
the Agency;

2. “Press” means a print media output dissemination
distribution using newspapers, journals, internet and
other mechanisms with the purpose to educate, inform
or entertain the people;
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3. “Region” means any state referred to in Article 47(1)
of the Constitution of the Federal Demacratic Republic
of Ethiopia and includes the Addis Ababa and Dire
Dawa city Administrator;

4. Board” means a body that is responsible to hold steering
management responsibility of leading the Agency
comprising members appointed by the House of
Peoples' Representatives upon recommendation by the
Government;

5. “Person” means any Natural or Legal Person;

6. Any expression in the Masculine gender includes the

Feminine.

BART TWOQ

Ethiopian Press Agency
3. Lstablishment

1/ The Ethiopian Press Agency (hear in after “the Agency”) is
here by established as an autonomous Public Enterprise,
having Legal Personality.

2/ The Agency shall
Representatives of the Federal Democratic Republic of

be accountable to the Peoples

Ethiopia.

4. Head Office
The head office of the Agency shall be in Addis Ababa and
it may have branches and lesion offices at Regions and
elsewhere as may be necessary.

5. The Objectives of the Agency

The objectives of the Agency are:

1/ Providing information which are pertinent and timely on
National and International affairs, as well as, educational
and entertaining information, via printing and internet
media in compliance with the mass media and other
relevant Laws and Policies; utilizing feedbacks in the form
of from feedback receiving system or direct input coming
from the public thereby enhancing the public participation
in the overall development of the Country.
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2/ Contributing to the effort to build one political community
which is based upon peoples’ equality and peoples’
consent, so as to entertain diversity, tolerance and

democratic unity.

6. Powers and Dutjes of the Agency

The Agency shall have the following Powers and Duties:
1/ Provide a reliable press service that can contribute its role in
the political, social and economic development of the
country through providing quality, competent, accessible

and accommodates pluralism.

2/ Publish print and distribute throughout the country, public
newspaper, magazines and other publications in different

language.

3/ Publish, print and distribute publication through internet
website, mobile phone and other means;

4/ Publish print and distribute publications on the different
issues regarding Ethiopia in foreign languages;

5/ Provide publications that help the society to build awareness
regarding Human and Democratic Rights:

6/ Publish, print and distribute publications that educate the
people by providing timely and accurate information as
well as that can accommodate the different types of ideas
and views which are helpful to commonly build one
political community and create a common national belief
and attitude in different languages;

7/ Publish in different languages, print and distribute
publications that may enable the people actively participate
in the process of building Good Governance and
Demaocratic system;

8/ Publish, print and distribute writings that reflect the unity of
the people based on equality, promote and strengthen the
cultural and artistic values of the people in different

languages;
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9/ Provide different publications that can develop knowledge
and creativity of the people as well as satisfy its

entertainment needs;

10/ Receive and accommodate free public opinions and
comments;

11/ Fairly serve political parties or organizations operating in
accordance with the Constitution and the Electoral Laws of
the country;

12/ Establish and administer branch printing houses and
distribution centers in Regions and elsewhere as may be
necessary, print and distribute different print publications
by using different means of distributions;

13/ Provide different publications and advertising services;

14/ Organize and archive photo documentation, printing
products,

15/ Establish relationship with similar Local and International
Agency;

16/ Determine and collect service charge and exempt partially
or wholly as may be necessary; The Regulation issued by
the Council of Minstry .

17/ Provide technical and professional support services to the
Regional printing medias;

18/ Undertake studies and implement upon approval proposals,
regarding the expansion of press service equipped with
appropriate technology;

19/ Conduct studies and research on printing media and related
issues;

20/ Own property, enter in to contract, sue and be sued in its
name;

21/ Perform other related activities so as to achieve its
objectives.
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7. Agency
The Agency shall have:
1/ A Board;
2/ A Chief Executive Officer;
3/ The necessary Deputy Chief Executive Officers; and
4/ The necessary staffs;

8.Ihe Board

1/ The Board shall comprise a Chair Person, a Secretary, and
Seven Members, save this number may increase as it may
be necessary;

2/ The members of the Board, shall be appointed by the
House of Peoples’ Representatives, upon recommendation
by the Government, drawn from the relevant Institutions;

3/ The Board shall be accountable to the House of Peoples’
Representatives;

4/ The term of the Board members shall be Five years.

5/ The Chief Executive Officer shall be the secretary and
member of the Board without vote.

9. Powers and Dutjes of the Board
The Board shall have the following powers and duties to:

1/ Oversee the implementation of this Proclamation and the

activities of the Agency;

2/ Ensure the government policies, laws and directives
pertinent to mass media are put in to practice in the
corporation;

3/ Ensure the dissemination of policies, strategies, laws and

directives of the government to the public on timely basis;

4/ Review the service rendered and submit recommendation

to promote better utilization and implement upon approval;

5/ Ensure that political organizations and sections of the
public are allocated with columns of newspapers and
magazines equitably;

6/ Review the contents of the newspapers, magazines and
internet publications published by the Agency and submit
recommendation to promote improvement;
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7/ Investigate and decide on complaints submitted from the
readers against the Agency;

8/ Design and facilitate situations to improve and develop the
Agency;

9/ lIssue employment Directives, determine salary, allowance
and other fringe benefits of the employees, upon the
Regulation, House

issued by the of Peoples

Representatives, as per Article 18 of this Proclamation.

10/ Review and submit to the House of Peoples’
Representatives” the annual work program, budget as
well as progress report of the Agency.

11/ Discuss and submit recommendation on the implementation

of this Proclamation and on other Policy issues.

10.  Meeting of the Board

1/ The Board shall conduct regular meeting, at least, once
a month.

2/ In case of emergency, the Board may hold a session at
any time if the Chairperson or at least two third of the
members request so.

3/ There shall be a quorum where more than half of the
members of the Board are present at its meeting.

4/ Decisions of the board shall be passed by majority
vote; and in case of a tie, the chairperson shall have a
casting vote;

5/ The Board may adopt its own rules of meeting
Procedures.

11. The Chief Exertive Officer of the Agency
1/ The Chief Officer shall upon

recommendation by the Government be appointed by

Executive

the Peoples’ Representatives of the Federal
Demaocratic Republic of Ethiopia.

2/ The Chief Executive Officer shall be the Chief
Executive Officer of the Agency and shall carry out
the Duties of the Agency with the overall direction
from the Board.

3/ without prejudice to the generality of the provision of
sub Article (2) of this Article, the Chief Executive

Officer shall:
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a. Exercise the Powers and Duties entrusted to the
Agency under Article 6 of this Proclamation;

b. Hire, administer, and legally dismiss the
employees of the Agency in accordance with
the directives issued by the Board;

c. Submit the annual work programs, budget as
well as work progress report of the Agency to
the Board; he shall plan and follow up the
contents of Newspapers and the Magazine
direction;

d. Manage the finance in accordance with the
Annual Budget and the work program approved
to the Agency;

e. Represent the Agency in all its dealings with
third parties;

f. Perform other tasks assigned to him by the
Board.

4/ The Chief Executive Officer may partially delegate his

12.

Powers and Duties to the Officials and other employees
of the Agency to speed up the performance to in the
extent necessary for the efficient performance of the
activities of the Agency; provided, however, in the case
of an official who acts on behalf of the Chief Executive
Officer for more than thirty days, prior approval by the
Board shall be required.

hief . i
1/ The Deputy Chief Executive Officers of the Agency

shall upon recommendation by the Chief Executive
officer be appointed by the Board.

2/ Based on the direction provided to them by the Chief
Executive Officer, each Deputy Chief Executive
Officer shall:
a.Manage and coordinate the department assigned to

him, and;
b.Carry out other tasks assigned to him by the Chief
Executive Officers.
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Reporting

The Agency shall submit to the House of Peoples

Representatives periodic report regarding the tasks it

performs within the limit of its jurisdiction.

Budget of the Agency

The budget of the Agency shall be drawn from the
following sources:

1/ Supportive budget that may be allocated to the
Agency by the Government in order that the Agency
achieves its objectives;

2/ Revenues collected in accordance with this
Proclamation; and

3/ Other Legal sources.

Erocurement and Financial System of the Agency
The procurement and financial system of the Agency
shall be governed by the Procurement and Financial
system of the Public Enterprise.

Book of Accounts

1/ The Agency shall keep complete and accurate books of
accounts and financial records.

2/ The books of accounts and financial documents of the
Agency shall be audited annually by the General Auditor.

fer of Ri | Obligati
The Rights and Obligations of the Ethiopian Press

Agency are here by transferred to the Agency.

PART THREE
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS
- ion of I
The administration of the employees of the Agency shall
be governed by Regulation to be issued by the House of
Peoples™ Representatives.
lati | Directi

1/ The Peoples Representatives of the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia may issue
Regulations necessary for the implementation of
this Proclamation.

2/ The Board may issue directives necessary for the
implementation of this Proclamation and
Regulations issued under sub Article (1) of this
Article.



ax MEOERAL L ol w06 oM e i v % 47 B0LTE 9.9m

Federal Negarit Gazette N0.80, 13" Day of August, 2019 ......page 11533

R, PANT T 44990t
4. PHY APE L7002F AILTald Uio A0t
CAT @ P 1S5 N7 h 1T 14977 LS A=

€. PATCNEe TN LCHT TIRRoe hPE PC bPIT/
TZ AT A“10AA PoMNo- APE RpC EE/MTH (NY
APE T NELPA::

. PHYT APE &1 POLPET NI 09 T 0 LI
PANGC AL (MY APE P-4 1487 (°lampiil-
14971 ReS 9o

A8. hTE e220501 214
LV APE 484N 1.246T 200 I hoNOT 7
FI°C P05 LUGTA::

A%0 AN b0 7 b7 B0TE 997

WAeCP No-L,
PAMPAL  LollAP  L.9°N40.0CP

sTNAn  TELSTT

20 Valdivof —

1/ Without prejudice to the provisions of this
Proclamation, the relevant Mass Media Laws shall be
applicable.

2/ The Proclamation issued to establish the Ethiopian
Press Agency Proclamation No. 113/87 and the
amendment  Proclamation No. 75/89 are here by

repealed.

3/ No Law or Customary Practice shall in so far as it is
inconsistent with the provisions of this Proclamation
be applicable with respect to matters provided for by
this Proclamation.

21. Effective Date of the Proclamation

This proclamation shall enter in to force on the date of
Publication in the Federal Negarit Gazette.

Done at Addis Ababa, On the 13" Day of August, 2019

SHALEWORK ZEWDE
PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERAL DEMOCRATIC

REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA



