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ETHIOPIAN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION
ESTABLISHMENT PROCILAMATION (AMENDMENT)

WHEREAS, it is necessary to strengthen the Ethiopian
Human Rights Commission’s institutional and execution capacity
to enable the Commission to fulfill its mandates of promoting,
ensuring the respect of and protection of Human Rights in
Ethiopia;

WHEREAS, it is also found necessary to make nomination
and appointment process of Commissioners participatory and
transparent in addition to making improvements to provisions
related to the structure of the Commission, hiring and
management of staff and the budgetary independence of the
Commission in order to enhance public trust, acceptance and
effectiveness of the Commission ;

NOW, THEREFORE; in accordance with Article 55(1) and
55(14) of the Constitution of the Federal Democratic Republic of

Ethiopia it is hereby proclaimed as follows.
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The Ethiopian Human Rights Commission Establishment

Proclamation No. 210/2000 is hereby amended as follows:

1/ Article 2(1) is repealed and replaced as follows:

“ (1) Appointee means the Chief Commissioner for Human
Rights,
Commissioners

the Deputy Chief Commissioner,
for Women and Children Affairs and

other Commissioner heading different thematic Human

Deputy

Rights areas appointed by the House in accordance with
the Proclamation. Thematic areas include disability
rights, civil and political rights and socio economic and
cultural rights.”

2. The following new Sub Articles 6(11) — 6(13) are added
under Article 6 of the Proclamation and the former
Article 6(11) is accordingly amended as Article 6(14);

“6(11) Monitor the Human Rights situation during

election periods;

6(12) Without prejudice to the power vested on the
State of Emergency Inquiry Board, monitor the
Human Rights situation during state of

emergency;

6(13) Visit and monitor, without prior notice, any
correction centers or prisons, police detention
centers or any place where people are held in
custody or otherwise detained anywhere in the
country as well as any public service institution
such as schools, hospitals, shelter camps and

market centers.”
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3. Article 8(2) (d) is repealed and replaced as follows:

“8(2) (d) Not less than four Commissioners heading human
rights thematic areas”

4. Article 9 is repealed and replaced as follows:

“The Commission shall have its Head Office in Addis Ababa
and it may have additional branch offices or centers at any

place as determined by the Council of Commissioners”.

5. Article 11 is repealed and replaced as follows:

“11(1).The

following members:

Nomination Committee shall have the

a. The Speaker of the House ................ Chairperson;

b. The President of the Federal Supreme Court....Deputy
Chairperson;
¢. One member of the House to be elected by the joint

agreement of opposition parties having seats in the

d. One member of the National Electoral Board of
Ethiopia.......cocoiviiiiiiiiiicee, Member;
e. One member from the Ethiopian Inter-Religious
Council; oo Member;

f. One member from House of Federation , and

g. One member from Civil Society Organizations.

11(2) Nominating Committee shall have independent and
competent members who shall also fulfill the criteria,
as appropriate, for appointment of Commissioner under
Article 12 of the Proclamation.

11(3) The Nominating Committee shall follow a transparent
and participatory public nomination process as well as
use its own means to identify suitable candidates and
submit to parliament nominees it has selected by a
majority vote. To the extent possible, the list of
nominees should take into consideration gender diversity

and representation from different parts of the society.”
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6. Article 12(7) of the Proclamation is repealed and replaced

as follows:

“12(7) Is not a member of a political organization.”
7. Article 18 Salary and other Benefits of Commissioners

and Other Professional Work shall be prohibited

“18(1) The Chief Deputy  Chief
Commissioner and other Commissioners shall be

Commissioner,

entitled to the benefits and privileges determined
in accordance with the law provide for the

benefits of Government Higher officials.

18(2) An appointee shall not be allowed to engage in
other gainful, public or private employment during
his term of office. ”

8. Article 19(2) is amended to include the following new Sub
Articles (k), (I, (m) and (n):

“ k) Determine the internal organizational structure of the
Commission, assign the specific post of thematic
Commissioner’s and decide on the division of roles and
responsibilities among them;

) Call and preside over the meetings of the Council of

Commissioners;

m) Appoint department Directors and other Senior Officers
and determine their roles and responsibilities in
accordance with the work Directives adopted by the

Council of Commissioners;

n) Appoint heads of branch offices and Human Rights
Special Rapporteurs accountable to the Commission in
consultation with the Council of Commissioners. The
particulars shall be determined by Directives to be

issued by the Council of Commissioners. ”
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9. Article 21 is repealed and replaced as follows with a

new title:
“21. Powers and Duties of Thematic Commissioners

In addition to heading the thematic area of human rights
work they have been assigned to by the Chief
Commissioner, the thematic Commissioner have the

following duties and responsibilities:

a. Organize, oversee, and administer the activities in
their respective thematic areas in consultation with

the Chief Commissioner;

b. To lead and manage staff assigned to the thematic

area,

¢. Submit periodic and yearly activity and performance
reports to the Chief Commissioner on their respective
thematic areas;

d. Carry out other activities as may be assigned by the

Chief Commissioner. ”

10. Article 25 is amended including a new sub Article 25(4)

as follows:

“25(4) Any witness appearing before the Commission or a
whistleblower is afforded the same rights and
protection as provided under the ‘Protection of
Witnesses and Whistleblowers of Criminal Offences
Proclamation No. 699/2010° or as witnesses
appearing before a court of law, as appropriate.”

11. Articles 31(3) to (7) are repealed and replaced with new
Sub Articles 31(3) to (8) as follows:

“31(3) To issue Directives and adopt Rules of Procedures
and manuals on management of human resources,
property and finance, as well as on administration
of staff of the Commission based on Federal Civil
Service principles ;

31(4) To adopt policies and strategies relating to its
activities and the human rights mandates of the

Commission;
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following sub-Article 36(3) is added:

“36(2) As per the annual budget of the Commission
approved by the House and based on request from
the Commission in accordance with the finance
Regulations, the Ministry of Finance shall deposit
the 3 month quarterly budget in advance to the
bank account of the Commission.

36(3) In accordance with internal financial rules and

Directives to be adopted by the Council of

the has full

Commissioners, Commission

financial autonomy to administer its budget.”
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3. Effective Date
This Proclamation shall enter into force on the day of its

approval by the House of People’s Representatives.

Done at Addis Ababa On this 18" day of August, 2020.

SAHLEWORK ZEWDE
PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERAL DEMOCRATIC

REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA
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