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In accordance with artcle 19 sub-article 4 of proclamation
No. 1263/2021, by the powers and responsibilities of the
FDRE executive bodies, the minisetry of education declared
this directive.

Part one

General provisions

1. Short title
This directive may be cited as “Higher Education and,
Technical & Vocational Training Licensing and Renewal
of License directive no. 988/2024”.
2. Definitions
Notwithstanding the definitions provided in the Higher
Education Proclamation No 1152/2019, Council of
Ministers” Regulations No. 515/2021 and Technical and
Vocational Training Proclamation No 954/2016 unless
the context requires otherwise, in this directive:
1) “Licensing Sector” shall mean
a) Granting license for an institutions providing
higher education, delivering short term training,
engaging consultancy in Higher Education,
providing professional competence in Higher
Education and delivering program accreditation.
b) Licesne will be granted to a Technical and
Vocational Training institution established by
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2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)
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the fedral government or by foreign investor or
an individual to engage at federal level or
institution established by a foreign law.
“Renewal of License” shall mean a permit
accorded to an institution which has previously
granted license from the authority upon
expiration so as to continue service in the sector;
“Cancellation of License” shall mean return or
revoke of license by this directive, made against
any institution or program which compromised
the criteria set by the authority upon granting of
license;

“Minimum standards" refer to the minimal
quality of educational standards set by the
authority, that any institution must meet in order
to be licensed.

“Level” shall mean unit of competence which
ranges from one up to five granted to any trainer
of technical and vocational field to indicate the
and difficulty of

assignments which she/he is supposed to

level of complexity

accomplish at his/her respective field of
training;
“Occupational  Standard” shall mean

professional standard designated for
professionals engaged at various duties which
indicates the level of knowledge, skills and
attitude they are supposed to be equipped with
to successfully discharge in their respective
fields of assignments;

"Adaptive Training Materials” shall mean
environment and materials addressing persons
with disability designed in a manner which is
more accessible or suitable to the trainees’
needs;

“Regular Education” shall mean an education
program delivered on a regular day time periods.
“Online Learning” shall mean a system of
higher education offered entirely online using

internet and ICT materials without the student
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10)

11)

12)

13)

14)

15)

16)

17)

being required to physically avail to the
institution
“Distance Education” shall mean a system of

higher education limited to covering 50 kms
radius from the city or town where institution
granted license and where students are given
face to face deliberations at least two times per
term;
"Continuing education” shall mean an
education given in the evening, weekend, or
summer modalities;

“Evening Education” shall mean an education
program delivered at nights from Mondays to
Fridays, arranged in three proportionate
semesters of each year including the summer
season;

“Weekend Education” shall

education program delivered at

mean an
weekends
(Saturdays and Sundays) sessions, arranged in
three proportionate semesters of each year
including the summer season;

“Summer Education” shall mean a system of
higher education delivered during the summer
(Kiremt) season;

“Cross-border Education” shall mean a

system of education wherein a foreign
accredited institution delivers in cooperation
with locally licensed or accredited institution or
a foreign accredited higher education institution
which secured license locally to jointly or
severally deliver Masters and PhD programs
together:

“Campus relocation License request” shall
mean a permit which shall be granted to an
institution where such institution which was
previously licensed requests to shift to other
place in the same city or town when the license
was granted upon the authority’s confirmation;
“status” shall mean status granted to higher
institutions  such as

education university,
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3.

university college, college and institute or to

technical and vocational colleges such as
Polytechnic College, College or institute level

18) “Short Term Training” shall mean any kind
of training given at Higher Education or
Technical and Vocational Training program for
capacity building or for in parting knowledge
and skills;

19) “Student admission Capacity” shall mean the
maximum number of students institutions can
accommodate inline with the in puts and human
resource;

20) “Program Expansion request” shall mean
when an institution shall fulfil additional input
and human resources to admit additional
students on the Same existing and previously
licensed program;

21) “Additional Campus Request” shall mean a
request made by an institution to open new
campus in addition to previously licensed
campus;

22) “Additional Program request” shall mean a
request made by an institution to open a new
program in addition to the ones Licensed was
already granted,;

23) “Person” shall mean any natural person or an
organ with legal personality.

24) Any expressions in masculine shall include

feminine expression as well.

Scope of Application

This directive shall apply on any higher education and on

private or public Technical and Vocational Training

institutions license granted by the authority.

4.

Part two

Fundamental Affairs for Institutions, Programs,

Teachers and Students
Fundamental Affairs for Institutions

1) The institution shall be established on objectives
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2)

3)

4)

5)

a)

b)

c)

addressing national and public interests;

Where the institution is established as a share
company or a private (Private Limited Company),
it shall have article of association and
memorandum of association duly approved by the
concerned authorities and documents stating the
legal ownership of the institution shall be
provided;

Any existing or new company which seeks to
involve in the higher education sector shall attach
a guarantee of birr 500000 (Five hundred
thousand birr) or unconditional bank guarantee to
ensure that issues related to the students and the
activity will not be compromised;

Any institution shall be evaluated and get a
license by the authority to teach or offer training
in any program.

For any local higher education institution or a
foreign institution request following the listed
models to launch a Cross border higher education,
the foreign institution shall have accreditation in
the requested program;

Can apply for a Branch Campus Model, A
recognized foreign higher education institution
that wants to provide education in a cross-border
program in second degree and third degree can
open a branch campus in Ethiopia and provide
education in Ethiopia in an equivalent manner in
the subjects recognized in the country.

Can apply for a Franchised Model at the second-
degree level in which an institution in one country
provides education
agreement that allows it to use the name and
reputation of a recognized higher education
institution in another country.

Can apply for a twinning Model, in which a

in accordance with an
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6)
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recognized foreign institution of higher education
in Ethiopia with a licensed or recognized
institution of higher education in which they teach
together, review the curriculum, teach foreign
higher education institution teachers in Ethiopia or
with the help of technology, conduct exams, and It
is a method of education where the students go to
a foreign institution of higher education for at
least one semester for a master's degree or for a
period of more than one year or for a doctorate
degree and follow their education for two
semesters in an institution abroad;

Can apply for an Online Learning Model, when
the definition given in this directive, it is a system
of education whereby an accredited foreign online
teaching higher education institution may jointly
deliver programs with a locally licensed higher
education institution.

For any local higher education institution to

launch Cross border higher education, the
institution shall have similar educational delivery
system which is equivalent to its foreign
counterpart institution;
Any institution Seeking to be engaged in
education and training sector shall have Business
registration and business license or investment
license from the concerned authority in charge of
issuing permits to involve in the sector;
Any Institution may grant status upon its
application or during their establishment, or after
granted a license or while they are on active
service thereafter;
A. “Institute will be granted
i A status granted to a higher education
institution which has been offering degree
program at least in one subject according
to provisions of Article 13 of the Higher
Education Proclamation No. 1152/2019
and upon fulfillment of detailed standard

set forth by the authority;
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A status granted to a technical and

vocational institution offering level | and

level 11 education and training as well as
short-term trainings.
B. College will begranted when:

i. A status granted to a higher
education institution which has been
offering degree program in an
institution set up in a unit above
department according to provisions
of Article 13 of the Higher Education
1152/2019 and

upon fulfillment of detailed standard

Proclamation No.

set forth by the authority;

ii. A status granted to a technical and
vocational institution offering from
level | and level 1V on disciplines
designated for such level of

education and training.

C. University College status granted to
institution that fulfills criteria set forth in
provisions of Article 11 sub-articles 1-3
of the Higher Education Proclamation
No. 1152/2019 and the detailed standard
set forth by the authority;

D. “Polytechnic College” shall mean an
education and training institute which
undertakes professional disciplines which
fall under level I-V of the Technical and
Vocational Sector;

E. “University” shall mean an institution
which fulfills the standard set forth
pursuant to education Article 10 sub-
articles 1-3 of the Higher Education
Proclamation No. 1152/2019 and the
detailed criteria set forth by the authority

Any institution submits a request for a license in
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a new field of study, it shall also notify the student
intake capacity along with an application letter; In
terms of the existing organization and resources,
and Institutions shall be providing evidence of
their need and intake capacity of students.

10) Any institution may expand its Intake capacity of
students upon a request submitted to the authority
and upon fulfilling the criteria so listed, once it
has granted license to deliver education or training

programs;

11) Any institution Licensed to undertake higher
education may offer short term trainings relevant
to support the education program it has been to
take part; meanwhile, the institution shall obey the
level of certificate, length of time and credit hours
accepted by standard and guidelines;

12) Any Higher Education institution shall make
request, fulfill the criteria set forth by the
authority and get license to offer short term
training in any field to which license has not been
granted; Short-term training provided by any
higher education institution, however, shouldn't
cause disruption to the institution's regular

teaching and learning activities.

13) Any institution shall get a license from the
authority to offer consultancy, professional
competency evaluation and program accreditation
service at higher education sector;

14) An institution which has been imposed penalty
may apply for license as the penalty period lapsed;

15) Notwithstanding their professional independence
of autonomous institutions involved in teaching
learning process, they shall implement their
programs by duly observing the requirements
made pertaining to quality education, internal

organization and intake capacity of their
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programs;

16) Any higher education institution shall have
independent organizational set up, inputs and
building or campus dedicated to run higher
education service;

17) Any higher education institution granted license
to undertake higher education shall not use inputs
meant contrary to the objectives including for
technical and vocational training, general
education and other similar purposes;

18) Any institution must have a standard website with
clear and reliable information that reflects current
institutional changes and reflects the institution's
current status, as well as a video/moving image
visible to the public.

19) Institutions shall post the granted license from the
authority and admission criteria on the official
webpage of the institutions as well as on notice
board of the campus where by the service
recipients can easily access;

20) Any higher education institution shall have
research article of its PhD candidates published on
a reputable journal as a requirement for
graduation. Details of the criteria shall be issued
by the authority;

21) Any higher education institution shall avail copy
of the research article or thesis of its graduate
students on a national repository (archive) as a
requirement for graduation at post graduate level;
Details of the criteria shall be issued by the
authority;

22) Any institution may amend or improve its
organizational structure; and such amendment or
improvement shall be reported to the authority;

23) Any institution shall report employment and
promotion which applies to its academic,

administrative and finance employees to the
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24)

25)

26)

27)

28)

29)

30)

31)

authority,

Whenever legal trade name of institutions is
changed, it shall submit document related to the
change to the authority which are issued by the
concerned body;

Whenever it’s necessary the authority may offer
clarification in

professional assistance and

regarding to license and renewal of license

criteria;
The authority may re-evaluate the licensed
programs or granted status, Make some

amendments thereto at any time where believes
that is necessary,

In every aspect of institutional operations, any
new or existing institution shall take into account
citizens with special need.

Any higher education institution shall have at
least 25 percent of its current graduates pass exit
exam, as a criteria to get renewal of license; It will
be applied to the students who will be accepted
from the year the country's exit exam began to be
given,

Any technical and vocational training institution
shall have at least 50 percent of current students
completing the training pass professional
competence examination, as a criteria to get
renewal of license;

Any technical and vocational training institution
may consider training on evening program in
consultation with sectoral or public service offices
having closer ties with the profession, taking into

account suitability, relevance and quality of the

training.

Any licensed technical and vocational training
institution shall support, train and other
professionally augment small and micro

enterprises;
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32)

33)

34)

35)

36)

37)

38)

39)

40)

41)

Any technical and vocational training institution
shall provide memorandum of understanding
signed with an industry in the area to provide
practical cooperative training related to the
program;

Any technical and vocational training institution
may claim to get license for the next level
training, when 50 percent of trainees who were
registered for professional competence are proven
to have been competent;

Any licensed Institutions offering professional
competence evaluation shall have academic
credentials of examinee authenticated by
concerned  authority  before  undertaking
competence evaluation;

Any program license remains functioning only as
long as the license of the institution remains valid;
Any institution shall re-invest at least 25 percent
of the net income generated from the education
sector for the improvement of education;

The authority may decide to re-evaluate the field
visit when it is convinced that, the previous
evaluation for license lacks sufficient information
and evidence;

With regard to the license guidelines formulated
by the authority to ensure the quality of technical
and vocational institutions, the authority may its
support in connection with licensing by ratifying a
memorandum of understanding with regional and
city administration;

Any institution shall make campus change only
on the same town or city with the radius of not
more than 10 Kms.

Any higher education institution shall conduct its
activities as per the focus area and differentiation
(institutional mission) set by the authorized body;

When any institution that has been providing
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42)

education and training wants a license to launch a
new program or new campus or teach another
modality, the license will be granted based on the
strength of prior performance, and detailed
performance will be made in compliance with the
criteria

program license For public higher education
institutions shall be made pursuant to provisions
of article 85 of Higher Education Proclamation

No. 1152/2019.

Fundamental Affairs for Program

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9

Any institution seeking to commence a new
program or sustain the existing ones shall
undertake needs assessment, market analysis and
validation workshop with stakeholders prior to the
action;

Institutional and program license shall be granted
to private higher education and technical and
vocational training institution when they have
fulfilled the standards ;

Programs to be launched by public higher
education institutions shall meet the standards;

A license issued to any institution will apply only
for the campus, program and duration which the
authority evaluated for;

When the authority grants license to any
institution, number of students will be limited as
per the standard for every modality and program;
any Institutions shall give health science and
medical program on regular modality only;

Any higher education institution shall deliver
distance education only at a first-degree level;
Any private higher education institution shall not
teach teacher education and law sectors;

Any technical and vocational training institutes

shall not train any training on distance modality;




NAo- Aha  020m PR TAOS
Prd  ovil AP Ol W@
T 07 AANT:

58)  FUCTST AAMT OAT PEP TVTF -9
TR R0 TEDEI° Aovhdo T 0L9° AA
PLSALE ATNTTIC P AmeP LPS.
Po20mo-  hiy PRI Nilda  WERAY°
e AL teodCt AP HCHC
hé.ZA0v-9° (IHCHC aoN4.CT LAARA =

#5g) Cav 70T NS TIVCT TR LI LT
O-teopt ONGAT  TIVCT APE ¢PC
1152/2011 A7P& 85 Ol ¢o1S-L
LUPGTA

& PTCULTP° ool P HAL
&)  TIFe9e TR R4N
Aavhd. T oL 70477 TEVI°
ANNPmA  PEATT S0a: e PG AG
WALCY  AhAt?  eald  ho& ¢S
L LTCOI AN
g AN PheE  TFPUCT A eEhLhg
ov-¢ AAMG ALNT CHRIGT PTENEIC
LPL Po2.0mar fom- a0 4.CAT
A ANTo ATT NF LPTA:

Py P e TE FCVCT TR
P e TECPT Pome Pavaoll¥
@AL.CAT T1AT LTCUVTPA:

9 ATMIEe9 TR PN 4P
P70 0 NANA N 1909
atddLat ageTa: P9°UCT ool AG
10 NF LPTA:

&) AANANE AT 09 TR LPL OGP
0775 w9° ¢F9°VCT oG aoCy “I0C
P16 RPC 180 P14 LUPTAE

Z) MIFo9e AR MG AT PVNICS
UGt @A eoOmd PO TAo-

TEV9°

10) Any higher education institutions seeking to get
license for Doctor of Medicine and Specialty
program shall have its own teaching hospital;

11) Any higher education institutions institutional
curriculum approved by the authority shall not
change its degree nomenclature and curriculum
prior to expiration of the license without the
permission of the authority.

12) A higher Education curriculum evaluated and
approved by the authority at institution or campus
level may apply at other campuses of the same
institution unless the license or renewal of license
period has already expired/ lapsed;

13) When higher education institutions request the
authority to get license to launch any education,
the curriculum shall be evaluated and approved
prior to field visit;

14) On a special basis when there is no other option
to offer the course, the authority may give a
permit to the institutions to offer the course on a

block-course basis.

Fundamental affairs for Students

1) Any institution shall admit students for programs
to which is granted license only based on
admission criteria set by the concerned body;

2) any institutions shall admit students only who’s
academic credentials have been authenticated by
an authorized body,

3) Any institution shall submit the list of registered
students of licensed program to the authority
within two months after the class has been begun.

4) Any institution shall enroll and teach students
only in licensed institution, campus, mode of
delivery, level, program or training name, and
permitted number of annual student intake
capacity;

5) Any institution shall not enroll and teach a




N % aoCy INC ANF LPTA:

) MIFo9° ehe s T9PVCT R NCPT
TIVCT eoCY NC T0TIC LT A0
NawPavl @ 804 NF LPTA:

) MEe9 PN e rE 9PUCT TR9e
PavgYCr T AT U FPUCT  HCET7
QOTTIC A LTI

b)) iFo9c eEnLhs oo 0AMG  ARYe
P79 AAms  ONCPT  ooCy  NC
TAAMT ALTAI:

I PG o9 s FUCT TR
Wwages Lnté T A5 OVEAAAL T9VCT
LPe ATTT A Rove PMINETICP
POTIA AS Lo LA

G e TE  TVCT R

015 TVCT HCE ORI L5 PARD

NCYrT  FUCT 4.2 L Lo ALNP

nANANE 4P aen, PACYT THIPVCT

AT P24 NP7 MA@ T1LLD RETAY:
0-+E9> @L9® Nag°T0 LLE NANANE

TN PALL OCYUT FIPVCT PP

OLYP° 4.PL AEAT Lho- ANhANY 40

1h)

O-tavaa g, 1dgo 0A0° T hge A
oo G @LY° apmPI° LT AA:

I ehe s reevct TR a9t
PHIVCT  ooCY-MNCT  4.2L  med

NCY1-T9°VC-1: NAANANT hevhnl 9°ANS-
04T +LI° ov19°19° AG -0, “I0-1Tahe
TRCY wpLd LTCNIA:

M1F 09 PNeTE TIVCT AR (AR
U3 hCA7 aoonmt MA A48 AP
e AN QANANE F9PUCH: (1Nach
ncn A0 ALPE o9 AoNT

19)

6)

7)

8)

student or trainee; before it’s granted a license and
after the license or renewal of the license period
has lapsed;

Any institution shall give and notify students
grade report of the previous semester and term;
before beginning registration for the next semester
and term;

Any Student who wants to pursue a postgraduate
program shall take the graduate admission test and
entrance exam based on the procedure set forth by
the concerned body;

It shall be ensured that students graduating in any
program or subject of study have acquired the
right skills, attitude, and knowledge that make
them fit in joining the respective world of a career
after examination

taking the competence

conducted by the authorized body.

7. FEundamental affairs for Academic staffs

1)

2)

3)

4)

Any institution shall meet the requirements for
academic staffs or trainers the curriculum requires

and the one set by the authority;

Any academic staffs teaching at higher education
institutions shall have qualification which is one

step higher than the level she or he is to teach;

Any institution shall have permanent academic
staffs whose academic credentials authenticated

by the concerned body.

Any institution whose permanently academic
staffs have been resigned, shall replace new
academic staff within two months of the
resignation. The credentials and other supporting
document of the replaced academic staff shall be

evaluated and permitted.
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5) Expatriate academic staff shall have legal
residence and work permit as well as
authenticated and equivalence of academic
credentials by concerned body;

6) Any higher education institution shall accord
academic rank that comply with promotion
requirements set by Ministry of Education and the
approval shall follow the procedure of promotion;

7) Any higher education institution shall physically
avail permanently employed academic staffs or
trainers with academic credentials and similar
required documents during field visit;

8) Any academic staff shall devote a minimum of 3
hours of consultation each week for the students;

9) weekly teaching load of permanent academic
staff shall not exceed 12 credit hours per week and
6 credit hours per week for parttime academic
staff. However, the teaching load can exceed up to
15 credit hours per week in exceptional
circumstances upon the institutional missions and
objectives;

10) Any permanently employed academic staff or
trainer shall submit all income tax and pension
contribution evidence deducted and paid to the
government throughout the employment period;

11) Any academic staff who is permanent employee
of one institution shall not become permanent
employee of another institution;

12) Any academic staff who is been permanent
employee of one institution shall be liable if she or
he hired permanently in another institution;

13) Any higher education institutions shall submit the
employee contract agreement and consent forms
of all academic staff who are permanently
employed;

14) Any higher education institution shall hire

instructors based on the Ministry of Education
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higher education instructors’ nomination standard.

Part Three

Application Request for License or Renewal of License

And

Issuing License, Renewal of License, Cancellation of

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

1)

2)

License or Renewal of License

Application for License or Renewal of License

Any institution or program shall request and
submit the authority with documents, human
resource data and in puts required for license as
per the minimum quality standard criteria set by
the authority;

Any Institution shall pay application fee for
issuing of license or renewal of license to the
authority;

Unless otherwise the institution or program applies
before six months for renewal of license, the
granted license will be cancelled by the consent of
the Institution.

Any institution seeking to change its status shall
apply to the authority to get license 3 (three)
months prior to effecting the anticipated status
change;

Any institution seeking campus change shall
apply to the authority to get license 3 (three)
months prior to effecting the anticipated campus
change;

Any new application request for license of
institution or program shall be made based on the
schedule the authority notifies.

Issuing License

Any higher education institution or program
Application request for license shall be granted for
three years after fulfilling all the standards set by
the Authority.

an Institution applying for status change may be

accorded the requested status upon fulfilling of the
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3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

standard set by the authority;
Any institution which failed to provide complete
documents by the time of document scrutiny shall
provide all the unfulfilled documents within 45
(forty-five) days. Where such period lapses, the
institution shall be presumed to have unilaterally
terminated the license process and it may reapply
within 90 (ninety) days by fulfilling all the
requirements set by the authority.

Any institution whose first license application was
denied shall meet all requirements and reapply
again within 90 (ninety) days. If the institution
fails to reapply within that time frame, it is deemed
to have cancelled the license application on its
own volition and must resubmit one year after his
first application was rejected.

Any institution denied license being evaluated
pursuant to sub article 4 of this article, may
reapply one year after its application for license
was denied;

Any institution denied license being evaluated
pursuant to sub article 5 of this article, may
reapply two years after its application for license
was denied;

Institutions asking for a license for technical and
vocational short-term

training, trainings,

professional competence evaluators, program
accreditation service, and consultation services
shall be granted a three-year license if they meet
standards set by the authority.

Any institution requesting application to
undertake short term trainings may be granted
license for one year where the training spans from
one months to six months and two years of license
where the training spans from seven months to one
year; and license is granted when the institution

fulfils the standards set by the authority;
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10.

9) Matters listed out from sub-article 4 through 6 of
these articles shall also apply for issues listed out
in sub article 7 and 8;

10) The authority may grant license to accreditation
association on the basis of fields of studies and on

a priority order it deems fit.

Issuing Renewal of License

1) Any higher education institution applying for
renewal of license shall be granted for five (5)
years when the institution fulfills the standards set
by the authority;

2) Any Technical and vocational training institution,
short term training, professional competence
evaluators, program accreditation and consultancy
service offering institutions applying for renewal
of license shall be granted for three (3) years when
the institution fulfills the standards set by the
authority;

3) Any institution which failed to provide complete
documents by the time of document scrutiny shall
provide all the unfulfilled documents within 45
(forty-five) days. Where such period lapses, the
institution shall be presumed to have unilaterally
terminated the renewal of license process and it
may reapply within 90 (ninety) days by fulfilling
all the requirements set by the authority.

4) Any institution whose first renewal of license
application was denied shall meet all requirements
and reapply for a second time within 90 (ninety)
days. If the institution fails to reapply within that
time frame, it is deemed to have cancelled the
renewal of license application on its own volition
and must resubmit one year after his first
application was rejected.

5) An institution whose application for license

renewal made pursuant to sub-article 4 of this
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11.

12.

article is denied, it shall transfer students to
another institution having a license with specific
program and report to the authority with in 1

month;

6) An institution that has been denied renewal of a

7)

license or ordered to transfer students to
institutions having a license may re-apply for a
new license after two vyears following the
announcement;

When the authority face difficulties to have a
field visit evaluation of institutions seeking to
have renewal of license, evaluation may be made
by though current technology or other feasible
means which don’t compromise the standard sets
and granted provisional certificate.

Cancellation of License or Renewal of License

1) The authority may cancel the license of any
institution, if it fails to apply renewed of
license on time;

2) The license or renewal of license of an
institution or a program may be cancelled
where the institution is proven through
evaluation to have compromised some of the
criteria set by the authority;

3) unless otherwise the foreign higher education

renewed the

institution its accreditation,

authority shall cancel the host country
institution license granted for the modality and
specific program.

4) Unless the

improvements on compromised quality of

otherwise institution makes
education, legal violation and the imposed
shall the

institution or program license.

penalty, the authority cancel

Exit procedure of an Institution or a Program

1) Any institution which seeks, out of its own self

initiation, to close the program or training to
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2)

3)

4)

5)

which license was granted from the authority
or due to acceptable force measure which
prevented it from sustaining its activities may
only close such program or training by
applying for the authority before 6 months and
meets the criteria the authority has set for such
action;

Any institution shall not admit new students
for a program to which a willful closing
application has been submitted to the
authority, from the moment such application
has been made;

For the application indicated on sub-article 1
of this article, the institution shall transfer the
students to another licensed institution on its
own cost and shall report the task for the
authority within time frame to be decided by
the authority. If the institution fails to take
such action, sufficient amount of money shall
be deducted from the five hundred thousand
birr the institution had blocked at bank for
such purposes. The institution shall reimburse
the money which has been deducted from the
guarantee attached.

Notwithstanding the provisions of sub-article
3 of this article, an institution whose request to
close has been accepted may be specially
ordered to take proper action without
compromising quality of education to train and
graduate students whose field of studies are
not offered by other institutions in the town
the closing campus is situated or in the nearby
locality;

An institution that is ordered to close
programs or training due to compromising
quality education or violating the law shall

transfer students to another licensed institution
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13.

14.

15.

of their choice by covering the entire cost
within the time frame decided by the authority
and report the action to the authority. If it fails
to do so, a sum of money sufficient for this
action may be deducted from the five hundred
thousand (500.000) birrs blocked at a bank as

a guarantee.
PART FOUR

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

About Making Suggestion

1) If any person or institution know or observe
any means concerning violation declared in
this directive, the violation shall be reported
to the authority. The authority shall take
corrective measures as per the institutional
procedural directive.

2) The authority has a duty to protect and

confidentiality of the whistle blower.

Legal Violations
1) Notwithstanding responsibility being taken

by the institution and the trainees thereto, an
institution which has been found to undertake
education and training without getting license
from the authority shall be subjected to civil
and criminal liability;

2) Any violation committed by any institution
declared by this directive shall be subjected
to civil and criminal liability.

Accountability and Responsibility

1) Any institution violates the higher education
proclamation, technical and vocation training
proclamation, council of minister’s regulation
for education and training authority structure,
power and responsibilities, other directives of

the authority and evaluation standards shall
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16.
1)

2)

17.

be legally liable and responsible.

2) The authority shall keep confidential all the

information collected from institutions in the
process of administration and implementation

of this directive.

Duty to Cooperate

Institutions are duty bound to provide the
authority any information and evidences it needs
at any time. This shall be done as per the
procedure which will be prepared to designate
the duties and responsibilities of the two parties;
The authority has the duty to provide important
information pertaining to licensing to higher
and technical and

education institutions

vocational training institutions.

Grievance and Resolution Procedure

Any institution aggrieved with the actions and decisions

of the licensing entity may file its grievance to the

authority based on provisions of this directive;

18.
1)

2)

3)

Inapplicable Laws

Directives promulgated by the Ministry of
Education namely: Recognition, License and
Renewal
No. 575/2021, Distance Education Directive No.
576/2021, cross border Education Directive No.
578/2021, No.
806/2021, Postgraduate Directive No. 574/2021
and Institutions’ Status Directive No. 577/2021

Directives, Undergraduate Directive

Online Learning Directive

will be applicable unless it’s contents are against
this directive;

The Technical and Vocational Education and
Training Institutions Program Registration and
Accreditation Directive promulgated will be
applicable unless it’s contents are against this
directive;

Notwithstanding provisions of sub-article 1 and
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matters contrary to the things mentioned in this
directive.
19. Amendment
Ministry of Education may amend this directive when

it is necessary.

20. Effective date of the directive

This directive shall have effect as of the date of its
registration with ministry of junstice and its uploading

on the official website of Ministry of Education.
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