
f1\.+r-*1 .u'-..t-I\CC.'L'fPht-.tJ'CC ~T1Il\.h

~lot-A '1;JtT ;JUlI)
FEDERAL NEGARIT GAZETA

OF THE FEDERAL DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF ETIllOPIA

0-1\+'1 'too+ <liTeIii
h.tlll hOIl - '11-1:+Ii .,., Iiiffl Ok.-1-r-A'1.u'..t-I\'f Jl'fPht-.t1'f ~T1IA.h

fib,,11 -tlDttr-'f ,..he f1.-1-mq-t~-1-flDlIJ

2adYear No. 19

tDIS ABABA - 22ad February, 199

oym-6Ii

hCP~ ck'l'C 0i/!ifit~ 'i.fD.
00~t- f-U1~+ 1\1-IlI\Dl/.UOO-(l)11:A-T f(l)lI)

h cP~ 1Jt f~§

CONTENTS

Proclamation No. 31/1996
OffencesAgainstthe Safetyof Aviation
ProclaIIlation , Page164

h"~ ck'l'C 0i/!ifit~

00~t- f-U1~+ 1\1-IlI\Dl/.UOO-(l)1~
f(l)lI) h"~

00~t- f-U1~+ 1\1- fDl/.4.S00- (l)11:A-T hll1.'i fl1fDo
th1-(I)+'i 111l+ Oh~+~ hf-;J I\1-fDl/.'I'I\- 001T'i:ffDo1
00011011 A~tLU), th1 (1)'1'1:C1.-fT 1\009:*fD 'il\fDh+~
llfDfD~-fT f(l)m-'i 1\.+r-*1 llfDfD~-Hi1 h4.~OO- h1~T

h1.t:...OoolT!!:I

1\.+r-*1 1Sf-+~:ftD-1 'il\fDh+~ llfDfD~-fT (l)f-

.,...,QC 1\00+C1fD f1\.+r-*1 f(l)11:A th.., hl1A flT~ th..,
"7fDoII)+hll4.I\1. 1Tq"0001"-1:1

01\.+r-*1 4..1..t-I\'£ .'L'fPht-.t1CC tT1tl\.h th1

001..,P'+ h1+Jt 2~ (i) ODIP~+ fDl/.h+l\m- :f"fDo~AII

i. hlif.l"Ccbll

".,U h"~ " 00~t- f-U1~+ 1\1- IlI\Dl/.UOO-(l)11:A-T
f(l)lI) hCP~ -k'l'C 0i/!ifit~" +-i}A- l\.m+ll 1-TI\A==

I. +C~'"
OtLOhCP~ m-ll'l'I
i. "00~t- 1\1-11\ h1-t'1"I\1" "71\+ fh1-C',.I\). f(Dolif.l"

OC'T h+o""O+ 1.fI. 1:fD~ O~ AllhDl/.h4.+ 1:~1l
Il\fDo11.fI. fDl/.ool\h+ .t1T1 h1-~"I\)' +1p..1~4.
A1f-1T~ 1-U 1.fI. h1-t'1"1\)'1'i OfDollm-11\-+1

l1SJJT'i111~-I:1 00-1\-,000-""1\"7111\+'"fDl/.(I)llf-fDo1
1;.fI.1-tn.fDt-AI

rJlf. ";J
}1.60

Unit Price

PROCLAMATION NO. 31/1996
A PROCLAMATIONTO PROVIDEFOR OFFENCES

AGAINST THE SAFElY OF AVIATION

WHEREAS, realizing that offences against the safety of
aviation greatlyendanger life and property, international conven-
tions of which Ethiopia is one of the signatory states have been
adopted to suppress such offences;

WHEREAS, in order to implement the conventions
ratified by Ethiopia, iris necessary to promulgate a law forming
an integralpartof thePenalCode;, ,

NOW, THEREFORE, in accordan2ewith Article 55(1) of
the Constitutionof the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia,
it is hereby proclaimed as follows:

1. Sholt title

This Proclamationmay be cited as the "Offences Against the
Safety of Aviation Proclamation No. 31/1996."

2. Definitions
In this Proclamation:

1) "an aircraft in flight" refers to the period from the
moment when all the external doors of an aircraft are
closed following embarkation until the moment when any
such door is opened for disembarkation; and includes, in
case of forced landing, the time until the aircraft as well as
the persons and property on board are released;
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2) "an aircraft in service" refers to the period starting
from the time of the preflight preparation of the
aircraft by ground personnel or by the crew for a
specific flight until twenty-four hours after any

,landing; but it shall not, in any event, be less than the
entire period during which the aircraft is in flight as
defined in sub-Article (1) of this Article.

3. Unlawful Seizure or Control of an Aircraft

Whosoever intentionally and unlawfully seizes or exer-
cises cortrol of an aircraft in service by violence or threats
thereof or by any other form of intimidation is punishable
with rigorous imprisonment from fifteen to twenty-five
years.

d, ' ,:, j<, ".

4. En~-4f!gerin~.1ill:!-1tcr4ftin FJight ;,
1), Whosoever negl!gentl5' performs all act of violence

, against 3:~rson on board ';maircraft in flight, which
act[is likely to endanger the.safety of that aircraft, is
punishable with rigorous imprisonment from five to
fifteen years.

.

2) Whosoever intentionally performs an act of violence
against a person on board 'an aircaft in flight, which

: act is likely to endanger the safety of that aircraft, is
punishablewith rigorous'imprisonmentfrom fifteen
to twenty-fiveyears.

5. DamageJo anAircraftin Service

1) Whosoevernegligentlydestroysan aircraftin service
or causesdamagewhichrendersit incapableof flight
or which is likely to endanger its safety in flight, is
punishablewith,rigorous imprisonmentfrom five to
fifteenyears.

2) Whosoever intentionally destroys an aircraft in
serviceor causesdamagewhichrenders it incapable
of flight or which is likely to en~angerits safety in

flig4t~,is punishablewi~hrigorousimprisonment
from fifteento twenty-fivey~ars.

6. Placinga Device or Substanceon anAricraftin Ser,vice

1) ',Whosoevernegligentlyplacesor causes to be placed
on ~ airCfaftin seryice,by ~y meanswhatsoever,a
device or substance which is likely to~estroy that
aircraft or to cause damage to it which renders it
'incapableof flightodo endaDgerits safetyin flight,is
punishablewith rigorous imprisonmentfrom five'to
fifteenyears.

2) Whosoeverintentionallyplacesorcausesto be placed
on an'aircraft in service,by any meanswhatsoever,a
device or substance which is likely to destroy.that
aircraft or to cause damage to it which renders it
incapable,offlightor to endangerits safetyin flight,is

, puni,shablewith rigorous imprisonmentfrom fifteen
to twentY~fiveyears.

7.' Damageto Air Navigation'FacilitiesorEquipment

1) Whosoever negligently destroys or damages air
navigationfacilitiesor equipment,or interfereswith
their operation, which act is likely to endanger the
safety of an aircraft in flight, is punishable with
rigorous imprisonmentfrom five to fifteen years.
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Whosoever intentionally destroys or damages
air navigation facilities or equipment, or interferes with
their operation, which act is likely to endanger the
safety of an aircraft in flight, is punishable with
rigorous imprisonment from fifteen to twenty-five
years.

8. Communication of False Information Endangering the
Safety of an Aircraft in Flight

1) Whosoever negligently communicates information
which he knows to be false, thereby endangering the
safety of an aircraft in flight, is punishable with
rigorous imprisonment from five to fifteen years.

2) Whosoever intentionally communicates information
which he knows to be false, thereby endangering the
safety of an aircraft in flight, is punishable with
rigorous imprisonment from fifteen to twenty-five
years.

9. Aggravating Circumstances

Where the offences committed under the preceding
Articles cause damage to life, person or health, the
punishment is, having regard to the gravity of the offence,
rigorous imprisonment for life or death.

10. Breaches of Duty

Whosoever, charged with the responsibility of preven-
""tingQr controlling offences against the safety of aviation,
'tallbwsthe placing of a device or substance which causes
'damage"to ari!aircraft in flight or in service or to air
'navigation equipment or facilities, by failing to properly
discharge his duties, is punishable with rigorous im-
prisonment from five to fifteen years; in cases where the
offence causes damage to life, person or health, the
punishment is rigorous imprisonment not exceeding
twenty-five years.

11. Effective Date

This Proclamationshall come into force as of the 220d
day of February, 1996.

Done at Addis Ababa, this 220dday of February, 1996

NEGASO GIDADA (DR.)

PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERAL DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA


