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- Proclamation No. 532/2007

A PROCLAMATION TO AMEND THE
ELECTORAL LAW OF ETHIOPIA

WHEREAS, it has become necessary to enable the
nations, nationalities and peoples of Ethiopia  to

_exercise their right to self administration without any

discrimination through their representatives elected in a
direct and free election;

WHEREAS, it has become necessary that any
electoral activity shall be guided by an electoral law

that meets international standards;

WHEREAS, it has become necessary to establish an
electoral institution that conducts free, fair and

-peaceful elections at every level in an impartial manner

in which Ethiopians freely express their will on the
basis of equal popular suffrage and secret ballot
system;

WHEREAS, it has become necessary to establish an
electoral system that enables political parties with different

_views 'to participate in the election and introduce their

objectives to the electorate in a peaceful and legal manner,
and that enables the people to elect their representatives
based on informed decisions and free expression of their will;

WHEREAS, it has become necessary to put in place
an instrument that enables political parties and
independent candidates running for elections to play a
constructive role in ensuring fair, peaceful, free and
democratic elections;
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WHEREAS, it has become necessary to establish a joint
political parties’ forum and other bodies that give
administrative decisions to resolve disputes that occur in the
election process, and to put in place a clear and effective
system of looking into complaints and appeals;

NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with Article
55 (1) and Article 102 of the Constitution of the
Federal Democratic Republic of Ethlopla it is hereby
proclaimed as folloWs

PART ONE
GENERAL PROVISIONS

1. Short Title

This Proclamation 'may be cited as the “Electoral
Law of Ethiopia. Amendment = Proclamation
No.532/2007".

2. Definitions

v'UnIess ‘the “context otherwise requires,
proclamation:

in this

1/ “FDRE” means the Federal Democratic Repub-
lic of Ethiopia;

2/ “Constitution” means the Constitution of the
FDRE; '

3/ “Region” means a Region established in

accordance with Article 47 of the Constitution,

“and for the implementation of this Proclamation
shall include Addis Ababa and Dire Dawa;

4/ “Election” means general elections, local elections, by-
elections and re-clections’ conducted in accordance
with the constitltions of the FDRE and Regional
constitutions and other relevant laws;

5/ “General elections” means elections to the
House of Peoples’ ~Representatives and
Regional State councils conducted in
accordance with relevant laws; '

6/ “Local elections” means elections to Zonal,
Woreda, City, Municipality, Sub City or Kebele
couneils conducted in accordance with relevant
laws; .

7/ “By-eleaions” means elections conducted to fill
in vacant seats of members whose mandates are
terminated due to recall or any other reason;
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8/ “Reelection” means an election to be conducted
upon the decision of the Board in accordance
with this Proclamation or where candidates get
equal votes and becomes impossible to
determine the winner; '

9/ “Referendum” means a system of voting

" conducted when decided in accordance with the
Constitution of the FDRE to assess public
interest and to know the decision of the public.

10/ “Electoral Roll” means a record wherein voters
are registered at polling stations as electors for
elections conducted at every levels;

11/ “Elector’s Identification Card” means an
identification card issued to an elector upon
registration at polling stations;

12/ “Political Organization or Political Party” means
a grouping legally registered to promote its
political programme in a lawful manner;

13/ “Constituency” means an electoral district
established by dividing the nation’s territories
in accordance with the law and in a manner
conducive for the execution of elections and for
the people to elect their representatives;

14/ “Polling station” means a location where voter

registration, voting and counting is carried out
for elections conducted at every levels;

15/ “Observer” includes both local and foreign
election observers; ‘

16/ “Local election observer” means a legally registered
and independent domestic organization that in
accordance with the license given to it by the Board
observes elections by assigning its representatives;

17/ “Foreign election observer” means governments or

international, ~ Regional and sub  regional
organizations, or governmental and non-

- governmental agencies operating in or out of the
country invited to observe election in accordance
with international law to which a country is a party
or upon the invitation of the Government where
necessary.
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18/ “Public observer” means an impartial resident

of each constituency or polling station elected
by the people to observe elections;

- 19/ “On site representative” means a person

represented by a political party or private
candidate running for election to a specific
constituency or polling station and observe the
election process on site and follow the respect
of the rights of the body he represents;

20/ “Mobile Observer” means a person represented

by a ‘political party or candidate running for
election and observes the election process and
follows the respect of the rights of the body he
represents by moving to different polling
stations in a constituency;

21/ “Grievance Hearing Committee” means a

committee established in accordance with this

Proclamation during elections to give

administrative decisions to complaints lodged

at a regional electoral office, a constituency and
- a polling station level,

22/ “Secretariat” means Secretariat of the National

Electoral Board of Ethiopia;

23/ “Person” means any natural or juridical person.

. Scope of Application

This Proclamation shall be 2pnlicable to general
elections and as appropriate to local elections, by-
elections, reelections and referendums carried out in
accordance with the Constitution.
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‘The National Electoral Board

I

avd b go 4. EstablishAment.

I/ The National Electoral Board of Ethiopia
(hereinafter referred to as “the Board™)
accountable to the FDRE House of Peoples’
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Representatives is hereby established as an
independent and autonomous organ for
conducting elections having its own legal
personality.
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2/ The Head Office of the Board shall be in Addis
Ababa. For the purpose of conducting elections,
the Board shall have permanent and temporary
branch offices from federal down to polling
station level.

S. Objectives
The Board shall have the following objectives:

1/ ensure the establishment of a government
elected through a fair, impartial and fair
election conducted in accordance with the
Constitution;

2/ ensure the existence of an electoral system that
enables political parties and private candidates
that respect the Constitution and institutions
established by it compete equally and
impartially;

3/ enable citizens to exercise their constitutional
- democratic rights to elect and be elected.

6. Members of the Board

1/~ The Board shall have nine members appointed in
accordance with Article 102 of the Constitution by
the House of Peoples’ Representatives upon
recommendation by the Prime Minister.

2/ The prime Minister shall, before nominating

- Board members who fulfill the criteria, ensure
that there has been sufficient consultation
forum for political organizations that have seats
in the House of Peoples’ Representatives to
ascertain that the nominees are independent and
impartial.

3/ The composition of Board members shall take
into consideration national contribution, and
gender representation, and at least one member
of the Board shall be a lawyer The members
shall

a) be loyal to the Constitution;
b) be non-partisans;

¢) have professional competence;

d) be known for their good conduct.
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4/ The term of office of the Board members shall
be five years. However, a Board member may
serve for only one additional term.

5/ Without prejudice to sub article (4) of this Article, the
House of Peoples’ Representatives may terminate the
term of a Board member if he resigns for personal
reasons or if the House of Peoples’ Representatives
believes that

a) the Board member is unable to properly
carry out his duties due to illness;

b) the Board member has committed
serious misconduct.

6/ The House of Peoples’ Representatives shall, upon
making decision in accordance with sub article (5)
above, give instruction .to the prime minister to
recommend another nominee in accordance with the
Constitution.

7/ The Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the Board

~ shall be appointed by the House of Peoples’

Representatives from among the members upon the
recommendation of the Prime Minister.

8/ The Chief Executive of the Secretariat of the
Board shall be a non-voting member and
secretary of the Board.

. Powers and}Duties of the Board

The Board shall have the following powers and duties:

1/ execute impartially any ¢lcciion and referendum
conducted in accordance with the Constitution
and this Proclamation;

2/ facilitate and ascertain that elections held
-periodically and at every level are conducted in
a free and fair manner; '

3/ prepare and distribute documents and materials
necessary for conducting elections;

4/ widely provide to the public civic and voter
education relating to elections, issue license to
other bodies engaged in civic and voter
education, follow and supervise their activities;

5/ issue licenses to election observers and follow
and supervise their activities;

6/ register and issue license to political parties,
follow-up and supervise them in accordance
with the law;
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7/

8/

recruit, on permanent and temporary basis,
competent and non-partisan electoral officers
required to conduct elections .at every level,
provide training to them and assign electoral
officers seconded from other institutions;

evaluate the implementation of periodical
elections and electoral laws, undertake studies,
collect and compile statistical data, identify
areas that require amendment and submit same

- to concerned body, keep properly any electoral

9/

10/

11/

12/

13/

14/

15/

16/

documents;

organize and coordinate political parties’ joint
forum;

investigate, cancel election results, order re-clection
or order injunction of the act and brig/perpetrators
before the court of law where it™ has received
information about violation of law in the election
process, fraudulent act or disturbance of peace and
order of such magnitude and type which wauld
determine the outcome of the election from political
organizations running for election, private
candidates, observers, electoral officers or any other
source and has verified its tangibility through
investigation or has been convinced that an offence
has been committed;

give administrative decisions for disputes that
occur in the election process, :
rectify electoral irregularities and decide on
complaints submitted to it;

certify and officially announce election results;

prepare and submit its budget and utilize same
upon approval;

recruit and assign electoral officers from
governmental and non-governmental
organizations as necessary;

protect electoral officers from any influence
that they may come under in relation to their
work and protect them from any denial of their
rights and benefits due to their participation in
the election activities;

issue, improve or amend timetable for elections
conducted at every level in consult- ation with
concerned bodies and officially announce same;
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ACE  h9°hta PGS SALPT R383 unable to carry out his duties and not in a position to
NONAG RI8NE POTILLDT give delegation;
A8/ Q@rep RIC PGS A PR PO LT 21/ study and submit to the House of Peoples'
a°Cem,  P99.a4+40T3 U ATTF gc‘:presentatives. _ways (l)f .erTabling Ethiopian
o AU FOReF PhC (LF P9PLAE iaspora to participate in e-ectxon,
"y E‘,@/ V1 3Nt RIPE TE F0N AR 22/ conduglt 'electxonsdto statg }::O,inc'llf wg;er:;ebafsta}:e
P oaowed ehan &he LT ¢4 .é..d: ‘ council in accordance wit rticle 61(3) of the
- . . o Constitution decides that members of the House of
7 °hC 0+ AQATE AT hund Federation be elected directly from the public;
W18.90¢m- NONT 9°CA), PO '
AL/ RUT KPR AINLOT  POLENN 23/ to perform such other duties necessary for the
taaq g T OGOy implementation of this Proclamation.
. . Powers and Duties of the Board Chairman
. POCE A0, AAMTS 0 ‘ :

The Board Chairman shall have the following

- powers and duties:

1/ call and preside over the meetings of the

Board; :
2/ ensure the implementation of the decisions of
the Board; :

3/ supervise the activities of the Chief Executive
. of the Secretariat of the Board;

4/  preside over the joint political parties' forum;

5/ submit to the Board a prdposal to take

measures against the Chief Executive of the
Secretariat, where the Chief Executive
commits disciplinary misconduct, and imple-
ment decision upon approval;

- 6/ Oversee any dealings with third parties abroad,

delegate the Chief Executive of the
- Secretariat as necessary;
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Z/ 1T PNCHT WG PRVLT LT |

Phe WIPDP0 (7CT gECOA 0L
PRVAT QkT PT VAL WIARLPCA
AOhA LTFAAN::

PACS PhTA AN QAT +I9C

PACS °ntA  aNan, PeLhtaT hAMIS
Mt BTN

8/ anane- A77L5COT Lk At L0dA

g anana-_ A°75Farge PRTetT N0
AgehT NAFA A ANAQ, QHY APE
av(dt AONAPYS L0 aAQ, UF
FINTIAA::

il Ao ALt
MGt PTG A::

PULAMBT AT

PACA. PN NYACST

&/ AC8 .20 AOC K7L 1LH Mee 0Tyt
© LANANA: S oCem  (“Lhigat
0P+ hoc 2 11 97205  Aan
AL LTAMN::

€ PNCA ONAQ, ANLATL VS ATi0r N
ANTDL ANAN Amé LTAA::

i/ hnce  wAAt+ aohhA B, 0NN
ATS.mé-  NALAT  ANANE  ANTFH L
0NN L2meé-A

o/ nncs  A0AT hUrn qae  eoLvryt
anNan A2 hkTi AT 1Mk
LWTA::

&l PNCE.  ardy  Axnat L9000 NAM,
LOASAT T £9°0 rha Pthéa

ATEVT ANANG PLULD YA4l POCH-
aray LGN

i NCs LT OO0 ('I‘I NCet+ 271
POION::

POCS ANAT oot

CMYEarge PACS ANA i“’?.h-t'(\-'f' ao )-4-°F

LG IA

&/ 93509 encs NNNPTF PoeAt+qq
29y pavhm T

g€/ PNCS%T AIAT Pavanp\ht:

10.

3/ The

7/ present report on the activities of the Board
and the Secretariat or -delegate the Chijef
Executive of the Secretariat to do same.

Powers and Duties of the Deputy Board
Chairman

The Deputy Board Chairman shail:

1/ carry'out the duties of the Chairman in the
absence of the latter;

2/ take over the chairmanship, until such time as
another chairman is designated in accordance with
this Proclamation, in case where the Chairman is
unable to discharge his duties for any reason
whatsoever;

3/ perform other duties specnﬁcally assigned to
him by the Chairman.

Rules of Procedure of the Board

-1/ The Board shall meet at least once in a

month; however, it may convene a regular

meeting in less than a month during
elections. '
2/ The Board Chairman may call an

extraordinary meeting when it is necessary.

Board Chairman shall call an
extraordinary meeting if one-third of the
- members demand so.

4/ There shall be a quorum where more than

11.

half of the members of the Board are present
at its meetings.

5/ Decisions of the Board shall be made by
‘majority vote; however, in case of a tie, the
Chairman shall have a casting vote.

6/ The Board shall draw up its own tules of

procedure.
Rights of Board Members

Any member of the Board shall have the
following rights:

1/ To participate and vote in any meetings of
the Board;

2/ To refer and get access to documents of the
Board;



R

NI RAOIN

LBuleth 16T LM kpc T8 an IE ¢y THRIE 9.9

Federal Negarit Gazeta No. 54 25" June, 2007...

page 3763

I

L)

™

]

ii/
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PACST ANAN Té AG ALT8 (OPE RS |

nh"mn L T

MHY APE K70 T [ii/ ﬂnn(-’l' ANTYH L
NN AT8.mé PormePde

PATIF HORT KT MAPL MIPT N0
PTG DT AG

ANCE  AGAYE  ALTY POLINOT RS
PoPT I

. PACE AOAT N99°90C

PyEQge PACE ROA:-

b/ PHAmar3 VALYT MAAFTYTE QYT

g/

o/

P77 ANG “NSDT haQT::

PIFO 9GP0 1TE P2AaCkh
ECPg vy eIA bebs OMbTTI Y
O+ HPPL NerRI§9° Py Nov Poge
a3 APN PANTI::

i/ ance AaaYt hret aTier AT eP

au B pPg AT avheAdN
eANTI::
PNCST  2LNTC  ALT 017 AMAE

amT OL9” N7 PANTI:

B Q1@ P PNCET @LI PROATG

Hh1Ly T ATIYES 199t heras
oeg* N91.e4e¢ 1ITa9 ¢
aEmN halT::

POCS ANAT PTPI° Qg

5/ hI& PNCE AOA  PHAMO*T  SALYY

e

N~

AGETYPIFS QMAAFTYT AA290- heths
M} PILPNLM KRG (INCS NaoFet AL
ha “1F w9 188 IC C+HPPH PTHIA

S Wegt PAA TP ITIYT PAG gy

Ne2TT QHU-  aan oeg  +9ac
it g9y oeam T ®L9"  (AA
NIFEarge V4 @Atq PANTI

hae (AN A%d0 & Ptmena epPge
Qeppf v 4. PFmpar 1856 LI FPG.
ANCs avdet oy ahsoy hfavy,
WA ey 18¢ Pelavphtar PACE AOA
Unary  ARCS  09ST hanaaa-
DL NI A7 “790A hANT::

12.

13.

3/

4/

5/

7

To be called by the Board for meeting and know
the agenda in a timely and proper manner;

To request for an extraordinary meeting in
accordance with Article 10(3) of this
Proclamation; '

‘To perform his duties without any mﬂuence

and interference;

To get payments he is entitled to as a Board
member.

Ethics of Board Members

Any Board member shall:

Ry

2/

3/

4/

-5/

discharge . his responsibility
freely and in good faith;

impartially,

not directly or indirectly support or oppose
any political organization or private
candidate participating in the election;

not séek any benefit out of confidential

_information that he obtained by virtue of

being a Board member;

not disclose to a third party any conﬁdentlal
information of the Board;

refrain from any act that in any way damages
the credibility, impartiality and independence
of the Board or its members.

Conflict of Interest of Board Members

IR,

2/

A Board member shall not be present, vote
and in any way participate in a meeting or

~action where it has been proved that he has

financial or any other interest in the matter
being considered by the Board that would
affect his fair, impartial and proper Judgment
on the matter.

A Board member shall inform the Board and
distance himself from the meeting or action
where the conflict of interest provided in sub

article (1) above has been discovered after

the Board has started looking mto the matter
or action.
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/- hag 0300 A7dPo & xG € prRY10-
v ahat 18R aPa 1A FER
e ogge s ($EPE PNCE

ANAT LOASA 0L LHTOSA::

a/ h1&% oC PTPI et faw- PACE:
AIA V307G 48N Q0MInNa- oL
2% +Aa24. Qoo arqy, PHAAL
wege ¢ eHheoy  hwy  a-qjpar
mege ¢ (ANCSH  ATLIT AT LR
AADT MLI° L3P ALLD LTAA:

&/ e aer wgyr erath LCET |
AL PNCL AN helehgahyo- po0C
I2C 0L (FATLOT  ana Nae et
AL hA® 188 IC PPPI° Q- haar
N> haoy NLBaT o8 eary  ANCE-
PPl LTAA::

, Toc-E U-AT
K NANC S &RuéT Ot

18, ooddge

NG5 OATE PS 3445 (WU-AT °hta PS
SALIPT eolavs. KudoT LT LTEPA::

T&. encs  avd T T SALPTF AUOES
+mdéyt

b/ PRV Mk PT DALS hbA PST DAL
2T QAP ESTOG  (FheFFar taoCmar
NCE AP0 T QUHAN  HOheT hC
L1 enera.:

€/ PRVLT Mk PGS AL Fmért ANCS
LUSA::

i/ PNCS Vi LT PhlA PGS HALPT
et APPSO HAL LPGA::
TE. PRUET Mk PS SA4L NAMIT +NC

PAVAT Lk PS DAd PorhtAcT AN
T LTI A

Bl RULT (BT Q5L T BaviAt

¢/ hncs aNan, 2C (Qaeanqhc PNC ST
eaNAN AETS PHIBAT

i/ POCST FA 1MAST AACT N1AT QAN
LLIUAT

3/

4/

5/

The meeting or action shall be recorded in
minutes and decided by the remaining Board
members where the conflict of interest
provided in sub articles (1) and (2) above
occurs. :

The decision or action may be re-considered,
changed or rejected where the Board member
that has conflict of interest with the matter
participates in the decision or action without
notifying the Board about the situation.

Any person or political organization claiming
that a Board member has conflict of interest
with the action he is involved in or with the
matter being considered in a meeting he
participated may submit their evidence to the
Board immediately.

Chapter Two
Secretariat of the Board

14. Establishment

The Board shall have a Secretariat headed by a Chief
Executive and-two Deputy Chief Executives.

15. Appointment and Accountability of Chief
Executives of the Secretariat

1/

2/

The Chief Executive and Deputy Chief Executives
of the Secretariat shall be appointed by the House
of Peoples' Representatives upon recommendation
by the Board in consideration of their experience
and competence.

The Chief Executive of the Secretariat shall
be accountable to the Board.

The Deputy Chief Executives of the
Secretariat shall be accountable to the Chief
Executive.

16. Powers and Duties of the Chief Executive of the
- Secretariat '
* The Chief Executive of the Secretariat shall have
the following powers and duties:

1/

2/

3/

direct the Secretariat as its Chief Executive;

prepare agenda for the meetings of the Board
in consultation with the Board Chairman;

properly keep the minutes and other
documents of the Board;
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4/ cause the decisions of the Board to be
transmitted to the parties concerned;

5/ employ, assign, transfer, or take disciplinary

- measures against and dismiss employees in

accordance with the civil service law and
Regulations of the Board;

6/ prepare and submit to the House of Peoples'
Representatives the short and long-term work
plan and budget of the Secretariat of the
Board, and implement same upon approval;

7/ without prejudice to the provision in Article 8
(6), represent the Secretariat of the Board in
its dealings with third parties;

8/ take all the necessary actions for the conduct
of elections and referendums at all levels in
accordance with the Constitution, this
Proclamation and regulations and directives
to be issued by the Board;

9/ cause the performance of day to day electoral
functions vested in the Board under this
Proclamation, consult political organizations
on basic electoral operations; ‘

10/ forward to the Board matters that seek its

decision for its necessary consideration
- together with his recommendations thereon;

11/ present proposal to the Board on taking

measures against deputy chief executives of -
the Secretariat where they show misconduct
in their work and implement the decision;

12/ prepare and submit to the Board election

timetable on the basis of the federal and state
constitutions and implement same upon
~approval;

13/ present to the Board, by its own initiative or

in response to requests from states, proposal
to organize polling stations in a way that will
enable electors to register and vote without
inconvenience and implement same upon
approval;

14/  prepare and present periodic reports to the

Board about the activities of the Secretariat;

15/ perform other duties assigned to him by the

Board;
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T AN PATES ANLAYL Y a°m? 16/ delegate its powers and duties to his deputies
MANTS % ARV T LE °hhA as deemed necessary to expedite the work;
PE 3142F NO-NAT ANT LTANT

o : 17/ delegate one of the deputy chlef executives in

T/ wca- a@7e5cat 1h heehba PS writing in his absence.

BALPE REST 0U-F LONAAT
= 17 Powers and Duties of the Deputy Chief
Z. ervat 0k FRta PS D62 TF MANS Executives of the Secretariat
+Mc _
The deputy chief executives of the Secretariat
PRVAT Q4 Rt PT DALPT shall haye the following powers and duties:
POLRtAT AANTS Tt LTETFPAG
1/ manage the Organizational Support and

8/ NRVLT Lk oPPC aar PLCEIP Services and Relations sections as identified
EI9¢ HCET AT PRAIATNAF TS in the organizational structure of the
VYT HCRT QAALTT Lovi.Ae: Secretariat;

2/ perform other activities specifically assigned

g/ APS VALD HALHAr POLAYFarT to them by the Chief Executive of the
AT FET PhGar§A.:: Secretariat;

i PRVLT ok PS SA4 OAANT LI 3/ act on b;half of the Ch‘ief Ex'ecutive in his
A9LAMED  @RAS  @ALT - PS absence in accordance with their delegation.
VAL Fphar LAC-A

Chapter Three
0c-5 K ‘Other Electoral Offices
AAMLAT PI°CR ANSRTLPT _
. pACR PRAA PCIRE RVLT M 18. Regional Branch Offices of the Board

- 1/ There shall be an election coordinating

bl 522‘\;‘\[)5;:‘? (1,'97‘”(:;.?'.’ ;‘ :’7;\,!’:{:}'&‘]'"(: +C? branch pfﬁce at Regional State level.

L \ 2/ The Secretariat of the Board shall, among

&/ PNCA RULT ﬂ,"i_“ ﬂ’(‘"’f?',q,: wvLA ~ residents of the Regional State who are
-E7 50445 Q’n"'}" NGt 5T Poop competent and non-partisan, recruit the head
'n;b-’t-”hq-ﬁm‘(. WMAHT W Fhaa. of the branch office and other staff.

IPCPT v hO8LC LPTLA

. . . 3/ The Board, in consideration of the size of the

i/ NCS PhanT DTS Porl T ANt Regional States and the number of voters,
.t 07867 ANAA PCTAF &Y may establish permanent or provisional
4t AT Amé PP “NHNLE wY coordinating offices that are accountable to
4t BT AR 0L 0L PRYT Regional State Branch Offices. The duties
A.PREF> LTFAN: PUINEINLE RV4T and responsibilities of the coordinating
AT F20CT VALYTT hOC NCA offices shall be determined by the regulatlor
N7 . emmar L34 LOATA:: to be issued by the Board.

B, P0CS PhAA FCTAE RULT AT 40 19. Powers and Duties of Regional Branch Office

CS 20401

APLI875 PNCS PhAA PCIBE KT
A hHY OFTF PHHAHLO: 0K
BALYT LGTLPA

8/ NCS (°.e0Mar L£3G ovovlp oo
LT QNAA L8 Po99hyLard 9o°Cen,
LovL AT PATNNE-AT LENME-A

of the Board

Each Regional Branch Office of the Board shal
have the following powers and duties:

1/ direct, coordinate and supervise elections :
State level in accordance with the regulatic
and directive to be issued by the Board;
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& AL eyt PLIFPTS A For
T QhAA LB WPavlavi, OGS
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PHAA-T PI°Com, Y215 am. T 99.avA
't ARCS Ve LT S7°CT £9C OAT

A CoB, K090 (97, panf aoph. A0

PATF@F  au B9 REANNNS ALMS
APLHO  ANCE  &VéT 0T e7CT
PPCAAT

AANG RIPNFOOY (POPE ANCS AU |

b LT S7°CT PPCOAAT

NCH (27.emma- avang e avpd ;- (h
CAAT O9°C, NAA AG Q9°Cen M0 P
28 erath £CERT Po¢- avfdih
AISPPC PLLCIAT (NAA PoL P avar
erath £CERT Po¢. angdn aNAn,
Moo PF LINIANT

Phaa. PCIMGE AvéT T ALEF

%7 2%t NCSH N°7.emar aoaug @
gyt gRPonT

NCH  PoLam@ AT AT BT
efhgargp::

2/

3/

4/

5/

6/

7/

8/

9/

10/

11/

12/

13/

.investigate

submit recommendation to the Secretariat of the
Board about ways of organizing electoral
coordinating offices to be established under it;

follow up and ensure that documents and
materials required for the election reach the
concerned electoral offices on time;

offer and coordinate voter and civic education-in
collaboration with other concerned bodies in
accordance with the directives to be issued by the
Board;

coordinate and supervise organizations that in
accordance with the license they get from the
Board offer civic and voter education;

follow and supervise the voter registration,
nomination of candidates and voting
procedures to make sure that they are

conducted in accordance with the law;

and decide on grievances and
complaints at regional state level submitted on
matters provided in sub article (6) of this Article
in accordance with directive to be issued by the
Board;

submit to the Secretariat of the Board report on the
election process and results of the Regional Sstate;

collect and analyze data that help the
execution of elections and periodically report
them to the Secretariat of the Board;

submit periodic reports about its activities to
the Secretariat of the Board;

cause the establishment of political parties'
joint forum at Regional State, constituency
and polling station levels in accordance with
directive to be issued by the Board, chair the
forum established at Regional State level;

the Grievance Hearing Committee of the
Regional  State Eelectoral Office shall be
established in accordance with the directive
to be issued by the Board;

perform other duties assigned to him by the

~ Board.
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04260

20. Constituencies

1/ Constituencies for general elections shall be
organized as follows:

a)

b)

¢)

d)

For the purpose of holding elections, the
territory of the country shall be divided
into permanent constituencies that may
be re-arranged in accordance with census
results by taking the Woreda as a basis
.and without affecting State boundaries;

The number of constituencies, which

. shall be determined on the basis of the

population of the country and special
representation of minority nationalities
and peoples, shall not exceed 550 and
shall contain proportional number of
people except in the case of
constituencies where minority
nationalities and peoples are represented,

There shall be constituencies, where in
accordance - with Article 54 of the
Constitution minority nationalities and
peoples whose number is not less than
20 and are believed to require special
representation, shall be represented;

Minority nationalities believed to require
special  representation  shall  be
determined in advance by the House of

- Federation based on clear criteria;

e) The list of constituencies shall be

decided and announced to the public
by the House of Federation upon the
study and report of the Board
submitted to the House of Federation.

2/ Local elections at different levels shall be

conducted

by  establishing  proportional

constituencies by taking into consideration the size
and the number of deputies to be elected and the
electors in accordance with the laws of State
governments.

3/ - Each cbnstituenéy shall, as appropriate, have

a

" three-member Election Execution

Committee that fulfils the criteria provided in
Article 6 (3) of this Proclamation.
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o/
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21.

4/ Each constituency shall, as appropriate, have
public observers not exceeding three who are
impartial and elected from among the public in
accordance with directive issued by the Board.
The public observers at the constituency level
shall be elected by the public observers elected
from each polling station.

5/ Each constituency shall have a Grievance Hearing
Committee chaired by the Chief Electoral Officer
of the constituency with two of the members being
public observers. Particulars shall be determined
by the regulation to be issued by the Board.

Powers and Duties of the Constituency

Each constituency shall
powers and duties:

have the following

1/ in accordance with the timetable issued by
the Board

a) distribute election materials to polling
stations

b) register candidates and issue ID cards to
candidates who fulfil the criteria.

2/ ascertain that documents and election
’ materials that come from polling stations are
properly filled; receive and keep them safely;

3/ Supervise the proper functioning of polling
stations.

4/ decide on grievances and complaints submitted

in accordance with ilic ow;

5/ determine winners by adding up results sent by

~ polling stations, announce the results to the public

and dispatch same to the Board by filling the
necessary forms;

6/ issue ID cards to winners in accordance with
- the Board's directive;

7/ dispatch the list of representatives of
candidates to election officers;

8/ cause public observers to be elected in
‘accordance with the directive issued by the
Board;

9/ establish pblitical parties' Joint Forum as
necessary.
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I/ hncs oege hhaa _f"(-'?“’vq: KUdT 10/ perform other duties assigned to it the Board
({7 A 71 T B o AN, B S A P2 W 1LY or the Regional State's Branch Electoral
G A Office.
RE. eoecm mNLPTF NIRRT 22. Establishment of Polling Stations

&/ P9°Csm, MN.LPTF NCE N29.0N10 NG 1/ Polling stations shall be established at places
&G v e9l%Rovg AvHAN (0L4 * and under conditions to be determined by the
POL100- LT A Board and officially announced to the public.

€/ hag 700 ATPEx & HLYIIe 0SCP 2/ Without prejudice to the provision of sub
NCE PACANT ALST UHAN ALSLC o717 article (1) above, the Board may establish
W1 PP e9°Cam MNPTFT mobile polling stations in consideration of
ALRE e AA:: the way of life in pastoral communities.

i‘/ egecem, MO LPT POPLERTF FUHING 3/ Polling stations shall serve as places for
P90 aoss, KG PEmMd. ML Yror- voters registration, casting and counting of
PIADAA-:: votes.

0/ NC8 ACHmO RN4A1 US AeTior 4/ The Board may, as necessary, change the
eoCem,.  aqO.f NFPFT  AAPOP location of polling stations. It shall, in
e an:  AOmIT AI00 RIbo. b accordance with sub article (1), notify the
a0t AVHA L4 PLCIA:: change to the public. -

:(3/ WFLLP NPT FT PTAN MO LPFT 5/ Military camps, police stations, churches,
LHRCHT 6 TG aop 2T mosques, hospitals, premises where alcoholic
VAT FAFT  aomr  FFT  P7ALH drinks - are sold, buildings occupied by
Oege  PYLNIEH  SCERT  urPTE political or religious organizations "and
aoELe (LT PIPNING PLID avhem, residence premises shall not be made to serve
PFE NPT AL RETFAG:: as polling stations.

W hEISIG IUCE, ML PULNTG L0 6/ The number of voters assigned to each

T pamanF AT DB AT PANTge:: | polling station shall not exceed 1,000.

il QRIE 0 AL AL 9°Cem mQ.e 7/ There shall not be more than one polling

T e T station at a place.

T AEIEIS CE, MOLE RIS 8/ Each polling station- shall, as appropriate,

B (IHU- APE KTbo B '70-1:1 PP . have a committee comprising five electoral
(”.4‘:11’} 'annA.("f""f‘ﬂ oy 09 p. & f:9“(.‘“). officers who fulfil the requirements provided
;:ng,qawf-'ﬁ'} ?.Pn oYk ,(’,‘."(.:PA” P ~ in Article 6 (3) of this Proclamation. The
Con, ";ﬂ_,?ﬂ)‘ "MA. h“"].'!;(l)"} aa-nan, Chief Electoral Officer chairs the committee.
P A LAY N

i heI8IE PCE ML MATE PUNE -9/ Egch pollmgh sFatlor} shaltl‘ fllaved ﬁ\l/e tptjlblblc
awHN 9907 m- & PfANAM- PUNHA Oh serverls who are impartial and elected By
ANOPT BTG A fne people.

10/ Each constituency shall have a Grievance

ALTSIE IUCm, M. P A9Cm i,

par dag, o005 € eunN 0P
AOA - POt AR 091 DOl
LGLPA:: HCHS  0C% Q9. fomar
L7l LOATA::

Hearing Committee chaired by head of the
polling station and having two public
observers as members. Particulars shall be
determined by regulation to be issued by the
Board.
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/

ii/
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oot 19970 g og9e Rhan, AR
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hal Q%00 A%+0 & PHHLHSGT avd.

& F  POlaopt RS L9000 PYl.0m-T
AL 9°Cem, M PP T LUPTA::

ouj.spr @ QPT ML

hae tmenar 9U°CeH

oL TUCT

+Paov. haogeart: (141 £SCAOT QYlLar
PICem, hAA @OT AL LC hedT
AEP T avhhA gavCaA::

il 0CH PICT OrmATT 10APT hegce,

hAA.

N%9.8caar a-mT AL (*78%av(C

am. 7 L4 PLCIN::

&/

NCHC hé9000 (CS (99 p@mar £

Mege avand @ CMATA::

PILBCN LA PTY

a.e etoPHI0 |

23. "Powers and Duties of Polling Stations

24,

Each polling station shall have the following powers
and duties that it discharges in accordance with
regulation and timetable issued by the Board;

2/

3/

4/

5/

6/

7/

8/

.1/ register voters;

ensure election materials dispatched from
constituencies are kept properly;

conduct elections;

receive complaints submitted in accordance
with the law;

conduct vote counting and announce results
to the public by posting the results on a
notice board;

ensure election documents and materials are
filled in properly, kept safely and dispatched
to the constituency;

cause polling station public observers to be
elected;

perform other duties assigned to it by the
Board, the Regional State Electoral Office or
the constituency.

Special Pdlling Stations

Y,

2/

3/

4/

5/

The Board may, for the purpose of enabling
military and civil personnel who live in camps far
from their constituency as well as students of
higher learning institutions to participate in
elections, establish polling stations at or near the
place where the electors are to be found.

The electors listed in sub article (1) above
shall register and vote at special polling
stations. ‘

An elector registéred in the abovementioned
polling station shall elect among candidates
fielded in the constituency where he had been

~ living before he came to the camp or higher

learning institution.

The Board shall announce results by adding

.up the votes in special polling stations to

results coming from each constituency.

Particulars shall be determined by the
regulation or directive to be issued by the
Board.
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h&A o0 PART THREE
nNageCes ELECTIONS
05 K1L Chapter One ‘
mPaq £391PF General Provisions .
AL, e°Cm NCY T 25. Electoral System

B "IE @9 K TR PP AGPILTI

PI°Cer), soCYd: NAFL PI°CR NAA @-QT
N29.m82.4 debx:PF ovhhin hlass, L£I9°%k
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Bl 99PE@ge Cam, DAAPET FPEET AAM.C
290 AAMT oi6hs 4.P5F 091t 29714
oMt AS LA ARYT QALA VNP 4

e AL POl LPGAL
€/ Pavgoi mpYe Pavona andlf: (1YY

PYE-g A AR EP Povge
pavav/q avlf KAG-::

£at1L0
LT eI

il heI878
b

avg.sp POLAMO* 900 Ah-A

v
Ageavlp KhEIL LIV

. PI°CeR, ALYETF

(A& e 970%8 °CaPT  Polhrtat

GFar;

8/ m¥Paa gocen:
€/ enhan, 9cem:
i/ o7 ¢ 9°com:
G/ &9 9CenT
&/ Va0 @Ayt

. MmPAQ 9°CeB,

b/ mPAd °CH, (PAIOT havtd: eo9hye:
PUNN +@hTF AT PhAA °hC OLFF
ANAT FoCom, Yo

g/ mPaa 9°Cm (1eva Y16k OFaeaqg 1n,
LOLEA:  PTI NCS ANdAL  UT
A.LTTr X(G 1.8¢ QNN +oheF 9°hC
-t +cn oA ALY OTALP  LH
A38.07L ALLCT LTAA:

i/ AdLl-A PUHAN Hohe T PhC 0T
WATE PI°CsB) AN AL +ohe ALF
Lav AN

26.

27.

28.

A candidate who received more votes than other ‘
candidates within a constituency shall be declared
the winner. .

Electoral Principles

1/ Any election shall be conducted on the basis of
universal suffrage and by direct and secret ballot
through which the electors express their consent
freely with out discrimination with equal
participation. :

2/ Any Ethiopian whose electoral rights are not
legally restricted shall be eligible to elect or
to be elected.

3/ Each vote shall carry equal weight.

4/ No Ethibpian shall be compelled to elect or
be elected.

~Types of Elections
_Elections conducted in Ethiopia are the following:

1/ General election
2/ Local election
3/ By-election

4/  Reelection

5/ Referendum

-General Elections

1/. General elections shall be elections to the
House of Peoples' Representatives or State
Councils conducted every five years.

2/ General elections shali be conducted throughout
the Country simultaneously. However, where the
Board finds it necessary and decided by the House
of Peoples' Representatives, it may be conducted
at different times.

3/ Orily a single representative shall be elected
to the Federal House of Peoples'
Representatives from a constituency.
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0/ PhAA 9°hC OLF+F ANAT ¢PC OPHAA-
V7 aowlqt POloNT U PhC (LR
PANA-FTar} &TC APPPC  NONYF
aAZath CEPF ad UL h
aaAm-+tF FAQ 972477 LaPVFPA::

. PANAN, °Co

&/ exAhaa, °cm Qv A+ Ly110- avnd. -t
NeLLBa (12977 eN3T PMLAT Phtoyt
PN IE n,-’t-? PhEA D17 oL e4na
NG LT ROAT IOCem, Yar::

AXNNN, °CB (ATE I°CF AN 7%
PUA
‘A ALY TG APIRCOAE Pol.avlmtT
AMAT aodt 0171247 QPhANE v
LOAGTA::

B
~

i‘/ exhn, 9°Cm PorhY LT 'm, AnAA-TF
U2F 0Lt LUPGA::

0/ PAMON, 9°Cm  LUTT AP avpdt
1924  NCS% N99.eamar L35
auavy e av(\lt PPLNGTOT LUPTA:

a. 71799 °C
Y s b A ol W g A VA X e

U. NeLLBar eA. 9°hC LT O+Aaee
PNIeT PHALANTA AOAT KT8,

IAAT@ ANCS TPE N.PPCOT
aege

A. W aoNe T PPN PLArLEAT
e HPNLYT N LTYT

qar::

€/ NCH 7L NLLAGD: aE oc 14 oar
PogT e IUCeE), PRYBA::

i/ hag Q300 A7do & AG &
A.5C K7 °hcatT  Phe-  Harh.
APLAP E oC Pdeor WPy PU77Le

FoCE), heNLLI::

s
1o

. LI PC

s/ 2297 9oCen hLhta-t hrer T 0k
38 ANh%e LTFAA:

U. QY APE R3¢0 L 300 A2do I
an(\( T NCE N ONTE

TONeTF RATRILPLme WIRPTC

p+Ly0- |

4/ The number of representatives elected to state
councils shall be decided by the Constitutions of
the respective States. If State Councils decide to
change the number of their members, they shall

give political parties sufficient time for
preparation.
29. " Local elections
1/ Local elections are elections to zonal,

Woreda, city, municipality and sub-city or
Kebele councils conducted in accordance
with the law.

2/ The number of representatives elected in a
constituency for a local election shall be
determined by laws of Regional States on the
basis of the type of election and the number
of seats in each council.

3/ The time to hold local elections shall be
determined ‘in accordance with the laws of
Regional States.

4/ Local elections shall be conducted based on
regulations and directives issued by the
Board in accordance with this Proclamation.

30. By-election
1/ By-election shall be conducted:

a) where councils at different levels request

~ the Board to replace council members

- whose mandates are terminated due to
various reasons;

b) where a request for recall lodged in
accordance with the law is accepted.

2/ The Board shall hold by-election in three
months from the receipt of the request.

3/ Without prejudice to the provisions of sub
articles (1) and (2) above, no by-election
shall be carried out to a council whose tenure
terminates after six months.

31. Reelection

1/ Reelection may be conducted for one of the
following reasons:

a) where the Board decides in accordance
with Article 7 (10) of this Proclamation;
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32.

33.

2/-

3/

b) where candidates receive equal votes in
accordance with Article 76 (3) of this
Proclamation and where it becomes
difficult to determine the winner.

‘While conducting reelection:

a) only those voters who had been
‘registered in a constituency or polling
stations where irregularities occurred
shall be eligible to vote without the need
to conduct new voter registration;

b) where it has been decided to conduct
reelection in accordance with the provision of
Article I(a), only those candidates who had
been registered earlier shall be eligible to run
for the reelection without the need to conduct
new candidate registration;

C) campaigning shallkbe prohibited.
Particulars of reelection shall be decided by

the regulation or directive to be issued by the
Board.

Referendum

1/

2/

3/

Referendum is conducted to assess public
interest or make decision when decided by a
competent body in accordance with the
Constitution.

The Board, in accordance with the directive
given by the body that authorized the
referendum, shall hold the referendum by
organizing polling stations in a way
convenient to execute the referendum.

shall the

particulars be determined by

“regulation to be issued by the Board.

Chapter Two
Registration of Electors

Conditions for registration

1/

Any person who:

a) is an Ethiopian;

b) is 18 years old and above at the time of

the registration;
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C)

2/

3/

has been residing within the constituency for
at least 6 months may be registered as an
elector. - '

Where there is doubt as to whether the age of a
person is 18 as provided in sub article 1(b), it shall
be decided based on the testimony of a senior
member of the family or relative of the person and
where these are not available by any person who
knows about the age of the individual.

Without prejudice to the provision of sub
article (1) above, the following shall not be
eligible for registration:

a) a person who is proved to be incapable
of making decision due to mental
disorder;

b) a person serving a term of imprisonment
~ passed by a court of law;
c) a person whose electoral rights are

restricted by law.

34. Registration Timetable

1/

2/

3/

4/

5/

Registration for general elections shall,
throughout the nation, begin and end at dates
to be fixed by the Board. The Board shall
consult political parties before deciding on
the dates for registration.

The Board shall indicate the date of
registration in its election timetable and
continually announce the date through mass
media and advertisements !5 days before the
start of the registration.

The Board may, under special circumstances,
decide a special registration date.

Any person who was unable to register
because of force majeure may, upon fulfilling
the requirements to be eligible for
registration, register in accordance with the
directive issued by the Board.

The Board shall, based on the constitution or
decision of concerned Regional States, issue
registration timetable for local elections. It
shall hold consultations with political parties

-on the timetable.
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35. Place of Registration

1/

2/

3/

Registration shall be conducted at a polling
station to be established in each Kebele
where electors reside. However door to door
or the like registration is prohibited

Without prejudice to the provision of sub
article (1), the Board may conduct
registration in  pastorialist areas by
establishing mobile registration centers as
necessary.

Each polling station shall have its own
electors' roll.

36. The Registration Process

1/
2/

3/

4/

5/

6/

The elector shall be registered in a polling
_station where he resides by producing an
identification card or passport.

The identification card or passport may,
irrespective of its validity, serve for the
purpose of registration.

In the absence of an [.D. card, evidence of
identity such as a driving license residence
permit, a military discharge document, a
refugee card issued by the UN bearing a
recent photograph of the elector, shall be
deemed to be sufficient document for
registration purposes.

In the absence of the aforementioned
documents, registration may be carried out
upon recognition of the elector’s identity
by the electoral officials or through
traditional or customary means in the case
of rural areas.

‘Registration may be carried out where it is
possible to recognize the elector based on
the testimony of public observers, which
shall be recorded in minutes.

The disabled and the blind who are eligible
_ shall be registered in person accompanied
by their assistants.
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7/ The name of a person who is eligible to
elect shall be entered into the elector's roll.

8/ Any person duly registered shall be issued
with an elector’s card bearing his full name
including grand father's, the Regional State
where he resides, zone, Woreda, Kebele,
designated polling station, house number,
village or locality, registration number,
serial number, electoral roll page, elector's
signature, registrar's signature and date of
registration.

37. Particdlars of the Electoral Roll

38,

39.

The electoral roll shall have columns for entering
the following particulars:

1/ serial number of registration

2/ date of registration -

3/ full name, including grand father's

4/ .age

5/ sex :

6/ duration of the residence within the
constituency

7/ signature or thumb mark at the time of
registration

8/ signature or thumb mark during voting

9/ House number /village or locality/
10/. remark

: Docunients Distribution and Transfer

1/ The Board, in accordance with the election
timetable, ensures that documents required
for registration are dispatched to polling
stations on time.

2/ The procedures and time for delivery of
documents used in the registration shall be
determined by the directive to be issued by
the Board.

Registration at one time and at one place

1/ No elector shall be registered more than once
in a polling station or in more than one
polling station.

2/ An elector shall have only one elector's card.
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40.

41.

42,

| 2/ Particulars

3/ Any elector whose elector's card has been
lost or damaged may inform the matter to the
polling station during working hours before
or on voting day. Where the poling station is
convinced of the matter, the elector may geta
replacement or be allowed to vote.

Closure of the Electoral Roll

1/ Upon conclusion of each day's registration, the last

~ elector's serial number and date shall be filled in
the form prepared for this purpose and signed by
electoral officials and public observers.

2/ Registration shall continue until the conclusion of
the electors' registration following the procedures
provided in sub article (1) above. On the final day
of the registration the officials and observers
mentioned here in above shall sign in the open
space provided immediately after the last
registered elector.

3/ Unless otherwise determined by the Board,
no elector shall be registered or nothing shall
be entered or written on the electoral roll
subsequent to its closure.

Displaying Electoral Roll to the Public

1/ Upon conclusion of electors' registration, the
electoral roll shall be officially displayed to
the public for five consecutive days within
the premises of the polling station.

shall be determined by the
directive to be issued by the Board.

Complaints on Registration

1/ Without prejudice to the provision of Article

- 93 of this Proclamation, any person or

political organization which has complaint on

the registration may lodge the cemplaint

supported by evidences to the Polling Station
Grievance Hearing Committee.

2/ The Poling Station Grievance Hearing
Committee shall look into the complaint
lodged in accordance with Sub Article (1)
and decide on the matter after hearing the
response from the person against whom the
complaint was lodged.
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Criteria for Candidature

1/ Any person shall be eligible for candidature,
where he:

a) is an Ethiopian;

b) s versed in the working language of the
Regional State or the area of his intended
- candidature;

c) s 21 years old or above on the date of
the registration;

d) has been regularly residing in the

constituency of his intended candidature

 for two years immediately preceding the

~ date of the election or his birth place is

within the constituency of his intended

candidature or where the city or Woreda

has more than one constituencies or he

has been regularly working in the city or

wereda for two years, in the wereda or
city he choose.
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46.

e) is not deprived of his right to vote and to
be elected;

f) has accepted and signed the election

~ code of conduct to be .issued by the
Board in accordance with Article 105 of
this -Proclamation, if it is a political
organization or private candidate.

2/ The pr_oviSion in sub article 1(d) shall not be
applicable to a person:

a) who has been outside of the constituency
on a duty or study leave;

b) who, having been previously elected in
the constituency, is on duty.

3/ Without prejudice to the cnterla provided above, a
private candidate shall produce endorsement
signatures of not less than 1,000 from among
people who are certified by the local
administration to be residents of the constituency
of his candidature, are 18 years old or above and
“not barred by law from voting.

Nomination of Candidates

-1/ Any legally registered political organization

may compete in elections conducted in
accordance with this Proclamation by
. nominating candidates who fulfil the criteria.

2/ The top leadership of a political organization
shall notify the Board the list of candidates
nominated by the political organization.

3/ An evidence of nomination by a party and
consent of the person to be nominated shall
"be presented along with details of
candidature for candidates nommated by
political organlzatlons

4 A political organization shall nominate only

one candidate for a single council seat in a
constituency.

5/ Any individual who fulfils the criteria may
present himself as private candidate.
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47.

48.

49.

6/ Any candidate shall register in person.
Where the candidate is unable to register in
person, he may register provided that
documentary evidences and. witnesses that
ascertain the candidate’s fulfillment of the
criteria for candidature are presented through
the political party that nominated the
candidate or through his representative.

Rights of Government Employees Who Run
for Election
1/°Any government employee:

a) may run for election as a private
candidate or a member of a political
organization;

b) may not lose any benefits as a result of
his running for election as long as he has
achieved the required performance.

2/ Without prejudice to the provision in sub
article (1) above, any judge, soldier or
policeman shall resign from his post if he
runs for election as a private candidate or
candidate of a political party.

3/ Any judge, soldier and policeman may not
participate in political campaigning through
speeches, writings and the like in support of
any candidate. '

4/~ A member of the armed force or police force
may not participate in party meetings or in
election activities with his uniform on.

Endorsement of Private Candidates
No resident who is eligible to vote shall sign for

endorsement for more than the number of seats
available for the constituency.

Determination of Number of Candidates

1/ The number of candidates running for election to
the House of peoples' representatives in a
constituency shall not exceed 12.

2/ Where the number of candidates exceeds 12,
political parties shall be made to register first.
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50.

S1.

3/ Where the number of candidates nominated by
political parties exceeds 12, priority shall be given
to not more than six political parties that received
the highest votes in the previous election. The
remaining political organiz-  ations shall be
determined by lot.

.4/ Where the number of candidates nominated by

~political parties is less than 12, the remaining
places shall be filled by private candidates who
received the highest votes in the previous election.

5/ Where there are candidates who received
equal votes in the previous election, they
shall be determined by lots.

6/ The number of candidates nominated to state
councils or to other levels shall be determined by
the Board. Where the number of candidates is
more than that decided by the Board, it shall be
determined in accordance with sub articles (3), (4)
and (5) of this Article as appropriate.

7/ Lots to determine candidates in accordance

- with this Article shall be drawn in the

presence of the candidates concerned or their
legal representatives.

Issuance of Candidature card

1/ A candidate, determined in -accordance with
Article: 49, shall be entered into the
candidates' registration form and issued with
a candidature 1.D card. "

-2/ Candidature 1.D. cards for candidates of

political organizations may be given to the
candidates in person or to the political party
that nominated them. -

Anhouncement of Candidates

" The constituency electoral office shall, subsequent

to the ascertainment of the candidates in
accordance with this Proclamation, publicize the

- list of candidates in line with the election timetable
~ to be issued by the Board.

52.

Symbols of Candidates

1/ Any candidate may submit his own
candidature symbols or choose from those
prepared by the Board. ‘

2/ Candidates of a political organization may
use the same symbol at all levels of election.
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3/

Y

5/

6/

Candidates of a political party shall use the
same symbol to elections for each council in
all constituencies.

No party or private candidate shall have
copyright of symbols. However, a political
party or private candidate may be given
priority to choose a symbol it used during the
previous election.

The Board shall give decision on disputes
regarding candidature symbols.

Any symbol of a candidature shall not:
a) be similar to that of other candidates;

b) be a cause for hatred and conflict among
nations, nationalities, race or ethnicity;

¢) be one that propagates war or any other
unlawful act;

d) be similar to flags or emblems of Federal
and State Governments, emblems of
political ~organizations or flags or
emblems of international organizations
or signs of religious organizations;

€) | violate public morals and ethics.

53. Change and Replacemeciit of Candidature
Symbols -

1/

2

3/

The Board, for printing purposes or in
accordance with Article 52 (6), may change

- or order for change of the symbols of a

political organization or a private candidate.

Where the change of a candidature symbol is
decided by the Board for purpose of printing
or other reasons, the decision shall be
communicated to the political organization or
private candidate in 15 days after the closing
of candidates registration and shall be made
to present or choose a replacement symbol.

Where a political organization or private

~ candidate wants to change a symbol chosen

earlier, it shall notify the change to the Board
in writing within 10 days after the closing of
candidates registration.
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S4. Withdrawals and Replacement of Candidates

1/

2/

3/

4/

A candidate cf a political organization or a private
candidate may withdraw from the election.

A political party candidate who has withdrawn
from the election in accordance with sub article
(1) above shall notify his decision in writing to the
political party that nominated him.

A political organization may change or
replace a candidate during registration of
candidates only.

A political organization whose candidate has
withdrawn on his own terms may replace
another candidate within the timetable for
registration of candidates. However, if the
candidate has withdrawn on the final date of
the timetable, it shall be made to replace the
candidate in one week after date of the
candidates' withdrawal.

55. Death of a Candidate

1/

2/

3/

4/

5/

Where ~ the candidate of a political
organization has died after the end of
candidates’  registration, the political
organization may replace the candidate
within 15 days before the voting date.

Where a political organization running for

- election has not submitted a replacement in

accordance with sub articie (1) above, the
election shall continue with the remaining
candidates in accordance with the timetable.

Where the candidate of a political party has died
in less than 15 days preceeding the voting date, the

_election process in the constituency shall be

discontinued and another election shall be
conducted in accordance with the decision of the
Board after the replacement of the deceased

. candidate.

Without prejudice to the provision in sub article
(3) above, where a political organization informs
the Board in writing that it cannot replace the
deceased candidate, the election shall continue
with the remaining candidates in accordance with
the timetable.

Where the date of election is changed in
accordance with sub article (3) above, the electior
shall be conducted by replacing the deceasec
candidate only while the voters- and othe
candidates registered early remain unchanged.
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6/

A candidate that has replaced the deceased
candidate for the election to be conducted in
accordance with sub article (5) above may
conduct campaigning to introduce himself.

56. Running in a Single Constituency

1/

2/

Any person shall be nominated as a candidate
in one constituency only.

A candidate may be transferred from one
constituency to another during the period of
candidates’ registration in accordance with
the law. Particulars shall be determined by
the Board.

57. Immunities of Candidates

1/

2/

3/

No candidate shall, during the course of
election, be arrested except in the case of
flagrant de licto for a serious offence.

Where candidates allegedly commit an
offence in situations other than those
specified under Sub Article (1) of this
Article, legal action be taken against them
only after the electoral results are ofﬁcnally
announced by the Board.

Without prejudice to the provision in sub
article (2) above, a winner shall be held liable
for the alleged crime during the election if his
immunity has been lifted of by a concerned
council.
Chapter Four
Election Campaigni

58. Conduct of Election Campaigning

1/.

2/

Any candidate, after the date of issuance of
candidature 1.D. card and up till" two days
before the voting day, has the right, by

~ respecting his legal duties, to call rallies and

hold peaceful demonstrations by his own or
through his supporters by notifying in writing
the administration or municipality and
without requesting for permission. He shall
also have the right to request for information
useful for election campaign.

Campaigning activities carried =out by
candidates and their supporters in accordance
with the Regulations issued by the Board
shall wind-up two days before the voting day.
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59.

60.

61.

3/ Campaigning activities shall be conducted
peacefully and democratically by respecting
the constitution and other relevant laws, the
rights of voters and other candidates.

4/ The rights under sub article (1) of this Article
may not be exercised in contravention of the
law. '

5/ The Board shall issue campaigning code of
conduct to make the election process
peaceful and fair. '

The Mass Media

1/ Political organizations and sections of the
community that are in support of a candidate
shall be entitled to equal access to state-
owned mass media including radio, TV and
newspapers.

2/ Candidates shall be entitled to get access to
free airtime on the state-owned media.

3/ The mode of utilization of state-owned media
shall be in accordance with the directive to be
issued by the Ministry of Information
together with the Board. The allocation of
free air time shall be notified to political
organizations for their opinon.

4/ code of conduct of election reporting of mass

media and journalists shall be determined by
the Regulations to be issued by the Board.

Obligation of Government Organs
With a view to effectivel‘y' carry out campaigning

activities, government organs and officials at any
level shall have the obligation to create conducive

- condition to provide, both for candidates and their

supporters, equal access to such facilities as radio
station, meeting halls and newspapers that are
under their respective authority.
Places Forbidden for Campaigning Activities
1/ Campaigning activities shall not be carried
out at the following places:
a) churches;

b) mosques;

¢) military camps and police stations;
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d) within 500 meter radius of educational
institutions  during. the conduct of
classes; '

e) within 500 meter radius of official .
market places in rural and urban areas
where marketing takes place daily -or
“during some fixed days

f) governmental and public institutions
during working hours;

g) places and areas where public meetings
are being conducted.

2/ Particulars shall be determined by the
regulation to be issued by the Board.

Chapter Five
Yoting
62. Begin‘ning of Operation of Polling Stations

1/ Polling stations shall be operational
~simultaneously on a date to be fixed by the
Board.

2/. Without prejudice to the provision of sub

' article (1) above, in case of compelling

circumstances, the Board may fix different

date for the beginning of operation by polling
stations concerned.

3/ In accordance with the directive to be issued
by the Board, voting shall begin:

a) in the presence of representatives of
political parties and private candidates,
electoral officers and election wardens;

b) . after the Chief electoral officer of the
' polling station shows to the bodies stated
in (a) of this sub article that the ballot
box is empty, sealed and put in an open
place and within close distance to
observers and after minutes are recorded
~and filled in a form specifically designed

- for this purpose.

63. Security of Polling Stations

1/ Polling stations shall, prior to polling day, be
organized in a manner that they are sufficiently
secured and protected.
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2/ Persons who are not electors and electors
who have already voted, other than those
engaged in conducting electoral activities,
shall keep out of the vicinity of the polling
station. - '

3/ No person may be present within a radius of

' five hundred meters of the polling station
while drunk, carrying a weapon or in any
other situation disturbing peace. Where a
person is present in such a situation, the chief
electoral officer may authorize necessary
measure against the person.

4/ The responsibility of ensuring the security of
polling stations rests on the chief electoral
officers. Where the chief electoral officers or
public observers of the polling station believe
that a police force is needed to defend the
security of the polling station, they may make
a request to the concerned body. However,
public observers shall present their request
through the chief electoral officers.

5/ The chief electoral officer may order the expulsion
of a person who should not be present in the
- polling -station or has attempted to disturb the
~ electoral process. Where the person disobeyed the
order, the chief electoral officer may call upon a
policeman to take the person out of the polling
station. The policeman shall leave the polling
station and return to his assigned place as soon as

he executes the order.

- 6/ The chief electoral officer, acting upon
credible tip off, may search a person who
allegedly possesses unlawful documents in a
polling station in the presence of all
representatives of political organizations and
private candidates. = The chief electoral
officer may order taking necessary legal
action against the person if the information
turns out to be true. '

64._ Voting hours

1/ Unless the Board decides otherwise, voting
hours shall run from 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

2/ Where the Board decides otherwise under
special circumstances, it shall officially
announce this to the public.
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65.

66.

3/ Where the final voting hour is completed, the
polling station shall be closed; however,
electors in the process of voting and within
the premises of the polling station shall be
allowed to vote. i

4/  Without prejudice to the provision of sub

article (1) of this Article, where the Board is

convinced that it helps to the conduct of free
and fair elections, it may extend the voting
hours.

5/ No person, except electoral officers, public
observers, representatives of candidates and
authorized - election observers, may be
allowed to enter polling stations before the
opening and after the closing of polling
stations.

Casting Vote

1/ Any elector may cast his vote freely where he
~ appears in person.

2/ Each elector shall cast his vote only once.

-3/ Any elector shall cast his vote at a polling

station where he has been registered and
where: ‘

a) he carries his elector's card;

b) his name is listed in the electoral roll;
.¢) it has been ascertained that he has not
voted yet.
4/ Unless the Board: determines otherwise, all
electors shall cast their votes in a similar time
frame.

The Voting Process

1/ The elector shall hand his elector's card to the

electoral officers of the polling station,
whereupon they shall proceed to verify his
_identity by examining the card.

2/ - After verification of his identity and that he
has not voted in accordance with sub article
(1) above, the elector shall be made to sign in
the column of the electoral roll designated for
the purpose.
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67.

68.

1/

2/

or 'invalid' at the back of the ballot paper
returned in accordance with sub article (6) -
above and dispose it into the box provided

for this purpose.

Electors Who Need Assistance

Any elector who. needs assistance to put a
mark on his ballot paper and insert it into-the
ballot box has the right to decide his
assistant.

Without prejudice to the provision in sub.
article (1) above, the assistant shall be 18
years old and above, and shall not be a
candidate or representative of a candidate.

Non Interruption of the Voting Process

1/

2/

Voting operations shall not be interrupted or

stopped.

Without prejudice to the provision in sub
article (1) above:
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69.

70.

3/

a) where the voting operation was
interrupted for a while due to several
reasons, but believed by the electoral
officers that the situation has been
restored to normalcy, the voting
process may resume after this has been
recorded in minutes.

b) where the reason for the interruption of
the voting process has been beyond
control and cannot be normalized, the
voting shall be discontinued and this,
after being recorded in minutes, shall be
reported to a higher electoral office.

A voting process discontinued in accordance
with Sub Article 2(b) shall be conducted at
some other date to be fixed by the Board.

Complaints on Voting

1/

2/

3/

4/

5/

A representative of a candidate may, before
the issuance of ballot papers to any elector,
complain that a person who is in the process
of voting is not an eligible voter or has not
been registered as an elector. |

Where an elector is denied of a ballot paper,
the elector himself or one of the
representatives of a candidate may submit a
complaint.

A representative of a candidate or an elector
may, other than the points for a complaint
given in sub article (1) and (2), submit a
complaint on any improper action by the
electoral officer, representative of a candidate
or any other person present in the polling
station. - ' :

The Polling Station Grievance Hearing
Committee shall, after looking into the
complaint submitted, notify its decision to.the
complainant.

The chief electoral officer of the polling
station shall keep a record of the complaints
submitted in accordance with this Article and
the decision given to the complaints.

Temporary Voting

1/

-Any person against whom a complaint has been

lodged during voting in accordance with Article
69 above, shall be made to cast temporary vote in
an envelop prepared for this purpose provided that
the Grievance Hearing Committee of the polling
station believes it is necessary.
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LHLLP £9°0 (h3+0 1&E ovadt arqay, above may be included or rejected upon
A817 Odme. Polhtt e a-gd decision in accordance with Article 95.
PI7.L.L77 LUSA:: ,
: 71. The Ballot Paper
@b nA £ PN @bt
, - 1/ The Board shall prepare for any type of
b NCS APL3ISIS PI°CE RLITT avihy ~ election a ballot paper that can be easily used
: 09200 ALSA* P9LFA RahEFA £40 by the voters and one that is not exposed to
A“DPOCAC  Po9Lan’f  PL9vy  au(ysy, any fraudulent act.
ol ¢t PHIRAN: o '
2/ The Board may prepare a ballot paper that
e 3 ' contains candidates’ photographs, candidature
g ﬂC&- ?_7‘“];9 T 6EFICFT Phelt TPAf symbols, full names of candidates and names of
ARt PAGePT ooa. a5 7 AL their politi ot
. political organizations.
LCEIFar aomep ¢rtaot P90 |
aNm, OLpT A PHOE RTAN: 3/ The Board dispatches ballot papers
. corresponding to the number of electors
£ 0cs  aeecesn ma.ea- Qtaeniiar registered in each polling station along with a
augepr  wTC AR AT APmA0R e few extra ballot papers for contingency.
PIIPT  etoONy  kTC LA PRIV
aopem, it LahA:: - 4/ The Board and electoral officers at every
. level shall take great care and protection to
[} NCH WG 0PLLEM PA. PI°Cm ANLI7.9T ballot papers. .
AL ovaem OLEPT WETE TIPES |
TAL 10T LOOPVTPA: 5/ Any transfer of election documents from one
- -~ person to another shall follow the legal
a bl > >
& 7359 e AL hhis  aor transfer procedures. _
weAAG A0 A°TANRAT LN VOP
eChnl NCYT7T thibde a2do9 halt:
' Chapter Six
FoLR NENT ' U
P90 $Mé-S T*m T A1MAd Vote Counting and Announcement of Results
‘ 72. Vote Counting
Q8 edme- 0
) 1/ Vote counting for any election shall be carried out
&/ PG argy  goCem, L9000 $meé- POLNY at the polling station where the voting took place.
Lar £9°0 AFamQOt °CH, M0, P YO ‘
2/ Notwithstanding Not to the provision of Sub
€  hae N300 AP0 & erLIY1I OSCI Article (1) above, where due to compelling
AN18E QFY heT PCem, A ear circumstances, the polling station electoral
eIC,  hNLI%T ATC, hah TP officer requests to the constituency and is
RPCD (4 e ) DRI PG NAA accepted or where the constituency electoral
eI 5 ;"nAqal] AONT Bme-0r (9°Ces, officer decides, the vote counting may be
NAA RULT (],:'l' :eh'l.f%\:: carried out at the constituency election office.
B/ e m0on wiem B evwed apcen | 3 The vote counting conducted in accordance
 haa mukT At gerhrfor - dmd :;wt inuthe rlfe:ence: ogvree resentaetives”f)f
PoCen MLPA P ONATE PO rc:ndidates o?the ollin st:tion and public
NPT CFTIOT LUCA pOTINE P
: observers.
8/ ALY - ATP0  ALJOT NCH. anamef 4/ The Board may issue a directive for the

implementation of this Article.
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73. Beginning and Process of Vote Counting

1/ Soon after the closure of polls the chief
electoral officer of the polling stations shall,
in the presence of candidates’ representatives
and public observers:

a) record the number of electors who have
voted; and

b) -count and record the number of ballot
papers invalid and not used properly.

2/ After the bodies indicated in sub article (1)
above ascertain that the ballot box has not
been opened, remains sealed and not
corrupted in any way, this shall be recorded
in minutes and the ballot box shall be
opened; and all the votes taken out. It shall be
ascertained that the box is empty.

3/ Votes given to each candidate should be
arranged and counted separately.

4/ Where the election is to different councils,
votes given to each council shall be arranged
first, after which votes for each council shall
be counted separately in accordance with
Sub-Article (3) above.

5/ Unless decided by the Board otherwise, the
vote counting process shall not be interrupted
or stopped.

74. Invalid Votes

1/ A ballot paper shall be deemed invalid for
one of the following reasons:

a. where the name or identity of the elector
- has been disclosed;

b. where the elector has voted ’for more
candidates than the determined number;

c. where the elector has not voted for
anyone;

d. where it is difficult to determine the
intention of the voter;

e. where, it is illegal or not issued by the
* polling station.
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2/

Ballot papers invalidated in accordance with
sub-article (1) above shall be counted
separately and sealed after they are marked
"INVALID" at their back.

75. Conclusion of Vote Counting

76.

Upon conclusion of vote countmg at a polling

station

1/

2/

3/

electoral - . officers, public observers and

- representatives of candidates present shall

ascertain that the voting and counting process
and the results thereof are valid by signing on

the "minutes recorded and on the form
designated for the purpose. However, any
representative of a candidate who has

complaints on the process and results may
register his complaints on the form.

The votes counted shall be sealed and the
results confirmation form, minutes and the
form for announcing election results. signed
in accordance with sub-article (1) above shall
be sent to the constituency.

A cbpy of the form confirming the election

- results “shall be issued immediately to the

representative of a candidate that has signed
on the form.

Announcement of Results

1/

2/

" constituency electoral offices shall,

Results of the vote counting conducted at a
polling station shall be posted on a notice
board of the polling station in an hour after
the conclusion of counting.

Upon receiving the results of the elections to
the House of peoples Representatives and
regional councils from each polling station,
in the
presence  of  candidates or their
representatives, add up and announce the

- results to the public.

3/ Where two candidates receive equal votes and

4/

the constituency electoral office is unable to
determine the winner, reelection shall be
conducted only between the candidates who
have received equal votes at a later date to be
fixed by the Board.

After announcing the results in accordance
with sub article (2) above, Constituency
Electoral Officers shall
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PEOANCE.  RULTF F WG b) fill in the result in the- form provided
nv.éz.ﬁar ALTS- PCIEGE RVLT for the purpose and send a copy to the
(LT E-Ahn-it‘ Secretariat of the Board and to
4 ’ electoral branch offices at every level.
& C 1Am P4, 'C ar G |
/ ;:f,;,‘(.“), nhg(l(‘\.}pf;i\f;& ?Z‘nhﬂzrnar 2_1';:; 5/ The Board, until it receives all results from
e ™ A e ‘ each constituency, may announce provisional
t:g‘h;‘:f ;’?:\AAA ;;:. m&?:; :l()s::;] results = for ther House of Peoples’
' : ‘ Representatives and regional councils at its
PCHs  armvt OLLEERYE ONCS Secretariat.
RV LT 24 ALRCT LTAA: '

&/ hae ﬂ')O-(:l hido & f",l‘m4’nﬂ)‘ he-C 6/ The practice stated in Sub Article (5) above
AKNA, 9‘(:‘?' LU A Y S may be applied to local elections as
TR LUGA appropriate.

CL L4 0 77. Official Declaration
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b/

Upon. the conclusion of election and collection of the
necessary information, the Board shall, in accordance
with the timetable it fixed, issue an official declaration
containing the following particulars:

1/ The number of registered electors;

2/ The number of electors having cast their vote;

3/ The percentage of registered electors having
and not having cast their vote;

4/ The list of elected candidates and their
respective constituency;

5/ The list of winner political organizations and
the number of seats they won for each
council;

© 6/ The number of used, blank and invalid ballot

papers and the total votes each candidate has
received in each polling station and other

- particular information shall be announced
upon the receipt by the Board of same form
each constituency.

Chapter Seven
Electlon Observers, Representatives of Candidates,
Agents of the Media and Voter Education

78. Election Observers

1/ Interested domestic election observers may
observe the election process upon the
issuance of license from the Board.
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2/ Without prejudice to international conventions
to which the country is a party, the
government may invite. foreign observers as
deemed necessary. '

79. Licensing

1/ The Board may issue election observation
license and ID. Card where the requesting
organization

‘a) is legally registered and operating
domestic organization;

b) is independent of any politicalr
partisanship;

c) has made preparations that create a
conducive atmosphere for a free, fair and
peaceful election; and

d) upon investigation by the Board of the

. capability of the election observers

deployed by the organization to observe

the election impartially, and where the

organization and its observers sign the

election observers code of conduct
issued by the Board.

2/ Where the Board denies an election observ -
ation license in accordance with sub article
(1) above, it shall notify this to the applicant
in writing.

3/ Where any election observer is found to be
+ operating in violation of the code of conduct
and the commitments it made, the Board may
issue warning to the organization that
deployed the observer to rectify the
irregularities witnessed or may take measures

to the extent of revoking its license.

| 80. Right of an Election Observer

1/ A representative of an.organization who is
issued with an election observation license
has the right to monitor the election process
and request and obtain  appropriate
information. ’

2/ Election observers may report to the
secretariat of the Board any irregularities
they observed or encountered related to the
election process.
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Duty of Election Observers
1/ Any licensed election observer shall:
election

a. carry and display his
observation license;

b. respect the order given by electoral
officers; : '

c. have the duty to refrain from any act that
may obstruct the proper and efficient
conduct of the election process;

d. respect the code of conduct for observers -
issued by the Board,

e. refrain from making assertion about the
election within or outside the country
before the official declaration of results;

f.  have the duty to submit detailed report to
the Board.

2/ Without prejudice to sub-article (1) about a
foreign observer may observe the election
process impartially and by respecting the

sovereignty of the state and its different laws

in accordance with the directive issued by the
Board. -

82. | Public ebservers

1/ Each

a) constituency shall have 3 public
observers elected in accordance with
Article 20(4).

b) - polling stations shall have five public
observers elected by the public in an
+ official meeting. -

2/ The Board shall invite in writing political
organizations and private candidates running
for election to be present during the election
of public observers.

3/ The Board shall issue detailed directive
regarding public observers.
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83. Representatives of political organizations and
private candidates

1/ Any political party‘ that has fielded a
candidate may: C

a) assign one fixed representative to -the
constituency for which he runs.

b) assign one fixed representative to each
- polling station under the constituency for
which he runs.

2/ Any private candidate may:

a) assign one fixed representative to the
constituency he runs.

b) assign one fixed representative to each
- polling station under the constituency he
runs.

3/ Each political organization or private
candidate may assign not more than 5 mobile
observers to a constituency.

84. Publication of representatives

1/ Any political organization that has fielded
candidates or any private candidate shall
notify the constituency electoral office where .
they run in writing the list of their fixed and
mobile representatives and reserves 10 days
before the voting day.

2/ The constituency electoral office shall duly
publicize the list of fixed and mobile
observers assigned to each polling station.

85. Right of Representatives

1/ Any fixed representative of a candidate has
the right to monitor the election process;
make a complaint and obtain appropriate
information.

2’ Any mobile representative of a political
organization or. private candidate has the
right to obtain information related to the
election in a place where he is assigned.

3/ - Any representative of a political organization
or a private candidate shall carry out his legal
responsibility of representation without any
influence.
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86.

87.

88,

89.

4/ The Board shéll issue detailed directive for
the implementation of this article. '

Obligations of representatives

Any mobile or fixed representative shall:

» 1/ obey orders given by the Chief Electoral

Officer; ‘

2/ show his ID card when asked by a relevant
body;

3/ respect the Electoral Law and refrain from

committing unlawful acts;

4/ sign and respect the code of ethics for
representatives issued by the Board.

Absence of a representative

1/ No candidate or his representative may ask
for cancellation of electoral activities where
he has not been present at his assignment
place due to his own personal reasons.

2/ Notwithstanding to sub-article (1) above, this
Article shall not be applicable where it has
been ascertained that the representative
absence was due to a deliberate act.

Issuance of ID. Card

The Board shall issue or cause to be issued ID.

~Cards to public observers, fixed and mobile

representatives, agents of the media and election
observers.

Civic and voter education

1/ The Board shall, through the use of mass
media and other means that enable to raise to
public awareness, - offer civic and voter
education,

2/ The Board may license other organizations as
deemed necessary to offer civic and voter
education.

3/ The Board may, as deemed necessary, enter a
contract with a relevant body to offer civic
-and voter education.
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90.

Issuance of license

Where a request for license to engage in civic and voter
education is presented to the Board, the Board may
issue a license and ID. Card by ascertaining that.

1/ The requesting body:

2/

3/

4/

a) is a legally registered and operating
non-partisan domestic organization;

b) . fulfils the criteria issued to engage in
voter education;

c) is able to discharge its responsibilities
efficiently;

d) the person represented is independent
of any political activity;

“e) the person represented is cépable of

carrying out his duties;

f) - contributes to creating an enabling

- environment for the conduct of free

and fair elections by expanding civic

and voter education and ensuring that

the requesting organization and its

representatives have accepted and

*signed the code of conduct for voter
and civic education.

The Board may not issue license to any organ
that does not fulfil the criteria in sub-article
(1) above and shall notify its refusal to give
license to the applicant in writing.

Where any licensed institution or his
representative is found to have been
operating in violation of the code of conduct
and his commitments, the Board may issue a
warning to the representative or the
institution to rectify the mistakes or may take
measures extending to revoking the license.

An organization licensed to offer voter
education in an election shall not participate
in observation of the same election.
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g o onm% hag N30n Ado B 2/ Any journalist shall refrain from any act

- Ptme 4T ALHTOT FUCEAY obstructing the election process while
helPLSPE 175019 +0C aPmAl carrying out his activities provided in sub-
AAQT: article (1) above.
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haoae. 4+ QUIC T vy holc results of the election within or outside the
a¢n, FSE NAPCmo arm 1t A0t e country before the official declaration of
a\mt eANTI":: results.
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PICEE, KHOM PAYIING L3N “INOC conduct for election reporting issued by the
rANTF:: Board

. Complaints and Disputes Arising from the
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Electoral Process
18  oocy 92. Principle
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o/
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Parties' Joint Forum that enables to resolve
disputes related to the election process through
dialogue and understanding.

2/ Any decision-making body to whom
complaints and grievances are presented in
accordance with this chapter shall look into
the matter and give instant decision based on
the election timetable to ensure that the
election process continues in a free, fair and
peaceful manner.

3/ Any complaint should be presented in
writing.

4/ The Board shall put in place a system in
electoral offices at every level to give a
timely decision on the complaints submitted.

5/ The head of the constituency electoral office
may ask for the assistance of a police force as
deemed necessary to conduct the election in ¢
peaceful and legal manner.

6/ Except for Articles 79, 90 and 91 of thi

- Proclamation, any candidate of a politica

organization or private candidate may objec

to the decision or order given by the Boar«
and appeal to the Federal Supreme Court.
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93.

7/ The Board or electoral officers at every level
may subpoena or order to present written or
other evidences a government body or any
person who is able to provide evidence to
decide on the complaints.

8/  Where the Board is aware or received a
complaint supported by an evidence that any
criminal- act that obstructs the election
process has been committed or is being
committed, it may refer the case to a
concerned authority for a legal action and
follow the matter.

9/ Any person who has not submitted his
complaint or appeal within the period
specified in Articles 93-96, shall be barred
from submitting his complaint or appeal.

10/ Courts shall hear electoral cases lodged
following procedure in accordance with the
constitution and relevant laws. They may
assign a tribunal that looks into electoral
cases-as necessary.

11/ Courts shall not hear an electoral case
indicated in ‘sub-article (10) above that has
not been heard and decided by the Board or
electoral officers at every level.

Complaints Relating to Electors' Registration

1/ Where a person is denied of registration as an
elector, he shall have the right to lodge a
complaint with the electoral office of the
polling station and seek decision thereon.

2/ A person or political organization
~ complaining that a person who has no
eligibility to register as an elector has been
registered shall have the right to lodge its
complaints to the polling station Grievance
Hearing Committee and seek a decision.

3/ The Polling Station Grievance Hearing
- Committee shall, upon investigating the
matter, give decision within 24 hours.

4/ Where the Polling Station Grievance Hearing
Committee fails to give decision to a
complaint submitted in accordance with Sub-
Article (1) above within 24 hours, it shall be
deemed to have agreed to the request made
by the complainant.
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5/

6/

7/

8/

9/

_illegal . registration

Where the Polling Station Grievance
Committee has not responded to a complaint
submitted in accordance sub-article (2) above
within 24 hours, the complaint shall have the
right to appeal to the constituency Electoral
Office within 48 hours.

An appeal to the Constituency Electoral
Office in objection of the decision given by a
Polling  Station  Grievance  Hearing
Committee shall be submitted within 48
hours from the time of the decision.

The Constituency Grievance Hearing
Committee shall investigate and decide on
the complaint within 24 hours

Where the Constituency Grievance Hearing
Committee has not given decision within 24
hours for a complaint of denial of registration
as an elector, it shall be deemed to have
consented to the demands of the complainant.

Where the Constituency Grievance Hearing
Committee has not given decision in 24 hours
for a complaint of objection to the alleged
of an elector, the

- complainant has the right to appeal to the

10/

Y

12/

Woreda court-in 24 hours.

The polling station electoral office shall
conduct its duties in accordance with the
decision given by the Constituency
Grievance Hearing Committee.

Any individual or political organization
dissatisfied by the decision given by the
Constituency Grievance Hearing Committee
shall have the right to appeal to the Woreda
court within 24 hours. The decision given by
the Woreda court shall be final.

A complaint to be submitted in accordance
with Sub Article (1) above shall be lodged

~ until the end of registration of electors in the

13/

election timetable.

The period for lodging a complaint indicated
in Sub Article (2) above shall be from the
date of registration until the end of the date of
public display of the electoral roll.
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94. Complaints Relating to Candidates Registration

1/

2/

3/

4/

5/

6/

7/

8/

Any person or political- organization denied
of registration for candidature shall have the
right to lodge a complaint to the Constituency
Grievance Hearing Committee and get a
decision.

Any individual or political organization that
objects to the registration of a candidate shall
have the right to lodge a complaint to the
Constituency Grievance Gearing Committee
and seek a decision.

The Constituency  Grievance Hearing
Committee shall investigate and decide on
the complaint submitted to it within 24 hours.

Where the Constituency Grievance Hearing

" Committee does not.give decision within 24 hours

to the complaint submitted to it in accordance with
sub article (1) above, it shall be deemed to have

~agreed to the demands made by the complainant.

Where the Constituency Grievance Hearing
Committee does not give decision in 24 hours
for a complaint lodged in accordance .with
sub article (2) above, the complainant may
appeal to the Regional Electoral Office
Grievance Hearing Committee  within 72
hours. - '

A political organization or private candidate -
denied of registration for candidature or
objects to the registration of a candidate may
reject the decision of the Constituency
Grievance Hearing Committee and appeal to
the Regional Electoral - Office Grievance
Hearing Committee.

The Regional Electoral Office Grievance
Hearing Committee shall give decision to a

- complaint submitted to it within 48 hours.

Where the Regional Electoral Office Grievance
Hearing Committee does not give decision to an
appeal about denial of registration for candidature
‘in 48 hours, it shall be considered to have
conceded to the demands of the complainant.

9/ Where the Regional Electoral Office Grievance

~ Hearing Committee does not give decision to

- an appeal about objection to registration for

candidature in 58 hours, the complainant has
the right to appeal to the Regional Supreme
Court inn 48 hours.
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107-

11/

12/

13/

The Constituency Electoral Office shall carry
out its duties in accordance with the decision
given by the Regional Electoral Office
Grievance Hearing Committee:

Any complainant dissatisfied by the decision
of the Regional Electoral Office Grievance
Hearing Committee may appeal to the
Regional Supreme Court in within 48 hours
of the decision. The decision given by the
court shall be final.

A complaint about denial of registration for
candidature of a political organization or a
private candidate shall be lodged until the
end of the registration of candidates.

A complaint about objection to the
registration for candidature shall be lodged in
the period between the beginning of
candidates’ registrations up to the official
announcement of registered candidates.

95. Complaints Related to Voting

1/ Where an elector is denied of voting or when

2/

there is objection to his voting right, he shall
have the right to lodge a complaint to the
Poling station Grievance Hearing Committee
and get a decision.

The Poling station Grievance Hearing
Committee may

a. allow temporary voting and refer the
case for the decision to the Constituency
Electoral Office; or

b. decide that the complainant shall not cast
temporary vote.

" 3/ A vote casted in accordance with sub article 2

(a) above shall be made invalid unless the
complainant presents before the adding up of

~ votes an evidence from the Constituency

4/

Electoral  Office . Grievance  Hearing
Committee or from the Woreda court as
appropriate stating that he has the right to

“vote.

A complaint about objection to a decision
given 'in accordance with sub article 2 (b) -
above shall be lodged before the conclusion
of the. voting time. The poling station shall
implement the decision.
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97.

5/ Any person dissatisfied by the decision of the
Constituency Grievance Hearing Committee and
denied of temporary voting may immediately
appeal to the Woreda court. The Woreda court
shall give its decision before the conclusion of the
voting time; and the decision shall be final.

6/ Any person objecting to the voting right of an
elector shall have the right to lodge his
complaint and get decision in accordance
with the procedures provided above.

Complaints Relating to Vote Counting and
Results ‘

1/ Any political organization or private candidate or
_representative who has comaplints on the vote
counting and results may get his complaint
recorded to the Polling Station Grievance Hearing

. Committee, and may submit the same complaint to
.the Constituency Grievance Hearing Committee in

48 hours.
2/ Thé~ Constituency  Grievance Hearing
Committee  shall investigate and give

decision on the complaint submitted in
accordance with sub article (1) above in 48
hours.

3/ Any complainant dissatisfied by the decision
given in accordance with sub article (2)
above may appeal to the Board in 5 days. The
Board shall investigate the complaint and
give final decision.

4/ A complainant dissatisfied by the decision of
the Board may appeal to the Federal Supreme
Court in 5 days.

5/ The Federal Supreme Court shall give decision
to the complaint submitted to it in accordance
with sub article (4) above as soon as possible.

Chapter Nine
Prohibited Acts

General

Without prejudice to the provisions related to
popular elections and vote casting in the FDRE
Pena Code, committing acts prohibited in this
Chapter is punishable by law.
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98. Illegal Printing and Possession of Election
Documents

Whosoever has, without the consent of the Board,
printed, duplicated, forged any election document
and material- or found to have possessed or
distributed such document and material shall be
punishable with imprisonment or a fine.

99. Removing of Eiection Advertisement

Whosoever has, from the commencement of the
election process up to the official announcement
of results, damaged, removed or tore apart a
poster or election advertisement of any cand9idate
shall be punishable with imprisonment not
exceeding one year or a fine.

100. Prohibition of Election Forecast
- Whosoever has, on voting day, prepared and
distributed or cause to prepare election forecast or
announce this to the public in any way shall be

punishable with imprisonment not exceeding one
year or a fine.

Chapter Ten _
General Principles of Election
- Code of Conduct
101. Objectives of Election Code of Conduct

" Election code of conduct has the following
objectives:

1/ To promote tolerance in a democratic electoral
operation;

- 2/ -To foster free political campaigning and open
public discussion; '

3/ To enable the conduct of free and fair.election.

102. Election Code of Conduct
1/ Any political organization or private candidate

willing to abide by the election code of
conduct to be issued by the Board shall

a) respect the code;
b) publicize the code;

¢) educate the electors about the code;
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d) guide its candidates, représentatives,
members and supporters to respect the
code and take necessary actions to realize
it. S

2/ Any political organization or private candidate

a) shall publicly explain about the rights of
every citizen;

b) accept the results of the election; or may
take the matter to a court if dissatisfied.

3/ Any political organization and candidate that
plans to hold a public rally, demonstration or
any other political activity shall, by making
contacts with other contending parties, ensure
that no such programmes have been
scheduled at the same place and time by
other political organizations and candidates.

4/ Any political party or candidate shall

a) récognize the authority of the Board and
respect its orders and directives;

b) establish good relations with the Board
and other political organizations running
for election;

c) cooperate wit the Board in complaints
screening or investigation activities;

d) protect the security of Board members,
employees and electoral officers;
take the necessary action to protect these
bodies from insult, threat,
intimidation or danger by their members
and supporters; -

- e) ensure that their candidates or
representatives are present in the
Political Parties’ Joint Forum and other

- similar forums organized by the Board.

5/ Any political organization and candidate shall
a/ cooperate with the mass media so that the

latter can play a proper role in the
election;
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b/ take the necessary action to protect
jourx(alists from attack, intimidation,
danger, pressure or assault

6/ During the election, no political organization
' or candidate shall;

a/ cause' or instigate violence;
b/ put pressure on candidates, members of a
ipolitical party, electors, candidates’

\ ;
representatives or supporters;

¢/  make false accusation or publish
defamatory writings or make a speech of
such nature;
d/ counterfeit the symbol of another party;
e/ discriminate in elections nor political
activities against ethnicity, nationality,
race, gender, language, colour, religion,
social background, wealth, origin or any
other status.

7/ No person shall

a/ give bribe in relation to election or
political activity;

b/ - carry weapons in political meetings,
demonstrations and other political
activities;

¢/ damage, remove or tear election posters of
political organizations and candidates
and other election materials;

-obstruct the activities of others to offer
voter education, collect endorsement
signatures, and recruit members; and

d/

e/ abuse his power or special privilege.

103. Pretension
No person shall pretend as

1/ arepresentative of a political organization or a
candidate;
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2/ candidate;

3/ member or employee of the Board or electoral
officer; .

4/ represehtative of an observer organization;
5/ one licensed to offer civic and voter education.
104. Winding up of Campaigning
No person shall, two day before the voting day up
to the conclusion of voting, conduct or participate
in political rallies, demonstrations or any other
political activities
105. Issuance of Election Code of Conduct
The Board, in consultation with concerned
bodies, may issu¢ detailed election code of

- conduct that create favourable conditions for the
conduct of free and fair elections.

PART FOUR
MISCELLANEUOUS PROVISIONS
106. Budget
The Board shall prepare its budget and submit to
the House of Peoples’ Representatives for
- approval.
- 107. Duty to Cooperate
Any federal or regional public institution,
political ~ organization, ° grouping,  private

organization or individual shall have the duty to
cooperate in implementing this Proclamation.

108. Penalty

Any person who obstructs the implementation of
this Proclamation or violates the code of conduct

~shall be punishable by this Proclamation or the
amended FDRE Penal Code.

109. Repealed Laws
1/

The following have been repealed by this
Proclamation

a) Proclamation to Ensure the Conformity of
the Electoral Law of Ethiopia with the
Constitution of the Federal Democratic
Republic of Ethiopia (Proclamation NO.

111/1995)
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Al PATEAP PICH U NATEAS b) Amended Proclamation to Ensure the
LBlAP LPNEOLP (TANAN Conformity of the Electoral Law of Ethiopia
U'l”"')"l("l"t‘ 9C AYgmMge  pomar with the Constitution . of the Federal

- . L T Democratic Republic of  Ethiopia

(“770e) hPE hTC BBAIHTIE (Proclamation NO. 187/2000)

hl  PATCRP  PICE U KPR
NATPRL £.2600P BINENPP
CTNAR V1 @30t o
ACImge  pamar KPR 4R e

¢) Amended Proclamation to Ensure the

‘ Conformity of the Electoral Law of Ethiopia
with the Constitution of the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia

PR hrC ORAT/THREL: ~ (Proclamation NO. 438/2005)
€ hmy KPE OC e21PET “IGFAF V| 9/ Any law which is inconsistent with these
(HY  APE  Oteraht: 180T AL proclamations shall not be applied on matters
-5 A A X A Ligé Lot covered by these proclamations.

‘ - ~ 110. Power to issue regulations and directives
4P 20§ avonge por@-apt NAMG

. The Board may issue regulations and directives to
NCSH LUT APE A“IN4.09° P9145 L7 implement this Proclamation,

AG gnanl e A ) LFAA::

¥
- AFTE APE PolOSOT 1N 111. Effective date
LU APE Q124F IHM FTP hoant 3 This Proclamation shall come in to force up on
oo P05 LUPSA: Publication in the Federal Negarit Gazeta.
RSN AN A% i 7 T8F18 9.9° Done at Addis Ababa, this 25™ day of June, 2007
| CT wARIFCLN GIRMA WOLDEGIORGIS
PATERS boflAR ATHCALE - PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERA

f ¢TAAR TEHATT .~ DEMOCRATICREPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA
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