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.
PROCLAMATION NO. 534/2007.

RIVER BASIN COUNCILS AND
AUTHORITIES PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, the distribution of the water resources
of Ethiopia is uneven in time and space, and on top of
that, the country's economic growth is causing a
correlative increase in water uses with quantitative as
well as qualitative impacts;

WHEREAS, the Ethiopian Water Resources
Management Policy, envisages the establishment of
river basin councils and authorities as one of the main
instruments to implement integrated water resources
management which is actually the pillar of the policy;

WHEREAS, integrated water resources management
requires arrangements for reconciling the different uses
of water resources within a river basin to achieve
balance and sustainable development of water
resources as economic as well as environmental
resources;

WHEREAS, integrated water resources management
process requires that the stakeholders of a river basin
shall have to act in a coordinated manner in spite of
their differences of approaches, interests and
perceptions of th~ effects of their decisions, plans and
activities on the hydrological cycle and on other users;
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WHEREAS, the establishment of river basin councils
and authorities shall have significant contributions in creating
efficient and stable mechanisms for the implementation of the
Ethiopian Water Resources Management Policy through river
basin plans and effective and sustainable joint management
by relevant stakeholders of the water resources of the basins;

Oh..-rr-A'.r to~t-t\ce ~lfPnt-ft.rce tT'Ot\.n NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with Article

.lh1 OO'JDJP'T n'J~7\ 'll;/ ~/ oowl.T rD?h1't\m-
55 (1) af the Canstitutian, af the Federal Demacratic

,.rm- J.(A:: Republic af Ethiapia it is hereby proclaimed as

nC;:A n'J1: fallaws:

m ~ ~ ~
6. n6f.bC Cllfl

.eU n'P~ "r1'~ofl SJUnc o.+"fe; llt\p'Afll
e;T n'P~ cf:1'C l;l@!l/Iilfjil" 1'{It\~
t\.m~fI .e1'~A:=

fl. TC~DIt

" r:pi\. n111'O tb~ TC'l-SJU rD?.rOmw' I]Atr~
Ofl1'~C OlLU n'P~ m-fl1'l
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rhco cr J!:C m-'�PJ"f rD?.rI]At\.T
nl]ll{l tre; rD?h1'i\.T'J rh.-rr--k.r
'Pe; 'Pe; 1'~0(a"f h~'Jo'fI 1'~01t:fm-
.rm:PAltA 1

IP / r~e;h.A 1'~Ofl

PART ONE
GENERAL

1. Short Title

This Praclamatian may be cited as the "River Basin
Cauncils and Autharities Proclamatian No..
534/2007."

2. Definitions

In this Proclamatian, unless the cantext requires
atherwise:

1/ "Basin" means a geagrappical area, described
by the watershed limits af water system
including surface and underground water
flawing into. a camman terminus and includes
the fallawing main basins and their sub-basins
af Ethiapia:

.

a) the Abbay Basin;

b) the Aisha Basin;

c) the Awash Basin;

d) the Bara-Akaba Basin;

e) the Danakil Basin;

f) the Genale-Dawa Basin;

g) the.Mereb Basin;

h) the Ogaden Basin;

i) the Oma-Ghibe Basin;

-j) the Tekeze Basin;

k) the Rift Vally Lakes Basin; and

I) the Wabi-Shebelle Basin.
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21 "Regional State" means any regional state
specified under Article 47 (1) of the
Constitution and includes the Addis Ababa and
Dire Dawa city administrations;

31 "Stakeholder" means any person who is
deliberately or unintentionally involved in; or
directly or indirectly affected by, water
resources management in a basin;

41 "Integrated Water Resources Management"
means an arrangement for balanced and
sustainable development of water, as an
economic, social and environmental resource,
reconciling, fully, its various uses within a river
basin;

51 "Water Resources" means the availability, both
in quantity and quality of surface and ground
water in a river basin including aquatic
ecosystems and wetlands;

61 "Water ,Allocation" means a system of sharing
the water available in a basin among various
users according to water use permit;

71 "Water Use" means any utilization of water
likely to have an impact either on the water

. resources and its availability to other uses or on
the aquatic ecosystems, and includes
abstraction of water, modification of the natural
water course, use of water to discharge
pollutants and use of water for recreational,
fisheries, navigation and other activities;

81 '''River Basin Plan' means strategic water
resources planning with long-term vision in the
aim of guarantying equity and sustainability in
water resource uses;

91 "Ministry" or "Minister" means the Ministry or
Minister of water Resources, respectively;

III "Person" means any natural or juridical person.
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PART TWO

RIVER BASIN HIGH COUNCILS AND
AUTHORITIES.

3. Establishment

1/ River Basins High Councils and Authorities
shall be established by Regulations to be
issue9 by the Council of Ministers.

21 When it is deemed necessary, two or more river
basins may be under the jurisdiction of a single
Basin High Council and Authority.

4. Objectives

The overall objectives of river basin High Councils and
Authorities shall be to promote and monitor the integrated
water resources management process in the river basins
falling under their jurisdictJ';)nswith a view to using of the
basins' water resources for the socio-economic welfare of
the people in an equitable and participatory manner, and
without compromising the sustainability of the aquatic
ecosystems. '

5. Members of Basin High Councils

1I A Basin High Council members shall be
designated by the Government.

21 The accountability of a Basin High Council ShalJ
be determined by a Regulation to be issued b)
the Council of Ministers.

6. Powers and Duties of Basin High Council

A Basin ~High Council shall have the powers an,
duties to:

II provide policy guidance and planning oversigh
to ensure high level of coordination amon,
stakeholders for the implementation 0
integrated water resources management in th
basin;

21 direct the preparation of the river basin plan an
submit same for approval by the Government;
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3/ propose to the Government the rate of the water
charges to be paid by water users in the basin;

4/ examine and decide on the appropriateness and
priQritization of constructing major water works
in the basin;

5/ examine and decide on water allocation rules
and principles in normal times and in times of
water shortage as well as in times of drought or
flooding;

6/ manage water use disputes between Regional
States in the basin;

7/ provide information and advisory support to the
body in charge of negotiating with neighboring
countries with respect to the basin where the
basin is part of a trans boundary basin; .

8/ establish standing or ad-hoc committees
necessary for discharging specific activities.

7. Meetings of Basin High Councils

1/ A Basin High Council shall hold regular
meetings at least twice in a year; provided,
however, that the Chairperson may, on his own
initiative or upon the joint request of three
members, call extraordinary meeting to be held
at any time.

2/ There shall be quorum where more than half of
the members of the Council are present at a
meeting.

3/ The Council shall pass decisions by majority
vote; in c.aseof a tie, the Chairperson shall have
a casting vote.

4/ In the absence of the Chairperson, the Vice-
Chairperson shall preside over the meetings of
the Council.

5/ The Council may, without prejudice to the
provisions of this Article, adopt its own rules of
procedure.
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8. Secretariats of Basin High Councils

A Basin Authority shall serve as the secretariat of
the respective Basin High Council .

9. Powers and Duties of Basin Authorities

A Basin Authority shall have the powers and
duties to.

1/ initiate and sUbmit to the Basin High Council
policy measures needed to create a conducive
environment for the implementation of an
integrated water resource management process
within the basini and follow up the
implementation of same upon approvali

21 undertake activities necessary for, and facilitate,
the implementation of integrated water
resources management in the basini

31 ensure that projects, activities and interventions
related to water. in the basin are, in their
content; schedule, impacts and management are
in line. with the integrated water resources
management processi

41 prepare, and submit to the Basin High Council,
the basin's plan and monitor its implementation.
upon approvali

51 without prejudice to,the power given to Regional
State by law, issue permits applicable to the
basin's water use and water works in
accordance with Article 15 of this
Proclamation, and ensUre that the terms of the
permits are complied withi

61 collect, compile, analyze and disseminate
information for proper planning, administration
and steering of water resources in the basini

71 develop and use a river basin model in order to
guide and support its basin water resources
strategic planning and water administration
functionsi

81 give advice and technical support to the Basin
High Council and the Ministry on dispute
resolution in relation to the allocation and Use
of water resources bfthe basini
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9/ set up a forum for effective networking among
stakeholders;

,

10/ collect water charges from users;

11/ on the basis of instructions of the Basin High
Council, prepare and provide necessary
information for the concerned body in charge of
negoti;;ttions with' other countries concerning
trans-boundary river basins;

12/ undertake studies, surveys and researches that
are deemed necessary to carry out its functions;

13/ own property, enter into contracts, sue and be
sued in its own name;

14/ carry out other functions necessary for the
implementation of its objectives.

10. Accountability of B.asin Authorities

A Basin Authority shall be accountable:

1/ to the respective Basin High Council with
respect to issues falling under the provisions
of Article 6 of this Proclamation; and

2/ to the Ministry with respect to other issues
falling under its jurisdiction.

11. Organization of Basin Authorities

A Basin Authority shall have:

1/ a Director General to be appointed by tht
. Government upon the recommendation of th€

Minister; and

2/ the necessary staff.

12. Powers and Duties of Director Generals

1/ The Director General of a River Basi
Authority shaH, as the chief executive of tll
Authority, direct and administer the activitit
of the Authority.

2/ Without limiting the generality of Sub-Artie
(1) of this Article, the Director General shal
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a) exercise the 'powers and duties of the
Basin Authority specified in Article 9 of
this Proclamation;

b) employ and administer the employees of
the Basin Authority in accordance with
directives to be issued by the
Government following the basic
principles of the federal civil service
'laws;

c) effect expenditure in accordance /with the
approved budget and work program of
the Basin Authority;

d) represent the Basin Authority in all its
dealings with third parties;

e) prepare and submit to the Basin High
Council and to the Mtnistry the annual
operational and financial reports of the
Basin Authority; .

t) carry out any other duties required by the
Basin High Council and the Ministry.

3/ The Director General may, to the extent
necessary for the efficient performance of the.
activities of the Basin Authority, delegate
part of his powers and duties to employees of
the Authority.

13. Budget

The budget of a River aasin Authority shall be
drawn from funds allocated by the Federal
Government and water charges to be collected
pursuant to Article 9(10) of this proclamation.

14 Books of Accounts

1/ A Basin Authority shall keep complete and
accurate books of accounts.

2/ The books of accounts and financial
documents of a Basin Authority shall be
audited annually by the Auditor General or
by an Auditor designated by him.
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PART THREE
WATER USE PERMITS, IN:FORMATION

SYSTEM AND RIVER BASIN PLANS

15. Water Use Permits

1/ A River Basin Authority shall give permits
relating to water use and water works in
compliance with the provisions of the
Et~iopian Water Resources Management
Proclamation No. 197/2000 and Regulations
No. 115/2005.

21 A River Basin Authority shall' have the duty
to transmit to the Ministry information
compiled with respect to the issuance of

, permits pursuant to Sub-Article (1) of this
Article.

3/ The issuance of permits relating to water use
or water works shall take into consideration
~he basin's future perspective in line with
integrated water resources management

, process.

16. Basin Information System

1/ EVt:ry River Basin Authority shall develop
and use management oriented basin
information system, in order to guide and
support the basin water resources strategic
planning and water management functions.

2/ A basin information system shall encompass
at least the following key indicators:

a) the quantity and quality of water
resources of the basin;

b) the aquatic ecosystem of the basin;

c) the level of the water demand within the
basin;

d) the existing and planned major watel
infrastructures;

e) the main interventions or projects tha
may have impact on the water resources;

f) the existing water uses; and
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t) based on the situation analysis, strategic
orientations for actual implementation of
integrated water resources management
process;

g) means of implementing the plan,
including implementing actors, action
plans and budget requirement;

3/ Water related activities of stakeholders in the
basin shall be made compatible with the
basin plan.

PART FOUR
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

19. Duty to Cooperate

Any person shall have the duty to cooperate wit
a River Basin Authority in the implementation c
this Proclamation.

20. Inapplicable Laws

No law shall, in so far as it is inconsistent wi
this Proclamation, be applicable with respect
matters provided for in this Proclamation.

21. Power to Issue Regulations and Directives

11 The Council of Ministers shall is~
Regulations necessary for the execution
this Proclamation.

2/ The Ministry shall issue directives necess
for the execution of this Proclamation.

22. Effective Date

This Proclamation shall come into force up
Publication in the Federal Negarit Gazeta.

Done at Addis Ababa, this 23 day of July, 2007

GIRMA WOLDEGIORGIS

PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERAL
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPl
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