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PROCLAMATION NO. 542/2007.

‘A PROCLAMATION TO PROVIDE FOR THE
DEVELOPMENT CONSERVATION AND
UTILIZATION OF FORESTS

WHEREAS, the development conservation and
sustainable utilization of forests plays a decisive role in
satisfying the needs of the society for forest products
and plays a significant role in the enhancement of
national economy in general;

WHEREAS, the sustainable utilization of the
country’s forest resources is possible through ensuring
the participation of, -and benefit sharing by the
concerned communities as well as by harmonizing
forest policies and programs with those of other
economic sectors, particularly with agriculture and

| rural development policy;

WHEREAS, the development, conservation and
utilization of forest plays a decisive role in preventing
soil erosion, expansion of desertification, ‘disturbance
of ecological balance, depletion of biodiversity and
reduction of agricultural production due to the alarming

v ‘51tuat10n of forest degradation in the country;

WHEREAS, it is necessary to enact a new legislation on the
conservation, development and utilization of forest that takes
into account the existing objective reality in order to
encourage the development of forest and properly conserve
and use the remaining limited forest resource of the country;

- WHEREAS, it has been provided under Sub-Article 2(d)
of Article 52 of the constitution that the power entrusted to
the Regional States to administer land and natural resources
shall be exercised in accordance with laws enacted by the
Federal Government;
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NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with Article

'55 (1) of the Constitution of the Federal Democratic

Republic of Ethlopla it is hereby proclaimed as
follows:
: : PART ONE
GENERAL
L Short Title

This Proclamation may be cited as the “Forest
Development, = Conservation - “and  Utilization
Proclamation No.542/2007.”

2. Definitions

In this Proclamation, unless the context requires
otherwise:

1/ “Ministry” or “Minister” means the Ministry or
Minister of  Agriculturz and  Rural
Development, respectively;

-2/ “Regional State” means any Regional state

- referred to in Article 47(1) of the Constitution

of the Federal Deinocratic Republic of Ethiopia

- and includes the Addis Ababa and Dire Dawa
. city administrations.

3/ “forest” means a community of plants, either
naturally grown or developed by planting and
mainly consisting of trees and. other plants
having woody character;

4/ “tree means any woody plant regardless of its
species, age or size and includes bamboo, reeds
and. palms as well as other plants to be
designated as such by the Ministry;

5/ “forest land” means a land that is-demarcated
for- the purpose of forest development and
conservation and covered with forest and
_includes bushy and barren land found on steep
slopes; :

6/ “state forest” means any protected or productive
“forest, which is under the ownership of the
~Federal Government or a Regional State;

7/ “protected forest” means a forest designated as such
" in accordance with this Proclamation to be conserved
and - develpped free from human or animal
interference for the purpose of water shade
management and the conservation of genetic
resources, biodiversity and the environment in
general, as well as for the purpose of training and

- research;
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= “Productive forest” means a forest designated

as such in accordance with this proclamation

for -the production -of industrial; construction

and other forest products;

“private forest” means a forest other than state -
forest developed by any private person and

includes a forest developed by members of a
peasant association or by an association
organized- by private individuals, investors and
governmental and non-governmental

“organizations;

“man-made forest” means forest other than
natural forest and which is developed by man
by planting of seedling or any other means;

“natural forest” means a forest where any

~ naturally grown trees, shrubs and other plants

having woody and non-woody characters are
found; :

“shrub land” means a forestland where tree
species with a height of up to five meters are
found grown scattered;

“management plan” means forest resource
development, conservation and utilization plan

_developed for the conservation, development

and utilization of the resource based on a detail
study of the forest resource in a natural or man-
made forest;

“forest product” means any product that is
obtained from a whole tree or part thereof or
any primary woody or non-woody product
processed manually or industrially;

“forest product movement permit” means a
permit that indicated the origin and destination
of a forest product and which shall be used for
a limited period of time and issued for moving
forest products from production site to local
market or from within the country to
international market;

“appropriate regional body” means an

~executive organ of a Regional State that is

empowered to undertake activities relating to
the development, conservation and utilization
of forest in the region;
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17/

18/

19/

20/

“local community” includes the community
residing inside and adjacent to a state and
private forest; -

“concession” means contract given out to any
person to utilize a given State forest for a
defined period of time;

“biodiversity” means diversity of genes and
species of plants, animals and microorganisms
and the ecosystem in which they live together
in interaction and interdependence in a forest or
forestland;

“person” means any natural or juridical person.

. Types of Forest Ownership

There ‘shall be the following types of forest
ownership:

1/
2/

private forest; and
state forest.

PART TWO

PROMOTION OF THE UTILIZATION

1/

2/

3/

OF PRIVATE FOREST

. promotion of forest Development

Private individuals, associations, governmental
and non-governmental organizations and
business organizations who want to develop
forest shall have the right to obtain rural land in
areas. designated for forest development in
accordance with regional Iand administration

~and utilization laws;

Areas in productive state forests that could be

-developed on concession shall be identified and

may be given out for man-made forest
development;

Management plan shall be developed, with
participation of the local community, for forests
that have not been designated as protected or
productive state forests, and such forests shall
be given to the community, associations or
investors so that they conserve and utilize them

“in accordance with directives to be issued by

the appropriate body;
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4/

5/

6/

In order to introduce farm-forestry practices
among the farming and semi-pastoral
communities, effort shall be made to provide
them with sufficient amount of plant seeds and
seedlings -of tree species that could have

~different economic benefits;

Any person who develops forest on his land
holding or in a state forest area given to him on
concession shall be given assurance to his
ownership of the forest.

The rights of forest owners to use forestland
and to transfer their holding rights shall be
exercised in accordance with rural land
administration and utilization laws.

S. Promotiovn of Forest Technology

1/

Forest technology packages that enable to properly

. use indigenous or foreign knowlédge, practices and
~ technologies on the development, conservation and .

2/

3/

4/

5/

utilization of forest shall be prepared and
disseminated to enhance the knowledge and skill of
forest developers.

The forest technology package to be distributed
to farmers, semi-pastoralists and the private
sector shall focus on maximizing income and
ensuring food security within a short period of
time.

A seed supply system shall be established to

~supply seeds of indigenous or exotic tree

species that are suitable to the difference
ecosystems.

Technical support will be provided to farmers
and semi-pastoralists in the selection and
planting of tree and forage plant species and

conservation of the existing ones that help to

prevent soil erosion and serve as landholding
boundary marks.

Training and education shall be provided on
modern - forest management skills to all those

- engaged in forest development so that forest

6/

resource is properly developed, conserved and
utilized.

Conducive conditions shall be created whereby

vocational training shall be given to those
engaged in the forest development in order to
utilize forest resources for different purpose.
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6. Promotion of Market for Forest Products

1/ Farmers, semi-pastoralists, investors, associa- -
tions, governmental and non-governmental
organizations and business organizations shall
be given the necessary support to produce
quality and competitive forest products for
local and international markets. - ‘

2/ Technical support shall be provided to those
engaged in raising and supplying tree seedlings
to the society.

3/ Forest products shall be used for trade and
industrial development based on forest
management plans.

4/  Forest products trade license shall be issued in
accordance with the management plan taking
into account the utilization of the country’s
limited forest resources and in a manner that
shall not disturb the natural resource balance of
the area.

5/ A system shall be established for the
conservation of tree species, having market
demand, with .a view to increasing their
sustainable production and productivity

6/ A successive training and education shall be
_given to sectors of the society engaged in
forest development on the marketing of forest
products

7/ Investment opportunities and incentives shall
be provided to investors engaging in the forest
industry.

8/ Farmers, semi-pastoralists, individual forest
owners and organizations shall be given
technical advice on marketing their forest
products. '

9/ Information on forest products market shall be
collected, organized, and furnished to forest
developers and forest product consumers
through various mass media.
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7. Obligation of Private Forest Developers

1/ A private forest owner shall notify the body
found around the forest and obtain forest
products movement permit prior to harvesting
and transporting the product from place to
place; - ‘

2/ Owners of private forests shall have the duty to:

a) follow sound forest development methods
and replace, in different ways, trees when
harvested,;

b) take the necessary measures to protect their
forests from pest and disease;

¢) notify the appropriate body thé existence of
forest pest and disease;

d) ensure that the forest is protected from fire
and other hazards; and

e) in general, comply with directives issued

 on the safety of the environment,

conservation of catchments, biodiversity
and unique natural trees and wildlifes.

PART THREE
'COSERVATION, DEVELOPMENT AND
ADMINISTRATION OF STATE FOREST

8. Designation, Demarcation and Registration of
State Forest

1/ In order to properly conserve, develop and utilize the

~ forest resources of the country, major forestlands
shall be designated as state forests, their boundaries
shall be demarcated and they shall be registered as
protected and productive forests.

2/ -~ The -designation and demarcation of forests
-pursuant to Sub-Article (1) of this Article shall
be undertaken with the participation of the local
community.

3/ The designation and demarcation of a state
forest in accordance with Sub-Article (1) of this
Article shall be proclaimed by the legislation of
the concerned;
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4/

Where the designation and demarcation of a
state forest pursuant to this Article results in the
eviction of the local community, priority shall
be given to the protection of the interests of the
community in accordance with existing land
administration laws. :

9. Conservation, Development and Administration
of State Forest

1/

2/

3/

4/

5/

6/

7/

8/

State forests shall be properly developed
conserved and utilized;

The necessary budget, manpower and materials
shall be provided to state forests so that they
shall have there own administration and
management compatible to their level of
development.

Forest development, conservation and utilization
plans shall be formulated to allow the
participation of local communities in the
development and conservation and also in the
sharing of benefits from the development of
state forests;

An appropriate preventive and curative measure
shall be taken to keep state forests free from
pests and disease;

Forest resources shall be protected from natural
and man-made disasters;

Access roads and other facilities shall be
constructed within a state forest necessary for
the development and conservation of the forest;

Forests shall be protected from forest fire
unauthorized settlement, deforestatior
undertaking of mining activities and othe
similar dangers;

Conditions shall be facilitated wherel
inhabitants within a state forest shall contin
living in the forest, while participating in t
development and conservation of the forest,
-a manner that shall not obstruct for
development; or, based on a study and

consultation with the appropriate body, tt
shall evacuate the forest area and settle in ot

areas suitable for living;
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i/  LF PATIRLT  TéALaF PPIC
RAISAT (L3 T Bavdt GGt 9/ State forests shall be administered in accordance
AISHSRCS LY AP Lo with forest management system and the
LIRS tavAde  £96 199PLA appropriate technical and related assistance
COT POUSEC RAIBLGIT PAC shall be provided so-that forest resources shall
AT mAf ATEPME MY be géilized tsustaitnabl.}l/:“.efm‘d (tihat theyf can
VLM ATEMAP LLLIA: . provide sanctuary to wildlife and protect forest
: _ eco-systems from imbalance, and to conserve
- - biodiversity;
i/ PR7? ATIFT PNEPST AP P9°r ALY T : :
AAG-S (-FPAmd. ao3L aogogt 23 10/ ?t;o(;lg blodlzs anq sys]tTms lsh.all be(iestabl(;§hed
036 148,006 NAA P-FmShe RhAG at federal and regional levels in order to direct
TRWGC RIBGC LRL I the development, conservation and utilization
of forest sustainably and efficiently
T av
1. 0agvyIet 27 had ey 10. Utilization of State Forests
&/ Pav it R (1PPI° AL P lm-Na-
ﬂ"'I:M,')ES‘ n:'ZU,Q-:lr S L 1/ A state forest shall be utilized in accordance
TAT o lt LT A with the management plan to be prepared and
approved;
. g/ Pavypot L7 (MY ATPE 100
¥ WiP&x /8 ovwlA OPP9° AL | )/ The utilization of a state forest in accordance
P (o033 P SCEAT - with Sub-Article (1) of this Article shall be
wL9° L' OhIAA7 A-HAMTFar AP undertaken by government organizations ofr
LT “persons who are given concessions;
i/ PILY ATPAR 00 AIPAR /B8] AS €/ 3/ Notwithstanding the provisions of Sub-Articles
£IILPT T4 AN faa PHAA (1) and (2) of this Article, the local community
KA P92PN0 8@ PUILE Oy TATY may reap grasses, collect fallen woods and
N77£94C  ve): AR  vlidtad utilize herbs from a state forest in conformity
hoejimt R 00T AC AR with the management plan developed for the
oo 7 KCPar Pwfd ?\'}f,r.l.-f-:?'79' forest by the appropriate regional body.
ALY P9aA 00PFTT o0& '
AmPI° LTAA _ |
. ) ’ o o 4/ - Notwithstanding Sub-Article (3). of Article 15
g/ PNV APE AMPR IL/T/ NSCPT | of this Proclamation, the harvesting of forest
Moo} R o0 PRT o-m AT products, grass and fruit as well as the keeping
A0 “ICS G6%b APavlt of beehives in state forests may be permitted
L9 N 6 ATLAPA ATILLD based on the objective realities of the locality;
ATLPANNN o T AP i) AP
LFAA: ' ‘
5/ - State forests shall be used to generate income
&l CavUmt LT AU AIAINCT from tourism; |
APPA- M, 9VIR RO
LLREIA:
i5. QATNP 85T hOTALC 11. Administration of protected forests

Protected natural forests and forest lands shall
be demarcated and conserved for the purpose of
environmental protection and conservation of
history, culture and biodiversity as will as for
the purpose of field education.
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2/ Any forest may be designated as protected forest

for the purpose of:

a) Protecting and improving' the status of
water bodies, sources of rivers and
catahments;

" b) Conserving rare and endangered endemic

3/

4/

5/

6/

plant, animal and bird species, and genetic -
resources in general;

c) Controlling flood ‘and protecting the soil
from desiccation, depletion, erosion and
degradation.

Data on the size, topography and species
diversity of a protected forest shall be collected
and- organized for the preparation of forest
management plan that shall be developed and
implemented with the participation of the local
community and by ' taking biodiversity
conservation into account;

Forestlands designated as protected forests but
have no or little plant cover shall be consérved
and protected and, as deemed necessary,
afforested.in accordance with the development
plans employed developed for them;

Fast growing tree species that may be used by
the local community for fuel and construction
purposes shall be planted around a protected
forest to indicate its boundary.

The local community may be permitted to
keep bee hives, produce spices, forest coffee,
forage and the likes in a protected forest by
providing them forest development and
conservation training and technical support.

| PART FOUR |
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

12. Prevention of Forest Fire

1/

Persons who inhabit, work or travel in o
around a forest shall have the responsibilit
to, prior to starting a fire, take the necessar
precautions by removing inflammabl
materials from the surrounding so as t
prevent the spread of forest fire;
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13.

2/ Any person who is aware of the occurrence of
forest fire shall have the duty to immediately
report same to the nearest governmental body
and the community or to the ministry;

3/ In the event of forest fire, the nearest
appropriate  regional body or its
representative shall have the duty to take the
necessary measure by coordinating and
mobilizing governmental, non-governmental
and private organizations operating in the
locality and the local community to
extinguish the fire;

4/ Governmental, non-governmental and private
institutions that are operating in the locality
or that have specific responsibility as well as
members of the local community shall have
the obligation to participate in the effort to
extinguish the forest fire.

Prodﬁction and Movement of Forest Products -

1/ No person shall harvest forest products from
a state forest without having the necessary
-permit from the Ministry or the appropriate’
regional body;

2/ A person who transports forest products form
~ one place to another shall, when requested,
have the obligation to show his forest product
movement permit to a forest product
movement inspector;

3/ Where a forest product seized due to the
violation of Sub-Article (1) of this Article is
perishable, the Ministry or the appropriate
regional body may sell the product at the

. current market price and keep the proceeds
until a court ruling is given on the case;

4/  Forest products being processed, stored or
transported, for which evidence has not been
presented to prove that permit has been given
in accordance with this proclamation, shall be
presumed to have been obtained in violation
of this proclamation.
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10. aathaha £C14F 14.  Prohibitions
58/  UIF@®9° Ao (ooPé; AL PTLT 1/ No person may be allowed ‘to cut or use
VIC NPA PHELPE METS haose endangered indigenous natural.trees from a
2 R @0P  ARLT 0L  state forest;
A@MPT® A 4P LAT AL TAT: |
" : "2/ The list of endangered indigenous natural tree
g/ A Pét PEI2Am-T CHATC VIC . S :
= hall t
a4a He T HCUC 9y A4 fh: M?:isctire:yermlned by directives issued by
N7 2mMar avavl @ LoNT A | , ’
. - _ . ) 3/ Without prejudice to Sub-Article (1) and (2)
ii/ "7'7?0)'9" "('lm-: iy A H"Z‘ O of this' Article, unless in possession of written
WIPR /B RS (8 LIBPT permit from the Ministry or the appropriate
Ai&tmld BT hTL10kS 0L9° A2 regional body, no person shall, within a state
0N haa- PRAA KA PRUG 428 - forest: '
Ptama- DAY ANHPCT Nav) 2t '
L5F o-0P:- |
‘ , a) cuttrees;
U/ N& avR{PT o _
A/ LLPPYT og9° a1y b)  settle temporarily or permanently;
’ avN4.CT . o ’
, 4/ PLT RINATT AT Ty c) - graze domestlc animals;
LT ' : ..
v/ hE TNYLET . d) carry out hunting activity;
w/ PRI @OImEe 00N ? uga;;yfo‘;“;;';;%,;ix;?"d any other tools
AT ALT PGand PILLS . ’
avy L e P LN aOVT T f)  keep bee-hives or extract honey.
4/ b6 avOPh mLI° TIC a4 TT
ALTAI:
8/  TiIFo-9 Qe Q@b LT 4/ . No person shall remove natural resources
. a-NP CUUTF OTE.PC N oo - from state forest or undertake any activity
AL L9 MRTNY AL +4T APRCA | that is likely to cause damage thereon;
PILTA TITF @79 +IC TS @7
ALTAI:

&/ ae39) b 28T @-OP (44 ACHT 5/ Prior to undertaking large-scale farming,
PUP0LT T PavP1e T P mining operation, construction of roads,
¢4CT PaNTT UL L POPVIAAN - water drilling, irrigation, dam construction
PAINATa T 2T ATTMYLE 0L9° and other similar investment activities or
ATILYE Q-Favant Pod- 4.8 hovdmet: giving license for such operations,
&t h90ts wL? AN hao- ~ consultation with and the approval of the
PhAN Aha OC NPL7Le (evovhhC | Ministry or the appropriate regional body
hy“g‘"’,’)"’l‘ﬂ)"} "70).7'7‘ ,PhA-A.9A== ) shall be required. .

1%, 00L7? MNP TS PL7? @-mt TBNNEPLT | 15. Forest Guards and Inspectors of Forest
: Products movement

&/ pav3) ot 77 mOAELPT WLt s. 1/ Forest guards shall, in accordance with the
0L AN haao- PhAaA hha directives given to them by the Ministry or
020N @ avavl P aow /.t LT the - appropriate regional body, have the
MY APE RIPE T PHRYINTY power to protect forests against acts
Nav-47 G he9.4.aav- CCLAT committed in violation of Article 14 of this
Pav P oANT LT LT PA: Proclamation.
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17.
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g/ L7 ot tTEMNMLPTF h7Le0bs- 2/ Forest products movement inspectors shall, in
oL5> A0 hAa PAAA - ARA Ministry or the spproprist.regional bods: ave

. - egional body, have

L0 Fa- avavs g IO LA T the powers and duties to: ‘

U/ PR? o ATT Py @890 Aoveny a) inspect, at forest entry or exit points as well
PULMLmC? 1T F@19° 133 (187 as inland and boarder checkpoints to be
av), LG P-HPT ATLV0I° ATRA identified as appropriate, any means of
N840k NLavdav PUIC a-OT AT transport carrying or suspected for carrying
PLINC avdmmi e MNLPT AL forest products;

AART Povd 1T :
b) require any person who transports,
A/ PRY a)‘m,'f-:"i") 0LAPFHT QAPHIE processes or stores forest products to
@£ KhTTFf P17 No- PRY o-m. produce certificate of origin and
;’;‘;ﬁ" ""4"’2‘9' ”“";‘f’fm’f;_";;"’ "7%“ Po°0 destination -or any other legal document
C wod QL rar A4 to this effect;
VIR TINEE W15 LPCN PaomedT
_ . . c) seize, together with the culprit, forest
oh/ gf:"l?ﬁ':‘iﬁnﬁﬁ,?")zz ;L rt{]’::"'.%"mq: products being transported, processed or
ol PR mn?%‘-f-’} h.":C'Lﬁ stored in violation of the provisions of
FMPEPT IC paveNT ) ~ this Proclamation;

a/ Qa+PH PRT @-mATF UCHC U3 9 rzpoi”. t';ntim:d'?tfely thtoM.thi forte;t
0%.20r ARFr AhATBRC Amé. T - a mms.r © (.) lc]e,b © VInstry or .e
M7 A%L0ts 089° AT00 Ada - appropriate regional ody on the details
PRAA RNA CT°CF PO1E4aT of forest products seized.

M~AMTS TC L5 T PA

B/ PR mNEPTS PP ot No-arC 3/ Forest gﬁards and inspectors of forest product

movement shall, while on duty, have the
obligation to wear uniform and carry .
identification cards and show the same upon
request

Obligation to Notify and Incentives

1/ Any person shall have the obligation to notify,
any illegal transportation, processing or
possession of forest' products to the
appropriate body.

2/ . Informants and persons who seize illeg forest

products may be rewarded in accerdance
with directives to be issued by the Ministry
or the appropriate regional body

Powers and Duties of the Ministry

1/ The Ministry shall:

a) ensure the implementation of this
Proclamation and regulations and directives
issued here under by coordinating the
appropriate federal and regional bodies and

providing technical support to them;
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2/

b)

d)

follow up and monitor activities of forest
development, conservation and
utilization and, based on the information
generated, formulate new’ policy ideas
and update as necessary the existing
policy, strategy and law;

prepare forest technology packages that
allow proper utilization of indigenous
and foreign knowledge, practices and
technologies on forest development,
conservation and utilization and provide

technical. support to enhance the
knowledge and skills of forest
developers;

establish a continuous information

exchange network with the concerned

" federal and regional bodies on the

current forest status of the country;

. follow up current situations and provide
- technical support to the Regional States

in order to supply competitive forest
products to the world market in addition
to having met the domestic demand.

Notwithstanding the powers of each Regional
State to administer its forest resources in
accordance with Sub-Article (1) of Article 18
of this Proclamation, the Ministry may take

"over and administer a state forest in cases

where:

a) the forest could not be properly conserved

b)

and developed jointly by neighboring
Regional States,;

it is deemed necessary to administer the
forest by the Ministry upon the request
of the Regional State; or

it becomes necessary to administer the
forest by the Ministry because of its
national and international significance.
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18. Powers and Duties of Regional States

19.

20.

Each Regional State shall:

1/° Have the power to administer any state forest in the
region in accordance with this proclamation.

2/ Ensure that state forests administered by itself
as well as private forests and forestlands shall
be identified, demarcated and legally
recognized;

3/ Encourage forest development programs, which
involve the participation of farmers and semi-
pastoralists, and provide technical support;

4/ Provide technical supports to individuals,
investors, and governmental and non-
governmental organizations and business
organizations engaged in forest development;

.5/ Disseminate forest technology packages

among users, provide technical support, and
follow up their implementation;

6/ ,Regula'r,ly monitor and evaluate whether any
forest.developer that has been given land to-.
develop forest has put the land for the

intended purpose and that-it-has-implemented———— -

same in accordance with a forest

management plan,

7/ Set and implement rates of royalty for forest

products.
Forest Product movement permit

The list and quantity of forest products that require
forest product transportation permit shall be determined
by directives to be issued by the Ministry.

Penalty

. Unless otherwise the offence committed is
* punishable with greater penalty by the criminal
law, :

1/- - Except pursuant to this proclamation and
directives issued here in under, cuts trees or
removes, processes or uses in any way forest
products from a state forest shall be
punishable with not less than 1 year and not
exceeding 5 years imprisonment and with
fine Birr 10,000.
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21.

2/

Destroy, damages or falsify forest boundary
marks shall be punishable with not less than
1 year and not exceeding 5 years rigorous
imprisonment;

3/ Causes damages to a forest by setting fire or in

4

5/

6/

any other manner shall be punishable with
not less than 10 years and not exceeding 15
years rigorous imprisonment;

Settles or 'expands farmland in a forest area

-without permit or undertakes the construction

of any infrastructure in a forestland without
having the necessary permit shall be
punishable with not less than 2 years
imprisonment and with fine Birr 20,000;

Provides assistance in any form to those who
illegally cut forest trees or transport forest
products to hide or take away the forest
products shall be punishable with 5 years
imprisonment and with fine Birr 5,000;

Commits a fault that are not mentioned from Sub-
Article (1) to (5) here in above and for which
punishment is not imposed shall be punishable
with not less than 6 months and not exceeding 5

. years imprisonment and with fine Birr 30,000;

Speedy Trial

Ry

2/

3/

4/

In case of a flagrant offence committed in
violation of this proclamation the offender
shall be taken immediately to the nearest
police station and charged, and the Criminal
Procedure Code shall be applied.

Illegally obtained forest products, shall,
together with the vehicle or pack animal used

- to transport them, be taken to the police
_ station and registered as exhibit.

Updn completion of the process under Sub-

" Article (2) of this Article, the means of

transport shall be released and the forest
product shall stay seized until court decision
is given thereon.

Customs officers or policemen shall have the
power to seize and take measure in
accordance with this Article in areas where
inspectors are not assigned.
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23.

24.

5/ Courts shall organize special benches or
strengthen the regular ones to provide speedy
trial for charges brought under this
proclamation. :

Repeals and Savings
I/ The Forest Conservation, development and

Utilization Proclamation No. 94/1994 is-
hereby repealed.

2/ No law, regulation, directive or practice shall,
in so far as it is inconsistent with this
Proclamation, have effect on matters
provided for in this Proclamation. '

Issuance of Laws Regulations and Directives

Detailed regulations and directives required for

the proper implementation” of this Proclamation

may be issued by the Council of Ministers and the

Ministry, respectively.-

Effective Date

This Proclamation shall come into force up on
Publication in the Federal Negarit Gazeta.

Done at Addis Ababa, this 4™ day of September, 2007

GIRMA WOLDEGIORGIS

~ PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERAL

' DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA



