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PROCLAMATION NO.549/2007.

MARITIME SECTOR ADMINISTRATION
' PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, it is imperative to improve and expand
the maritime sector in an organized manner to provide
an ~enhanced and smooth service, considering the
crucial importance of existence of efficient maritime
sector for a country’s development and prosperity;

- WHEREAS, it is essential to use modern means and
techniques to administer dry ports , marine transport
multimodal transport services and regulate vessels and
marine transport and other maritime services, and to

*make use of inland water ways for transportation, and

WHEREAS, it is necessary to establish a
Government body reporting directly to Ministry of
Transport and Communication, which assumes
maritime-related duties currently carried out by various
Government ‘bodies to date; becomes responsible for
analyses and work out of maritime,related ,issues; and
is responsible for follow up and execution of
obligations and rights of our country under
international maritime conventions ;

NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with Article 55
(1) of Constitution of the Federal Democratic Republic
of Ethiopia, it is hereby proclaimed as follows;
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mPAA General
A " " ' " This Proclamation may be cited as “Maritime
. LR8C AP ~ . .
i,l:,é‘ Zgﬁ ;’/?56 ?;;,g?"'flfnc;- 2{::‘&‘ i?,i: A::E Sector  Administration  Proclamation  No.
‘ HAARImE A AT B 549/2007”
&/ 1ca% Definition

Unless the context provides .otherwise the
definition of words in this Proclamation is as
follows:

1/ “Minister” or “Ministry” shall mean the
Minister or Ministry of Transport and
Communication respectively.

2/ “Authority” shall mean the Maritime Affairs
Authority established in accordance with
Article 3 of this Proclamation.

3/ “Marine Transport Service” shall mean the
_carriage by sea of passengers, goods, or mail.

4/ “Port” shall mean any area designated by the-
law as a place where goods are loaded or
unloaded in which customs office is situated
and any  buildings, installations and

. equipment or adjacent to any sea or dry port
used for these-purpose.

5/ “port service” shall mean the berthing and un
berthing of vessels in a port, towage and pilot
age of vessels, loading and unloading of
goods on or from vessels; embarkation and

- disembarkation of passengers on or from
vessels, transport of goods within a port;
providing parking services for freight trucks,

- towing freight trucks, loading and unloading
of goods on such trucks etc in sea ports or
dry ports, fire fighting service, ship-
chandelling, ware-housing and other similar
services;

6/ “Seafarer” shall mean any person, including
masters and apprentices, employed or
~ assigned to work on board a vessel.
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z/ "ANMC FH ARTT" TIAT AT havC 7/ “Sea worthiness” shall mean the fitness in
NhwisI  NRmaT 0951 NTERT construction, stowage plans, provisions and
N EPE RS 724 VS PHav 07 manning. - '
+90C  A"ThSo?  PULTFA oo
MMA~ANr ALIT Yok
£/ "hoeC" CNT (0 AL Ao © 8/ “Vessel” shall mean kind of ship, boat,
PLONIN N9 YRYT  avChrll] watercraft or dhow used for marine transport.
EANT 2 0 L9 40P jo
B/ "fooAt PAA TETMITCE e 9/ “Multimodal Transport” shall mean the
M0t or (P PHEINTCT oA carriage of goods by at least two different
aww/t (L.e (At ChAfe modes of transport, on the basis of a
AN ALYET (Qaemed® (he P multimodal transport contract, from a place at
097 hh7e Ptody 03 +ihn which the goods are taken in charge by the
0933 AA A1C o-O0T “I0lh07 multimodal transport operator to another
Pav-@ i RECH PP ATINT T place designated for delivery, situated in a
A0A P92.0¢ ¢ TINT Yon different country.
nEA Uat  RartTwo
PaY4 - £.g° ,HLE A2~ A3 Maritime Affairs Authority
v £ aeRRIH- 3. Establishment:-
hiy a2F "aacaay" wetaa P Lad There is hereby established a Maritime Affaires
G- £TE3 LT FAL Q0N tmerE: Authority (hereinafter the “Authority”) as an
AT CHST av15F TLL0EC PP €h? autonomous public authority having its own
No-71 PAm- Pa Yot av ol e (LIPS judicia] personality.
(Y APE TR RN |
0. PT anjué,(’ - 4. Principal office:-
PO LI° HARL NA~ANNT PG av g The Authority shall have its principal office in
T ASO ANN T PCIAG avpmlp Addis Ababa and may establish branch offices
0ATF3 0995 Fa-9° 03 A LREP LTAAN elsewhere.
5. 94999 S. Objectives:-
QamAmy. 4409 7. . The purposes for which the Authority is |

established are as follows:-

1/ ensure that the transport operations and
movement of goods in import and export of
the country are economical; plan, coordinate
and enforce such operation; :

2/ reduce the transit time of import export of
goods, and coordinate the concerned
Government bodies to care for goods at port.
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seek ways and means for the promotion and
development of multimodal transport, marine
transport, in-land water transport and ensure
the availability of uninterrupted resource of
skilled man power in the maritime sector for
the Country .

4/ to implement obligations and rights of
. Ethiopia under international maritime
conventions.

6. Powers and Duties of the Authority

The Authority shall have all the powers and duties

ensure that the import and export process and
movement of goods is economical and
efficient; supervise, coordinate and render
timely solutions to problems arising in the
course of these operations;

. direct and coordinate efforts of the respective

Government bodies to minimize the transit time
of import and export goods; analyze and solve
problems arising from the use of sea ports and

negotiate on such matters;

ensure the availability of its own berth at sea
ports; develop the construction and expansion
of service of dry ports, develop skills in
negotiation of cost of transit, shipping of goods
and other freight services in the course of
import and export operation;

strive for the strengthening of the national
shipping carriers, supervising its activities,
issue license and supervise bodies and persons
engaged in sea and inland waterways
transportation services; -

‘regulate, the manufacture, possession, use, sale

and purchase of any vessel, license and control
seafarers, pilots and other persons working on
board a vessel;
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6/

7/

8/

inspect, license and regulate all dry port and
vessel services and facilities, the services at

- custom check points;

_issue license to persons desiring to engage in

multi modal transport business, renew such
license and supervise their operation;

regulate and supervise dry ports, freight
forwarders, ‘ship agents, and the operation of

- customs clearing, to issue detailed directives,

9/

coordinate their tasks, and
capacity;

improve their

negotiate, with the approval of the Ministry,
international maritime and transit services,
issues implementation regulations and follow
up their execution; "

10/ support the increased private organized participation

11/

~ for the services they render;

12/

13/

in the organized manner in the maritime service
sector, supervise the activities of associations
organized in the maritime sector, disseminate
properly analyzed trade information regarding the
maritime-sector to end users.

recommend tariffs to be charged at dry ports,
regulate the
conditions under which passengers, goods and
mail may be-transported in vessels;

conduct research and prepare plans and

. programs for dry ports and other projects

relating to maritime transport construction,
improve and maintain dry ports and other
facilities for the use in accordance with the
authorized programs ;

ensure the* availability of safe and adequate

‘marine transport and dry port services; require

the provision of necessary marine and surface

transport msurance,

14/ ‘maintain port and vessel records; register all

vessels and any rights relating thereto, issue

- registration marks to vessels; approve vessel

christening; inspect and issue seaworthiness
certificates; specify the type of services for.
which vessels are to be used; preserve and
regulate conditions as to the construction

“assignment, maintenance and repair of vessels;
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iz/ PAMC a@OhAT? oL a$ili) avdm 15/ designate and specify prohibited, danger and
mCI haaeT ho2aevahdTFao- Pao})rt restricted areas for marine transport in inland
a8 f WAT IC NavtNC AIC 00T waterways. in  cooperation with other
ar “lavan “T 9'**;:‘\7'“‘1 ‘:\”gﬁ' 0L concerned governmental agencies;
A0 0J 2+ aPnAAT “1VoP1

1/ e horC Lmd 0L 10hC AL ¥6/ conduct and coordinate search and rescue
hTAA )\,e;,o 1L200T L1 ?q:‘fz‘\p L ¢o94 operations for any vessel; investigate vessel
Zgz??gi?cﬂ ho;f,;} aur;-’)‘(l:(znc"z ?2:2 accidents and prepare and issue accident
PCaL (7°CT RHIEE oM 1 reports; |

o ] 17/ cause the establishment of .marine transport

12/ ?4:]?(?;.(;: T“,é;‘?]g(?_ CL :;'P a.’a;‘::r'(:.aua'zmsg institution vessel construction, maintenance
eC % -f-"'f-(I 7'\.’ LU AT AhaOC and repair centers and other facilities related
}ﬂ AT PULod NEAT AI82Rav- to vessel operations; inspect and determine
Mo r9] LLET@F avavCavCs a3 their standards and award" certificates of
Pt ML 01w, eIPANC Wl T PAmT qualification;

i/ QaA7ANr oL NAA o0-OPF AT20-7° ,
ARG T ATLPOChda  TISTF 9o 18/ collect fe_es, .rents and other char‘ges payable
AANCET 0T PII hef oL for navigation and port services; to be
AA NG NTHIANSG  ADS9 A" submitted by the Ministry of finance and
9 06C A A’LL0TCT 9°hC 0T approved by the Council of Ministers.
177 LAl KO L4 TI0h8. Az :

Tii/ (HY APE aow/l 7t 7 9.om- LI0NF7 19// preparﬂei and submit to the Ministry, draft
ATTNL.09° P99 PN b avavs : DireqtiveS'necessgry for the impl.emen.tation
PFF AHIPPE A%LLOES PTIPLNT of this Proclamation and'Re.gulatlons issued
PPt 77N o3 avavi PP ur}der' this. Proclamation; ma!(e such
8¢ PMapAhFEo U NIAR Directives known to concerned parties;
AT2. L@kt 1L Lo

,. ) 7 . 20/ enter into “contracts, sue and be sued and

a/ @A :;f"’)ﬂf'l'; ﬂ;’oh('mﬁ;‘ AN submit disputes to arbitration; buy, sell, own
2525’2,":} 2;’\?“’;\0";‘?’& '}3"“{: ;;? or lease any kind of property as its activities

ar - o
, require;
Lt aMtI @it AT 1
avP}i avpl-P+ 0 LI° MNP I
nEA £ot Part Three
ALLBEAFST hOTARC Organization and Management
4. PAA/AME ART:-

b/

g/

QA2 AN NLL0TS AP LT T MmPAL
Y04 PILNIC AL PSS RLLhCS
AR LLATS tmé PPT AT Phtd PS
SLLNTC LTI AT

AN 2ANE Amiar RNLAYL Wt TF
LG ¢TI ‘

7. Organization

1/ The Authority shall have a Director General
and a Deputy Director General accountable
to him, both appointed by the Prime minister
on the recommendation of the Minister.

2/ Th‘é ‘Authority shall have the necessary staff.
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7 effect payment

Director General of the Authority

The Director General shall be the Chief Executive
of the Authorlty and shall in particular, carry out
the following powers and duties:

1/ prepare and issue directives, information and
other related matters within the legal scope of
the Authority;

2/ prepare and submit to the Minister plans and
programs as well as detailed annual budgets;
and implement same where approved ;

3/ submit regular reports and proposals to the
Minister on matters relating to national or
international marine transport;

4/ ¢ollect regularly, information and statistics
relating to marine transport;

5/ select and recommend to the Minister for

appointment of officials of the Authority who
are directly accountable to him

6/ employ, promote, transfer, administer or
dismiss personnel allowances in accordance
with the Civil Service law in force;

in accordance with the
approved annual budget and work program of
the Authority;

8/ submit to the Minister audited quarterly
financial and operational reports, as well as
annual audited financial and comprehenswe
‘operational reports.

9/ The Director General may delegate part of
his functions and powers to the employees of
the Authority to the extent necessary for the
efficient operations of the Authority;

10/ represent the Authority in person or through
his attorney where it sues or sued;
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b/ PhavC avav £S5 NG LhEAA:

10. Deputy Director General:-

~ He-shall assist the Director General carry out all
~ powers and-dutiesin bsence.
‘ A mf&\i

Part Fore R
Miscellaneous Provision

10. Source of Fund

The fund of thé Authority shall consist of:
1/ budget allocated by the Government;

2/ annual fees, service fees, registrations fees
proceeds obtained from rents or sales of

property;

3/ financial donations and income earned form
services it renders. :

11. Budget and Budget year

The Ministry of Finance and Economic
Development shall prepare and submit the budget"

- of the Authority to the Council of Ministers for
Approval.

12. Auditors

The books of Account and all the financial affairs
of the Authority shall be audited annually by the
Auditor General or other auditors assigned by
him. ’

13. Tax Exemption

1/ Any income that accrues to the Ethiopian
Shipping Lines due to its ownership of
- vessels engaged in international . marine
transport servicgs. is exempt from any tax.
However,. any vessel registered by the
Authority shall pay to it:
a). -Annual charges levied by the Authority:

b). Service fees: and

c). Vessel registration fees
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g/ TLMZTCTT ArEmC oM APE
®PC OFTL/T0FL .

RIP& 4 100 AIPR & LA
JU-ch/ K780 THLPA::

v/

14,

15.

16.

2/ Employment income accruing to seafarers
engaged on board seagoing regular marine
transport -service vessel registered by the
Authority shall be exempt from taxes.

Prohibition

No person shall operate multi- modal or marine
transport service or purchase, sell, import, export
'or use a marine transport service vessel, or be
engaged as a seafarer on board any marine
transport vessel unless he hus obtained an
authorization granted by the Authority.

Small Vessels

The Minister, by Directives, may waive the
application in whole  or in part of this
proclamation to small vessels.

Appeal and Penalty

a) . The Minister shall render the final
decision on complaints submitted to it
by investors on matters related to the
issuance of license and supervision of
their activities in the sector.

b)  Any person who violates the provisions
of this Proclamation and Regulation
issued hereunder shall be punishable
in accordance with the Penal Code.

17. Amendment and Repeal

1/ The powers and Duties given to the Ministry
of Trade and Industry related to ports under
the Definition of powers and duties of the
Executive Organs of the Federal Democratic
Republic of Ethiopia Proclamation No
471/2005 Article 15 is hereby repealed and
given to the Authority

2/ with respect to Transport Proclamation no.
- 468/2005

a Article 7 Sub-Article 5 (a) trough (c) ;and
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A/ ORIPE AF 00 RPC [/ OC
OMeE D Otavaht ATEINTCF
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. 710§ avavs f NATI@-M) -

LU APE 09990 ATINLAT:-

v/ PeLn0tCT PhC L AhdA1
TP £70F A.LOM LTFAA:

A/ “LLoES ANdAL PURT avanC

£OF ALOM LTAA:

APE i“’lﬂﬁ‘ at+ 14

LY APE (4. L.4A0 1261 UM P
hom(t +73 E9°C £05 LUTA:

AL0 KON tchy F8 P77 T8E1E 9.9°

2C7 oALLECLN

PATPXE 4Bl AR ATRENLT
STAAR TEHATT

b/ Powers given to the transport authority on
matters related to seafarers under Article
23 (1), are all hereby repealed

18. Regulations +  Mirectives
For the per implementation of this

Proclamation

a. The council of Ministers may issue the
necessary regulation;

b. The Ministry may issue the necessary
Directives

19. Effective Date

This Proclamation shall come into force up on
Publication in the Federal Negarit Gazeta.

Done at Addis Ababa, this 4™ day of September, 2007

GIRMA WOLDEGIORGIS

PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERAL
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA



