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PROCLAMATION NO. 573/2008

POLITICAL PARTIES REGISTRATION
PROCLAMATION

Whereas, it is necessary to regulate by law the
conditions by which citizens using their freedom of
association in accordance with the Constitution for
participating in peaceful and lawful political activities
to assume political power;

Whereas, it is necessary, to provide the right and
duty of citizens when forming political parties and
acting as members of political parties, and also by
providing basic principles to be followed by political
parties to enable the political parties to act upon having
legal personality;

Whereas, it is necessary to provide the manner by
which political parties able to act by forming union or
front or coalition;

Now, therefore, in accordance with Article - 55(1)
of the Constitution of the Federal Democratic Republic
of Ethiopia, it is hereby proclaimed as follows:

PART ONE
GENERAL PROVISIONS

1. Short Title

This Proclamation may be cited as “The Revised
Political Parties Registration Proclamation No.
573/2008.”
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2. Definitions

Unless the context requires otherwise, in this
Proclamation:
National

1) “Board” means the

Election Board;

Ethiopian

2) *“Political Party” or “Political Organization”
means a social institution registered in
accordance with this Proclamation organizing
underwhich part of the society and having its
own political program reflecting its own belief
and purpose with a view to hold political power
by participating in national or regional political
activities in a democratic way;

3) *“Constitution” means the Constitution of the
Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia;

4) “Commercial and Industrial Activities” means
an activity taking place for the purpose of profit

making and includes production, service
rendering and distribution;
5) “Regional State” means a regional state

established by Article 47 of the Constitution of
the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia
and includes for the purpose of this
Proclamation Addis Ababa and Dire Dawa
administrations;

6) “Resident” means a person residing regularly
in a place as provided in the 1960 Ethiopian
Civil Code.

7) *“Political Party Leaders” means members of
the executive of a political party or political
leaders at similar level of authority;

8) “Union” means a political party established as
a result of a union effected between two or
more parties registered in accordance with the
appropriate law;
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9) “Front” means an organization formed by two
or more political parties, with out prejudicing
each constituent party individual legal
existence, decided to have a common name,
political program and by law;

10) “Coalition” means when two or more political
parties for temporary objective decided to act
jointly and received temporary certificate for
being coalition with each constituent party
individual legal existence;

11) “Substitution” means that by which a political
party changes its name and program and after
presenting to the Board a new program and
name with other necessary information is
registered and act as a new political party;

12) “Auditor of Political Party” means a person,
having a certified professional competency,
designated by a political party as auditor
without any relation of whatever to the
designating party;

13) “Person” means a natural or juridical person;

Scope of Application

This Proclamation shall be applicable all over
Ethiopia.

PART TWO
FORMATION, REGISTRATION AND
DOCUMENTS OF POLITICAL PARITES

CHAPTER ONE
FORMATION OF POLITICAL PARTY

Political Party Formation

1) Without prejudice to Article 58 of this
Proclamation, every Ethiopian shall have the
right to form a political party or to be a
member of a political party.

2) Without prejudice to Article 58 of this
Proclamation, any Ethiopian aged 18 or above
shall have the right to membership, in
accordance with this Proclamation, of
country-wide or regional political party .
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5.

Formation of a Country — Wide Political Party

1) A political party shall be formed as country-
wide political party where:

2)

3)

a)

b)

d)

it has at least 1,500 founding members:

at least forty percent (40%) of its
founding members are residents of the
same regional state;

its remaining founding members are
residents of at least four of the Ethiopia
regional states; and

the number of members registered as
founders in each region as laid down in
paragraph (c) of this sub - article
constitutes at least fifteen percent (15%)
of the total founding members.

The founding members provided under sub
article (1) of this Article shall have to be
eligible to vote and their consent to be
members of the political party shall be
expressed by their signature.

The document signed by the founding
members in accordance with the proceeding
sub article (2) shall be a document open to
public.

Formation of a Regional Political Party

1) A political party shall be formed as a regional
political party where:

2)

3)

a)
b)

it has at least 750 founding members;

more than sixty percent (60%) of the
founding members are residents of the
same regional state.

The founding members provided under sub —
article 1 of this Article shall have to be
eligible to vote and their consent to be
members of the political party shall be
expressed by their signature.

The document signed by the founding
members in accordance with the preceding
sub—article (2) shall be a document open to
public.
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CHAPTER TWO

REGISTRATION OF POLITICAL PARTY

1)

2)

Reqgistration

A political party shall have to operate in
Ethiopia only up on registration by the Board
and upon receipt of a certificate of legal
personality in  accordance with this
Proclamation.

A political party that received legal
personality in accordance with sub article (1)
of this Article shall be capable to enter in to
contractual relations with third parties in its
own name, sue and be sued, own or possess
property, exchange or sale property or transfer
property in any other way, or perform any
other legal activities following its purpose. In
addition it shall have responsibility to comply
with its obligation.

8. Application of Registration

1)

2)

Application for registration of a political party
shall be signed by the party leader and
submitted to the Board.

The application submitted in accordance with
sub-article (1) of this Article shall be
accompanied by the following documents:

a) the memorandum of association of the
party in accordance with Article 13 of
this Proclamation;

b) the political programme of the party in
accordance with Article 14 of this
Proclamation;

c) the by - laws of the party in accordance
with Article 15 of this Proclamation;

d) the names and addresses of the party
leaders including the consents of the
leaders to act as leaders expressed by
their signature in the document;

e) the document signed by founding
members and opened to public,

f) the document showing the political party
leaders are elected by the general
assembly;
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a/  eZath 7CLtor h4-1C n9°7 g) the document containing the name and
AL ARG MASACTT A7A address of the political party auditor and
14 1010 012.C90- 91, the signature of the auditor expressing
27m AL his consent to serve as auditor.
i/ hag 0700 RIbo €/ LN 3) Each documents provided under the preceding
- A1 2T NALI8 T8 7‘9‘,"“,7_ PE hoon sub article (2) shall be accompanied by five
! " g} copies and submitted together with the
Z‘:\n:{zmh?:m‘ AC ToRN ARl application for registration.
B 4) A party requesting for registration by
o/ PPN FeE “JavAnF Pl 070 application shall pay:
L Gk
v/ PPN CAIANNT NG P AT a) registration fee, and
a/ NP LHo A“LLLE Pavwl 3P b) fee for revision of basic documents made
A72°T "7940 ¢ e e from time to time.
LNFAA::

z/  hAg 700 RrPa /o) Ju/ LY 5) Payment made in accordance with sub article
o7 hee ehiant are h9ena (4) (a) of this Article ascertained in a
NPEe MavpAnNF - IC AhLLH TP document shall be submitted together with the
4l LFCNI A application for registration.

. , S0 6) The amount payable under sub article (4) of

& hAg (00 h.}(m /9/ ¢T&IM@- ¢h this Article shall be determined by the Board.
P aom’y (INC S LwATA::

%/ m:'” ?‘? o avw i prariil 770 7) The documents of the political party registered
T TCE Q18T AL NG U in accordance with this proclamation shall be
AT open to the public.

8. P0CK. ALt Responsibilities of the Board

&/ (Y APE avwlq e7°ath T CLP 1) The registration of political parties in
7 Cavav i1l 220N POCS- Tz accordance with this Proclamation shall be the

authority of the Board.

g  O7ath TCErT aevan TeenhF
AL AMA AL 1 PoP Pam: 175 0 9° 2) In order to enable persons having opposition to
Ao TPoP TIPLN AITLTA ONCS- present such opposition against a political party
PINI0  TPavpAnF o Pl (1A PP requesting for registration, the Board shall notify
Qa3 0de AU LIADA:: the public as to submission of the application for

registration.

£/ Wr0-0 Wibo &) avwld dFo-d 3) Any person having opposition pursuant to sub
£aw- nax "'I('l;"(D‘E.f’m-yﬂ(D":)Pﬂ,l,Q +3 article (2) of this Article shall present such
@-0P +Fo-PoT AOCS. TP LT opposition to the Board with in 14 days from the
COFA= ACS OHY L 00T Ahav date of notification to the public. Within such
ANE 4.2 hCATPIC: period the Board shall not issue permission to the

applicant for registration.

a/ 0CS  A9°NM0  And.Al PP+ PP .
dEDPTF RISPCNANT AU (HY 4) The Board may require necessary and relevant

APE avw /i (19849 R PadPa 0917
Fo-9° e 0-Lh TCL avlE @e9® T
&8P AMmPBP LTAA

information for registration including explanation
and information from any political party for
activities carry out pursuant to this Proclamation.



1% OAETIE

Wl 14T DM ke EE ovndl9” 16 +7 €0s 9.9° Federal Negarit Gazeta No. .62

24™ September, 2008 .... page 4288

&/

z/

NCS (Y APE Ridtd I avw/ |
POLPCANATT T ANT G A0S N1 AT
TN (avavCar  A725E  (IHY
APe Ntevanto aow/lAA T
AS FhhaE oorsT o7 0 Cho-
Va0 211G LUT APE PUeh
CS eoLeannc ooty 07T
A7T%09° eath e PS
AméA T Navp(7 1 P9RHIN
oA F o7 0-1-P0a 00T oC LI
o-0P PINNNe7 ECT0 T AhnGPH
PhIP Ao T P9RANC
ol P AAPANE LOAMPA::

NCS hAL 700 A7PX 7] avw ot
-hav M7 77 0E TG A0 S
M7o-  POHD7  a15F AL
LAaA@ P\

ncsS. aAe 200 Az /7 (-dav
ma- L o0P 9°40 hAam PPN
SaopnF ePLNo7 P77 0B TGk
Y V2  aowlt  R7Lavl -
LHmé-A:

0C8. e9°N10 “QavAnF o7 Lot
Ao P70 TCo- 7194 AN
177 40774 avdl-A: aPr LV7r NG
PTT ATLLTA NAVFE AhaPADT:
LAD-PPA:

ncs. ¢7°a-th 7Cha- PPLNo7 P9°
N0 “QavpnF o-&P PRUND- RTL
U LUTE 9°07.01 AAGOANTE (1009
LAaA@ P\

hae (1700 R0 /i) avwlq (CS-
Namo- oAz PC P1TAT AhA FS¢
Nov-a: h&lam- +77 LI°C Nig P77
NP AlEdor 0dLl-A TS
GCL LT PN LAAA: AlED
PriNm A ANY HS8 hE.909°
V2P Aot A7%0o- TSPE (1T0°C
Tt av-88.6¢ L0 AavCm (19°N
1M TQavpnnFo- AL LCT ePLlNo-
eI C Lo avd LT CLo- V.IP ohdA
A18UT LPmé-A::

(Y APE RiPA 1€ 70-0 RIPA /€/
aw/ - (1770t TCL PPLNATT
AL 1RGP avCIC av (1A hhav
0077 NG +5T 00T AT CLo-
PLA@- P A\

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

10)

11)

The Board upon receiving the application and
documents enclosed therewith submitted to it
in accordance with Article 8 of this
Proclamation shall examine the documents as
are required under this Proclamation that the
documents are complete and accurate, that the
party respects and cause the respection of the
Constitution and this Proclamation, and
observing the political party’s head office,
shall process the formalities of registration
and issue to the applicant a certificate of legal
personality within three month from the date it
received the application.

The Board shall notify to the public, by
appropriate mass media, the political party
registered pursuant to sub article (5) of this
Article.

Where the Board gives no answer with in the
period provided under sub article (5) of this
Article, the Board shall be deemed to register
the applicant political party in accordance
with the provisions of this Proclamation.

Where the Board rejects the application
because of the unfulfilment of certain
conditions by the political party, the Board
shall inform the applicant with a written
notice to fulfill those conditions within thirty
days.

Where the Board rejects the application for
registration by the political party, the Board
shall inform its refusal by a written notice.

Where a body finds the decisions of the Board
in accordance with sub article (9) of this
Article unacceptable, it may petition to the
Federal High Court within 14 days it received
the notice of such refusal; the body which has
petitioned shall be deemed to have legal
personality for such purpose and the official
elected in accordance with the by-laws of the
party and signed on the application for
registration shall be deemed the lawful
representative of the party.

The Board after examining the amended
document submitted to it by a political party
in accordance with Article 12(2)of this
Proclamation shall notify its acceptance or
refusal to the party with in 30 days.
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10.

12) Where the Board, upon examination in
accordance with sub article (11) of this
Article, finds the amended document
acceptable it shall publicize the acceptance.

13) Where the Board rejects the amendment, it
shall order the applicant party to take
necessary corrections and where appropriate,
the Board may take measures in accordance
with this Proclamation.
14) The Board shall follow up the activity of
political parties and record the resulting
information.
15) The Board shall, in accordance with the
provisions of Part Five of this Proclamation,
follow up and oversight the income source,
expenditure list and property of a political
party; where illegal acts are found the Board
shall take the necessary measures.

16) The Board shall present annual and regular report

to the House of Peoples’ Representatives of the

Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia on:

a) grants of government, in accordance
with Article 50 of this Proclamation, to
political parties and lists of utilization of
such grants; and

b) overall activity of political parties.

17) The Board upon receiving the audit report
provided under Article 47 of this Proclamation
shall make official to the public; and where it
deems necessary it may order inspection.

Political Party Barred from Registration

A group or body which pursue any of the
following objectives or acts shall not be registered
as political party:

1) aims to foment conflict and war by preaching
hatred and enmity among nations, nationalities
and peoples on the basis of differences in race,
religion and the like, in violation of the
Constitution of the Federal Democratic
Republic of Ethiopia;
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g/ eZath 24707 OFPP ATIC-avg: 2) organized to advance its political objectives by
6 X2 force of arms;
i/ a5 LA Ph ANT 3) aims to take over political power by overthro-
AaP CH G499 KReC P PHT wing the government by armed force;
8/  Par VIC BT AMA PO 4) having members of foreign nationals;
7 akh &CRrT
. 5) formed for the purpose of pursuing unlawful
' .
&/ _';’;me’_';;’;]? 2:_7 e erRRee ¢7°0 activities; and
. 6) formed to break down the Constitutional order
i 01 @ ACwET W1eT v by way of illegal means.
1L AT1940 PHavw ot
i, O7ath TCEyT aovoonil aA"1LTA | 11. Organization or Association Bared from
£CPFT @£9° “WNC Registration as Political Party
PoLhtAT L CEAT @89 M0+ (Y The following organizations or associations may
APPE oow/ - (17°ABh TCEY T AaviN- not be registered as political parties under this
hALTa9°7 Proclamation:
3/ 3L i 0LI° 05T dilldC hT 0L 1) associations or organizations formed for the
B A00 QF@- AXNT W avw bt purpose of carrying on commercial and industrial
PINEG RIANTE NE2TT ATTG o7 activities pursuant to the Commercial Code or the
Pl Lav TYHNET 0LI° O CEATT Civil Code or other relevant laws;
€/ 9A"Fm- TCS  ATIUTT PAUY 2) associations or organizations formed for non
) 0L AN h.?:‘d«'?-'t- 190G Pl-dbav- profit making or for welfare purposes;
NeneT @LI° LCoATT
. - . 3) communal associations, trade unions and
£/ eAnd Pl Aq pav-g professional associations;
b 2 Y| Pt
4) mutual help associations;
0/  PavlSE MUn(iTT
5) religious organizations;
&/ eYeTIT LCEATT
z/ 0L CqT Ok PavdAdn T4 P 6) social formations such as idir, equb, and the
R T like.
I) LG DT CHAPTER THREE
OA ZAth TGt A &TF DOCUMENTS OF POLITICAL PARTIES
12. Document of Political Party

T
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av/ NG N4 UG P,

A 27

1) A political party shall have the following
basic documents:

a) memorandum of association,

b) political programme,

c) by - laws,

d) documents related to ownership,
property and revenue and
expenditure.
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Party

1) Individuals who desire to establish a political
party must have a memorandum of association
inwhich they declare the establishment of the
type of political party they want to organize.

2) A memorandum of association shall include
the following particulars:

a) the name (designation) of the party in
whole and in abbreviation;

b) the emblem of the party;

c) the objectives of the party;

d) the source of income of the party;

e) the day and year of establishment of the
party;

f) the addresses of the head office and
branch offices of the party;

g) the procedures of issuing the by — laws
and programme of the party.

3) The memorandum of association of a political
party shall have to be signed by the founding
members.

14. Programme of Political Party

1) Every political party must have a programme
inwhich the political aims it pursues as its
objectives are formulated.

2) The programme of political party shall be a
directive of action which:

a) describes the objectives for which it is
formed; and

b) specifies the tactics it
achieving its objectives.

adopts  for

15. By - Laws of Political Party

1) Every political party must have its own by
laws. Such by — laws shall include the
following particulars:

a) conditions for admission of members;

b) details of the rights and duties of member;

c) details of the various organs of the party and
description of their respective functions;

d) the manner of participation of members
in the activities of the party;
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between every member of the political
party.

2) Any by — laws of a political party shall not
have the effect of abridging the rights of a
member of the political party guaranteed to
him or releasing him from duties imposed up
on him as a citizen.

3) By - laws of every political party shall be

drawn consistently with the provisions of

Article 16 and from Article 27 to Article 31

of this Proclamation.

PART THREE
RIGHT AND DUTY OF POLITICAL PARTY
AND MEMBERS

CHAPTER - ONE
RIGHT OF POLITICAL PARTY

16. Independence of a Political Party in Respect of

Its Owen Affairs

Every political party:

1) shall determine in its by — laws the procedures
of adopting and amending its political
programme and by — laws as well as holding
meetings;

2) may have leading organs of the political party

to direct, decide on and implement its political

activities to be determined inaccordance with
its by — laws.

17. Establishing Branch Offices

Every political party may establish branch offices
anywhere within the country for the purpose of
carrying out its political activities.
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18. Exemption From Income Tax

1) Any political party shall not be liable to pay
any kind of income tax on income collected
from its members and supporters.

2) No political party shall collect and transfer to
the government income tax payable
inaccordance with the law in respect of the
salaries of its employees.

CHAPTER TWO
OBLIGATION OF POILITICAL PARTY

19. Duty to Submit Report

1) A political party registered in accordance with
this Proclamation shall:

a) submit a document showing the required
number of members under this Proclamation
are complied, where the Board asks;

b) notify the Board before 30 days of the
convening of the meeting to present there
with, where parties need to form between
them front, or union or coalition;

¢) submit a written report annually or whenever
the Board requires signed by the political
leader as to the property and debts of the
party certified by auditor;

d) the report provided under sub — article
1(c) of this Article shall include the
source of income and property of the
political party.

2) The Board shall give a one month period for a
political party that does not comply with the
obligations under sub article (1) of this Article to
fulfill such conditions with in such period, thenafter
the Board may take necessary measures pursuant to
Article 39 of this Proclamation.

3) Where a political party or a leader of political
party informed in writing to the Board as to
the property and debt inaccordance with this
Article has been found untrue, without
prejudice to the provisions of Article 39 of
this Proclamation it shall be liable under the
appropriate provisions of the Penal Law.
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20.

21.

22.

office in accordance with Article- 17 of this
Proclamation shall notify in writing to the
Board as to the address and leaders or
representatives of the office.

Duty to Provide Information

1)

2)

Every political party is under obligation to
give a written information certified by a
document when the Board requires such
informations as are provided under this
Proclamation.

Where a political party required to give information
pursuant to sub article (1) of this Article is
unwilling to provide such information or gives
intentionally untrue information, in addition to the
measures of the Board under Article 39(1) (d) of
this Proclamation the party shall be liable under the
appropriate law.

Notification of Leading Members

1)

2)

Every political party shall notify immediately
to the Board when it elects new leading
members.

When leading members of a political party
vacate on various reasons and such number is
below 50%-+1, the party shall elect in their
place another members with in 30 days. The
party shall immediately inform the same to
the Board in witting.

Keeping Documents of Political Parties

1)

2)

Every political party shall have the duty to
keep properly the matters provided under
Chapter Two of Part Five of this Proclamation
such as, books of account, certificates of
donation, documents evidencing ownership
and other similar documents.

Notwithstanding the provision of sub article
(1) of this Article, based on the reasons of lack
of space and manpower, books of accounts
aged over 10 years may be disposed.
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3) Without prejudice to sub article (1) and (2) of
this Article, every political party shall keep
other documents properly.

23. Auditor of Political Party

24.

25

26

1) Every political party shall appoint external
auditor whose professional competency
approved by the legally appropriate body.

2) The appointment of the political party auditor,
provided in sub — article 1 of this Article,
shall be concluded inaccordance with the by
laws of the party.

3) The auditor appointed in accordance with this
Article shall prove his acceptance of the
appointment by his signature.

4) The leader of the political party shall notify
the Board with in 30 days as to the
appointment of new auditor whenever based
up on various reasons the auditor leaves his
office and replaced by a new one.

Right of Political Party Auditor

The auditor appointed by a political party shall
have the right to find and examine at any time any
document related with the assets and properties of
the political party.

A Person Incapable of Appointment as Political
Party Auditor

Whosoever served or serving a political party as
lawyer, employee, board member, or whosoever
in any manner relates with the appointing political
party, might not be appointed as the political
party auditor.

Organization of Work of Appointed Auditor of
Political Part

1) The auditor appointed by a political party and also
his professional employees engaged at tasks
provided by him shall perform their respective
work ethically, honestly and neutrally.

2) The audit report of the auditor appointed by a
political party shall be made in writing and be
submitted to the political party leaders.
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3) The audit report to be submitted by a political
party shall be attached with the certificate of
professional competency of the auditor.

27. Designation and Emblem of Political Party

1) The designation of any political party shall be
the sole designation of the party and shall not
be similar to or create confusion with the
designation of another political party or
commercial and industrial organization or
social institution or individual.

2) The emblem and flag of the party shall not have to:

a) be similar with the emblems and flags of
other political parties;

b) create hatred and conflict among nation,
nationalities, race, religion;

c) convey messages of war and other
unlawful activities;

d) be similar with the flag or emblem of
Ethiopia or with those of the various
international organizations or with the
symbols of religion organizations;

e) be against ethics or public morality or
other similar public interests.

CHAPTER THREE
RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS OF MEMBERS
OF APOLITICAL PARTY

28. Right of Participation

Any member of a political party shall have, in
accordance with the by laws of the party, the
right to participate in the meetings of the party, to
express freely his views and comments, to vote
and to elect or to be elected.

29 Membership Dues

A member of a political party may pay
membership dues periodically to the political
party inaccordance with the by-laws or decisions
of the political party.
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30. Expulsion from Membership

1) A member of a political party may be expelled
from membership to be determined in
accordance with the by laws of the political

party.

2) Where a member is expelled from party
membership contrary to the by laws of the
party, the member may file a petition at the
Federal High Court with in three months from
the date of the notification of such decision of
expulsion.

31. Membership

1) Any political party shall have members
including the founders and members admitted
after the formation of the party.

2) Membership of a political party may not be
devolved by succession or by any other
manner to another person, and shall be limited
to the member in person.

3) A member of a political party may at any time
withdraw from his membership.

4) The by — laws of a political party may not
contradict the provisions of this Chapter.

PART FOUR
UNION, FRONT, COALITION, SUBSTITUTION
AND CACELLATION OF POLITICAL PARTIES

CHAPTER - ONE
UNION, FRONT, COALITION AND
SUBSTITUTION OF POLITICAL PARTIES

32. Union of Political Parties

1) Two or more political parties registered in
accordance with this Proclamation may unite
and form a political party.

2) Political parties wished to unite pursuant to sub
article (1) of this Article shall submit their
proposition in writing to the Board 30 days before
the issuance of time schedule for local or general
election; as a result the registration shall be effected
in accordance with the provisions of this
Proclamation.

3) The application for union shall consist the
following:
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a) a decision expressing acceptance of the
union by the assembly of each
constituent parties of the union; and

b) the new designation resulted by the
union of the poitical parties, and the
documents listed under Article 8 of this
Proclamation.

4) If the Board accepts, in accordance with this
Proclamation, the application for union, then
the Board shall:

a) cancel and register, in accordance with this
Proclamation, the registration certificate of
each constituent political parties of the union
and the new party respectively;

b) order the transfer of each political
party’s property, money and other
necessary documents to the party created
by the union with in 6 months.

5) The political party created by the union shall
fulfill the requirements of Article 5 or Article
6 of this Proclamation conditionally.

6) A political party charged with crime may not
unite before its criminal charge come to an
end.

33. Effects Resulted by Union of Political Parties

1) Without prejudice to Article 32(4) of this
Proclamation, the new political party resulted
from union:

a) shall be successor of the political parties
constituted the union;

b) rights and duties of the political parties
constituted the union shall be transferred to
it;

c) shall submit report on the past financial

activity of the political parties
constituted the union, where asked by
the Board,;

d) shall execute or cause the execution of
decision or right or disputes of civil or
administrative body pending at court
previously concerned with each or either
constituent political parties of the union.



T 7]

Wl 14T DM ke EE ovndl9” 16 +7 €0s 9.9° Federal Negarit Gazeta No. .62

24™ September, 2008 .... page 4299

)

]

5

<

€/

Po-vL-1: o-m-A VS (Y APe: aow/
gtav HMo- A4S0 P7°ah TG
O-tovpl (12 oC 2B 00T oV
LOTT07 U NS A% PULeAL
LA 7°C1 (Y APP RIPA G0 AG
% aow o ANC S TP AdNT::

T70C Ao mC

8/

o/

b))l
~

8/

PLAT @ TEAEI°T av-+8L86° L7 AT
ANAT PAT@- AT @f9° hil.f NAL PP
e ah TCEPT PI¢ 1INC vemC
LN

270C  AEMC  POLPCN o AT
eoLn-aT7 T AaA-E

U/ Af7r%1% TGt 771047 9°0d3-
CtPa a7 CUUIAG  CHOh
oA AT

A/ 0% PG Lo N9° AG LY APE:
ArPo & CEHLHSG A 2T

hae N300 A7rdo 8/ avwlA 0C
AemC P40 P 0Lh TCHPOT
PeEOT7 ANCS OU& PPCAAT
Ay APeE (LY 1Mo avw/l-9°
N0 (10C S LE.0T1A::

NCSH V7 aowlet PC PPl o)
TeE C-HPNam- WPz

ANA  LCET P9°NI0
olP T ALALH ADT04-
eIeNncC ol

v/ 277104
PINNC
A eI° 10
LAMPAT

PALTETS P04 AOA L CEAT
LT V0TS 04T ArTmd
s 704 L0 0NTS TN
LLLPA::

o/

270C  PS  ¢taevadd erath TGk
ATV PHVT APE WrPR & oL9°
ATPA G aoNLCo P14 AT

. Az ath 7Ct oS

Y APE avw/l ¢-1Tavlllt ol L9
hne nag evr e ath 7CEPTF atony
L A ot 5T 1éf 145 E1a-
ATV NVIC AdPG 0LI° NNAAN L8
A7PAPA LTAN:

2)

The new political party resulted from the union and
registered in accordance with this Proclamation
shall submit to the Board within 6 months of its
registration a financial report according to Article
54 and 56 of this Proclamation showing the asset,
property and debt bring about by the union.

34. Formation of Front

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Two or more political parties having their own
program, by — laws and members may form a
common front.

The application for formation of front shall
consist the following:

a) a decision expressing acceptance of the
front formation by the assembly of each
constituent parties of the front; and

b) the designation of the front, and the
documents listed under Article 8 of this
Proclamation.

Political parties wished to form a front pursuant to
sub article (1) of this Article shall submit their
proposition in writing to the Board; as a result the
registration shall be effected in accordance with the
provisions of this Proclamation by the Board.

If the Board accepts, in accordance with this
Proclamation, the application for the
formation of front:

a) without canceling the certificate of
registration of member parties of the
front, the Board shall give another
certificate of registration to the front;

b) without prejudice to the assets and
properties of each constituent political
parties of the front, the front shall have its
own asset and property.

The political party formed as front shall fulfill
the requirements of Article 5 or 6 of this
Proclamation conditionaly.

35. Coalition of Political Parties

1

Two or more political parties registered in
accordance with this Proclamation may, for a
limited period and specified objectives, form
coalition to act at country- wide or regional level up
on condition.
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2) Political parties wished to act by forming
coalition shall submit to the Board a written
application attached with a document
expressing the agreement of each political
party respective higher leader. Where the
Board accepts the application, it may give
temporary certificate.

3) Political parties wished to form coalition shall
submit to the Board a document consisting the
points of agreement concerning their common
activity.

4) Notwithstanding the provision of this Article,
each political party of the coalition shall
continue to exist with its legal personality.

. Substitution of Political Party

1) Any political party may be registered as a new
political party by changing its name and
program up on the decision of the party
assembly.

2) The asset and property of the dissolved
political party shall be transferred to the new
political party established in accordance with
sub article (1) of this Article.

3) The new substituted political party shall have
to be registered in accordance with this
Proclamation.

CHAPTER TWO
CANCELLATION AND DISSOLUTION OF

POLITICAL PARTY

37. Canceling the Reqistration of Political Party

A political party may be cancelled in one of the
following reasons:

1) when the party, according to its by-laws,
consent and request to be canceled;

2) when the Board decides on basis of law; or

3) when the court decides the registration of the
political party to be canceled.



on.ies We 16T DM drC %€ avnhl9” 10 +7 €08 990 Federal Negarit Gazeta No..62 24™ September, 2008 .... page 4301

1

)

e
<

. 7 ath TCha- T2 09°N10 hAgPALT

8/ K7L PZ0th TG WL aow ot
&0 077AED TCEYE R0 0C ST
0604 A.mEP LFAA::

g€/ hag N300 A7Po /) avwl-l PPl
PavOlH TlavADT (T CLo-  avl
P-té.av av Py S0P A::

i/ A7e e ath CE hae 1700 Ao
/8/ 0118w “QavAnF ¢ Phta
@7 APLLH ANCS TP LTCNIAL

v/ 77 ath ICEeo 7 PhTT NS
10T C7CTTRS

A/ QAT CLo- aveln 177 akh T Clo-
209 eTo0I0 7 AL

0/ hZath TCLErE aavadn “lavpnF
AP0 R e7°ath TC1 Ae 2P
0P 0LI9° AA Pao()T PLE LA 777
Fo9° (o TFoP 1L RWTLTA
NCS. PaowlH  TJavphF  avPlF
0-Faee P70 J0¢f av1L AL
LA

nAe 700 A7Po /o) avw it P o
fAm Ao 0ot fo- oM NTo P77
o AT 1T Fo-Po7 ANCS 1PN LTC
JA: 0CS (LY L o-0P ¢2°aTh
TCo7 A CONCHI:

by
~

z/ Y hrPo a0l 0CS PavAlH Tav
AhFo-7 hP0ao- 06 5T+ o-0P Am
Peo- TCI; NaaeALll NoU% PAm-
P CTCo7 avqlNg® i A74.
Pao-dm PLCIA:

P77 ath TCE7 (NCS oA h2°H10
[T Gl VA i}

8/ OCS h?Lotact 907+ (WS-
20k G h9tH10 AACH
LTFAAZ

38. Canceling Registration up on the Request of the
Political Party

1) A political party may, according to its by-
laws, request the Board in written form that its
registration be cancelled.

2) The statement of application for cancellation
presented as according to sub — article (1) of
this Article shall be signed by the party leader
for its validity.

3) The political party shall attach the following
particulars with its application to the Board as
referred in sub article (1) of this Article and

a) he political party’s audit, asset and
property report; and

b) the document in which the assembly of
the political party decided to dissolve the

party.

4) The Board shall announce, as to the
application for cancellation submitted to it, to
the public through various means of
information, to enable any person present its
objection where that person has opposition or
a claim against the political party presented
the application for cancellation.

5) A person who has an objection pursuant to sub
article (4) of this Article, shall present the
objection to the Board with in 14 days from
the date of announcement; within such period
the Board shall not cancel the political party.

6) Where the Board accepts, in accordance with
this Article, the application for cancellation, it
shall notify in writing the requesting party
within 30 days as to its cancellation; the Board
shall also notify the public as to the
dissolution of the party.

39. Canceling Registration of Political Party upon
the Decision of the Board

1) The Board may cancel the registration of a
political party in one of the following reasons:
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AP aow il ANCS. ALAD-P head office and other similar change;
Pl WU T . . .
PPl WU b) the political party fails to submit to the
0/ eZakh TGk (MY APE aow tl?]qarg, B.SI req?_lred by thIe profV|S|on of
LT ANCS. RIBePCA LY is Proclamation, annual performance,
10 ?;”D:HE ww— Py AT audit, or other periodical reports;
0L AT 0PIP L7CAT
AePCA CPL RWIRPTT c) the political party fails for two
successive  election  terms  to
&/ e7ath TCro- avat -t participate at general or local
J L P9°Cen, Navy  PmPAA elections;
o L9° Ph 10N, 9°Ch, @-LLC7
ALATG PPL RIRPY T
d) the political party has been registered
av/ erpth TChoo  hAeOCNE by fraud or by presenting deceitful
0LI° AAAT avlE (17714 document, or when requested
e-aol0l vy oL9° QY U2 pursuant to this Proclamation, the
aw/ll awlE PP PINT political party submits to the Board a
a8 ANCS. PAM AT LU false document.

5 " o « . 2) The Board may give a written notice

€/ 0CS R P70k TCE PN -

APE EI LT PLA Alde 009 rerr]nlnd_;ng th(i _part%;] ttc)tﬁonfolr_t[p tlo th(?[ |(;1]W,

AT RS eO-INA when it ascertains that the political party has
J‘C-t:‘ar , violated the provisions of this Proclamation.
POU&  “Nm7  PEe  LAMPA: If the political party fails to conform
NNm7PE Lo avw (A4 eAN-T-hna according to the notice, the Board may cancel
AILUT W10 AN Cllo- LTAM: the registration of the party.

P/ (Y ArPo aoowl-l ACY PAN.®-7 3) A political party that objects the decision of
o4z ¢FPwor ALY TCLE @A the Board according to this Article may
s (14O (010 +5T o0 L0 appeal, within 14 days from receiving such
7 0Nl NETE €Ce LT decision, to the Federal High Court.
ALPCA LTAA::

3. eZAth TCEY NFCEL VL1 o-az daaealn | 40. Canceling a Political Party up on Court

Decision

1)

2)

A political party acting in violation of the
provisions of the Constitution, this
Proclamation and other laws of the state shall
be dissolved up on the order of the court.

A political party may be cancelled due to its
serious criminal charge as a result of the court
decision.
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3)

Where the Federal High Court found the
accused political party guilty of the criminal
charge, the Court may, on the basis of the
seriousness of the crime according to the
Criminal Code, give warning notice or
suspend the party for a specified period from
political activity or cancel the registration or
penalize the party.

41. Effect of Cancellation or Dissolution of Political

Party

1)

2)

3)

Where a political party dissolved by its own
decision or by the Board decision, the
property of the party shall be expended to
cover its debt.

Where the political party owes no debt or
where there remains an amount after covering
the debt as referred in sub article — (1) of this
Avrticle, the property or the remaining amount
shall be expended to civic and electorate
education up on the order of the Board.

Where a political party is cancelled or
dissolved by decision of the court, the money
and property of the party shall be transferred
to the government up on the order of the court.

PART FIVE

SOURCE OF INCOME AND PROPERTY

AFFAIRS OF POLITICAL PARTIES

CHAPTER - ONE

SUPPORT GRANTED FROM GOVERNMENT

42. General Provision

1)

2)

3)

4)

The government may grant support for
political parties that have representation at the
Federal and at State houses for conducting
their day to day activity.

The government may grant support to political
parties to be effected for election purpose for
federal or state houses.

The support to be granted by the government
according to this Article may be in the form of
money, in kind and in service.

The utilization of mass media shall be carried
out in accordance with the election law.
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43. Source of Government Support

The support to be granted by the government has
its sources:
1) from allocation by the government;

2) from domestic or foreign support or aid; and

3) from any other body.

44, Principle

1) The support to be granted to political parties
by the government shall be rendered equitably
and without discrimination.

2) The political parties shall follow transparent

and accountable principle in order to notify

that the support granted by the government
has been utilized properly and for the intended
purpose.

45. Requirements for Government Support

1) The support to be granted to political parties
shall have to be apportioned between the
parties on the basis proportional to their
number of seats in federal or state houses.

2) Notwithstanding the provision of sub — article

(1) of this Article, the support to be granted to

purposes of election for federal or state houses

shall be:

a) apportioned on the basis of the number of
candidates nominated by the political
parties;

b) apportioned on the basis of the number of
women candidates nominated by the
political parties.

3) The support to be granted to political party in
accordance with sub article (1) of this Article:

a) shall be terminated when the political party
fails to meet the requirements eligible for
receiving the grant of government support;

b) from the date the political party failed to meet
the requirements, the political party may not
utilize the support already granted to it;
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46.

support to be granted to political parties shall
be determined by the directive to be issued by
the Board.

The Rule Applicable to the Support Granted to
Political Parties for Conducting their Day to

Day Activities

1) A Political party shall utilize the support

granted to it only for the intended purpose.
2) The day to day activity of a political party
includes the following:

a) the customary day to day activity of
political party;

b) developing political consciousness of the

public;

c) acquainting the public with the aims of
the party;

d) agitation to enable citizens to have active

participation in the political activity of the

country;

e) strengthening harmonious relationship
between the public and the government
institutions.

3) The support granted by the government to the
political party for conducting the day to day
activity shall be reported periodically to the
Board by the political party after listing the
expenditure of the grant in expenditure
heading and certified by the auditor.

4) Of the portion of the support granted by the
government to the political party for
conducting the day to day activity, the
political party shall return the unutilized
portion.

47. The Rule Applicable to the Support Granted by

Government for the Purpose of Election

1) The support granted by government to
political parties participating in election shall
only be utilized for the purpose of election at
federal or state houses.
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government to the political party for the
purpose of election, the political party shall
return the unutilized portion.

48. Books of Account of Political Party

1)

2)

3)

Any political party:
a) shall deposit the support granted by
government in specific bank account;

b) shall transact the account according to
the law and may not expend outside the
allowed expenditure;

c) shall keep the granted support in specific
books of account by listing under every
expenditure heading;

d) shall submit audit report certified by
auditor, according to finance law,
specifying the mount granted by the
government in the budget year and the
particulars for which the money has been
expended.

The auditor shall forward his comment in the
audit report as to whether the account audited
by him has been expended outside the legal
scope.

The political party shall submit its report to
the Board:

a) within 3 months from the end of the
budget year if the report relates to the
support granted to it for conducting its
day to day activity;

b) within the period as determined by the

Board if it relates to the report to be

submitted as to the support granted for

the purpose of election.
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House of Peoples’ Representatives concerning
the support granted to political parties. The
report shall include:

a) the total amount of support allocated
from government and from any other
sources to the parties in the budget year;

b) the amount of support allocated to each
political party in the budget year;

c) the amount of expenditure in the budget
year by each political party as permitted
by law;
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d) the balance of account resulted in the

budget year.

2) The Board shall send the audit report, the
books of account and the financial statement
to the Auditor General.

3) The Auditor General shall send the audit
report, within 30 days from the date he
received the report, to the House of Peoples’
Representatives by attaching the Auditor
General’s financial statement.

CHAPTER - TWO
SOURCE OF INCOME

51. Income Source of Political Party

1) The income source of a political party may be:

a) membership dues collected from
members;
b) donations or grants by Ethiopian

nationals and companies in accordance
with the limit to be set by the Board on
basis of its study;

c) the grant and support to be given by the
government as provided from Article 42
to Article 50 of this Proclamation.

2) Without prejudice to the provision of this Article, a
political party may, upon the approval of the
government or regional state administration, collect
money from the proceeds of events organized on
non permanent basis to enhance its financial
position.

3) Notwithstanding the provision of Article 7 (2)
of this Proclamation, a political party which
has attained legal personality may not directly
or indirectly engage in commercial and
industrial activities.

52. Prohibited Donation or Grant

1) Every political party is prohibited to accept
donation or grant from the following persons
or bodies:

a) foreign nationals;

b) foreign government or foreign political
party;
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c) welfare organization or non-governmental
organization;

d) religious organization;
e) prisoners of law;

f) an organized group or person assuming
state power in a manner other than that
provided under the Constitution;

g) terrorist organization;
h) donation or grant having unknown source;
i) government organization;

)] donation or grant from any body or
person for the execution of any future
object conferred unappropriate benefit or
for receiving unlawful benefit.

2) Where any political party receives directly or
indirectly the donation or grant prohibited in
paragraph /a/ to /j/ of sub article (1) of this
Article, the received money or property shall
be confiscated. The political party may be
responsible under the appropriate law.

3) Where a political party happened to get in any
way the donation or grant prohibited under
sub article (1) of this Article, the party shall
return the donation or grant to the Board
together with related documents within 21
days from the date it received the donation or
grant.

53. Unlawfully Acquired Asset and Property

Where a political party is found to have accepted, in a
manner otherwise than provided in this Proclamation,
money or any property in the form of donation,
gratuity, inheritance or proceeds from commercial and
industrial activity, or accepted in any way, the assets so
received shall be confiscated up on the decision of the
court and the party shall be held responsible under the
appropriate law.

CHAPTER THREE
RECORD, BOOK KEEPING AND AUDITING

54. Record and Audit of Political Party
Every political party shall have to keep
appropriately at its head office an accurate and
permanent record which includes the following
matters:
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responsibility to prove to the Board that its
expenditures are spent for its political
objective.

56. Annual Audit Report

1)

Every political party shall undertake audit
inspection annually by its auditor. Starting
from 6 months of its registration, the political
party shall submit its audit report to the Board
on the third month after the end of each
budget year.
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2) The annual audit report to be submitted to the
Board by every political party shall include:

a) the amount and source of revenue;
b )list of expenditure; and

c) a document as to its authenticity the
political party leader signed on it and
attested by the party seal.

3) Every political party shall prepare and
officially issue annual audit report. Such
annual audit report shall have to be inspected
and accepted by the external auditor to be
appointed by the Board.

4)  Where a political party fails to submit the report as
referred in sub article 1 of this Article, or if it
submits, the Board finds uncertainty; the Board
may cause the inspection of the account by sending
an external auditor. The political party shall incur
the costs of such inspection.

PART SIX

PROHIBITIONS AND MEASURES

57. Prohibition of Extending Political Aims by
lllegal Means

1) It shall be punishable by law where a political
party with a view to introduce its political
aims by force or duress, organizes or trains or
recruits by coercion a person or group.

2) Any person or group who accomplices or
cooperates to effectuate the act referred in sub
article (1) of this Article shall be punishable under
the appropriate law.

58. Persons Restricted From Membership of a Political Party

1) Notwithstanding the provision of sub article (2) of
Article 4 of this Proclamation, the following
persons may not be admitted in the membership of
a political party:

a) judge;
b) member of the Defense Force;
c) member of the police.

2) The persons referred in sub article (1) of this
Article shall have to leave their work as civil
servant if they wished to be a member of a
political party.



1% ONLERTE

bufulet\ 126 DHM kpC EE avahl9” 10 7 €iis 9.9° Federal Negarit Gazeta No. .62

24™ September, 2008 .... page 4312

Pt

=

N

=

Py

£/ hAae 0700 A7Po /8/ L1107
PNA Ao NPCHm Lav}) o1 o4 (14
WILAPP LPHmMé-A:

neA a0t
AR AR &7IPT

. AL 1D

LY APeE  hecoNit: N4t PTEPav
G m9° e akh Gt (Y APE
AT LHmé-A: LU ATE 0CS.
(HY APE avw/l - av At o007 AL
LATA TCET A74.074 AN LTAA::

Pav-HAC 28,3
PG 0-9° Ao LUT APE (174 AL ATIPA
Pav-1-ONC 7L,7° Adll:

. 27105 avavd @ A" 1e-NT

PAACRL NhéP °Cm 0CL ANY APE
TINL09e POULLS LG avavl e PTMm-a)t
2AN7 (MY APE TOAPAJ A

. PTA% VT

8/ eZatth TCLE2T 9PN APE RPC
/TS Y APR: -IFligi:

bl
~

eath  TCEPT 9PN AP
A%TAGAN PoT APE RPC HE/THVIE
OHY APE O PA::

. AP% 272050 11

LV APE (4oLl 126T 0N J P
NNt ¢ EI9°C P05 LUTA:

K40 AN anhlee 18 ¢ Bk .90

C71 OALLECLN

PATCEL 4.2.04P S.The-0.£P
¢TNAh TEHATT

3) A person who violates the provision of sub
article (1) of this Article shall be deemed to
terminate his work by his own consent.

PART SEVEN
MISELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

59. Transitional Provision

Any political party established prior to the
promulgation of this Proclamation shall be
deemed registered. However the Board may
order a party that fails to fulfill the required
document in accordance with this Proclamation to
fulfill the same.

60. Duty to Cooperate
Every person shall have the duty to cooperate for
the implementation of this Proclamation.

61. Power to Issue Requlation and Directive

The National Election Board of Ethiopia is hereby
authorized to issue regulation and directive for the
implementation of this Proclamation.

62. Repealed Laws

1) Political Parties Registration Proclamation
No. 46/1993 is hereby repealed by this
Proclamation.

2) Political Party Registration (as amended)
Proclamation No. 82/1993 is hereby repealed
by this Proclamation.

63. Effective Date
This Proclamation shall come in to force up on
the date of publication in the Federal Negarit
Gazeta.
Done at Addis Ababa this 24" day of September, 2008

GIRMA WOLDEGIORGIS

PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERAL
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA



