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PROCLAMATION NO. 684/2010.

AMENDED FEDERAL JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATION
COUNCIL ESTABLISHMENT PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, an independent judiciary is
established under the Constitution of the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia;

WHEREAS, the independence of the judiciary can
only be ensured if its institutional and judicial
independence is protected; and in order to achieve this
goal the judiciary should be able to administer itself in
a way free from any influence;

WHEREAS, it is necessary to ensure the
accountability of the judiciary and it is required to
widen the composition of the members of the Council,

WHEREAS, it has become necessary to establish a
judicial administration organ with all the necessary
structures and legally recognized powers;

NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with Article
55(1) of the Constitution of the Federal Democratic
Republic of Ethiopia, it is hereby proclaimed as
follows:

1. Short Title

This Proclamation may be cited as the “Amended
Federal Judicial Administration Council Establish-
ment Proclamation No. 684/2010.”

nUYT UzE +.ce.q. ™41
Negarit G. P.O.Box 80001
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4.

2. Definitions

Unless the context requires otherwise, in this
Proclamation:

1./ “Council” means the Federal Judicial

Administration Council;

2/ “Federal Judge” means any person who is
appointed to work as a judge in a federal court
including the Presidents and Vice-Presidents of
the Federal Courts;

3/ “Breach of Discipline” means any act that
violates the rules in the Federal Courts Judges
Code of Conduct;

4/  “Manifest Incompetence and Inefficiency”
means getting a performance result lower than
the one stated in the Federal Judges
Performance Measurement Appraisal;

5/ “Constitution” means the constitution of the
Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia;

6/ “President” means the President of the Federal
Supreme Court;

7/ “Person” means a natural or juridical person.

Gender Reference

In this Proclamation any expression in the

masculine gender includes the feminine.

Establishment of the Judicial Administration
Council

1/ The Federal Judicial Administration Council
(hereinafter referred to as “the Council”) is
hereby established.

2/ The Council shall have its own secretariat, head of
secretariat, budget and the necessary staff. The head
of the secretariat shall serve as the Council’s
secretary.

3/ The office of the Council shall have legal
personality.
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5. Members of the Council

1/ The Council shall have the following members:

a) the President of the Federal Supreme
CoUrt..e e Chairperson

b) the Vice President of the Federal
Supreme Court.........c.cceeenene.

c) three members of the House of
Peoples’ Representatives......... “

d) the Minister of the Federal Ministry
of Justice .......oevvvviiiiiiies

e) the President of the Federal High
CoUrt ..o “

f)  the President of the Federal First
Instance Court ...........ccoevvnvneenn. “

g) ajudge selected by all the Federal
JUAQES ..o “

h) a lawyer appointed by the Council
from those practicing in the Federal
COUMS....oviviiiie e “

i)  law academic appointed by the
Council from a recognized higher
educational institution.................. *“

j) adistinguished citizen appointed by
the Council ..........cooiiiiiiiiiin, “

2/  Efforts shall be made to ensure representations
of women in the Council.
3/ The Vice President of the Federal Supreme

Court shall chair the Council in the absence of
the President.

6. Powers and Duties of the Council

1/ The Council shall have the following powers
and duties:
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a)

b)

c)

d)

9)

h)

order a notice to be issued outlining the
criteria set under Article 11 of this
Proclamation upon the request of the
President and decide how and where such
notice shall be publicized,;

to nominate candidates who qualify for
judgeship from among persons who
applied for judicial positions per Article 11
of this Proclamation;

to nominate candidates for President and
Vice-President of the Federal High Court
and First Instance Court from a list
presented by the President;

to appoint head of the secretariat of the
Council, registrars of federal courts,
assistant judges and other court officials
upon presentation by the President and
decide on their salaries, allowances, other
benefits and the conditions upon which
they may be removed from their positions;

to forward its opinion on the list of
Regional Supreme and High Court
candidate judges, submitted to it by a
Regional Judicial Administration Councils
pursuant to Article 81(4) of the
Constitution;

to issue a Code of Conduct, Rules of
Disciplinary Procedure and Performance
Appraisal criteria for presidents and vice
presidents of federal courts and federal
judges and to follow up its
implementation;

to decide on the placement, transfer,
salary, allowance, medical benefits and
promotion of federal judges;

to decide on matters presented to it
pursuant to Article 12 of this
Proclamation; it may suspend a judge until
the decision is approved by the House of
Peoples’ Representatives: the details shall
be determined in the Rules of Disciplinary
Procedure for Federal Judges;

shall issue work directive for the
secretariat of the Council and supervise its
implementation;
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j) to delegate presidents of federal courts to
decide on disciplinary matters selected by
the Council. An appeal can be made to the
Council against any decision given by the
presidents of federal courts; the details
shall be determined in the Rules of
Disciplinary Procedure for Federal Judges;

k) to conduct periodic evaluation of the
judicial activities of federal courts and
judges.

The conditions of service of persons to be
appointed by the Council pursuant to sub-
article (1) (d) of this Article, except on matters
specifically stated as powers of the Council,
shall be in accordance with the appropriate civil
service laws.

7. Meeting of the Council

1/ The Council shall hold a regular meeting once
in a month; however, it may meet at any time
where found necessary.

2/ There shall be a quorum where more than half
of the members of the Council are present.

3/ Decisions of the Council shall be passed by a
majority vote; in case of a tie, however, the
chairperson shall have a casting vote.

4/ A judge who is a member of the Council, and
against whom disciplinary proceedings are
instituted, may not sit in meetings of the
Council while his case is under investigation.

5/ Without prejudice to the provisions of sub-
article (1), (2), (3) and (4) of this Article, the
Council may draw up its own rules of
procedure of meeting.

8. Powers and Duties of the Chairperson of the
Council

8. f10%a AN, 2AMS +20C

Pr0%o-  ANAN,  PTLITAT AANTS
AN LG 4T A-

The chairperson of the Council shall have the
following powers and duties:

1/ to direct and supervise the secretariat of the
Council;

1/ eH0%e7 Amé Al 0T (NALTT
LAVLAT LEMNMEAE

2/ P0G ®7 NNON LA 2/ to convene the meetings of the Council,




gA 54317 FA%L YUTT UzE q_R $1 Hh9°4 07 qN 2.2 >.M  Federal Negarit Gazeta No.41 24™ July, 2010 .... page 5327
3/ 0% ANan NAPaINCT T 3/ to preside over the meetings of the Council,
LaviNE

4/ OHY APE A7P& 6 /1/ /U] aow/lqd
Nofo: 0ot f tosllo P-1av
Lme MNAOTFT AC PueoT Jéh
av)\s8), A AFN%o- CPCAAT
Nr1%a-  C-tavdm-t  hobs ST
0mnA tFohff 9°nC L A7% 000
amPAL Uinté PPCAAE

5/ NeT AT PéuLl-A NG 15 G PavEav ¢
LLE ®CL VAT PTLIS TS ¢9°h
T TONSTHYE 02T PO hobs®
7 Ar0%o- ePCAAL 0% P-Tav/.
mt7 A PT9° (U -tohe T 9°hc
0 A0 AmPAL TS
PPCAAL

6/ OHY APE RiP& 6 /1/ /] AS Jav/
aow/ - PO o QYAANTT  herC
PULwT  Jéh  aviper, KU P
ATNGo- PPCAAL

7/ AMN%0: PULPeALANDT (ET ALNHA
+ohtT NG 0 PPCAAT (0L PI°
NE-A"7 LO1G LA

PH0%0- KindAd M 27AMIS +29C 9

0-F
10T

PrM%Gm-  Ahéol O hHY
- HENS-T ~0NTG
LG

1/ er0%wm-7 9av3-P ¢4 0P LG NET
PNIENE

2/ OHY APE RiPA 03 aow/l -t (14,8,
A ST AL PULPCO RSP
LPNAAT NALETPTF AL 0%
PULANT 07 @A LT A0 A“T.av
anfo- A25S hAhat A7%L2C0
PLLCINE

3/ Plulol-t\ SFTT PAN TIWEC LLL-
AT ANLAL avlEP NTIVRCET
a)OFFey Lhd-TFAAE

4 Péulol-D STTT AOVTFSLLP HAOT
hE.2A9° enJ~TANE

5/ ¢r0%e7  PaN0A0 PANTNL PTG
AN A& NA0- L LeHAL

4/ to prepare and present to the Council the profiles
of persons who qualified pursuant to Article
6(1)(a) of this Proclamation; present to the
Prime Minister candidate judges selected by the
Council to be appointed by the House of
Peoples’ Representatives;

5/ to present candidates for president and vice
president positions of the Federal High Court
and First Instance Court; present to the Prime
Minister the candidates selected by the Council
to be appointed by the House of Peoples’
Representatives;

6/ to prepare and present to the Council the profile
of persons to be appointed pursuant to Article
6(1)(c) and (d) of this Proclamation;

7/ to present the budget requirement of the Council
to the House of Peoples’ Representatives; to
administer the budget when approved.

. Powers and Duties of the Council’s Secretariat

The Council’s secretariat shall have the following
powers and duties:

1/ to prepare annual work plan and budget of the
Council;

2/ to receive complaints on federal judges presented
pursuant to Article 13 of this Proclamation; to
notify decisions passed on such complaints by
the Council to the concerned persons and
organs;

3/ to organize personal files of federal judges;
follow-up that the files are updated with
necessary information;

4/ to follow-up implementation of administrative
matters regarding federal judges;

5/ to keep minutes and other documents of the
Council in an appropriate manner;
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h/

6/ to conduct appraisal of federal judges in
accordance with the directive to be issued by
the Council; enter results of the appraisal in the
judges personal file;

7/ to perform other duties assigned to it by the
Council.

10. Powers and Duties of the Head of the Secretariat
of the Council

The Head of the Secretariat of the Council shall
have the following powers and duties:

1/ to serve as secretary on meetings of the Council,

keep minutes of the Council; follow-up that
minutes are signed by members of the Council;

2/ to present annual work plan and budget of the
Council to the chairperson of the Council;

3/ to present a report on the implementation of the
work plan when requested by the Council;

4/  to present to the Council complaints lodged on
federal judges; follow-up implementation of
decisions on the complaints;

5/ to administer staff of the secretariat;

6/ to perform other duties assigned by the
chairperson of the Council.

11. Criteria for Appointment of Judgeship

1/ Any Ethiopian who fulfills the following criteria
may be appointed as a federal judge:

a) consents to assume judgeship;

b) is not under 25 years of age for a position
in the Federal First Instance Court and not
under 30 years of age for a position in the
Federal High and Supreme Courts;

c) acquired at least a first degree in law with
good results from a recognized higher
education institution; such particulars shall
be determined by the directive to be issued
by the Council,
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d) is loyal to the Constitution; confirms in
writing that he is loyal to the Constitution
and has never participated directly or
indirectly in activities that violate the
Constitution;

e) is found to be of good reputation in his
knowledge, diligence, conduct and sense of
justice upon interviews, examinations and
other character tests conducted by the
Council;

f) completes a pre-candidacy training for a
period and at the place determined by the
Council and scores above average points in
the final examination;

g) confirms that he has never been punished
with rigorous imprisonment.

2/ No person may simultaneously assume
judgeship while serving in the legislative or
executive branches of government or while a
member of any political organization.

12. Termination of Tenure

1/ The tenure of any federal judge may be
terminated on the following grounds:

a) upon resignation, subject to a two-month
prior notice;

b) where he has attained the age of sixty;

c) where it is decided that he is incapable of
properly discharging his duties due to
illness;

d) where he has committed a breach of
discipline resulting in dismissal in
accordance with the Code of Conduct of
Federal Courts’ Judges;

e) where it is decided that he is of manifest
incompetence and inefficiency.

2/ Without prejudice to sub-article (1)(a) of this
Acrticle the Council may extend the last day
of work of a judge who has given notice of
resignation for a period not exceeding three
months from the last date of the notice.
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AT R0 V- herlw- 00T 0-r tenure is terminated shall not appear before
Pho Lol 85 L7 NBav (1] Paven, LA any bench in a federal court in which he
1 BeC avat Govdet AP LP served as a judge representing litigants for a
LACNT Mrllar Pholld GCL 0T period of two years starting from the last date
N’y 715 F09° oot 4T Q0P T ot .

. of termination of office.
THENEPTT ot aPPLA heT-AP
13. Lodging of Complaints

03. Al AAIPLA A .

1/ TiEed®  Go- PLOTAT  PET 1/ Any person may lodge a complaint with the
LAUAN N"LA@- C4LleiN 85 ag Council against a federal judge who is said to
AT0N%G@- AlED T1PLA LTAN: have committed a breach of discipline.

2/ M%o- ANéAL PT ALTT o Al 2/ The Council may, if necessary, set up a
PPLNVE®T 180T ATINeT h9Yk committee to investigate matters on which a
ALREI CAN: WL to- PULPPC complaint is lodged. The structure of the
Wt ve2S P9htam G 10 committee and its working procedures shall
L0 N7 @M@ avavl,P C.oNGA:: be determined by the directive to be issued

by the Council.

04. L7 AS avavLe PMm-Vt 12 AMY 14. Power to Issue Regulation and Directive
MU 0T PR NG sy wpg |18 SO Ty e et o e
aae ePTT A LON LTAN Proclamation.

15. OQath

05. FA avhA

ST T havBovliTo- (14T
PN A® 7 PA avhA LLATIN:-

“RB e MMém-
OAT .o GCL 0T ST ooy
0498 07 AEIC PN
he - DALY 03"t

AavL.09° P A10AU-"

Judges shall take the following oath prior to
assuming their duties:

“ , upon my
appointment and assumption of duty as judge
of court, on this day,

pledge to discharge with dedication the heavy
responsibility entrusted to me.”
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06. P44 AT 16. Repealed Laws
Pholol-O ST AOTSLC 102 T)bDoye The Federal Judicial Administration Council
APE RPC 14/09) ™ 8 (LY APE A Establishment Proclamation N0.24/1996 is hereby
repealed.
07. ao1 G 2L 3 DATINTHAAE 17. Transfer of Rights and Obligations
NAPE ®TPC 14/09) =8 ¢1dLavm- ¢4 The rights and obligations of the Judicial
(o hnrl-!’..?:(‘ '.,‘q.% TG 92,3 LY Administration  Council  established under
AP B Afl‘ﬁ‘.’ﬁ‘.’ﬂ;’ar 109 TAAG: A Proclamation No. 24/1996 are hereby transferred
Rk to the Council established by this Proclamation.
08. APE: PTLOTNT LM 18. Effective Date

eV APE (nmnAN AoatT 9°he 0T
heLdNt haz 12 7 262 9.9° P9°C
PAG LUPGTA:

Q%0 A0A hI°A 07 P77 212 9.9°

GR¥ wLdgixRgiS

yxXITxeA BA%EE ApaK%siAe
pBIK PEZANT

This Proclamation shall enter into force up on the
date of its approval by the House of Peoples’
Representatives on the 29" day of June 2010.

Done at Addis Ababa, this 24" day of July, 2010

GIRMA WOLDEGIORGIS

PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERAL
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA



