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the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia grants
pardon in accordance with law;

WHEREAS, it has become necessary to make
the procedure of granting and executing pardon more
effective and efficient by incorporating the lessons
gained during the enforcement of the existing law;

NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with
Article 55(1) and Article 71(7) of the Constitution of
the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, it is
hereby proclaimed as follows: '

PART ONE
GENERAL

1. Short Title

This Proclamation may be cited as the
“Procedure of Granting and Executing Pardon
Proclamation No. 840/2014”.

2.  Definition

In this Proclamation unless the context
otherwise requires:
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1/ “pardon” means a decision to remit a
sentence in whole or in part or to reduce
it to a lesser nature or gravity;

2/ “sentence” means a final court decision of
principal punishment, secondary
punishment or a prevention or protection
measure passed on a criminal case;

3/ “court” includes federal court, regional
court that deals with federal matters
pursuant to Article 78(2) of the
Constitution, regional court which
passed death sentence and military court;

4/ “President” means the President of the
Federal Democratic  Republic  of
Ethiopia;

5/ “petitioner” means a person concerned
with the sentence on which petition for
pardon has been lodged ;

6/ “prison” means a place of confinement
administered either by the federal or
regional prisons administration and
includes military prison;

7/ “Ministry’” or “Minister” means the
Ministry or Minister of Justice,
respectively;

8/ ‘“person” means natural or legal person;

9/ any expression in the masculine gender
includes the feminine.

Objective of Pardon

The main objective of pardon shall be to
ensure the interests of the public,
government and offenders by re-integrating
criminal offenders into the community and
make them productive citizens upon
ascertaining that they have repented and
reformed.

4. Scope of Application

This - Proclamation shall be applicable on
federal courts, military courts, final criminal
penalties rendered by regional state court
entertaining  federal  jurisdiction  in
accordance with Article 78(2) of the
Constitution and death penalty imposed by
regional state court.
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PART TWO

'ORGANS GRANTING AND
EXECUTING PARDON

5. Powers of the President

1/ The President shall grant pardon in accordance
with Article 71(7) of the Constitution and this
Proclamation.

2/ The President may, as necessary, give
delegation to the appropriate regional state
organ on matters covered under this
Proclamation.

6. Board of Pardon

. 1/ A Board of Pardon (hereinafter the “Board”)
which examines petition of pardon and submits
‘recommendations to the President is hereby
established.

2/ The Board shall be accountable to the
President.

7. Members of the Board

The Board shall have the following members:

1/ the Minister of Justice ............ Chairperson;
2/ a State Minister of the Ministry of
Justice...........................Deputy Chairperson;

3/ a State Minister of the Ministry of  Health
o s 5 55w R & § 9 3 G i § S 5 s Member;

4/ a State Minister of the Ministry of Labour and

Social Affairs ........................ ......Member;
5/ a State Minister of the Ministry of Federal
Affairs......ccccocevvveeeiiinenen, G s s Member;

6/ a State Minister of the Ministry of Women,

Children and Youth Affairs............ Member;
7/ a State Minister of the Ministry of National
DEfense ....oovvvveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeceeeereeeeins Member;

8/ a Deputy Commissioner General of the Federal
Police Commission ....................... Member;

9/ Deputy Director General of the Federal Prison
Administration ........................... Member;
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10/ two persons who are loyal to the Constitution and
having high moral standing assigned by the
President, upon recommendation by the Minister,
from organizations having broad representation of
the society ............oeeeennnns NPT Members.

8. Duties of Members of the Board

Every member of the Board shall have the
obligation to:

1/ exert the necessary effort for the attainment of
the objectives of the Board;

2/ attend meetings of the Board;
3/ examine issues presented by the Board;

4/ inform the Chairperson of the Board and exclude
himself from meetings of the Board where the
issue under discussion raises conflict of interest;

5/ not disclose confidential issues.

9. Powers and Duties of the Board

1/ Without prejudice to other provisions of this
Proclamation, the Board shall have the powers
and duties to:

a) examine a petition for pardon lodged
pursuant to this Proclamation and submit
recommendation to the President that
pardon be granted on condition or without
condition;

b) formulate criteria necessary for granting
pardon by taking into account the objective

reality;
c) when necessary, require the public
prosecutor organ involved in the

prosecution, any official or individual to
present his opinion by appearing in person
or in writing,.

2/ The Board may, where necessary, give
delegated powers and duties to regional boards
of pardon or organs assigned to examine
petitions of pardon on issues within its scope
of mandate.
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10. Powers and Duties of the Chairperson of t
Board

The Chairperson of the Board shall have tl
powers and duties to:

1/ presidc over the meetings of the Board,

2/ notify to the concerned bodies, through tl
Office of the Board, about the persons grante
pardon;

3/ submit to the President a report on ti

performance of the Board every six months;

4/ whenever necessary, cause the declaration «
decisions of pardon through the mass medi

and,

5/ discharge other related duties entrusted to hii

by the President.

11. Powers and Duties of the Deputy Chairperso

of the Board |

1/ The Deputy Chairperson shall act on behalf ¢
the Chairperson in the absence of the latter.

2/ The Deputy Chairpersen shall discharge suc
other entrusted to him by th
Chairperson.

duties

12. Meetings of the Board

1/ The Board shall meet at any time upon the cal
of the Chairperson.

2/ There shall be a quorum when more than hal
of the Board members are present at .
meeting.

3/ The Board shall pass its decision by a majorit;
vote; in case of a tie, the Chairperson shal

have a casting vote.

4/ Without prejudice to the provisions of thi:
Article, the Board may adopt its own rules o

procedure.

13. Office of the Board

1/ The Office of the Board of Pardon (hereinaftei
the “Office") shall be organized within the
Ministry.
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14.

2/ The Office shall

responsibilities to:

a) accept petitions for pardon lodged in
accordance with this  Proclamation,
compile the necessary information thereon,
and submit same for the decision of the
Board;

b) keep and preserve properly the records and
documents of the Board;

have the duties and

c) keep and preserve properly all the
recommendation of the Board as well as
decisions approved by the President and
prepare statistics of same;

d) communicate the decision of the President and
Board on petition of pardon to the prison
administration where the petitioner is
confined, and follow up the
implementation of same; and provide
certificate of pardon; :

e) communicate to the concerned parties the
order of the Board, given in accordance
with Article 23(3) of this Proclamation, on
the nullity of pardon and the reactivation of
execution of the sentence,

f)  keep records of pardons and make the
records open to the public in accordance
with the appropriate law;

g) carry out other activities related to pardon.

Duties and Responsibilities of the Head of the
Office

The Head of the Office of the Board shall:
1/ execute the duties and responsibilities of the
Office;

2/ pass calls of meetings to the members of the
Board; ensure that the necessary documents
for the meeting are delivered to the members;

3/ serve as secretary of the Board;

4/ carry out other duties assigned to him by the
Chairperson of the Board.
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PART THREE
GRANTING AND EXECUTING PARDON

15. Lodging Petition for Pardon

1/ Without prejudice to prohibiting provisions
other laws, the Board shall, for the purpose
attaining the objective of Article 3 of th
Proclamation, entertain pardon petition lodge
in accordance with this Proclamation t
weighing with the interests of the governme
and public.

2/ Without prejudice to the provision of sut
article (1) of this Article, any person convicte
for crime and sentenced by a final decision ¢
a court may lodge petition for pardon b
himself or through his spouse, close relative
representative or lawyer.

3/ Unless the petition is lodged by himself, hi
lawyer or his representative, the prisoner i
whose name petition for pardon is lodged shal
confirm by his signature that he agrees witl
the petition for pardon.

4/ Notwithstanding the provision of sub-articl
(2) of this Article, the Ministry or the Federa
Prison Administration may lodge on behalf o
prisoners petition for the granting of pardon tc
the Board upon selecting prisoners whc
deserve pardon
regulation or directive issued hereunder.

in accordance with the

5/ The petition for pardon to be lodged pursuant
to sub-article (4) of this Article shall first
present to the prisoner on whose behalf it is
requested before submitted to the Board.

6/ The person in whose favour a petition for
pardon has been submitted pursuant to sub-
article (4) and (5) of this Articie shall be
presumed to accept the petition unless he
notifies his rejection to the Board-in writing
within 15 working days from the date of
receipt of the copy of the petition.

7/ If a person fails to notify his rejection of a
petition for pardon within the time specified in
sub-article (6) of this Article due to force
majeure, he may notify such rejection within
15 working days from the date of cessation of
the force majeure.



WA Y

L8Ot 1DET DU RVC EE 1m0 TG b3 E0E 990 Federal Negarit Gazette No. 68 21" Augustl, 2014 ... page 327

LPLPCH TPE LHT

&/ 17004 AL 14277 CoUPd PPNt QCL

N*2eopnt o244 CAN  CLPCIH T
P AT andBPT ATIAL ap P
LTCNONIA\ -

V) PLPCH mPdam ovq. AY° NIRLT:
PAG 1 av-A. 9P 0890 LI 1LYt
NhC AG howd-A4 (4T 1o
276G hE&a:

a)

h)

(ln)

w)

(’) )

()

APt «CH 9T PP
O FEA hé.0oo(l T 77 BI°C L AA
A“LEms  AAT  Gomd- Tt LCOT
PN+ WA

g-FhANNT  oFPA:  PEEET P
PTEN IS oIt Pat:
Pl &CL NT: PPOT  GCH.
hE.909° 21170 T  R4LE AT Pha
ao )l fPC:

PRI oo FAAGTT  ALMMYICC PP
+Hho e-réLeNt oFEA ha PodEAS
991 Crodre Payt: PPt GCH.
hé.209° CoL1TNT  RLE WG PPart
GCE7F LOFANLa CLE T Qye:

Pyt GCHY (low4.09° AL
PPN 949706 T oLy FRYv
Nye:

LPCIH ALLAINT LA PULOAN TS
pad 19 X o

PoLVINT e T of9° FRye
/29-9°004.7% hQooh+t- PAmm-}
hQ-FePt:

NPt C8 04T AANo- Y-
g0 AovAns-at oL AG
herc) meem- IC 9°39° 9051
Cre: CONFE @LY° CRPIC UVVRYT
PAAT @} POt APT ovd a9eg
7\.‘).'{1‘.4'3

Ne:CL A aoder: R84 ey ey
ALlF9e RTTL0GA Tons O hPY
NAovhid.a. o9  eAhdA TPy
LANLANTTY 9°NIeT:

+LI° AN LPCH FRCT RIRVPY
0eI° LePCI LR PCN o-LP PT
ATRPY oAz CHFAMNT 3G Yoo
Al (YA E

16. Particulars of Petition for Pardon

1/

The petition for pardon with respect to a
sentence that applies to an individual shall
contain the following information:

a) the pet oner’s full name including

b)

d)

grandfather’s name, mother’s full name,
age, sex, nationality, nation, and
occupation and address before his
imprisonment;

residential address of the petitioner within
the five years immediately preceding the
date of the crime for which he is convicted;

the crime for which he was charged, the
criminal provision with which he was
convicted and the penalty imposed, the
court passed the sentence, the stage of the
execution of the sentence and number of
the case docket; y

apart from petty offences, previous
convictions, if any, type of the crime, the
penalty imposed, the stage of the execution
of the sentence and the name of the court
which passed the sentence;

e) the name of the prison or the institution in

which the petitioner serves his sentence;

f) the reasons for being eligible for pardon;

g) opinion of the prison or the institution given

in relation to the conduct of the petitioner;

h) the full names and addresses of three

J)

persons who are not related to the
petitioner by consanguinity, affinity or any
interest and who can give testimony on the
ethical conduct of the petitioner prior to the
sentence; -

whether paid the fine or compensation or
both imposed by the court, if any, or the
reasons thereof if not paid;

the date and the year of previous granting
or denial of pardon, if any;



o880 14T DA RPC FE Y, TG 43 ERE 99

Federal Negarit Gazette No. 68 21" August ], 2014 .. page 7328

) PLPCI PPRo- AA Ao A"T0eHT
PULPCA Py LUTE Aapd 090 avA)}:
PULAM®F WP IR e

T) hePCH  reeo-  IC (WS
-0 L £I4 QLT ha
NCUE @)

1) hePcd  peem YwAhF ¢
AL R4 N1AT ha
PULTFOTT 0D RS

) MY APE  aow/F (loMm L7

P-FNLINS ANT avlB D

€/ Oh? POt ool eTama- KRhAD
N2avait CoLPCAl PLPCH L
MY KiPx 100 RIPR (B)
rELY et o0 A290% 1
NCNUCET a0 RANT::

) 2. £edcsH ved PUPLOL Lib

&/ (MY APE WiPR 15 avwl LI

AL Poy e Am- PePC-

PeBmy:-

V) PNt GCH DlAm (%A 096 w9
2 ¢

A) CLPCH PPE APCO TR @LP
W41 hALat oC 144 @eye

) Pl hé.A LPCI FRCINT P
ATRPY  PLPCH@ @y hbhwm
OA7L Yoo (1A

PPl LTAAN

€MLY AIPR T00 RIPR (B) LEA -Ie
(A) AG (h) TR0 (L5C9° Ohd-nF
et AN VT et PLPCH-
TR WS h0Cs. A0AT 00T A HF
L0 &4 N1 e-9° L APCA
LA

IT., PLPCIH TP NAavavCan(
NCYH  PLPCH e APCOAT MLy
AP WrbAR TE Dbendblt NCUC

ol BEDT (1P "V6 RIARNEALE POPO.
Al AT PRCE T eoNINTTR RS
NIF o9 Ao CUPCOATT 0L L)
PLeNIT T o) PLPCD PLEMY P L4
OeY° P Pmav. WYY YN LB D
WeY° vl B D (/’h(m(:(m(; LCCND A

1. P0hCTq§ PQAcv-2 2T 98 4

PePC) POy hQoo\f-t- aANC 8-
ONCTT eyt PQpav. @ hO L2 P10

AT

k) if the petition for pardon is being lodged
by a person other than the petitioner, the
legal ground for lodging such petition;

I) the list of supporting documents, if any,
attached to the petition for pardon;

m) the place where supporting documents are
found, if any, not attached to the petition
for pardon; and -

n) other information specified by regulation
issued hereunder.

2/ The petition for pardon with respect to a sentence
that applies to a legal person shall contain the
relevant particulars from those specified under
sub-article (1) of this Article.

17. Time for Lodging Petition for Pardon

1/ Any person lodging petition for pardon pursuant
to Article 15 of this Proclamation may do so:

a) at any time after the decision of sentence;

b) six months after the date of denial of a
previous petition; or

c) one year after the date of granting, if the
pardon was partial.

2/ Notwithstanding paragraphs (b) and (c) of sub-
article (1) of this Article, a petition may be
lodged at any time if it is considered urgent and
gets approval of three-fourth of the members of
the Board.

18. Examination of Petition for Pardon

Upon the receipt of the petition for pardon, the
Board shall, as may be necessary, examine, in
addition to the particulars required under
Article 16 of this Proclamation, files of the

- public prosecutor and the court and any
evidence or information for or against the
petition furnished by any person or discovered
by it.

19. Obligations of Witnesses and Experts

Any person who  gives testimony or expert
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opinion to the Board on the petition for pardon
- shall provide his testimony or opinion only on
the basis of truth and expertise knowledge.

Considerations fcr Granting Pardon

The foilowing conattions shall be taken into
consideration for gra: ing pardon:

1/ the petitioner’s dangerous disposition;

2/ the gravity of the offence and the duration
of the time the petitioner has been in
custody and prison;

3/ information gathered from the office the
petitioner was previously working, local
community of his previous residence, his
family, his doctors or other relevant
organs;

4/  the petitioner’s disposition to live in peace
in the future;

5/ the petitioner’s confession and
repentance, his effort to reconcile with the
victim or his family and compensate
them, or his ability and willingness to
settle the compensation decided against
him;

6/ the petitioner’s good conduct and ethics
demonstrated during his stay in prison;

7/ opinion of the victim or his family on the
petition for pardon, if it is possible to
contact them;

8/ the family and health status of the petitioner

21.

and his age condition.

Procedure of Decision of Pardon

1/ The Board shall examine pardon petitions
submitted to it.

2/ The Board shall submit to the President the

name of the person considered eligible for
pardon and the explanation thereof.

3/ The President shall give his final decision

p.o

]

based on the name and explanation
submitted to him.

Effects of Pardon

/" Unless the pardon decision expressed

otherwise, the decision on pardon shall make
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ineffective all penalties imposed by court.

2/ Notwithstanding the provision of sub-article
(1) of this Article the decision on pardon may
not invalidate civil liabilities emanating from
the criminal liability.

3/ Unless the decision

pardon expressed

otherwise, penalties served before the
decision of pardon shall remain effective.

23. Nullity of Pardon

1/ A pardon granted on the basis of false or
fraudulent evidence shall be null and void.

jp

2/ A pardon shall become null and void if the
condition specified for granting the pardon
has been violated. '

3/ Where the Board ascertains the nullity of a
pardon pursuant to sub-article (1) or (2) of
this Article, it shall submit recommendation
to the President in order to reactivate the
execution of the sentence with its content
existed before the pardon.

4/ The order of the President passed pursuant to
sub-article (3) of this Article shall be served
to the bodies responsible for the execution of
the sentence and to the person who was
granted the pardon.

5/ Were the person who was granted pardon had
been in prison before the pardon, an
application requesting arrest order shall be
made to first instance court in order to return
the person to prison.

6/ In accordance with the arrest order given by
the court, the person who was granted pardon
shall return to prison.

7/ The person who was granted the pardon may,
within 15 working days from receipt of the
order of the President referred to in sub-
article (3) of this Article, submit his
application to the Board for the
reconsideration of the order.

8/ Where the application submitted pursuant to
sub-article (7) of this Article is rejected by
the Board, the person who was granted the
pardon shall return the certificate of pardon
to the Office.
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#0. LPCIHT AATINLAT 24. Proof of Pardon
b/ “TIFo9°  LPCI  PTRAINT  Ao-
LPCI PFRLINT @ P YINGAT

oL Am PLPCI PIPONC  @ldbeld

1/ A person granted pardon shall prove the
grant of pardon by producing the certificate

N“YplAl CPGTA:: of-pardon.

& (MY KPR 100 RWiPR (8) CHRI10- 2/ Notwithstanding the provisions of sub-
i PePC: 7°0nC @l article (1) of this Article, the person who
Pmt0T Am- LPCI EELLNT a0t lost his certificate of pardon may request

PULIAR “INEE AVé. T 0.-l:

the Office to furnish evidence to the
aA%aooptirteo o177 ATRATAT A.meP

concerned party that he is granted pardon.

LTAAN::
PART FOUR
NEA hét
AR AR £7929T MISCELLANEQUS PROVISIONS
g 25. Duty to Cooperate

VIF@-9° Qar (MY APE ool ALPCH Any person shall have the duty to cooperate,
AP P95 “INCEB:  avlB o pLYC

; di
AOVELP T RTSAT AmPP Poo-bANC L, when req'uested _Fo - S(.)’. " prqw erg
PYE evidence, information or opinion required in

the course of granting pardon in accordance
with this Proclamation. -

AE. "m_”"'ﬂ"'q %3 oo tA0% 26. Transfer of Rights and Duties
(o S VS T hP R ®rC
ERAE/ T ¢-tePovm (CL oo
280 Yy APE  AtRRove-  CE

The rights and duties of the Board established
under the Procedure of Pardon Proclamation
No0.395/2004 are hereby transferred to the

‘TANG:A\::
& Board established hereunder.
A%, P14 2
e . 27. Repealed L
PLPCH  mCET RPE PG peatec an
FEASITOEE LY APR P :: The Procedure of Pardon Proclamation
No0.395/2004 is hereby repealed.
AT, LING aoavi e PTI0-MF pAMTD 28. Power to Issue Regulation and Directive
B/ PuLATCT  9°hC OF LV APE 1/ The Council of Ministers may issue
A“INE.AY° PoLEeNLNF RO A Lo regulations necessary for the
LTAA::

implementation of this Proclamation.

2/ The Board may issue directives necessary

€ 0CH ALY APES (Y KIbd 700 for the implementation of this
Wibo (B) ooo0dt Pom- R0}
A0 4.09° P NN avand, @ DT
ALON CTAN:: pursuant to sub-article (1) of this Article.

Proclamation and regulations issued
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LU KPS NLLEA 1961 IJHM I This Proclamation shall enter into force on the
ho(+ ¢ B9°C P05 LPGTA:: date of publication in the Federal Negarit
Gazette.

hE.0 KON Yh0 TE +73 EALE 9.9° Done at Addis Ababa, this 21* day of August, 2014.

A/C ovAk tfiao MULATU TESHOME (DR.)

PA TR L LllAP A.TNe-0N PP PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERAL DEMOCRATIC
STAAR TEHA T REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA




