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PROCLAMATION NO. 957/2016

A PROCLAMATION TO PROVIDE FOR THE ETHIOPIAN
AIR CRAFT ACCIDENT AND INCIDENT
INVESTIGATION

WHEREAS, it is necessary to establish strong system
that could prevent the aircraft accidents by an independent
investigation and analyze the causes and contributing
factors, and provide prompt safety recommendations based
on its findings so as to sustain the country’s ever increasing

air transport service in a safe and secure manner;

WHEREAS, it is a duty of the country to fulfill its
international commitments particularly to establish aircraft
accident and serious incident investigation organ in
accordance with Annex 13 of the 1944 Chicago

Convention,;

WHEREAS, it is necessary to proclaim the procedures
of execution and implementation of aircraft accident and

serious incident investigation by law;

NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with Article 55(1) of

the Constitution of the Federal Democratic Republic of
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1. Short Title
This Proclamation may be cited as the “Ethiopian
Aircraft  Accident and
Proclamation No. 957/2016”.

5 finiti
In this Proclamation unless the context requires

Incident  Investigation

otherwise:

1/ “aircraft” means any machine that can derive
support in the atmosphere from the reactions of the
air other than the reactions of the air against the

earth's surface;

2/ ““accident” means an occurrence associated with the
operation of an air craft which takes place between
the times any person boards the aircraft with the
intention of flight until such time as all persons have

disembarked, in which:

a) a person is fatally or seriously injured as a
result of:

(1) being in the aircraft, or

(2) direct contact any part of the aircraft,

including parts which have become

detached from the air craft, or

(3) direct exposure to a jet blast, humiliation except
when the injuries are from natural causes, self-
inflicted or inflicted by other persons, or when the
injuries are to stowaways hiding outside the areas

normally available to the passengers and crew; or
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b) the aircraft sustains damage or structural
failure which:

(1) adversely affects the structural
strength, performance or flight

characteristics of the aircraft, and

(2) would normally require major repair
or replacement of the affected
component, except for engine failure
or damage, when the damage is limited
to the engine, its cowlings or
accessories: or for damage limited to
propellers, wing tips, antennas, tires,
brakes, fairings, small dents or

puncture holes in the aircraft skin: or

c) the aircraft is missing or is completely

inaccessible;

3/ Serious injury means an injury which is sustained
by a person in an accident and which requires
hospitalization for more than 48 hours, results in a
fracture of any bone,; involves injury to any
internal organ; involves, or any burns affecting
more than 5 per cent of the body surface; or
involves verified exposure to infectious substances

or injurious radiation.
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4/ “serious incident” means an incident involving

5/

6/

7/

8/

9/

circumstances indicating that there was a high
probability of an accident and associated with the
operation of an aircraft which takes place between
the time any person boards the aircraft with the
intention of flight until such time as all such

persons have disembarked,;

“incident” means an occurrence, other than an
accident, or serious incident, associated with the
operation of an aircraft, which affects or could

affect the safety of operations;

“occurrence” means a condition associated with the
operation of an aircraft, if the safety of the
aircraft left unattended could induce an accident,

serious incident or incident;

“causes” means actions, omissions, events,
conditions, or a combination thereof, which lead to

the accident, serious incident or incident;

“contributing factors” means actions, omissions,
events, conditions, factors or a combination
thereof, which, if eliminated, avoided or absent,
would have prevented or reduced the
probability of the accident or incident occurring, or
would have mitigated the severity of the adverse

consequences of the accident or  incident;

“accident investigation” means a  process
conducted for the purpose of accident prevention
which includes the gathering and analysis of
information, the drawing of conclusions, including

the determination of causes and, when appropriate,
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the making of safety recommendations; 9%

10/ “investigator” means a professional person
delegated by the accident investigation bureau to

conduct investigation;

11/ “investigator-in-charge” means a person charged,
on the basis of his qualifications, with the
responsibility for the organization, to conduct and

control of an investigation;

12/ “accredited

designated by Ethiopia to another state where the

representative” means a person
accident occurred outside Ethiopia by an aircraft
registered in Ethiopia or designated by another
state when foreign registered aircraft accident
occurred in Ethiopia, on the basis of his
qualifications, for the purpose of participating in an

investigation conducted;

13/ “adviser” means a person appointed on the basis of
his qualifications, for the purpose of  assisting

accredited representative in an investigation;

14/ “participant” means a person appointed by the
Minister to participate in an investigation being
conducted, in the opinion of the bureau, that person
has interest in the subject matter under

investigation and has the expertise to contribute to

achieving the bureau’s objective;

15/ “observer” means a representative of a concerned
body who has interest in the accident and
authorized by the bureau to attend the investigation

as an observer;

16/ “concerned body” means Ministry, Authority,
Governmental or None Governmental Organization
that has direct interest in the aircraft accident or

serious incident;
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17/ “air traffic control unit” means a unit that controls
Area Control Centre, Approach Control Office, or

Aerodrome Control Tower;

18/ “operator” means a person engaged in or offering

to engage in an aircraft operation;

19/ “pilot-in-command” means the pilot responsible for
the operation and safety of the aircraft during flight

time;

20/ “crew member” means a person assigned by an

operator to duty on an aircraft during flight time;

21/ “Convention” means the Convention on
International Civil Aviation, signed at Chicago on

7 December 1944, and its Annexes;

22/ “Annex 13” means the Annex to the Convention on

International Civil Aviation Organization that
Standards  and
Aircraft

contains the International

Recommended Practices related to

Accident and Incident Investigation;

23/ “document” means any  correspondence,

memorandum, book, plan, map, drawing,

diagram, pictorial or graphic, film, sound
recording, video tape, electronic files and data, and

any copy thereof;

24/ “‘statement” means the whole or any part of an oral,
written or recorded statement relating to an

accident or serious incident given to the bureau;
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25/

26/

27/

28/

29/

30/

31/

32/

33/

“flight recorder” means any type of recorder
installed in the aircraft for the purpose of

complementing accident or serious incident

investigation;

“draft final report” means draft investigation report
that is sent in confidence by the Minister to
accredited representatives and any other body in
the opinion of  the Bureau have a direct interest
in the findings of the investigation to receive their

comments on the report;

“safety recommendation” means recommendation
of the Bureau based on  investigation information
for the purpose of preventing future accidents or

serious incidents;

“State” means a member State of the International

Civil Aviation Organization;

“State of design” means the State having
jurisdiction over the organization responsible for

the type design;

“State of manufacture’ means the State having
jurisdiction over the organization responsible for

the final assembly of the aircraft;

“State of occurrence” means the State in the

territory of which an accident or  serious incident

occurs;

“State of the operator” means the State in which
the operator’s principal place of business is located

or, the operator’s permanent residence;

“State of registry” means the State on whose

register the aircraft is entered,;

9138 -
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34/ “Bureau” means the Ethiopian Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau organized in accordance with

Article 5 of this Proclamation;

35/ “Bureau Head” means the head of the Aircraft
Accident Investigation Bureau who is responsible
for the operation and overall conduct of aircraft

accident investigation;

36/ “Ministry or Minister ” means the Ministry of

Transport or Transport Minister  respectively;

37/ “person” means any natural or juridical person;

38/ any expression in the masculine gender includes

the feminine.

Scope of Application

The provisions of this Proclamation shall apply in

respect of:

1/ aircraft accident and serious incident occurred on
civil air transport in the territory of the Federal

Democratic Republic of Ethiopia;

2/ civil aircraft registered in the Federal Democratic
Republic of Ethiopia, wherever they may be,
subject to the law of any foreign State in which
they may be operating;

3/ civil airports in the Federal Democratic Republic of
Ethiopia, including all technical activities such as
air traffic control and the installation, operation and

communication

maintenance  of equipment,

navigation aids and surveillance meteorology.
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4. QObijective of the Proclamation

The objectives of this Proclamation shall be the
following:

1/ to conduct independent and impartial investigation

on aircraft accident and serious incident

occurrences;

2/ identify safety deficiencies as evidenced by aviation

occurrence investigation;

3/ to investigate aircraft accident or serious incident
with the objective to prevent accidents and not

apportioning blame or liability; and

4/ provide safety recommendations designed to

eliminate or reduce any such safety deficiencies.

PART TWO

AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT INVESTICGATION
BUREAU

5. Establishment

The Ethiopian Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau
called the
established under the Ministry.

(herein after “Bureau”) is here by

6. Organization of the Bureau

The Bureau shall have:
1/ the Head of the Bureau to be appointed by the
Minister;
2/ the necessary professional staffs.

7. Powers and Duties of the Bureau

The Bureau shall have the following powers and duties

to execute its objectives:

1/ appoint investigator in charge, institute and perform

investigations, follow up the investigation and its
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2

~

recommend to the Minister for appointment of
accredited representative, advisor, observers and
participants for the proper achievements of its

objectives;

3

~

summon any person to appear in person and provide
oral, written or documentary evidences and related

materials for the investigation;

4

~

get unhampered access and control over a scene and
surrounding of any relevant materials test and

evidence from thereof;

5

~

release to the owner or dispose of wreckage and other

property seized or acquired during investigation;

6

~

provide safety recommendations to the concerned

bodies based on the findings of its investigation;

7

~

follow up the implementation of its safety
recommendation and providing further safety

recommendation where necessary;

8

~

Submit to the Minister preliminary, interim and final

investigation reports on accident or serious incident;

9

~

implement and enforce the provision of this
Proclamation, regulation and directives issued
hereunder and relevant treaties, standards and

recommended practices to which Ethiopia is a party;

10/carry out other activities as may be necessary for the

fulfillment of its objectives.
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8. Budget

The Bureau’s recurrent budget and emergency and
contingency budget for accident and serious incident
investigation shall be allocated by the Government upon

submission by the Minister.

9. Powers and Duties of Head of the Bureau

1/ The Head of the Bureau shall be the chief executive
officer of the Bureau and shall direct and administer

the activities of the Bureau.

2/ Without prejudice to sub-article (1) of this Article the

head of the bureau shall:

a) exercise powers and duties of the bureau

specified in article (7) of this Proclamation;

b) prepare and submit to the Minister the work
program and budget of the Bureau and implement

the same upon approval;

c) prepare and submit policies concerning aircraft
accidents and serious incidents to the Minister and

implement same upon approval by the minister

d) fulfill the necessary facilities for the purpose of the

investigation.

3/ The Head of the Bureau may delegate part of his
powers and duties to employees or officers of the
Bureau to the extent necessary for the efficient

management of the activities of the bureau.

10. Powers and Duties of the Investigator in Charge

The Investigator-in-charge shall have powers and duties

to:
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1/direct and conduct the investigation under this
Proclamation on behalf of the Bureau;

2/ report to the Bureau on the investigation, including
proposed findings as to causes and contributing
factors, and safety recommendation related to the

investigation;

3/be

participants, and appointed observers required for the

responsible for accredited representatives,

investigation.

11. Conflict of Interest

To achieve professional independence and to ensure the

credibility of the aircraft accident and incident
investigation, a member of the bureau who involves in
an investigation shall avoid actual and potential conflict

of interest.

12. Powers and Duties of the Minister

1/ The Minister shall have the following powers and
duties to:

a) ensure aircraft accident investigations are
carried out in accordance with standards and

recommended practices;

b) initiate policy ideas related to aircraft accident and
incident investigation;

c) approve final investigation reports and make
decision to be publicized;

d) support and follow up the Bureau for the proper

discharge of its duties and responsibilities;
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£) delegate the investigation, in whole or in part,

to another State or a regional accident

investigation organization or body when

deemed to be appropriate;

f) appoint an accredited representative, participant
and advisors upon recommendation by the

Bureau;

g) release preliminary, interim, and final accident

and serious incident investigation reports.

2/ The Minister may delegate part of its powers and

responsibilities provided under this Proclamation to

the Bureau.
PART THREE
INVESTIGATION JURISDICTION AND
PROCEDURE

13. Investigation Jurisdiction

1/ The Bureau shall have exclusive jurisdiction for the

conduct of safety investigations into aircraft
accidents and serious incidents; provided, however,
that the bureau may not investigate incidents unless
recommended by the Minister or by concerned

body.

2/  The Bureau aircraft accident and serious incidents
shall be

from any

investigation  process functionally
influences;
shall

interfere with investigations conducted under this

independent and free

administrative or judicial proceedings not

Proclamation

3/ The Bureau when notified of an aircraft accident

may call on the best technical expertise  from

any sources.
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If a civil aircraft accident occurred within a military
reserved areas, the Bureau shall not commence the
investigation unless authorized by the Ministry of

Defense.

The provisions of this Proclamation shall not
prevent the police force from conducting
investigation in accordance with the laws conferring

its power.

14. Procedure of Investigation

1/

2/

3/

The Bureau shall take all reasonable measures to
ensure that the investigation procedures and practices
that it follows in relation to aircraft accidents and
serious incidents are compatible with the government
obligations with respect to Article 38 of the
Convention, and the standards and recommended
practices contained in Annex 13.

The Bureau coordinates with Governmental and
other concerned non-governmental organizations
regarding investigation procedures of aviation

occurrences.

The investigation conducted by the Bureau shall be
separate from those investigations conducted for the
purpose of establishing guilt or civil and criminal
liability.

15. Powers and Duties of Investigator in Charge

The investigator in Charge shall have the following

powers and duties during the investigation of any aircraft

accident or serious incident:

1

2/

call and interrogate, collect information, witnesses

and any person deemed important for investigation;

carryout examination of relevant material and
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3/

4/

5/

6/

7/

evidence without delay;
9146

unhampered access to and control over the scene of

the accident and the wreckage;

unhampered access and control over all relevant
material and evidence, including flight recorders and

air traffic service records;

require the protection and preservation of the
occurrence site, aircraft and any parts thereof

including all records associated with an occurrence;

require the provision of documents related with
investigation, to make copies of any documents and
retain any such documents until the completion of

the investigation;

submit any person who directly or indirectly
involved in the aircraft operation and occurrence for
medical examination.

PART FOUR

NOTIFICATION OF OCCURRENCE, PROTECTION

OF EVIDENCES AND PRESERVATION OF

EVIDENCES

16. Notification of Aircraft Accident

1/

Without prejudice to the regulations and directives
issued pursuant to this Proclamation, the owner,
operator, pilot-in-command, any crew member of the
aircraft, an airport, air traffic controller, and any other
person having knowledge of the accident or serious
incident shall have obligation to report to the Bureau
or to the relevant governmental body to provide
information as soon as possible and by the fastest

means of communication available.
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Without prejudice to mandatory reporting stated
under sub- article (1) of this Article voluntary reports
can be submitted by any person to the bureau or to
the nearest  government bodies to facilitate the
collection of information that may not be captured by

a mandatory report.

The identity of the person who has made a report
pursuant to sub-articles (1) and (2) of this Article

shall have legal protection not to be disclosed.

17. Protection and Preservation of Evidence

1

2/

3/

4/

The aircraft which sustained accident, its wreckage or
the accident site shall be protected from access by

unauthorized personnel.

Where an accident or serious incident takes place, the
owner, operator, and crew member shall, to the extent
possible, and until otherwise instructed by the Bureau
or except as otherwise required by this Proclamation,
preserve and protect any evidence relevant to the
reportable accident or serious incident as it is,

including evidence contained in documents.

The provision of sub-article (2) of this Article shall
not be construed as preventing any person from
taking necessary measures to ensure the safety of any

person, property or the environment.

The investigation file organized pursuant to this
Proclamation shall be preserved by the Bureau for a

period of not less than 20 years after the date that the
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18. Protection of Information
aoMo], J°Covd- @ AT 9071 ov)NX
. 1/ When conducting the investigation of an accident
hBTAI: o ]
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U) Ng°Cavi- 4.8 ao (T4 nOeT all investigation records for the purpose other than
PONSTD 295 TFM-9° avlBP-: accident or serious incident investigations,
. including the following:
A) MA@-CTAT ATENT P 0MNé APT
aohnA P +LLT ATFO VT a) all statements taken from persons by the
h) hALOM- M hAE hLD AIMTM OC investigator in the course of this investigation;
2V LA G@- PUNICS DLI° PN b) all communications between persons having
T been involved in the operation of the aircraft;
ov) PRLT  PRYK PEATEIG eannar ¢) medical or private information regarding
a0l EPT persons involved in the accident or serious
w) hahfC Tédh *RTPTC AN O1HooliNg incident:
1AM vl BPTG
&) PN UHIG  AdT 0TS ob d) cockpit voice recordings and transcripts from
PN ol BT : such recordings;
e) recordings and transcripts of recordings from air
0) NZé- AL A PhaT-l 9°OA7T P9°0A-7 traffic control units; and
PrONT NEA OLI° CHINM ool BT f) opinions expressed under the analysis of
information, including flight recorder
aolBPT  NEO9 a4 (o AL g) cockpit air borne image, records or any part or
N%ATA?: NECe 0T @89 NhA PachC transcript from such records.
222CUT NTNEETT APCONT ART A9 . _ _
2/ The records specified under sub-article (1) of this

If. LauCrIePT TINLA

a8/ ChmCTAT

hep hnSor1a-
ChAm-CTAT aLD 9°Coavd- IC NHLLH AA
AT T44F 029 +mfe A%1LL7 NGCE
L NANTSLL-PS N80TAT 18T 9°hhC
S ALPCNIe::

ao (G714

Article shall not be used against any of the involved

persons in disciplinary, judicial or other proceedings.

19. Evidence of Investigators

1/ The investigator shall not be compelled to appear

as a witness in any judicial, administrative or

disciplinary proceedings to establish guilt or
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2/ Aircraft accident investigation final report shall not

be used as evidence in any court proceedings to

establish guilt or liability.
&. PPLav I°Covd- L7°CT

8 NC® ALY PLLONT  A®CTA? hNeit PART FIVE
hERERT hae 9490 0Ae DU Pheam AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION
REPORT
g°Covd- L7°CHET ALLNTS NaoP 20. Preliminary Report
AO-CTAT  AFaoHINNTF P AOCTAYr  ATéT

1/ Where the weight of aircraft involved in an accident
ATLLLANT T A@CTATT A9°eT APID AS

CAD-CTALT 726 AARPD WICE WI8U-9°
ALAG® hdd- PONLA ANLSTT £CET NG +5T
@-0T oAl AANT::

€ heD PRLANT AMCTA? nNLt  hEngrd
nae 269° 03T Pt Co PPLav 9°Cavl.-
C7CHET ACLLNTS N91A@P  hhAg®  he @
ANA APH? £CET OteC NHY  ATPR
700 ArPR (8) Atmetet A1t A ooAR
AN

is more than 2,250 kilogram, the Bureau by notifying
the Minister, shall send the preliminary report to the
State of registry, the State Operator, the State of
Design, the State of Manufacture and to the
International Civil Aviation Organization within 30

days.

2/ Where the weight of aircraft involved in accident is
less than 2,250, the Bureau by notifying the Minister,
shall send the preliminary report to all States

RELTIMPNE LkP 7CT prescribed under sub-article (1) of this Article except

&/ PTIMPAL PI°Covd- L7°CT L4 hoo&lF
N&+  NCo® NA°Covl-  TiES LU
LAY Pttt POIMPAL LbP LTCET
AL CPCOA: 47°CE 09104 NhrA
NALI8IL  AF4L RS TP AA®-  hhA
N7.ATC LAhA::

the International Civil Aviation Organization.

21. Draft Final Reports

1/ Before releasing its final investigation report, the
Bureau shall, on a confidential basis send a copy of
the draft final report on its findings and any safety

€/ N7LovAhdF@- A1é-T avhhd\ ¢-HA° O9°9° T deficiencies that it has identified through the

haA  N0FPC PI°Covd- Lbd S7°CT AL
antee1 Pood0f LM X ¢7 ANF -

2/

Minister, to each Sate involved, and concerned
body.

The time limit for receiving comments shall

normally be 60 days, unless otherwise agreed by the
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3/ Where the Bureau receives comments within the
time limit specified under sub-article (2) of this
Article and considers the comment important, it
shall incorporate the comment before releasing the

final investigation report.

4/ In accordance with the provisions of the Annex 13,
the comment shall be appended unless it is included

in the final report.

22. Final Reports

1/ The Bureau shall complete the investigation as soon
as possible within 12 months and send its final
investigation report through the Minister to the

concerned bodies and publicize it.

2/ The Bureau shall not refrain from fully reporting on
aircraft accident investigation report because fault or

liability might be inferred from its findings.

23. Safety Recommendations

1/ The Bureau shall, at any stage of the aircraft accident
investigation, recommend to Civil Aviation Authority
and other concerned body, any preventative action
promptly to mitigate the risks upon which the safety

recommendations are based.

2/ The body to whom safety recommendation has been
issued shall, within 90 days after being notified,
inform the Bureau in writing the action taken on the

basis of the recommendation.

24. Re-opening of Investigations
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6/

Where new and significant evidence is available after
the investigation has been closed, the Bureau may re-
open investigation.
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PART SIX
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

25. Obligation of Police Force or Security Qrgan

The local police force or any authorized security organ is

duty bound to take control and preserve the accident
place and its surroundings including the accident aircraft,
its components, wreckage and related evidence until

the investigator in charge takes over and control it.

26. Offences
1/ Whosoever:

resist or otherwise obstructs the

a)  willfully

investigation of the Bureau; or

b)  knowingly took, damaged, concealed, altered
any property or evidence from the accident

aircraft body or from the accident site;

false or

¢) knowingly provides misleading

information for investigation or inquiry of the

Bureau, or

d) knowingly makes a false or misleading report
pursuant to Art 16 of this Proclamation;

shall be guilty and punishable with an imprisonment

not exceeding five years or with fine not exceeding

Birr 500,000 or both.

2/ Whosoever contravene the other provision of this
Proclamation or any regulation issued pursuant to
this Proclamation shall be guilty and punishable

with fine not exceeding Birr 400,000.
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€/ Lu0bd 2UTT APE AS MY AZPAR 700 27. Power to Issue Requlation and Directives
ATPR (8) oowld POM L3N ATTNLO9C 1/ The Council of Ministers may issue regulation
P CNLAT  ACHPTIS  LLEDTT PP necessary for the implementation of this
gl e ALOM LTAA:: Proclamation. o152

2/ The Ministry may issue directives containing rules

AZ.O1TACS 49701 CANTD T _ i
. and standards necessary for the implementation of

&/ POANA ANLTHT APE ®TC IFTE/ENSE WP this Proclamation and regulations issued pursuant
ME QY APE Hidd:: to sub-article (1) of this Article.

&/ hiv  APE 92C ¢7LPLT “TIEO9° 17 | 28 Repealed and Inapplicable Laws
L3N gvavl Pt FOMH @RI° C1AgoL hwi-C
MY APE Otoopink 180T AL LAYt
hL5LD-9°::

Ri.Lavi 0128 &390

2V APE T4A%N. hit ¢ E9C NaTeAg

AN ANST7 QA2ANT N9°Covlé- AL £A

meI°  PI°Covd- 4@ tmSE PTIMPAL

STCT PATLLINT DI 148 Of NCO-

TANG MY APE ool G470 P15

1/Article 88 of the Civil Aviation Proclamation No.
616/2008 is hereby repealed.

2/ No law, regulation, directive, order or practice shall,
in so far as it is inconsistent with this Proclamation,
be applicable with respect to matters provided for by

this Proclamation.

29. Transitory Provision

Any matter that is in the course of investigation or that
has been investigated and its final report not yet made by

the Civil Aviation Authority, on the date of entering into
A.LPE £21050T 11,

LU APE (4.L4AN 1241 JHM AP homnt
+7 BI°C 205 LIPGA::

force of this Proclamation, shall be transferred to the
Bureau and finalized in accordance with this
Proclamation.

30. Effective Date

This Proclamation shall enter into force on the date of

publication in the Federal Negarit Gazette.
%0 AND UPA & 7 ENE 9.9°

L/C ov-Ak tiav . .
Done at Addis Ababa, this 12™ day of July 2016

PATEXE bLUAT AT°NEOPP
STNAN TENASHF

MULATU TESHOME (DR.)

PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERAL
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