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COUNCIL OF MINISTERS REGULATION No. 193/2010

- COUNCIL OF MINISTERS REGULATION TO
PROVIDE FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF
THE ETHIOPIAN STANDARDS AGENCY

This Regulation is issued by the Council of Ministers in
accordance with Article S and 34 of the Definition of
Powers and Duties of the Executive Organs of the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia Proclamation No.
691/2010.

PART ONE
GENERAL
Short Title

This Regulation may be cited as the “Ethiopian
Standards Agency Establishment Council of Ministers
Regulation No. 193/2010”.

2. Definitions

In this Regulation, unless the context otherwise requires:

1/ ~“quality” means the general characteristics of
products or services which describe the level of
fulfillment of those direct and indirect requirements;

2/ *“quality promotion” means any activity performed
to improve the productivity and management
system of each stage of product and service through
the required quality objectives and conditions at
optimum resource utilization;
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“standard” means a document, developed by a
recognized body on the basis of consensus, that
provides, for common and repeated use, rules,
guidelines or characteristics for products and their
related processes or production methods and
includes packaging and labelling requirements;

“mandatory standard” means standard requirements
that shall be fulfilled by products and services;

“Ethiopian standard” means any standard approved
and announced by the Agency as a national
Ethiopian standard;

“national standard mark” means a mark given for
the substantiation that a product meets the
requirements of the relevant Ethiopian standard;

“product” means any industrially manufactured or
agricultural product; ‘

“service” means any work done for or to the
benefit of, and at the request of a recipient of

services and normally provided for remuneration;

“market surveillance” means a regulatory activity to
check whether products or services supplied to the
market meet the relevant standard requirements;

“publicize” means making standards available by
means of printing, electronic, photographic or any
other medium to those concerned bodies;

“conformity assessment” means a process of
assuring that specified standards and
requirements relating to product,
management system are complied with;

“conformity assessment body” means a body that

legal
service or

delivers certification, inspection or laboratory
testing service; ‘

“management. system” means a process employed
for attaining quality and productivity of an
organization;

*“national quality infrastructure” means a system

established for  standardization,
conformity assessment and accreditation;

metrology,

“certification” means a process of certifying on the
basis of conformity assessment findings;

“inspection” means examination of a product
design, product, process, service or installation and
determination of its conformity with specific
requirements or, on the basis of professional
judgement, with general requirements;
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17/ . “laboratory testing” means a test on whether or
not one or more conformity assessment
characteristics are in place through the use of
specified test procedures;

18/ “accreditation”  means  evaluation  and
certification of conformity assessment bodies
that they meet predefined competency
requirements;

19/ “Ministry” means the Ministry of Science and
Technology;

20/ “State” means any State referred to in Article
47(1) of the Constitution of the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia and includes
the Addis Ababa and Dire Dawa city
administrations; ‘

21/  “person” means any natural or juridical person;

22/ an‘}/? expression in the masculine gender
" includes the feminine.

PART TWO
THE ETHIOPIAN STANDARDS AGENCY
Establishment

1/ The Ethiopian Standards Agency (hereinafter the
“Agency”) is hereby established as an
autonomous federal government office having: its
own legal personality.

2/ The Agency shall be accountable to Ministry.

Head Office

The Agency shall have its head office in Addis Ababa
and may have branch offices elsewhere, as may be
necessary. »

Objectives
The Agency shall have the following objectives:

1/ to develop Ethiopian standards and establish a
system that enable to check weather goods and
services are in compliance with the required
standards;

2/ to facilitate the country’s technology transfer
through the use of standards;

3/  to develop national standards for local products
and services so as to make them competitive in
the international market.
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6. Powers and Duties

The Agency shall have the powers and duties to:

1/

2/

3/

4/

5/

6/

7/

8/

9/

10/

11/

12/

13/

14/

develop,  implement and  follow  up
standardization strategy for the purpose of
quality promotion activities which are in line
with the country’s developmental programs;

develop, through stakeholders involvement,
approve and publicize Ethiopian standards;

recognize any standard published by a national,
regional,  international or any  other
standardization body as Ethiopian standard, as
may be relevant;

establish national technical committees for the
purpose of developing Ethiopian standards and
determine their working guidelines;

determine the shape and content of the national
standard mark and authorize its use;

establish naticnal enquiry point and deliver
services ~on - standardization,  conformity
assessment guidelines and technical regulations;

develop and implement awareness creation
strategies for consumers on quality and
standards;

enable domestic industries to benefit from
technology transfers through providing technical
support, training and consultancy services in the
implementation of standards;

build the capability of companies through
technical support, training and consultancy
services for developing their own company
standards;

promote the use of technologies, in the
industries, which help to reduce polution and
wastage during production process;

work in collaboration with the concerned
national and international institutions to ensure
that technical regulations are developed in line
with world trade legal requirements;

undertake studies for the establishment of
national. quality award system and administer
same upon approval;

represent the country’s interest in international
forums regarding standards and follow up the
implementation of treaties to which Ethiopia is a

party;

work in cooperation = with the relevant
stakeholders to ensure the existence of an
integrated support for strengthening the national
quality infrastructure;



-
%
1y
=
™
=)

&/ NRLEPTF  HIE+
ot 1059
F°CICT7 1L :

At1NCS N7LeN
+HITE AT AR

1% A“LANTF- a1 01T Nao 32 77
N%.0N% +av3 aowlit PAININT PO
PoINNLA\

1%/ e3NLt AL PoolP?: @A PooPPA:
e N9° LaonONg PoohAn:

%/ 90?107 hIN ACILLh POLLS  ANT
+HOE +0¢TT PPN DT

PHENG AET
WEIND -

8/ NP PLLEPT  9°nC 0 (hHy N7A
“GORC N APHIA POLME)E

€/ Neo?0T P7LA9° K1 PGS ARLLNTCS
ATLANLALYIE °RTA TS SLLNTCE RS

F/ aANdALD WEtPF T
B¢ A::

. P£7°hC 0k A0AT

5/ 9°NC Nk AT hAF@ o3PS
AT AN AoNTH@ Neo 3t
PILNPar- ANAT .56 JA\::

g PAEING PS ALLNTCE PPNC Nk AOAS

Oché: SUGA::

£7°nc 0k 22AM9 +29C

nc Nt P9LhthAT AN 0T

J LAY o7 AR

5/ AEINO ANIEPR P9ePCATD7F Ndhuié-P
eTe1TS PLLEDT O e-tEPT7
£OL PO\

€  Ndué-P. PLLEPT ANTT NANIAEYTT

PMPT° CULINFOF FPCFF LONGA:

M€ Pthih hoLEPT  +HHIE+e-
POLPCNE ANISE PP MLI° POV PLLA
aoN4.CFT7 Nav19°19° £OL PO

0 NHY LM AMPX Z 100 aMX (D)
oWl t AALNT LLEPT AL WTEES
LLE PTIAT A@-PST POL PAE

&l REM0- 11iKY} £ aowlt
PO eOMT D3 aoavldPPF POL PA

I AN PERLh b9t AOAT PTLhAND-T
ANAS AEN@ ATLANTF@ AN 0-FT
PoLmPE PGP  +oo§FF Ao FIt
APCO PO PO

4l ANdAL P ALTIO-
- hoLEDPFT PRI

=
~—

PHCS A“The

£8  bufol-A 124 DR €TC IE Ptk T 47 EAL 9.9°.

Federal Negarit Gazeta_No. 13 February .10‘h 2011 Page 5701
m

15/ undertake research on the . development,
application and impacts of standards and related
issues;

.16/ charge fees for the services it renders in

_accordance with the rate determined by the
government;

17/ own property, enter into contracts, sue-and be
sued in its own name;

18/ carry out other related activities necessary for the
attainment of its objectives.

Organization of the Agency
The Agency shall have:

1/ a National Standardization Council (hereinafter
the “Council”,

2/ a Director General and, as may be necessary, a
Deputy Director General to be appointed by the
government, and -

3/ the neceééary staff.

Members of the Council

1/ Members of the Council shall be drawn form the
appropriate government and other bodies and be
designated by the government.

2/ “The Director ‘General of the Agency shall be
member and secretary of the Council.

Powers and Duties of the Council

The Council shall have the powers and duties to:

1/ approve the national quality and standardization
strategy proposed by the Agency;

2/~ determine products for which use of the national
standard mark shall be mandatory;

3/ examine and approve mandatory and optional
- standard requirements - proposed by national
technical committees;

4/° approve the' recognition: of other standards as
Ethiopian standards pursuant to sub-article (3) of
' Article 6 of this Regulation;

5/ approve directives to be issued by the Agency
pursuant to this Regulation;

6/ submit for approval of the government the
allowances to be paid to national technical
committee members and the rate of fees to be
charged for the services of the Agency;

7/ establish sectoral advisory committees as may be

necessary.
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Meetings of the Council

1/ The Council shall meet as frequently as its
functions require.

2/ There shall be a quorum when more than half of
the members of the Council are present at any
meeting.

3/ Decisions of the Council shall be made by
majority votes; in case of a tie, the Chairperson
shall have a casting vote.

4/ Without prejudice to the provisions of this
Article the Council may adopt its own rules of
procedure.

Powers and Duties of the Director General

1/ The Director General shall be the chief executive
officer of the Agency and shall direct and
administer the activities of the Agency.

2/ Without limiting the generality stated under sub-
article (1) of this Article, the Director General
shall:

a) exercise the powers and duties of the
Agency specified under Article 6 of this
Regulation;

b) employ and admmlster employees of the
Agency in accordance with the federal civil
service laws and, in the case of employees
with rare skills, in accordance with
directives approved by the government
following the basic principles of the federal
civil service laws;

c) prepare the work programs and budgets of
the Agency and implement same upon
approval;

d) effect expenditures in accordance with the
approved budget for @e Agency;

e) represent the Agency in its dealings with
third parties;

f)  prepare and submit to the Ministry the
performance and financial reports of the
Agency.

3/ The Director General may delegate part of his
powers and duties to other officials and
employees of the Agency to the extent necessary
for the efficient performance of the activities of
the Agency.

Budget
The Agency's budget shall be allocated by the
government.

Books of Accounts

1/ The Agency shall keep complete and accurate
books of accounts.

2/ The books of accounts and financial documents of
the Agency shall be audited annually by the
Auditor General or by auditors designated by him.
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PART THREE
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

14. National Standard Mark

15.

1/

2/

3/

4/

5/

The use of the national standard mark with
respect to any product shall require the holding
of a permit issued by the Agency upon
ascertaining the conformity of the product to the
relevant Ethiopian standard by an authorized
conformity assessment body.

Any person authorized to use the national
standard mark shall use the mark only for those
products specified in the permit.

The Agency shall keep a register showing
descriptions of persons authorized to use the
national standard mark, and the register shall be
open to the public.

Any permit holder shall display his permit within
his business premises at a conspicuous place and
in such a manner that it shall be easily visible.

The conditions of issuance, renewal, suspension
and revocation of permits for the use of the
national standard mark, the manner of its use,
and grievance handling procedures in relation
thereto shall be prescribed by directive to be
issued by the Agency.

Measures to be Taken by Law Enforcement Bodies

1/ The

federal

enforcement bodies are hereby given the powers:

relevant and regional law

a) to prohibit the import or export of products
subject to mandatory use of the national
fulfilment of

mandatory standard requirements without

standard mark or the

the use of the national standard mark or the
’the
fulfilment of the mandatory standard

presentation of certification for

requirements;

b)  to undertake market surveillance and take
control measures to ensure the conformity
of products and services with the relevant

mandatory standard requirements;
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17.

18.

c) in the case of products seized due to their
failure to conform with the relevant
mandatory  standard  requirements, to
authorize their re-introduction to the market
after taking the necessary corrective
measures or to decide the manner of their
disposal where corrective measures are not
possible and that they may entail a threat to
the health or safety of consumers; and

d) to engage the services of reliable conformity
assessment bodies to ascertain whether or not
products and services available in the market

the requirements

declared by their suppliers or to that of the

conform to standard

quality marks of conformity assessment
bodies they are using, and disclose the
findings thereof to the public through the
mass media.

2/ Any concerned person shall have the duty to
cooperate with the law enforcement bodies in
exercising their powers under this Article.

Effectiveness of Regulations

The provisions of the Standard Mark and Service Fee
Council of Ministers Regulation No. 13/1990 shall, in
so far as they are not inconsistent with this Regulation,
continue in force until replaced by new regulations.

Transfer of Rights and Obligations

The rights and obligations of the Quality and Standard
Authority of Ethiopia other than those relating to
metrology and the rights and obligations of the body
known as the Ethiopian Cleaner Production Centre are

hereby transferred to the Agency.

Effective Date

This Regulation shall enter into force on up on the
date of publication in the Federal Negarit Gazeta.

Done at Addis Ababa, this 10 ® day of February ,
2011.

MELES ZENAWI

PRIME MINISTER OF THE‘ FEDERAL
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA
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