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COUNCIL OF MINISTERS REGULATION No. 273 /2012

COUNCIL OF MINISTERS REGULATION ON
TRADEMARK REGISTRATION AND PROTECTION

This Regulation is issued by the Council of Ministers
pursuant to Article 5 of the Definition of Powers and Duties
of the Executive Organs of the Federal Democratic Republic
of Ethiopia Proclamation No. 691/2010 and Article 47 of the
Trademark Registration and Protection Proclamation No.
501/2006.

PART ONE

GENERAL

1.  Short Title
This Regulation may be cited as the "Trademark
Registration and Protection Council of Ministers
Regulation No. 273/2012".

2. Definitions

In this Regulation, uniess the context otherwise

requires:

1/ “Proclamation” means the Trademark
Registration and Protection  Proclamation
No0.501/2006;

2/ the definitions provided for under Article 2 of the
Proclamation shall also be applicable to t}\is
Regulation;

3/ *“Office’” means the Ethiopia Intellectual
Property Office;
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4/  “agent” means a trademark agent registered by

the Office in accordance with this Regulation;

5/ “registration owner” means a person who has

registered a trademark with the Office;

6/  “use of a trademark” means attaching the
trademark to the goods or packaging or labeling
of the goods, displaying the trademark closely
associated with the goods, placing the trademark
in advertising or promotional material for the
goods or services, or in any other way
establishing a relationship between the

trademark and the goods or the services;

7/ “publish” means publication in the Intellectual
Property Gazette or a newspaper having
nationwide circulation or by means of uploading

at the Office web site;-
8/  “person” means any natural or legal person;

9/ any expression in the masculine gender includes

the feminine.

PART TWO
COMMUNICATING WITH THE OFFICE

Written Communications

1/ Any communication with the Office shail be in

writing.

2/ The Office's action shall be based exclusively
on the written records in the Office. Oral
understandings, stipulations and communic-

ations may n.>t be binding upon the©Office.

Language for Documents

1/ Any document filed with the Office forming
part of an application for registration of a
trademark or any proceedings in the Office shall

be in the Amharic or English language.

2/ Any document that is in a language other than
Ambharic or English shall be accompanied by a

translation into Amharic or English.
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The Office may refuse to accept any translation
which, in its opinion, is inaccurate and return
the document to the applicant for correction.

Where a document contains a word in characters
other than Amharic or Latin, the Office may
require a transliteration or translation of such
‘word and the statement regarding a
transliteration or translation shall state the
language to which the word belongs and shall
be signed by the applicant or the applicant’s
agent. '

S.  Addressing Communications and Identification of
Subject Matter '

1/

2/

3/

4/

Any written communication with the Office
shall properly express the name and address of -
the Office.

A written communication shall, as may be
appropriate, identify the trademark, the name
and address of the applicant, the filing date, the
application or the proceeding number, the
registration owner, the registration number and
the registration date.

The Office may return to the sender any
document that does not comply with sub-article
(1) and (2) of this Article.

If a document returned pursuant to Article 4 (3)
of this Regulation or sub-article (3) of this
Article is rectified and re-submitted to the
Office:

a)  within 30 days from the date of return, it
skl be treated as received on its former
date of submission; or

b) after a delay of more than 30 days, it shall
be treated as received on the actual date of
re-submission.

6.  Receipt and Marking of Documents

1/

2/

The Office shall stamp the date and hour of

| receipt on a document that is filed and

acknowledge receipt of same.

When the Office accepts the filing of docume{ts
by means of the electronic media in accordance
with directive issued for such purpose, the time
and date of receipt registered by the electronic
device shq]I be considered the official time and
date of receipt of the document by the Office.
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3/ The Office shall assign a reference number to an
application it receives and mark each document
constituting the application with the assigned

reference number.

4/ The reference number assinged to an application
under sub-article (3) of this Article shall be
referred to in all subsequent communications

concerning the application.

Filling Documents by Mail

1/ A document sent to the Office via express and
registered postal mail five days before the
expiry. of a specified deadline shall be
considered as being timely filed despite it is
received by the Office after the deadline.

2/ The provision of sub-article (1) of this Article
may not apply with regard to the application for

registration and renewal of trademarks.

Documents not Returnable

1/ Unless expressly provided in the Proclamation,
this Regulation or directive issued by the Office,
documents submitted to the Office may not be
returned; provided, however, that copies of
same document may be given upon written
request and payment of the applicable fee.

2/ Any person who has submitted an original
document to the Office may take back the
original one by replacing the copy thereof.

PART THREE
APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION OF
TRADEMARK

Submission of Application

An application for registration of a trademark shall be
accompanied by the following documents in addition
to those specified under Article 8 of the Proclamation:

1/ if the applicant is a legal person, copy of the
certificate of its registration and evidence
authorizing the person who has signed the
application to represent the legal person;

2/ if the application is filed through an agent, the
certificate of registration of the agent and a duly
authenticated power of attorney;
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10.

11.

12.

3/ a brief written description of pictures, if the
trademark is pictorial or includes pictorial

elements;

4/  where the trademark contains characters other
than Ambharic or Latin, or numerical expressions
other than Ambharic, Arabic or Latin numerals
their transliteration into Ambharic or Latin

- characters and Arabic numerals;

5/ if the applicant claims a combination of colors
as a trademark or distinctive feature of the
trademark, three copies of the trademark in
color and the explanation that the applicant
claims a combination of color as the trademark
or as a distinctive feature, which includes a
description of position of appearance of each

color in the trademark.

Application for Registration of Collective

Trademark

An application to be submitted for the registration of a
shall,
specified under Article 9 of this Regulation, be

collective trademark in addition to those

accompanied by two copies of a statute governing the

use of the trademark.

Graphical Representation of Trademark

1/ The graphical representation of a trademark
shall be

trademark used or intended to be used in

the exact representation of the
connection with the applicant’s goods or
Services. :

2/ If the application is lodged in accordance with
Article 13 of this Regulation seeking priority,
the graphical representation shall be the exact
representation of the trademark as it appears in
the registration certificate of a trademark duly
registered in the country of origin of the

applicant.

Amendment of Application

1/ An applicant may request the Office in writing
at any time before the issuance of notice of
acceptance for registration and publicatié)n for
call of opposition under Article 25(1) of this

Regulation to amend his application.
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2/ An application submitted under sub-article (1)
of this Article shall be rejected if the

amendment:

a) sﬁbstantially alters the character or
pictorial representation of the trademark
shown in the original application; or

b) is to make additions in the list of goods or
services included in the original
application.” '

3/ Any applicant dissatisfied with the decision of
the Office on rejection of application in
accordance with sub-article (2)(a) of this Article, .
may appeal to the court having jurisdiction within
60 days after the receipt of the decision.

13. Priority Right
For the purposes of establishing priority right in
accordance with Article 10 of the Proclamation, the
date an earlier application filed in a foreign country
shall be treated as the date an application submitted to
the Office for registration of a trademark if:

1/ the earlier application was duly filed in a
country that is a party to the Paris Convention
for the Protection of Industrial Property or in a
country that grants a right of priority to an
applicant that has equivalent effect to the right
of priority provided for by the Paris Convention;
and

2/ the applicant submits to the Office, within 90
days from the filing date of the application for
registration of the trademark, a certified copy of
the earlier application or a priority certificate
issued by the country where the previous
application was filed.

~

PART FOUR
EXAMINATION OF APPLICATION

14. Formality Examination

1/ The Office shall, undertake formality
examination on the application submitted to
verify its compliance with the requirements of
Article 8 of the Proclamation and Article 9 of
this Regulation.
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Where the Office finds that the requirements of
Article 8 of the Proclamation and Article 9 of

this Regulation are not fulfilled, it shall notify
the applicant, in writing, to file the necessary

_ correction within 90 days from the date of the

notification.

If the applicant does not file the required
correction within the time limit, the Office shall
rejecf the application and the applicant shall
forfeit the fees paid, if any.

Where the Office finds that the requirements of
Article 8 of the Proclamation and Article 9 of
this fulfilled, it shall

acknowledge, by a notice to the applicant,

Regulation are

acceptance of the application for examination.

15. Index of Pending Applications

1/

2/

16.

1/

The Office shall prepare and maintain an Index

of pending applications which meet the

formality requirements pursuant to Article 14 of

this Regulation.

The Index shall include:

a)  the name and address of each applicant;

b) a description or reproduction of each
applied-for mark;

c) the goods or services each application
covers and their classification number;

d) th. date and time when each application
was filed; and

e) the number that the Office assigned to

each application.

Substantive Examination

The Office shall conduct substantive
examination on the application for registration

of a trademark to decide on:

a) eligibility of the trademark for registration
in accordance with Article 5 of the
Proclamation; or

b) refusal of registration in accordance with

Article 6 or Article 7 of the Proclamation.
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2/ The substantive examination of an application
under sub-article (1) of this Article shall be
carried out:

a) by evaluating the trademark in accordance
with the directive issued by the Office for
such purpose; and '

b) through search of the records of the Office
for registered trademarks and pending
applications.

3/ Any person, before filing an application for

registration of a trademark, may apply for
search to know whether the trademark applied
for is registered or not upon payment of the fee
préscribed in the Schedule attached hereto.

Applications for Registration of Similar Trademarks

When two or more applications are submitted to the
Office on the same day for the registration of similar
trademarks for identical or similar goods or services
and there is no priority right applicable to any of
them:

1/ the Office may treat the trademark used in
.Ethiopia first as an earlier trademark for the
purpose of Article 7 of the Proclamation; or

2/ if neither trademark has been used in Ethiopia,
the trademark applied first in terms of time shall
be treated as an earlier trademark for the
purpose of Article 7 of the Proclamation.

Action of the Office

If the Office, as the result of the findings of the
substantive examination:

1/ requires the applicant to satisfy certain
—additional requirements in accordance with

Article 5 of the Proclamation; or

2/ concludes that the trade mark is inadmissible for
registration pursuant to Article 6 or 7 of the
Proclamation;

it shall notify same to the applicant, in writing,

together with the reasons thereof.

Response to Action of the Office

1/ The applicant shall respond to the Office within
90 days from the date of receipt of the notice in
accordance with Article 18 of this Regulation.
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20.

21.

2/

3/

The applicant in his response may:

a) take proper measure to satisfy the
sf)eciﬁed additional requirements or to
the grounds

overcome impeding the

registration; or

b) request amendment to the application,
subject to the limitation provided for in
this Regulation, with a view to taking the
measures referred to in paragraph (a) of

this sub-article.

The Office shall re-examine the application

upon receipt of the applicant’s response.

Extension of Time to Respond

1/

2/

3/

The time limit stipulated in Article 19 of this
Regulation may be extended, if the applicant
requests, in writing, by providing sufficient
reasons for the extension before the expiry of
the time limit and upon payment of the fee
prescribed in the Schedule attached hereto. ‘

The time limit may be extended, pursuant to
sub-article (1) of this Article, for a period of
consecutive 90 days following the expiry of the
applicable response period; provided, however,
that such extension may not be allowed for more
than twice.

The Office shall notify its decision to the
applicant in writing whether the extension is
granted or not.

Rejection of Application

1/

2/

34

~An apyication for registration of a trademark

shall be rejected by the Office if the re-
examination of the application upon receipt of
the applicant's response under Article 19 of this
Regulation shows that the applicant fails to fully
satisfy the specified additional requirements or
impeding the

to overcome the grounds

registration.

Decision of the Office under sub-article (1) of
this Article shall be communicated to the
apﬁlicant in writing stating the reasons for the
rejection.

Any applicant whose application for registration
of a trademark is rejected may appeal to the
court having jurisdiction within 60 days from
receipt of the decision of the Office.
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Applicant Action after Rejection

Prior to the expiry of the period of appeal on the
rejection, the applicant may take measures to satisfy
the outstanding requirements or overcome the grounds
impeding the registration or amend the application to

take such measures.

Abandoned Application

1/ The Office

abandoned if:

shall treat an application as

a) the applicant expressly withdraws the
application by a written notice at any time

during the proceeding;

b) the applicant fails to respond to the
decision of the Office before the expiry of
the response period or authorized

extension or to take measures to fully

satisfy outstanding requirements or to
overcome grounds impeding registration
or amend the application with a view to

taking such measures;

c) the applicant fails to appeal to the court
having jurisdiction against the decision of
the Office before the expiry of the appeal

period; or
d) the applicant’s appeal is unsuccessful.

2/ When the application is abandoned, the Office
shall mark the file “ABANDONED” and place

it in the records of abandoned files.

Exclusion from Being Examiner

Any person assigned by the Office to examine an
application for registration of a trademark shall, on his
own initiative or upon the request of the applicant or
be excluded from

any other interested party,

exercising his function where, he:
1/ is a close relative of the applicant or his agent;

2/ has an interest in the application for registration

of the trademark; or

3/ has such other kinds of relations with the
applicant or his agent that might influence the

impartial examination of the application.
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heA A0t PART FIVE
P37L AT H1Y hAae P @ OPPOSITION TO REGISTRATION OF
. TRADEMARK

BE. f1I% FAht AP Ak aoT) DATINOF 25. Notification of Eligibility of Trademark for

Ahé T bt 9QaohhF ePLNAT PF9L P°ANT:- Registration

If the Office determines that the trademark applied for
is eligible for registration following:

8/ QLY LN KPR 1L ORI KibX TH(T)
awlt P1LLT 9°Covit ORI £I71

g°Cavd-yi @L9° 1/ the examination or re-examination of the
- application in accordance with Article 17 or
&/ AN PPe  oNLCHTFD  ovf (oot Article 19(3) of this Regulation; or

ATITINT. T ATIND: Wikdd CU 2/ the measures taken by the applicant to fully

FWISETT ATIM@IX hovdT OHY L7 satisfy the outstanding requirements or to
W& K& aowlt CONSTE ) RCIRPT overcome the grounds impeding the registration
+hhae ATCHI N PS W1 0372 °Aht pursuant to Article 22 of this Regulation;
A PDI° Té hitaot TINIEHS avphFa- it shall arrange for publication of the trademark for
ATPHING AP D9° Té +P0LTT hI8AD Ahao opposition and notify the applicant the acceptance of

the application for registration purpose and
publication for call of opposition.

e 29A0P Aot

8% PtP@ T¢ TINFOLS MATio-at 26. Publication of Notice for Call of Opposition
Bl RndA k- 1/ The-Office shall publish, at the expense of the
U)  PhavAnEd N9°G ALEA: applicant pursuant to Article 12 of the
, Proclamation, a notice for call of opposition to

A) I PANET ONR oo N the registration of the trademark that includes:

h)  TmAhF@ PUINES T 6FPT LT a) the applicant’s name and address;

KNIATDNFT AG £9°20 ETLT@}i b) the graphic representation of the
trademark;

o)  RILATN: “JooAhFa- M. PUINTD

+ DL ?4’8_‘"1.'1'7‘ ool #51 c) the goods or services the application

covers and their classification number;

w)  PMavhhF@-) RTC! d) the filing date of the application or right of

2) POTE  +mPoly 3 ooVt PAaOMPP priority date, as may be appropriate;

a0, FOATH WPy LUIHT RS €)
f) the disclaimer, if any; and

the application number;

0)  AaoANE @h hAa: (9°G h&é-Aa-}:
g) the name and the address of the

et €372 AR NN PP applicant’s agent, if applicable.

NSC WIZPCA OAPE WK 1§ oowld 2/ If the applicant fails to pay the amount of
NhaoAWT o, 12 Té TNIOLs money required to cover the expenses of
LATTIN:: . publishing the notice for call of opposition,

within 60 days from the date of receipt referred

¢ 0 . . B2 Oufe g
& hovdE LY LM WIPR RL Orovantar to in Article 25 of this Regulation, the

NS OLe NLLOND T ¢G5 o-nT ¢ Par application for registration of the trademark
Té NS OLLat TIN191E hovhé.A oo shall be considered as abandoned and be treated
hFm-y wittom +HTC PHY LN AreR in accordance with Article 23(2) of this
Rii(€) £7190 1447 LUINIA:: Regulation.

27. Opposition to Registration of Trademark

#7. P17% ARt UG DAce 2@

GOACHIN PHON@F P PANT Ao @9 1/ Any person who intends to oppose the registration

PIL4AT V@9 M@ NR ML Mk AN
M7 ¢TrHIE@ ) PR Novov-Ad O4Sar°
MaophF TIPLAN LTAAN:

of a trademark may submit his statement of
opposition to the Office by filling the form
prescribed by the Office for such purpose.
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The shall be

accompanied by the following:

statement  of  opposition

a) .evidences supporting the grounds of
opposition;

b)  proof of payment of the prescribed fee;

c) if the party opposing the registration is a
legal person, copy of the certificate of its
registration and ‘evidence authorizing the
person who has signed the statement of
opposition to represent the legal person;

d) if the statement of opposition is filed
through an agent, the certificate of
registration of the agent and a duly
authenticated power of attorney.

28. Time for Filing Opposition

1/

2/

3/

A statement of opposition shall be submitted
within 60 days from the date of publication of
the notice for call of opposition.

The Office may extend the time of filing a
statement of opposition for additional 60 days if
the applicant submits written application for
extension before expiry of the time specified in
sub-article (1) of this Article upon payment of
the fee stipulated in the Schedule attached
hereto.

The Office shall communicate to the applicant
the extension of time for filing opposition
granted under sub-article (2) of this Article.

29. Decision on Opposition

1/

2/

3/

The Office shall send to the applicant the copy
of the statement of opposition and documents
accompanying the statement of opposition
within 30 days from the date of filing the
statement of opposition.

The Office shall notify the applicant with the
period fixed for submitting response to the
opposition in accordance with Article 13(3) of
the Proclamation. Such period may not be less
than 90 days from the date the applicant is
served with the copy of the statement of
opposition in accordance with sub-article (1) of
this Article.

If the applicant fails to respond within the time -
limit specified under sub-article (2) of this
Article, the application for registration of the
trademark shall be considered as abandoned and
be treated in accordance with Article 23(2) of
this Regulation.
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31.

Federal Negarit Gazette No. 10 December 24™ 2012 Page 6690

4/  The Office shall render its decision on the
opposition pursuant to Article 13(4) of the
Proclamation within 90 days from the date of
filing the response to the opposition.

S/ The decision of the Office shall be effective if
neither of the parties appealed to the court
having jurisdiction in accordance with Article
30 of this Regulation.

Appeal

Any party dissatisﬁed with the decision of the Office
with regard to an opposition to the registration of
trademark may, within 60 days from receipt of the
decision, appeal to the court having jurisdiction in
accordance with Article 17(2) of the Proclamation.

PART SIX
REGISTRATION PROCEDURE

Registration of Trademark

1/ The Office shall, if no opposition is filed or is
successful, send notice to the applicant stating
the eligibility of the trademark for registration
and requesting payment of the fee stipulated in
the Schedule attached hereto.

2/ The Office may, in the notice referred to in sub-
article (1) of this Article, include a request, as a
condition of registration, that the applicant
disclaim any exclusive right to the elements in
the trademark that are not eligible for protection
pursuant to Article 5(3) of the Proclamation.

3/ The Ofiice shall register the trademark if the
applicant, within 90 days after being served with
the notice referred to in sub-article (1) of this
Article:

a)  pays the appropriate fee; and

b) accepts the disclaimer requested pursuant
to sub-article (2) of this Article.

4/  If the applicant fails to pay the appropriate fee
or to accept the condition of disclaimer, within
the time limit prescribed under sub-article (3) of
this Article, the application for registration of
the trademark shall be considered as abandoned
and be treated in accordance with Article 23(2)
of this Regulation.
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ag. PN PPONC @idT 32. Certificate of Registration
8/ ZhéT 0t MMV LM AIPR G aowlt 1/ The Office shall issue a certificate of
P37%  ARTT  RAIRooHIN AhooANTE registration to the applicant upon registering a
P7OHIN P9ONNC DLdT ROAMPA:: trademark pursuant to Article 31 of this
g 0NV AR 100 AIPX (8) oowlit PULAT Regulation.
PIOUIN FPONC @LeT COLhtATT STt 2/ A certificate of registration to be issued
hant:- pursuant to -sub-article (1) of this Article shall
U) O PAhET PR include the following:
A) PIHINDF 3G €TCi a)  reproduction of the trademark;
d)  PAALET A9°F ARG BT b) the registration date and number;
a0) ALK “YoodhFo- . PPN c) the owner’s name, address and nationality;
+3 @LI° P8t oo PhE { .
; d) the filing date of the application or right of _
w) PHM PPLAKSTFo? 0PPT 0L priority date, as the case may be;
AININPT AS PP°LA0 T T@-7:
0 UG KPR POLELOFT NS e? the goods or' servif:es fhe registration
covers and their classification number; -
0)  hooAWE oOhdh hA@ 09°G AN
@3 RS f)  the validity period of the registration;
d)  PNFEF +mPoLit oot PAOMPP g) ° the name and address of applicant’s agent,
ao)Asw, +ATH hP1 LUTr:: if any; and
aF. °H1% hA“1h0P h)  any disclaimer.
&/ Rnét 0k OHV L3N AR @€ (€) | 33.  Notification of Registration
Wt (7HING- PFONC oL+t bl 1/ The Office shall, in accordance with Article 16
HéT oolBPTF IC +avAAL PP aolBPTF . . o
of the Proclamation, notify the registration
PPHS P17 PAhEk  P4ooHIN  AAGOVPT- Hich contai " .
POLIAK PIOHIN NI DEE NAPE AIPR w |ch con a.ms s.ame in c;r‘ma ion :s i dappea.rs
% aowed RIAOM PRCIA:: on .t e reglstratlo.n certi 1c'ate referred to in
. . Article 32 (2) of this Regulation.
€ NXhétT 0t ProoHNN@ P37 AMT _
ALY 2UF ® PART WL PPAhE IC 2/ The owner o{ a tr.a(.iemark reglstigred'by the
NPCOT +LRIN ABEAAL NOILLT PIIL Office may publicize the registration by
AN oo i) TINFPOP L TFAN:: displaying the trademark in close association
with the symbol ®.
@a. 9°t+h P7°HI0 FORC @i+t hAoehmt 34. Substitute Certificate of Registration
sl eI 9"""?’7' °HI0  PPANC @it 1/ Where a certificate of registration is lost or
em401 @@9° e4AGNT  fSHIN ANt damaged, the registration owner may apply to
o1 P9PANC @LbT RWIRAM@- ALooAnT the Office for issuance of a substitute certificate.
LFAA 2/ The Office shall, upon publication of notice, at
g AMéT Nk DAME@  PIPANC  @ldT the expense of the applicant, with regard to a
NhaoAWE oen, 20T ot (710t 0L lost certificate or the return of a damaged
eH0AN@ PI°ONC @LbT RWiBRooAh N91LL7 certificate, and upon payment of the fee
AS hhv &M 2C N+HELPHD wiIMHr prescribed in the Schedule attached hereto, issue
PlaoAht@F 1H9:¢ N°70hé.A 9°Th PI°HIN a substitute certificate which contains the
PI°NNC @i+ T LAMA:: information stated in the previously issued
certificate.
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37.

38.
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Register of Trademarks

1/ The Office shall organize and maintain a
Registe} of Trademarks.

2/ The Office shall enter in the Register information
about:

a) trademarks registered by the Office;

b) renewed, aménded, canceled and

invalidated trademark registrations; and

c) transfer of ownership and license contracts

concerning registered trademarks.

3/ Apart from other additional information the
Office enters in the Register of Trademarks as
the this

Regulation, information about a registered mark

provided by Proclamation and

in the Register of Trademarks shall be the same

as shown on the certificate of registration.

Classification System for Trademarks

The Office shall register trademarks ‘in accordance
with the applicable international classification of
goods and services with respect to registration of

marks.

PART SEVEN
RENEWAL AND AMENDMENT OF
REGISTRATION OF TRADEMARK

Submission of Application for Renewal

An application to renew the registration of a trademark
shall be submitted to the Office, within the time limit
specified in Article 25(3) of the Proclamation, by filling
the form prescribed by the Office for such purpose and
shall be accompanied with proof of payment of the
appropriate application fee.

Acceptance or Refusal of Renewal Request

1/ If the Office, upon examination of an
application for renewal, finds it acceptable, it
shall, upon payment of the fee stipulated in the
Schedule attached hereto, renew the registration
of a trademark and issue certificate of renewal
to the registration owner.

2/ If the Office finds that an application for
renewal is incomplete or incorrect, it shall
refuse the renewal and notify the registration
owner of such refusal and the reasons for
refusal.
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3/

39.
1/

2/

Amendment of Registration

40.
1/

The Office shall, after renewal, publish notice of
the renewal which shall contain the same
information as it appears on the renewal
certificate.

Relinquishment of Registration

The registration of a trademark shall be deemed
to be relinquished on the expiry of its period of
validity if the registration owner fails:

a) to timely file an application of renewal or
to effect the applicable fee;

b) to #lly satisfy the conditions for
accejance of the application for renewal
specified in the notice referred to in
Article 38(2) of this Regulation within 90
days from receipt of the notice; or

c) to obtain a decision of the court having
jurisdiction that reverses the decision of
the Office upon lodging an appeal within
60 days from receipt of the notice referred
to in Article 38(2) of this Regulation.

The Office may grant an extension period of
additional 90 days to fully satisfy the conditions
for acceptance of the application for renewal
specified in the notice referred to in Article -
38(2) of this Regulation, if the registration
owner:

a) files a written request, prior to the expiry
of the period specified under sub-article
(1)(b) of this Article, for additional time
extension that shows, to the satisfaction of
the Office, good cause for the failure to
take the required action within the
specified period; and

b) pays the fee stipulated in the Schedule
attached hereto.

An amendment to the registration of a

. trademark may be allowed:

a)  to correct a mistake in the registration;

b) to cancel speciied goods or services and
their classification number covered by the
registration;

c) toregister a disclaimer; or

d} to make other minor changes in ,the
registration.
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2/

3/

4/

An amendment of the
registration of a trademark shall be submitted to

the Office by filling a form prescribed by the

application for

Office for such purpose and accompanied by:

a)  proof of payment of the fee stipulated in
the Schedule attached hereto, except in the
case of an amendment to correct a mistake
caused by the fault of the Office;

b) in the case of amending the trademark,
three copies of a graphical representation
of the amended version; and

c) the original certificate of registration.

If the Office, upon examining the application,
finds that the proposed
appropriate, it shall enter the changes in the
Trademark Register and issue to the registration
owner a new certificate of registration based on
the amendment; provided, however, that if the
amendment is to correct a mistake in the
registration, the amended registration shall have
the same force and effect as if it had been
originally registered in the corrected form.

amendment is

The Office shall publish notice of amendment of
registration which contains same information as
it appears on the certificate of registration
referred to in sub-article (3) of this Article.

Amendment of Statutes Governing Use of Collective

Trademark

1/

The Office shall review amendments to the
statutes governing the use of a collective
trademark filed for registration pursuant to
Article 22(1) of the Proclamation and determine
whether the amendments contain any provision
contrary to public order or nﬁorality.

Publication of the amendments pursuant to
Article 22(2) of the Proclamation shall contain:

a) the name of the owner of the registered
collective trademark;

b) the collective trademark;

c) the goods or services covered by the
collective trademark;

d) the registration number and date;
e) acopy of the amended statutes; and

f)  the time limit for filing opposition and
observations; that
such period may not be less than 60 days
from the publication date.

provided, however,
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42.

of the decision.

PART EIGHT

RENUNCIATION, CANCELLATION AND

INVALIDATION OF REGISTRATION

An application for registration of renunciation
of right on a registered trademark pursuant to
Article 34(1) of the Proclamation shall be
submitted by filling a form prescribed by the

If the trademark has been transferred by license
contract and such transfer is entered into the
Register of Trademarks, the appli-cation referred
to in sub-article (1) of this Article shall,
pursuant to Article 34(2) of the Proclamation, be
accompanied by the written declaration of the
licensee consenting to the renunciation.

Cancellation or Invalidation of Registration

An application requesting the cancellation or
invalidation of registration of a trademark
pursuant to Article 35 or Article 36 of the
be made in the form
prescribed by the Office for such purpose and be
accompanied by supporting documents and

proof of payment of the fee stipulated by the

Renunciation of Right
1/
Office for such purpose.
2/
1/
Proclamation shall
Schedule attached hereto.
2/

The Office shall send to the registration owner
the application and supporting documents
submitted to it in accordance with sub-article (1)
of this Article together with a notice stating the
time limit for submission of a reply; provided,
however, that such time limit may not be less
than 60 days from the date of receipt of the

notice.
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limit prescribed in sub-article (2) of this Article.
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6/ Copies of the decision of the Office rendered
¥ OHY KPR 0N AKPR (D) L9 (%) pursuant to sub-article (4) or (5) of this Article
awld (RKET Nl Pram @Ay PP shall be sent to the registration owner and, as
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PIHINGD cowlH MLI° 4.4-T aotP) (7L a notice of the cancellation or invalidation of the

PANPT WM WIZWECS 190 b registration shall be entered into the Register of

S RIBMN) 0L ‘ Trademarks and shall be published.

2 PART NINE
hen Mg TRANSFER OF OWNERSHIP AND LICENSE
AAMALFIF oo tAAE NS DALSE @A CONTRAGT
30. POAMTIT aoHAART RS PLPL @AY 44. Registration of Transfer of Ownership or License

NAgoao I Contract
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MR 4P @NY A%NNooHIN L2.4¢CAN ownership or license contract of a registered
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+8G hHv £330 2C 0MHLLHD  wiimeAr agreement or the license contract and proof of
P1ofNa  hef ovdRAovy  helLLONT payment of the applicable fee prescribed in the
TINCE IC LRI aoPLA hANT: Schedule attached hereto.
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The Office shall, upon receipt of duly completed
the
Trademarks information containing at least the

application, enter into Register of
following particulars and publish notice of the

registration:

a)  the full name, address and the nationality
of the transferee or the licensee;

b) the list of goods or services and their
classification subject to the ownership

transfer or license contract;

c) the g ' graphic area where the trademark
is to be used in accordance with the

transfer agreement or license contract;

d) date of registration of the transfer or
license contract.

If the transfer of ownership or license contract is
for pnly certain goods or services covered by the
registration of the trademark, the Office shall
issue a new certificate of registration to the-
transferee or an evidence to the licensee by
listing the goods or services covered by the
transfer or license contract.

45. Registration of Cancellation of License Contract

1/

2/

the
cancellation of a license contract of a registered

An application for registration  of
trademark shall be made by filling the form
prescribed by the Office for such purpose and be
accompanied by a copy of the document
cancelling the license contract and proof of
payment of the applicable fee prescribed in the
Schedule attached hereto.

The Office shall, upon receipt of duly completed
application, enter into the Register of
Trademarks information about the cancellation
of the license contract and publish notice of

cancellation of the registration.

PART TEN

DIVISION, MERGER AND SERIES OF MARKS

46. Division of Application

1/

An applicant may file a request, at any time
before the registration of a trademark, using the
form prescribed by the Office for such purpoSe,
for a division of his application into two or more

separate applications.
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2/ The applicant shall indicate for each division the

specification of goods or services.

3/ Each divisional application shall be treated as a
separate application for registration with the

same filing date as the original application.

4/  Where the request to divide an application is

filed after publication of the application, any

opposition to the original application shall apply
\

to each divisional application.

Merger of Separate Applications

1/ An applicant who has made separate application
for registration of a trademark may, at any time
before preparation for the publication of any of
the applications have been completed by the
Office, file a request, using the form prescribed
by the Office for such purpose, to merge the

separate applications into a single application.

2/ The Office shall accept the request made under
sub-article (1) of this Article and merge the
applications into a single application if all the

applications which are the subject of the request

for merger:

a)  are in respect of the same trademark;

b)  bear the same date of applicatidn; and

c) are, at the time of the request, in the name

of the same person.

Merger of Separate Registrations

1/ The owner of two or more registrations of a
trademark may request the Office, by filling the
form prescribed by the Office for such purpose,

to merge them into a single registration.

2/ The Office shall accept the request made under
sub-article (1) of this Article and merge them
into a single registration if the registration is in
respect of the same trademark.

3/ Where any registration of a trademark to be
merged under sub-article (1) of this Article is
subject to a disclaimer, the merged registration
shall also be subject to the same limitation.

4/ The date of registration of the merged

shall, the
registrations bear different dates of registration,
be the latest of those dates.

registration where separate
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8. thaF£11T WAAT@ P39 F"Ah+F 7°H29

5.

b/

&/

ii/

th 2Lt eAT® 372 °AhtTF qan>
P A@ P72 CARRE MRS 9NN
@-0T  thrFe  Pio AI8.aoHINAF
NZhét 04 AHLU- 947 P+HIEDS PR
looav-At Maopht 2 FAA::

Tthr 3L eH0A® PhLISIS. P39 ~Aht
NOAR o0 (HY AR I00 AIPR ()
Wit h"+Cho- MaodhF IC +LLH
aoP LA AN

Ahét 0k P19 OMNFE  thrFeyt
PAT@®  oPSTF@®Y NPT aAhF o3
TeNA- thd 3L AQCH LaHINTFPA::

th 221t PAT® £372 FPARRT TYawAhFD

NAavh4.4.A

4/

&/

MHY L AR G} oowlt +hd 329+
PAT@ P31 FARRTY  ATINovHIN
TlaohhF PPN A@ KehéF bk “JaodhF
@ PTINET HIBED  hOImSPe N4t
M°75F@09° 10 0XhéT Nt AHU- 97499
PTHHIE®-7 PR Nowoo-Ad sYmAhFo- u-AT
DLT" hH.E ML NP1 PHALR “YaoAhF DT
h18.h44.0 Taohhi £ FAAN:

MY L3 A34& FEE) P10 v
ht99A Tt Ot TPeDS  +dNh
ToAhF D) LhéFAPA::

h&A hrvd A3
NA37L °Aht ohA-F

$*H10

&/

&/

N °Aht °HINS T YL+ oC
N+LEH P37 °AhT ALETFI Pavohd
NAT Adodmt PULLAD TIFDI Ao
N7 9°AnT OhAYF goooHIN AANTF::

0992 ARt ohAYF  0FHEF Ok
AavaoHIN POLNTD haoAh'T:-

U) oo ARLAD  OATPRP ot
PPy

A) 6L LI AE Gaot PIPAQ-i

d)  OAPEE ONT AT Acohmd
LPL LAD MNP @OLI° AN MA@
HCE O£ oohhAF PH9°uCTH 2438
FA@-: h37% 9°Aht IC ¢+£eH
hy’tt 900 2AIN AL PADS
NXhét 0+ PLAm@} PNPT
aoaolT PAL @i hS

49.

Registration of Series of Trademarks

1/

2/

3/

The owner of a series of trademarks may apply
to the.Office, by filling a form prescribed by the
Office for such purpose, for their registration as
a series in a single registration,

A graphic representation of each trademark
claimed to be in the series shall be included in
the application made under sub-article (1) of
this Article.

The Office shéll, if satisfied that the marks
constitute a series, accept the application and
register ther. iccordingly.

50. Division of Application for Registration of Series of

Trademarks

S1.

1/

2/

A person who applied for registration of a series
of trademarks pursuant to Article 49 of this
Regulation may, at any time before preparations
of publication have been completed by the
Office, request the division of the application
into two or more separate applications by filling
a form prescribed by the Office for such
purpose.

If the conditions provided under Article 46(2) of
this Regulation are met, the Office shall accept
the request and divide the application
accordingly.

PART ELEVEN
TRADEMARK AGENTS

Registration

1/

2/

Any person who wants to act as agent of
trademark owners in connection with
proceedings of registration and. protection of
trademarks shall be registered as a trademark
agent.

Anapplicant who wants to be registered by the
Office as a trademark agent shall:

a)  reside in Ethiopia;
b)  be at least 21 years of age;

¢)  be an attorney authorized to practice law
in Ethiopia, or be a person who has
acquired at least middle level qualification
in the relevant field of study, has a work
experience in the area of trademark for not
less than three years and has passed the -
competence  assessment  evaluation
administered by the Office; and
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3/

4/

d) have no record of conviction for criminal
offence or professional misconduct by the
court having jurisdiction or relevant
regulatory body.

Any person fulfilling the
stipulated from paragraph (a) to (d) of sub-
article (2) of this Article may take trademark
agents' competence assessment, upon payment
of the fee prescribed in the Schedule attached
hereto.

requirements

The Office shall conduct trademark agents’
competence assessment twice a year in
accordance with the time schedule specified by

its directive.

52. Certificate of Registration

1/

2/

3/

Where the Office ascertains that an application
complies with the requirements specified under
Article 51 of this Regulation, it shall enter the
applicant’s name in the Register of Trademark
Agents and issue a certificate of registration,
upbn payment of the fee prescribed in the
Schedule attached hereto.

The certificate of registration shall include the
following particulars:

a) 'the full name, nationality and residential
and business addresses of the trademark
agent;

'b)  the date of registration; and

¢)  name and signature of the issuing officer.

A certificate of registration of a trademark agent
shall be valid for one year from the date of
issuance.

53, Renewal of Registration

1/

2/

An application for renewal of registration of a
trademark agent shall be submitted to the
Office, within 30 days after the expiry of its
validity, by filling the form prescribed by the
Office for such purpose.

Where the Office receives an application for
renewal, it shall, subject to the requirements
stipulated under paragraph (a) and (d) of Article
51(2) of this Regulation and upon payment of
the fee prescribed in the Schedule attached
hereto, renew the registration and issue a
certificate of renewal.
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'l PREAT YA hT@® OHY  APR F0N0 3/ Where an application for renewal is not
AR (B) Odooahd@ L 120 @-0T submitted within the period specified under sub-
hakell (T4 TAL @ 465 ONT A+CAS articl,e (1) of this Article, the registration may be

- renewed if the application is submitted within

MHY L3N0 KX HUFE) eowidt Pr.@010- the next 30 days and upon payment of

T4 NP T4ART AFLN LTAN: additional fee as determined pursuant to Article

56(3) of this Regulation.
§o. PtecHIt €37% AWt ohAFE NHCHC “

NACTAF9° 54. Publication of List of Registered Trademark

- Agents

Achd A Dk ?"‘ﬂn“‘m' £7I% At oha-F) The Office shall annuall§' publish the list of registered

HEHE Mpshovt POt trademark agents.

WA hve v-at
PART TWELVE
AR AF £7200F MISCELLANEOQOUS PROVISIONS
§%. oolB OWAaomPPS “97T 55. Access to Information

TPIEMI°  P99.a0AN @ OG@ hHY L3N IC . Any interested person may, upon payment of the fees

NFPPHD WIMLAC aowld P1oNIDd hele prescribed in the Schedule attached hereto, request in

LD LAY - writing:

5 9398 AN A2 ALCT PEAD L7 CH: 1/ for search of a trademark and to obtain a search
AMEOAMO-: 0LI° Eeport o

§ P18 PANPT  ooHIT @8I R hd: | 2/ to inspect the Register of Trademarks or other
Ml AhHA WG 1227 AT ShCLT3S | records and documents made public by the
KILT AooaoAhIS PEDI D KA Office and to obtain copies thereof.

MRches: AMEP LTAA: 36.  Fees |

1/ Payments of fees to be made for the services of
. PAININ-T WELPF the Office pursuant to the Proclamation and this

5/ APES OHU 230 oowld  Rehdol ﬂ.'l-‘. Regulation shall be effected in accordance with
ATLANTD WIADAET PO9.4.800 NG DT the rates prescribed in the Schedule attached
ALY L3N IC 01LLND wWiIMAC N1ooh | hereto.

il oo aow i BhéAN:: 2/ Where the trademark subject to a service covers
¢ PAMM WINPT @ hate NAL more than one class of goods or services the fee
B ) . . : shall include additional payment of 50% of the

Wr3 (;,4'51)-7-:} DL 7"’6_\'7{\“"’"7"’ ponnes fee stipulated in the Schedule with respect to

P PNy POl AT ARSIRA, each subsequent class of goods or services.

TanT14 LN WM Choohh @ hels

P oot 0ane1er T EhdAA:: 3/ In the case of late renewal of any registration

after the expiry of the regular renewal period

i/ OhPR @L9° MY L£730 P1mNIar oofNFar specified under the Proclamation or this
P00 L hAd NIA H7LH A%14.49° Regulation, additional payment of fee
TPYEMYT CIUHIN ALAT ARIMLN Polrooh equivalent to 50% of the applicable fee
hEm- A0 LA N8P § Moot O41-anl4y1 stipulated in the Schedule attached hereto shall
LhaAN:: be required.

§i. DAL 120F ASMMC 57. Computation of Deadlines
When a deadline specified in the Proclamation or this

(APE @& Ly L0 oAbl 0L 184 Regulation falls on a day other than a working day,

VOLENSNT ) /e 43 AL PAPA WILUPY the next working day hereto shall be taken as the

180 POLLeNL D NTLPTAD C224 ¢ BPSA: deadline.
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J%. Pooi 2248 £7397 58. Transitory Provisions

&/ LU LN hASOT 4% Né 1 +CNa- Nood-9-)- I/ Pending applications for trademark registrations

AL £A- 37 9UARNT 9UHIN TYaoAhd D prior to the effective date of this Regulation

AWeNT OPPD /2CHT ool KoY ¢ shall be treated in accordance with the

FAi P9 G LANIA AT PRINTINT 1§ e previously existing procedures; provided,

DT M9%evAh s Wi 230 IC 02U however, that the fees prescribed in the

WIMLAC PO Fao§ T 4R, LAPSA-:: Schedule attached hereto shall be applicable

with respect to outstanding payments of fees.

& 2V L0 hASOT 473 Né P lavlli)t 378
AT OhAT AW Ll Novaol g
N .onie ¢k 120 O-O6T Y £30
CALYIITY oD CPT AZIATD ARG
aoao' i)} hAVTFa)>::

2/ Trademark agents registered prior to the
effective date of this Regulation shall be re-
registered upon fulfillment of the requirements
provided under this Regulation within the
period determined by directive of the Office.

0. ovavif PI@-MYF o AMD 59. Power to Issue Directive
AT Ml APEIS LU £30  ATINLAI® The Office may issue directives necessary for the
PIY.LNEA D dvaold P DT ALDM LTAN:: implementation of the Proclamation and this
Regulation.
. 2 PUUASHT 10 ) 60. Effective Date
LU LFN N4LLA 14T UM S1° homd: This Regulation shall enter into force on the date of
P EPC PR RUPGA publication in the Federal Negarit Gazette.
&N AN VAN 1% 4 #0G 990 Done at Addis Ababa, this 24" day of December, 2012.
PLATICET LANS HAILEMARIAM DESSALEGN
PATORS LREAR RT°NE-N.SP PRIME MINISTER OF THE FEDERAL
STAAR MPAL 1N TC DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA
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SCHEDULE

SERVICE FEES

No. Types of Service (g::)

1 Application for Registration of Trademark 1750.00
2 Amendment of Application for Registration Trademark 350.00
3 Opposition to Registration of a Trademark 150(),00
4 Registration of Trademark 3000.00
5 Application for Renewal of Registration of a Trademark 1300.00
6 Renewal of Registration of a Trademark 2200.00
i Application for Amendment of Registration of a Trademark 350.00
8 Amendment of Registration of a Trademark 360.00
9 Substitute Certificate of Registration of a Trademark 495.00
10 | Application for the cancellation or invalidation of the Registration of a Trademark 2600.00
11 Registration of Transfer of Ownership of a Trademark 1300.00
12 | Registration of License Contract of a Trademark 1300.00
13 Registration of Cancellation of License Contract of a Trademark 450.00
14 | Division of Application for Registration of a Trademark( (for each application

resulting from the division) 350.00
15 | Merger of Registration or applications for Registration of a Trademark (for each 350.00

registration or application)
16 Application for Registration of a Trademark Agent 315.00
17 | Trademark Agents' Competence Assessment 270.00
18 | Registration of a Tragg:mark Agent 1350.00
19 | Renewal of Registra: mn of a Trademark Agent 1125.00
20 | Application for Extension of a Time Limit 500.00
21 Search for Registered Trademarks 450.00
22 | Inspection of Records and Documents of the Office 150.00
2. Copies of Records and Documents of the Office (per page) 10.00




