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COUNCIL OF MINISTERS REGULATION No. 319/2014

COUNCIL OF MINISTERS REGULATION TO
PROVIDE FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF
ETHIOPIAN NEWS AGENCY

This Regulation is issued by the Council of Ministers
pursuant to Article 5 and Article 35 of the Definition of
Powers and Duties of the Executive Organs of the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia Proclamation No. 691/2010
(as amended by Proclamation No. 803/2013).

1. Short Title

This Regulation may be cited as the “Ethiopian News
Agency Establishment Council of Ministers Regulation
No. 319/2014”.

2. Definitions

In this Regulation uniess the context otherwise requires:

1/ “news” means idea, event, phenomenon or information
that has positive or negative impact on numerous
persons or nations, nationalities and peoples; that
indicates new events, passes experiences, connects
people among themselves and their environment by
satisfying the needs of audiences; and it also includes
opinion poll, output of monitoring and current affairs
analysis;
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2/ “news related information” means information
officially given by the owner and legally endorsed,
that further elucidate the issue, phenomenon, idea or
the essence of released news in different ways and
beyond their presentations as mere news.

3. Establishment

1/ The Ethiopian News Agency (hereinafter the
“Agency”) is hereby established as an autonomous
federal government organ having its own legal
personality.

2/ The Agency shall be accountable to the
Government Communication Affairs Office.

4. Head Office

The Agency shall have its head office in Addis Ababa
and may have branches and agents within Ethiopia and
abroad, as may be necessary.

5. Objective

The objectives of the Agency are:

1/ gathering, organizing, analyzing and disseminating
accurate and balanced news and news related
information about Ethiopia and the rest of the World
based on the relevant policies and laws of the
country;

2/ conducting opinion poll studies on various issues,
publishing and disseminating them, as may be
necessary;

3/ serving as main source of news about issues
pertaining to Ethiopia locally and internationally.

6. Powers and Duties of the Agency
The Agency shall have the powers and duties to:

1/ gather, compile and disseminate news and news
related information;

2/ provide photography and production services along
with news and news related information;

3/ conduct opinion poll studies on current and national
issues, disseminating and publishing same;

4/ establish its own electronics and print media, as may
be necessary, to meet its objective;

5/ install and manage receivers, transmitters and other
facilities necessary for its activities at appropriate
places;
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6/ establish relation with counterpart organs inside and
outside the country;

7/ provide technical and capacity training support for
regional news agencies;

8/ collect full or partial payment for services it renders
in accordance with the law;

9/ conduct research and based on the findings forward
proposals on ways of expanding news networks and
equipping them with appropriate technology and,
implement same upon approval;

10/ own property, enter into contract, sue and be sued in
its own name;

11/ undertake other activities necessary for the attainment
of'its objectives.

7. Qrganization of the Agency

The Agency shall have:
1/ the Ethiopian News Service Management Board
(hereinafter the “Board”);

2/ a Director General and Deputy Director Generals to
be appointed by the Government; and

3/ the necessary staff.

8. Members of the Board

1/ The members of the Board, including the chairperson,
shall be appointed by the governmént; and their
number shall be determined, as may be necessary.

2/ The composition of the members of the Board shall
represent different institutions and sections of the

society.

3/ The Director General of the Agency shall be the
secretary and member of the Board.

9. Powers and Duties of the Board

The Board shall have the powers and duties to:

1/ deliberate on policy issues pertinent to the Agency
and make recommendations;

2/ supervise the implementation of the objectives of the
Agency as well as the powers and duties specified
under Article 5 and Article 6 of this Regulation;

3/ ensure that news items and news relating information
produced by the Agency accommodate different
views and opinions;
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4/ evaluate and approve editorial policies and directives
prepared by the Agency;

5/ ensure the application of policies, laws and directions
issued by the government with regard to the mass
media;

6/ issue administrative guidelines for the Agency,
determine its structure, and devise ways for
improving the operational standards as well as
expanding it;

7/ review directives issued pursuant to paragraph (b)
sub-article (2) of Article 11 of this Regulation before
they are being submitted for government decision;

8/ determine the cost for services provided by the
Agency and the condition of dissemination of news;

9/ review and approve agreements concluded between
the Agency and local as well as foreign counterparts
andothers;

10/ evaluate the annual work _plan, budget and
performance report of the Agency;

11/ determine the logo of the Agency;

12/ evaluate and approve the external audit report of the
Agency.

10.Meetings of the Board

1/ The Board shall meet, at least once in every two
months; provided, however, extraordinary meetings
may be held at any time if the chairperson or one
thirds of the members of the Board request.

2/ There shall be a quorum where more than half of the
members of the Board are present at a meeting.

3/ Decision of the Board shall be passed by a majority
vote; in case of a tie, the chairperson shall have a
casting vote.

4/ Without prejudice to sub-articles of this Article, the
Board may adopt its own rules of procedure.
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11.Powers and Duties of the Director General

1/ The Director General shall be the chief executive
officer of the Agency and subject to the general
directions of the Board, direct and administer the
activities of the Agency. '

2/ Without prejudice to the generality of sub-article (1)
of this Article, the Director-General shall:

a) exercise the powers and duties of the Agency
stated under Article 6 of this Regulation;

b) employ and administer employees engaged in
support services of the Agency in accordance
with the federal civil service laws and, in the case
of professionals engaged in the core functions of
the Agency, in accordance with directives
approved by the government following the basic
principles of the federal civil service laws;

c) prepare the annual budget and work program of
the Agency and implement same upon approval;

d) effect expenditure in accordance with the
approved budget and work program of the
Agency;

e) represent the Agency in all its dealings with third
parties;

f) prepare, every three moth, performance and
financial reports of the Agency and submit same
to the Government Communication Affairs
Office;

g) carryout such other related activities as are
assigned to him by the Board.

3/ The Director General may delegate part of his powers
and duties to the Deputy Director Generals, other
officials and employees of the Agency to the extent
necessary for efficient performance of the activities of
the Agency.

12.Budget

The Agency’s budget shall be allocated by the

government.

13.Books of Account

1/ The Agency shall keep complete and accurate books
of account.

2/ The books of account and financial documents of the
Agency shall be audited annually by the Auditor
General or by an auditor appointed by him.
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14. Transfer of Rights and Duties

The rights and duties of the Ethiopian News Agency
established by Proclamation No. 115/1995 (as amended
by Proclamation No. 74/1997) are hereby transferred to
the Agency.

15.Effective Date

This Regulation shall enter into force on the date of
publication in the Federal Negarit Gazette.

Done at Addis Ababa, this 1* day of October, 2014,

HAILEMARIAM DESSALEGN

PRIME MINISTER OF THE FEDERAL
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA
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