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Council of Ministers Regulation No. 411/2017

COUNCIL OF MINISTERS REGULATION TO PROVIDE
EORTHE ESTABLISHMENT OF NATIONAL BIO-OAFETY

ADVISORY MMITTEE

This Regulation is issued by the Council of Ministers pursuant
to Article 5 of the Definition of Powers and Duties of the Executive
Organs of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia
Proclamation No. 916/2015 and Article 22 of the Bio-safety

Proclamation No. 655/2009 (as amended by Proclamation No.
896/2015).

PART ONE
GENERAL
1 .Short Title
This Regulation shall be cited as the ‘“National Bio-safety
Advisory Committee Establishment Council of Ministers
Regulation No. 411/2017”.
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> Definit

In this Regulation:
1/“Ministry” and “Minister” means the Ministry and Minister of

Environment, Forest and Climate Change, respectively;

2/“Proclamation” means the Bio-safety Proclamation No.
655/2009 (as amended by Proclamation No. 896/2015);

3/any expression in the masculine gender includes the feminine.

PART TWO
NATIONAL BIOSAFETY ADVISORY COMMITTEE

3. Establishment

1/ The National Bio-safety Advisory Committee (in this Regulation

to be referred as the “Committee”) is hereby established.

2/ The committee shall be accountable to the Minister.

4 Object]

The objective of the Committee shall be to advise the Government
on issues related to bio-safety.

5. Powers and Duties of the Committee
The Committee shall, upon request by the Minister, or by the

request of other ministries through the Minister have the powers

and duties to advise the Government on:

1/transactions of genetically modified organisms;

2/the issues of national policies and laws of bio-safety;

3lidentifying effective methods to create public awareness

regarding transactions of genetically modified organisms;

4/ on any other matters related to bio-safety
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6. Members of the Committee

1/The Committee members, including the Chairperson and Deputy
Chairperson, shall be nomination by the Minister and be assigned
by the Government; and their numbers shall be determined as
appropriate
2/The Committee shall be comprised of members with relevant
qualification, experience and organizational representations
from government bodies, higher education institutions, civil
societies and non-governmental institutions.

3/Without prejudice to sub-article (2) of this Article the
Committee shall be drawn from different institutions comprise

the following professional:

a)Biotechnology;

b)Genetic Engineering;

c)Biodiversity;

d)Natural Science;

e)Environmental Science;

f)Medical or Health science;

g)Nutrition Science;

h)Animal Science;

i)Social Science and

j)other disciplines as appropriate.
7. Powers and Duties of the Chairperson

The Chairperson of the Committee shall have the following powers

and duties:
1/preside and lead the activities of the committee;

2/cause the execution of powers and duties defined in Article 5
of this Regulation;

3/call regular and extraordinary meetings.
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8. Meetings of the Committee

1/The Committee shall hold its regular meeting at least four times
a year.

2/Without prejudice to sub-article (1) of this Article the committee
may have extraordinary meeting any time upon the call of the
Chairperson.

3/There shall be a quorum where more than two third of the
members of the Committee are present at a meeting.

4/The Committee shall present its recommendation in consensus
provided, however, if consensus is not reached, the majority
recommendation together with the dissenting opinion shall be

sent to the Minister.

9. Terms Committee members
1/The term of office of the Committee members shall be
three years.
2/Notwithstanding sub-article (1) of this Article, the Minister
may, in consultation with appropriate body, assigh a member

of committee for one additional term.

10. Confidentiality

1/The Committee members shall keep any information that has

been decided not to be disclosed.

2/Any Committee member who violates sub-article (1) of this

provision shall be liable according to relevant laws.
PART THREE
NATIONAL BIOSAFETY ADVISORY
COMMITTEE SECRETARTIAT
11 .Secretariat

The Secretariat of the National Bio-safety Advisorv Committee
shall be organized under the Ministry.

12 .Powers and Duties of the Secretariat
The Secretariat shall:

1/organize and submit any bio-safety requests made to the

committee;
2/submit the recommendation of the Committee to the
Minister;
3/prepare and submit performance report of the Committee to
the Minister.
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hea hé- PART FOUR
AR AR &3 NPT MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

. @oavg @ AT 13.Power to Issue Directive
LUT LN ATINLAIS  TLLNES  avavl P9 The

A.LoM LFAA:

Minister may issue directives necessary for the
implementation of this Regulation.
. £7(- 2770501 21,

14 Effective Date
LU L70 Mol 1261 20N J 1P hon-T This Regulation shall come into force on the date of publication
7 EIC P05 LUGTA: in the Federal Negarit Gazette.
A%.0 AN aopnl9° B i1 9.9° Done at Addis Ababa this 19'" day of September , 2017
5 eATE LI LANT HAILEMARIAM DESSALEGN
PAACRE bofl-AP 2TNENLE 6TNAN PRIME MINISTER OF THE FEDERAL DEMOCRATIC

mPAL ULOAC REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA




