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REGULATION No 492 /2022
MOTOR VEHICLES’ SPEED LIMIT
COUNCIL OF MINISTERS
REGULATION

This Regulation is issued by the Council of
Ministers pursuant to Article 28 of the
Transport Proclamation No. 468/2005.

PART ONE
GENERAL PROVISIONS

1. Short Title

This Regulation may be cited as the "Motor
Vehicles' Speed Limit Council of Ministers
Regulation No 492/2022".

2. Definitions
Unless the context requires otherwise in this
Regulation:
1/ “Proclamation” means Transport
Proclamation No. 468/2005;
2/ the definitions assigned to the terms under
Article 2 of the Proclamation shall be

applicable to this Regulation;
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3/ "Speed Limit" means the maximum speed
at which a motor vehicle may be driven

in any given situation;

4/ "Municipal Road” means main municipal
road or medium municipal road or local

road or ring roads;

5/ "Main Municipal Road" means a municipal
road in exclusion of a ring road having
junctions; and the principal purpose of
which is handling high traffic with the

higher speed limit for a longer route;

6/ "Medium Municipal Road" means any
municipal road lesser in grades from main
municipal road and having short range
junctions and higher connectivity with local
and collector roads; and the principal
purpose of which is handling traffic flowing
to several directions;

7/ “Local Road” means road the principal
purpose of which is routing to dead-ends
or localities; or passing through
localities; or connecting to medium

municipal road,;

8/ “Ring Road” means road the principal
purpose of which is handling high speed
limit traffic having both non-exit and
exit lanes in each opposing direction
with possible barriers to pedestrians; and

serving uninterrupted traffic;

9/ “Non-Municipal Road” means trunk road
or linking road or main access road or

collector road or feeder road;
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10/ "Trunk Road" means an asphalt road that
arises from the Capital City of the Federal
Government and passes through the cities
of Regional States or connects with
neighboring countries;

11/ "Linking Road" means a road linking trunk

roads of the country;

12/ "Main Access Road" means a road that

originates from different places and
connects to linking road;
13/ "Collector Road” means a road that

connects main access roads;

14/ "Feeder Road" means a road that connects

collector roads;

15/ “Express Road” means a trunk road with
two or more lanes in each opposing traffic
direction; and built with the principal
purpose of handling high speed traffic
having a control system at the entrance

and exit points;

16/ “Level One Road” means a trunk road
constructed with the purpose of handling
a daily traffic of more than 10,000 /Ten

Thousand/ motor vehicles;

17/ “Level Two Road” means a trunk or a
linking road constructed with the purpose
of handling a daily traffic of more than
3,000 /Three Thousand/ and up to 10,000

/Ten Thousand/ motor vehicles;
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To-:

18/ “Level Three Road” means a trunk or a
linkihg or a main access road
constructed with the purpose of
handling daily traffic of more than
1,000 /One Thousand/ and up to 3,000

/Three Thousand/ motor vehicles;

19/ “Level Four Road” means a trunk or a
linkihg or a main access road
constructed with the purpose of
handling daily traffic of more than 300
/Three Hundred/ and up to 1,000 /One
Thousand/ motor vehicles;

20/ “Level Five Road” means a trunk or a
linking or a main access road which
may be non-asphalt and constructed
with the purpose of handling a daily
traffic of more than 150 /One Hundred
and Fifty/ and up to 300 /Three
Hundred/ motor vehicles;

21/ “Level Six Road” means a linking or a
main access or a collector or a feeder
road which may be non-asphalt and
constructed with the purpose of
handling a daily traffic from 76
/Seventy Six/ and up to 150 /One

Hundred and Fifty/ motor vehicles;

22/ “Level Seven Road” means a main
access road or a collector or a feeder
road which may be non-asphalt and
constructed with the purpose of
handling a daily traffic from 26
/Twenty six/ and up to 75 /Seventy five/

motor vehicles;
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23/ “Level Eight Road” means a feeder road
constructed with the purpose of handling a
daily traffic of up to 25 /Twenty Five/

motor vehicles;

24/ "Private Vehicle" means any vehicle with
seating capacity of up to twelve
including the driver or with a payload
capacity of 1,000(0One Thousand) kg; or
for dual purpose vehicles with four
seating capacity and payload capacity of
750 kg; and not registered as commercial
purpose vehicle having no trailer;

25/ "Motor Bicycle” means any motor vehicle

with loading capacity of not exceeding
400 kg in

locomotive; and having less than three

exclusion of the side

wheels;

26/ "Three Wheel Motorcycles” means any

motor vehicle with three wheels;

27/ “Commercial Vehicle” means any motor

vehicle registered for commercial
purpose and transporting passengers,
cargo or parcels or any two or more of
these  for rent,

gain  through

consideration or profit;

28/ “Emergency Service Vehicle” means an
ambulance, a vehicle belonging to or
serving with the defense forces, the
security, the police or a vehicle designed
and used for firefighting, on condition
that is traveling in the performance of its
emergency duties and is identified by an
intermittent red or blue light emitted
towards the front or by audible warning

signals lauding through a siren or a bell;
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the

Minister or Ministry of Transport and

29/ “Minister” or “Ministry” means

Logistics, respectively.

30/ "Appropriate Organ™ means any organ
responsible for the enforcement of the
provisions of this Regulation;

31/ “Concerned Organ” means an organ with
the authority to construct, set standard,

maintain and administer roads;

32/ “Constitution” means the Constitution of

the Federal Democratic Republic of

Ethiopia;
33/ Any expression in masculine gender
includes feminine.
3. Objectives
The objectives of this Regulation are to
determine the maximum permissible speed
limits of motor vehicles and minimize speed
induced traffic accidents.
4. Scope of Application
Without prejudice to the powers and duties

of Regions as provided in the Constitution:

1/ This Regulation shall be applicable to any
motor vehicle operated on any road in
Ethiopia;

2/ Notwithstanding the provisions of Sub-
Article (1) of this Article, the provisions
of this shall

emergency

Regulation not be

applicable to service

vehicles.
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To-:

PART TWO
SPEED LIMIT

5. General Precautionary Principles
1/ No driver shall drive a motor vehicle on
any road in Ethiopia at a speed greater than
that justified by law reasonable concern for
all relevant conditions affecting the
reasonableness of the speed at which the
motor vehicle may be driven in safety; and
such conditions shall include, without
limitation, the following:
a) The surface, width and general
conditions of the road;
b) The terrain through which the road
passes, and the number of curves and

inclines necessitated thereby;

c) The existence of precipitation, fog, night
trip or other natural phenomena

affecting visibility or traction;

d) The density of surrounding population;
e) The density of traffic, actually or
reasonably to be expected on the road;

f) The existence of detours, blockades,
stalled vehicles, fallen rock or other

obstacles to passage; and

g) Any other circumstance adverse to the
driver's ability to maintain full control
over the vehicle at all times and to

proceed in a safe manner;

2/ without prejudice to the provisions of Sub-
Acrticle (1) of this Article, no driver shall
drive a motor vehicle on any road in excess
of the speed limit stipulated under Articles
6, 7 or 8 of this Regulation;
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3/ No driver shall drive a motor vehicle at
such slow speed as to impede the normal
and reasonable movement of traffic or break

the speed abruptly unless it is in response to

an imminent danger;

4/ Any driver faced with a condition that
compels him to abruptly slow down his
speed, he shall give clear and timely signal

of his intention of slowing down;

5/ Where reducing speed is necessary for safe
operation as stated under Sub-Article (1) of
this Article or when driving slowly as
compared to other traffics moving nearby,
any driver shall drive at the extreme right

edge of the road;

6/ Any driver shall slow down his speed below
the permitted minimum speed limit or stop
the motor vehicle where priority to

emergency service vehicles shall be given

as provided under Road Transport Traffic

Control Regulation No 208/2011 and Road

Transport Traffic Control Regulation No.

395/2017 (as amended).

6. General Speed Limit Outside Municipal

Boundaries
Outside the boundaries of Municipalities, no
driver:

1/ Shall drive a private motor vehicle at a

speed in excess of the following limits:

a) In level one road 120 /One Hundred

Twenty/ k. m per hour;
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b) In level two road 100 /One Hundred/
k. m per hour;
c) In level three road 85 /Eighty Five/ k. m

per hour;

d) In level four road 70 /Seventy/ k. m per
hour;

e) In level five road 65 /Sixty Five/ k. m
per hour;

f) In level six road 55 /Fifty Five/ k. m per

hour;

g) In level seven road 45 /Forty Five/ k. m

per hour;

h) In level eight road 40 /Forty/ k. m. per
hour.
2/ Shall drive a commercial vehicle at a speed
in excess of the following limits.
a) In level one road 90 /Ninety/ k. m per

hour;

b) In level two road 80 /Eighty/ k. m per
hour;

c¢) In level three road 75 /Seventy Five/
k. m per hour;

d) In level four 65 /Sixty Five/ k. m per
hour;

e) In level five road 55 /Fifty Five/ k. m
per hour;

f) In level six road 45 /Forty Five/ k. m per
hour;

g) In level seven road 40 /Forty/ k. m per
hour;

h) In level eight road 30 /Thirty/ k. m. per

hour.



1% boufle\ 106 IHM RPC T OO @ 7 ENTD 990

Federal Negarit Gazette No.11, 9" March, 2022 .page 13976

Z/ bt _had o-0P (mPAd PHE.PL PEPyT | 7. General Speed Limits within Municipal
o7 Boundaries

A% To-9° ”A'ihChe Mh 77 hAd o0 PPae
oo &P oA7 0AL  “700CHC
e--haha ro-:-

b8/ PN AFPOA L9 I 1C ALhAA OUY:-

V) MeANT o071 No-amG o ooy 09T
A0 /) hae “LTC: No-rFo- OhA
Na% T an“ /% hee “21C:

A) NPG et ovp1L AL (N% T OAY /E/
hae 22 FC:

&) M AN hl™ ov31e AL 10%T ACQ
AP0 [A1E) e 721G

) PAL.C 1L PG PAULE 1L NAw-
a1 AL 10T wav [§ hoe “LTC:

W) PALE 1L BT PAILE oo p1f Nddo-
a1 AL NO%T 1P /4] b 221C::

g/ nyserl: M -HéP Lo mPbad nNL-E hiff.E§
/PO Q.U A0 oot/ Do 6-9° POILNATD
7L we9° Phe-L -Hihche hry:-

V) Qdant  aop e No-amGo- o712 109+
AAY /Z e 21C: No-5o- QA 00%T
ACO h9°O-F /5 hae 22C:

A) OPG o7 aop1L AL NON% T KGO /%] hae
TPUIC:

) M AQ-15F P17 avp18 AL GG T waAry [dif
nae 721G

a1l BT PRVE ooyl Odo-

Na% T+ 72 K&0T [RE hav

o) PAL.C
a1 8 AL
7%

Within the boundaries of Municipalities, no
driver shall drive a motor vehicle in excess

of the following limits:

1/ Private Motor Car or Motorcycle:
a) In Ring Road in the inner lane 80
[Eighty/ K. m per hour; and in the

outside lane 60 /Sixty/ k. m per hour;

b) In Main Municipal Road 60 /Sixty/ k. m
per hour;

¢) In Medium Municipal Road 45 /Forty
Five/ k. m per hour;

d) In Local road with pedestrian walk way
30 /Thirty/ k. m per hour;

e) In Local road without pedestrian walk

way 20/Twenty/ k. m per hour.

2/ Commercial Vehicle with a Permitted

Maximum Loaded Weight Not Exceeding

3,500 /Three Thousand Five Hundred/ kilo

gram or a rental Vehicle:

a) In Ring Road in the inner lane 60 /Sixty/
k. m per hour; and in the outside lane 45

/Forty Five/ k. m per hour;

b) In Main Municipal Road 40 /Forty/ k. m
per hour;
c) In Medium Municipal Road 30 /Thirty/

k. m per hour;

d) In Local road with pedestrian walk way

25 /Twenty Five/ k. m per hour;
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e) In Local road without pedestrian walk

way 20 /Twenty/ k. m per hour.

3/ Commercial Vehicle with a Permitted

Maximum Loaded Weight greater than
3,500 /Three Thousand Five Hundred/ kilo
gram, a Combination Motor Vehicle and
Trailer, a Combination Truck-tractor and
Semi-Trailer, an Implement of Husbandry
or other similar vehicle:

a) In Ring Road in the inner lane 40 /Forty/
k. m per hour; and in the outside lane 30
[Thirty/ k. m per hour;

b) In Main Municipal Road 25 /Twenty

Five/ k. m per hour;

c) In Medium Municipal Road 20 /Twenty/

k. m per hour;

d) In Local road with or without pedestrian

walk way, not permitted.

8. Special Speed Limit

1/ The Ministry or the concerned organ may,

based on assessments on traffic volume or
accident situations or in all circumstances
where public safety so requires, reduce the
speed limit prescribed under Articles 6 and
7 of this Regulation for any or all classes of
motor vehicles travelling on any particular
road or part thereof, or over any particular

bridge;

2/ Notwithstanding to the provisions of

Articles 6 and 7 of this Regulation, the
maximum speed limit for any motor
vehicle around school areas shall not

exceed 30 /Thirty/ k. m. per hour.
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3/ Notice of the special speed limit

prescribed as per Sub-Article (1) of this

Article shall be posted on regular
intervals on the roads or bridges affected
thereby.

4/ without prejudice to the provisions of sub
article (3) of this article The concerned
organ shall also install road signs
appropriate to distinguish the speed limit
designations;

5/ The body authorized

express ways may post road signs

to administer

indicating the minimum speed limit
prescribed on the express ways upon

prior notice to the Ministry.

PART THREE
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

9. Prerogative

The Ministry and the appropriate organ shall
be responsible for the proper

implementation of this Regulation.

10._Repealed Laws
Speed Limits Legal Notice No. 361/1969 is

hereby repealed.

11. Penalty
Any person found in violation of the

provisions of this Regulation shall be
penalized as per the appropriate provisions
of the Road Transport Traffic Control
208/2011 and Road
Transport Traffic Control Regulation No.
395/2017 (as amended).

Regulation  No.
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¢ 27 792501 1.1b 12. Effective Date
LY Ll NdLléAN 16T DI2HM Jo This Regulation shall enter into force as of
noMNN0 T 7 FI°C P05 LUGTA:: the date of its publication in the Federal

Negarit Gazette.
A%.0 AN ehtt @ ¢ ENI6 9.9° Done at Addis Ababa, on this 9" day of

March 2022
00.L hya g (A/C) ABIY AHMED /Dr./
ChAACRE 4.L2.0-AP 2.9°Ré01.PP PRIME MINISTER OF THE FEDERAL
ST mPAL “1LaTC DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC

OF ETHIOPIA




