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REGULATION NO. 529/2023

COUNCILOF MINISTERS REGULATION

TO ESTABLISH THE ETHIOPIAN
PUBLIC HEALTH INSTITUTE

This Regulation is issued by the Council of
Ministers pursuant to Article 103 of the
Definition of Powers and Duties of the

Executive Organs of the Federal Democratic

Republic of Ethiopia Proclamation No.

1263/2021.

1. Short Title
This Regulation may be cited as the
‘Ethiopian ~ Public ~ Health  Institute
Establishment  Council of  Ministers
Regulation No. 529/2023.

2. Definition
In this Regulation:
1/ “Public Health Emergencies” means
an occurrence, or imminent threat,
health condition or events that pose a

substantial risk of a significant number

19¢F onm 7L, His
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2/

3/

4/

of human fatalities, injuries or

permanent or long-term disability
which can be as a result of a disease or
natural or man-made disasters and
require urgent and coordinated intra
and inter health facility, national or
international response and
cooperation. These may also include
incidents of moderate public health
emergency that do not require a
national response but require mass
medical causality preparedness, which
otherwise can lead to large-scale death
and injuries;

“Public Health
Operation Center (PHEOC)” means

Emergency

a responsible organization for the
coordination of information and
resources to support effective public
health

activities

emergency  management

including  preparedness,
response and recoveries;

“An Incident Management System”
means a set of structures and
protocols that provide guidelines for
the various relevant actors to work in a
coordinated manner, primarily to
respond to public health emergencies

and to reduce hazards;

“Mass causality” means disasters that
occur in a relatively short period of
time and cause a large number of
casualties, usually caused by a single
event, such as road traffic accidents,
hurricanes, floods, earthquakes, armed

insurgent attacks;
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5/

6/

7/

8/

“One health approach” means a

multi-sectoral and multi-disciplinary
collaboration or coordination system
designed to enhance the capacity to
prevent, detect and respond to public
health threats within the interfaces of

humans, animals and the environment;

“Referral Laboratory” means a

laboratory that provides testing
services for the prevention and control
of public health emergencies and in
support of the research sector as well
as conduct tests that cannot be
performed in other laboratories or that
can be performed but need further

confirmatory testing;

“Reference Laboratory” means a
laboratory that provides confirmatory
and sophisticated reference testing
services on various specimens by
employing advanced  knowledge,
methods and technologies; and that
evaluates and validates new methods
and technologies;

“Health Laboratory” means a
laboratory that performs various tests
on specimens collected from humans,
animals or the environment to generate
and provide useful information for
health care services, public health and
health-related research and multifaceted
responses to public health emergency

events;
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9/ “Public Health Researches” means
researches that include communicable
and non-communicable  diseases,

health

occupational health, health system,

public emergencies,

food system, food science, nutrition,

food safety, social health, and other

community or population level

researches involving body fluid
samples and genomes and evaluation
of health policies and strategies for the
improvement of the health status of the
public.

10/ “Bio-bank” means a repository for
well-characterized biological

specimens that are meant to be used

for research purposes and evaluation

of laboratory diagnostic methods to

ensure the quality of laboratory
testing;

11/ “Algorithm” means an interconnected
and correlated sequence of testing
procedures that is created by

combining various existing laboratory

testing methods of well-established
use to ensure the quality and reliability

of laboratory test results;

12/ “New Infectious Diseases” means the
spread of infectious diseases that have
been known for some time and
occurring in a new way and increasing
its spread rapidly;

13/ “Re-emerging  diseases”  means

infectious diseases whose incidence

has decreased due to previous health

care policies and effective living
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standards, but which are re-occurring
due to recent changes in health
conditions and vulnerability in the
community;

“Quarantine” means the restriction of
activities or separation from others of
suspect persons or of suspect baggage,
containers, conveyances or goods in
such manner as to prevent the possible
spread of infection or contamination

until proven free from infection;

“Isolation” means limiting activities
of sick or infected persons or bags,
containers, transporters, goods or
postal items to prevent the spread of
contamination and keeping them under

medical and other medical procedures;

“Ministry or Minister” means the
Ministry of Health or Minister,

respectively;

“Region” means any regional state
referred to under Article 47 of the
Constitution of the Federal Democratic
Republic of Ethiopia and includes
Addis Ababa and Dire Dewa City

Administrations.

18/ “Person” means any natural or

juridical person;

19/ Any expression in the masculine

gender includes the feminine.
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3. Establishment

1/ The Ethiopian Public Health Institute

(hereinafter “Institute™) is hereby
established as an autonomous Federal
Government Office having its own
legal personality.

2/ The Institute shall be accountable to
the Ministry.

4. Head Office

The Institute shall have its head office in
Addis Ababa and may have branch offices

elsewhere, as may be necessary.

5. Obijectives of the Institute

1/ Lead, conduct, and coordinate the
prevention and control of public health

emergency activities;

2/ Build the health

laboratories,provide referral laboratory

capacity  of

testing services for public health

emergency management, healthcare

service; and undertake reference
testing;
3/ Undertake researches on priority

public health and nutritional problems,
programs and strategies;

4/ Establish and manage national health
data management and analytics center
by gathering health and health-related

data from various sources.
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6.

Power and Duties of the Institute

The Institute shall have the power and

duties to:

1/

2/ Design

3/

Establish

surveillance system, coordinate and

effective and efficient

conduct  surveillance, undertake

analysis, and timely disseminate
information on selected public health
risks, epidemic-prone diseases, health
events, emergency nutrition and

environmental problems;

implementation  strategies,

issue guidelines, build capacity,
develop preparedness and response
plans to prevent and control public
health emergencies ;

Conduct on sight investigations to ,
risk

verify outbreaks, undertake

communications and community

engagements and public awareness,

issue alert, provide warning and
disseminate information to the
concerned organs, mobilize or

enforce the mobilization of resources
by others, quarantine, isolate and take
other community and public health
response measures during epidemics
or any other public health emergency

or public health risk;

4/ In the event of an epidemic or other

mass causalities, establish makeshift
health facilities for provisional health
services, coordinate, put in place a

disaster referral linkage and definitive
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care transition, support and ensure
the continuity of essential health
services ;

5/ Organize emergency response and
emergency medical teams in the
event of an epidemic or other mass
causalities, work for their rating by
the appropriate body, deploy them as
needed, monitor  responses, and

provide support at all levels;

6/ Establish public health emergency
operation centers, support their
establishment at different levels;
establish and implement an incident
management system to coordinate
preparedness and responses during
public health emergencies, liaise
with and coordinate  with other
relevant stakeholders;

7/ Work

implementation of integrated Public

cooperatively in the

Health Emergency Management
System in regions, zones, woredas
and other bodies;

8/ In collaboration  with other
stakeholders, assess health damages
resulting from man-made or natural
disasters, provide support and
contribute to post-disaster recovery
and rehabilitation of affected
population and government health
facilities;

9/ Carry out measures including
quarantine and isolation to prevent
the spread of transhoundary diseases

or epidemics from entrance to the
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country or exit to other countries at
all major international air and land

entry and exit ports.

10/ Perform inspections related to health

and infectious diseases control
measures on incoming aircrafts; and
establish  a system to perform
spraying on departing aircrafts; issue

certificates;

11/ Establish

international travelers with specific

a system to vaccinate

types of vaccinations in accordance
with the requirements of the World
Health

certificates;

Organization; issue
12/ Ensure corpses or skeletons entering
and leaving the country are free from
infectious diseases and meet the

health requirements;

13/ Serve as national International Health
Regulations (IHR) Focal Point in
accordance with international and
national health laws, coordinate the
same;

14/ Serve as the Secretariat of Multi-
sectoral and Multi-disciplinary One
Health implementation;

15/ Develop

implementation strategies to assist in

roadmap and

the achievement of the Institute’s
objective of building the capacity of
health laboratories and the sector’s

service; implement and provide

support to others to implement;
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16/ Prepare implementation documents
for health laboratory biosafety and
biosecurity as well as hazardous

pathogens and toxins identified in

the field of health

implement accordingly and provide

laboratory;

support to others to implement the
same;
17/ Ensure that the Institute’s laboratories
and international

meet national

quality standards to be fully
accredited, and provide support and

follow up to other health laboratories;

18/ Provide quality assured referral and
reference laboratory testing services
in support of health care services,
public health emergency management
system, public health and health
related researches; build the capacity
of other health laboratories to provide

quality testing services;

19/ Undertake validation and evaluation

studies on the use and quality of new

and advanced health laboratory
methods, technologies, instruments
and laboratory commodities;

establish algorithms for use, carry
out, coordinate and follow up on

adaptation and scale-up activities;
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20/ Coordinate the implementation of
external quality assessment program;
prepare and distribute proficiency
testing specimens, evaluate

performance, establish and manage

bio-bank, and provide support to
health

implement the program;

regional laboratories  to

21/ Implement modern health laboratory
information system for capturing,
storage, analysis and dissemination of
laboratory information and provide
support to other health laboratories
and regions for the implementation of

the same;

22/ Carry out
health

maintenance

preventive and curative
laboratory equipment
services; provide
capacity building support to regional
health

maintenance centers;

laboratory equipment

23/ Provide support to private health

laboratories to maintain  national

standards for quality service by
developing strategies in collaboration
with stakeholders;

24/ Undertake public health and nutrition
related researches based on the

prioritized national research agenda,

provide policy analysis based on

research results; disseminate findings,

evaluate impacts;
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25/ Undertake evaluative researches to
support the implementation of public
health and nutrition related policies,
strategies, programs and plans;
disseminate scientific information to
stakeholders and provide professional
support;

26/ Conduct researches before, during
and after the occurrence of public
health

prevention and control measures;

emergencies to  support

27/ Conduct health system researches on
national issue to strengthen the health
system;

28/ Undertake public health researches
in collaboration with stakeholders on
health problems arising from the
environmental, human and animal

interface; illnesses , injuries and
deaths resulting from occupational
health and safety, traffic accidents
health

changes at

and other health events;

impacts of climate
population and community levels;
29/ Undertake

surveillance

national survey and
on emerging and re-
emerging infectious diseases; other
communicable diseases, and non-
communicable diseases; food and
nutrition, food safety and other health

related issues ;
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30/ Undertake researches on food and
nutrition, food anthropology, food
system, food safety and related issues
to  prevent  malnutrition-related

diseases;

31/ Establish  public health

ethics evaluation system in line with

research

national and international standards

and principles;

32/ Provide short term and on job
trainings based on the existing needs
of public health research, public
health
quality laboratory system and health
and health

emergency  management,

related data; prepare

training manual; collaborate with

higher education institutions with

respect to long term trainings; render

consultancy services as deemed
necessary;

33/ Map and archive health and health
related data from multiple sources on
a National Health and Health related
data repository; facilitating the
exchange of data, compile, analyze
and visualize the data; and provide
evidence to decision makers;

34/ Conduct analysis of  burden of

disease, injury and risk factor

estimates; socio-demographic

estimates and provide reliable

evidence for decision making;
facilitate and track translation of
evidence for action and provide

support as needed;
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35/ Promote collaborations and
partnerships with various national
and international institutions in order
to achieve its mission;

36/ Charge fees for services provided
based on tariff enacted by the Council
of Ministers;

37/ Own property, enter into contracts

and sue and be sued in its own name.

7. Organization of the Institute

The Institute shall have:

1/ Director-General to be appointed by the
Prime Minister;

2/ Deputy Director Generals, as may be
necessary, and;

3/ The necessary staff.

Power and Duties of the Director-

General

1/ The Director-General Shall be the
Chief Executive Officer of the
Institute and shall lead and manage
the Institute.

2/ Without limiting the generality of
Sub-Article (1) of this Article, the
Director-General shall:

a) Exercise the power and duties of
the Institute specified under

Article 6 of this Regulation;

b) Employ and manage employees of
the Institute in accordance with
the laws of the Federal Civil

Service Commission ;
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c) Prepare the Institute's annual

work program and budget and

submits to the Ministry,
implement same upon approval;

d) Represent the Institute in its
dealings with third parties;

e) Prepare the performance and

financial reports of the Institute

and submits to the Ministry.

9. Power and duties of the Deputy Director

General

The Deputy Director General shall:

1/ Perform the assigned organizational
wing activities;

2/ Act on behalf of the Director
General in his absence;

3/ If there are more than one Deputy
Director Generals, the most senior
Deputy Director General  will

represent the Director-General in the
event of no specific delegation from
the Director General.

10. Budget
The budget of the

allocated by the government.

Institute shall be

11. Source of Income

1/ Competitive research management

funds secured from local and

international sources; and

2/ Manage revenues collected from

services it provides.
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12, 2h A0 ooi 0T 12. Books of Accounts
1/ The Institute shall keep complete and

8/ hIOERA: O WS ThDAE PO
Ch AN oo LTI A

accurate books of accounts;

2/ The books of accounts and financial

€/ PRINETEE Pl oo 0T AS 1T documents of the Institute shall be
AT PG ASAC 0LI® ACAH audited annually by the Auditor-
097,00, hSAC (199 w1 General or by an auditor designated
Lovldavlapn:: by him.

13. Repealed Law

0 WL VAR % ]

PA &Pl CaNTNN mS  ASINETRT The Ethiopian Public Health Institute

®mBbgo e P INTCTF PHC L L3N0 RPC Establishment Council of Ministers Regulation

Fea/E0E LY L30 THZA:: No. 301/2006 is hereby repealed.

L7370 2722501 1.1b 14. Effective Date

LU L0 NdfeA 1261 owm  A-1qe | This Regulation shall enter into force on the

hoM0 T +73 TIC P05 LUSA:: date of publication in the Federal Negarit
Gazette.
A%0 K00 Phbt € ¢73 ERIE 9.9° Done at Addis Ababa, on this 9" Day of

February, 2023.

01 hvoof (&/C) ABIY AHMED (DR.)

CATPRE bollAP 2.9°NENLP PRIME MINISTER OF THE FEDERAL
(TAAD mPAL “2%.0TC DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA




