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Proclamation No. 1162/2019

THE ETHIOPIAN ELECTORAL, POLITICAL
PARTIES REGRISTATION, AND ELECTION’S
CODE OF CONDUCT PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, it has become necessary to enable all
Ethiopians to exercise their right to self-administration,
without  any  discrimination,  through  their
representatives elected in a direct and free election;

WHEREAS, it has become necessary to ensure the
participation of every Ethiopian in an all-inclusive, fair
and peaceful elections held at every level on the basis
of equal popular suffrage in which Ethiopians freely
express their will in a secret ballot;

WHEREAS, it has become necessary that any
electoral activity shall be guided by an electoral law
that meets international election standards;

WHEREAS, it has become necessary to establish
an electoral system that enables political parties with
different views to participate by expressing their
opinions to the electorate in a lawful and peaceful
manner, and that enables the people to elect their
representatives based on informed decisions and free
expression of their will;

WHEREAS, it is necessary to provide the right and
duty of citizens who form political parties or become
members of political parties, and to determine
mechanisms for parties to obtain legal personality and
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provide basic principles to be followed by the parties in
their operation as organizations;

WHEREAS, it is necessary to regulate the manner
in which political parties can merge, establish fronts or
form coalitions;

WHEREAS, it has become necessary to put in
place a system that enables political parties and
independent candidates contesting in elections to play a
constructive role to ensure a fair, peaceful, free and
democratic elections system;

WHEREAS, it is necessary to issue codes of
conduct for political parties, candidates, members and
supporters of political parties during the elections
period so that the elections are guided by ethical
behavior and are conducted in a free, peaceful, legal,
democratic and credible manner;

WHERES, it has become necessary to establish
institutions that give administrative and judicial
decisions on electoral disputes and to determine their
operational procedures;

WHEREAS, by considering the re-establishment of
the National Electoral Board of Ethiopia under
Proclamation No. 1133/2019 to administer elections
impartially;

NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with Article
55 (1) of the Constitution of the Federal Democratic
Republic of Ethiopia, it is hereby proclaimed as
follows:

PART ONE
GENERAIL PROVISIONS

1. Short Title

This Proclamation may be cited as “The Ethiopian
Electoral, Political Parties Registration and
Election’s Code of Conduct Proclamation No.
1162/2019.”

2. Definitions
Unless the context otherwise requires,
Proclamation:

in this

1/ “FDRE” means the Federal Democratic Republic

of Ethiopia.
2/ “Constitution” or “Constitutions” means the
Constitution of the FDRE or Regional

Constitutions, respectively.



%

TANAREE  g,800 16T SN &1C L PPV & 47 EOIE 997

Federal Negarit Gazette No.97 October 16‘“,2019.A...page 11875

P/ NAAT TN (W o3l RIPR GE(B)
aow/l PrRRav AN OAV7T ANLY APE
hé6.209° 00N A4S0 PANTT AT PL&64P7
ANTRRCT LeI° LA\

o/ “0CLT MNT MAPE ¢PC S0NLEGI/ENTH

o PIRPaovm  PRACEL  NdéP

goCen, NCL 1m-::

“geccen”  TIAT bREAT  NNAA V1

a3 3 R0 AT A0 AT -

VT oowlo oty e Pmdaa: PRMAN:

g8 wLI° PL I I°Com), -

Z/ “mPaa geCen” TINT AN QAo U
aow/l - oy e PN FohTE PhAA
9°RC LT AQAT 9°Com s

blo)
<

Z/ “CRNO0. 9°C 0T A0 QAo U9
aow/lA PN CALLON T PR
PwdiAh: P01 eheia "7 oe9° PPOA
I°RC LT AQAT 9°CoR, s

B mm e goCon” TN Novl™ @03
hoenc L+ oohatr g 1775 o-9°
N7 e (1PLLE®- CoULTT P13LA. PY°hC
W+ ANAT ooPapen, Py Aapov-A-t
PorNLe 9oCon, o

B/ “Cooy goCen”  MaT 0APE ¢PC
BALPGOE/@ATE  AIPR  A(TE)  (OTamaer
NANT  aowll  (CS  P9°CR  o-mt:
AT Oon7: (LY APE ArPa BP0
o\l Péofl-B mPAL GCL L £99Y,
I°Cet), AT2N%Le  AoN7: 089 Ads To
88O At 900 71077 T 907 01
AT &7 AP PO, L I°Com, -z

I/ “vnn @43 0T NA..bo.L.6. V1
ot 089° AN VAT T
aow/l - A o7 YN0 AT Aol
LI PUNNT @Az A“ToP P97.847
PLI°0 ROAMNT r2CoT 10+

T8/ “Pav i oo’ TN (PRI
AL 9oCom,  avlhs VHAL (19°Com,
a0, Lo ool LoLavl 10T vl
Tm@-::

18/ Qo™ T N0 ov @b f NCL TN
A7 Ao ool it ool heoll o
eoecen, ML PUlOAme Covld-spyt
TN, G-

3/ “Region” means regions established in
accordance with Article 47(1) of the Constitution
and, for the purposes of this Proclamation, shall
include Addis Ababa and Dire Dawa City
administrations.

4/ “Board” shall mean the National Electoral Board
of Ethiopia re-established under Proclamation
No. 1133/20109.

5/ “Election” means general elections, local
elections, by-election or re-election conducted in
accordance with the FDRE Constitution and
Regional Constitutions and other relevant laws.

6/ “General elections” means the elections of
members of the House of Peoples'
Representatives and Regional State Councils
conducted in accordance with relevant laws.

7/ “Local elections” means the elections of
representatives to nationalitie’s Zone, Zone,
Woreda, City or Sub-City or Kebele Councils
conducted in accordance with relevant laws.

8/ “By-election” means elections conducted to fill
in a vacant council member seat whose mandates
are terminated due to recall or any other reason.

9/ “Re-election” means the rerun of an election upon
cancellation of election result by the Board in
accordance with the authority entrusted with it
under Article 7(16) of Proclamation No.
1133/2019; upon the decision of the Federal
Supreme Court to conduct a rerun election based on
Article 154 of this Proclamation; or when
candidates obtain equal number of votes and it is
impossible to determine the winner.

10/ “Referendum” means voting conducted to
assess the public interest or know the public’s
decision based on a decision made in
accordance with the FDRE Constitution or
other relevant laws.

11/ “Electoral Roll” means a record wherein voters
are registered at polling stations to participate as
voters for elections at all levels.

12/ “Voter Identification Card” means an
identification card issued to a voter upon
registration at a polling station.
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13/“Political Party” or “Political Organization"
means an entity with a political program
established by organized citizens and registered
in accordance with this Proclamation to hold
political power by contesting in elections at the
National, Regional or Local levels.

14/*Political Party Leaders” means members of the
executive committee, as appropriate, or political
leaders who have similar executive-level
authority.

15/“Constituency” means an electoral district
established by dividing the nation's territories in
accordance with the law and in a manner
conducive for the election administration and for
the people to elect their representatives.

16/ “Polling Station” means a place where voter
registration, voting and counting of votes take
place for various levels of elections.

17/“Election Officer” means a person assigned by
the Board to administer elections at various
levels.

18/“Candidate” means any person registered to
compete in an election on behalf of a political
party or independently.

19/ “Observer” includes both local and international
observers.

20/ “Local Election Observer” means a legally
registered, impartial and not-for-profit, non-
Governmental Local Civil Society Organization
which the Board has authorized, based on the
organization’s request to observe elections
through its representatives.

21/"International Election Observer" means a
Foreign Government or International, Regional
or Sub-Regional Organizations, or Governmental
and Non-Governmental agencies operating in or
out of the country and invited by the government
to observe elections based on international
treaties to which Ethiopia is a party.

22/ “Stationary Agent” means a person assigned by
a political party or an independent candidate to a
specific constituency or polling station to
observe the election process on-site and ensure
that the candidate’s rights are respected.
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23/“Mobile Agent” means a person assigned by a
political party or an independent candidate to
observe the election process by moving around
to different polling stations to ensure that the
candidate’s respect of rights.

24/ “Grievance Hearing Committee” means a
committee established in accordance with this
Proclamation during elections to render
administrative decisions to complaints lodged at
a Regional Branch Office, Constituency or
Polling Station level.

25/“Merger” means the formation of a new party by
two or more legally registered parties which have
dissolved their distinct legal status.

26/“Front” means an alliance formed by two or
more political parties following their agreement
to have a common name, political program and
by-laws without relinquishing their distinct legal
status.

27/“Coalition” means a situation where two or more
political parties secure coalition certificate
during election with the purpose of winning
election for a temporary purpose while
maintaining their respective legal personalities.

28/“Substitution” means the replacement by a
political party of its old name and program by
new ones and it registers and operates under a
new name when the request made to the Board is
accepted following the submission of the
required information.

29/“Civil Servant” means an individual who has
been employed as a permanent staff by the
federal or regional government offices; however,
it does not include ministers, state ministers and
other similar level appointments at the federal
and regional level as well as members of the
House of Peoples’ Representatives, Regional
Councils and House of Federation.

30/ “Person” means a legal or natural person.

31/ Provisions set out in the masculine gender in this
Proclamation shall also apply to the feminine
gender.
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3. Scope of Application

This Proclamation shall be applicable to:

1/ All general elections conducted in Ethiopia and,
as appropriate, local elections, by-election, re-
election and referendum conducted in
accordance with the Constitution; and

2/ Citizens who form a political party, political
parties and their leaders, members, agents and
representatives, party or independent candidates,
and political parties’ fronts, coalitions, or
mergers.

PART TWO
ELECTIONS AND ELECTION
ADMINISTRATION BODIES
CHAPTER ONE
ELECTORAL SYSTEMS, PRINCIPLES AND TYPES

4. Electoral System

1/ For the House of Peoples’ Representatives’
election, a candidate who gets the highest
number of votes among the contestants shall be
declared the winner in accordance with the
FDRE Constitution, Where, in accordance with
regional constitutions, more than one candidate
is elected to regional councils, the candidates
who get the highest humber of votes shall, in the
order of their votes, shall be declared winners.

2/ Regional elections laws that pertain to regional
council elections shall be in accord with relevant
elections provisions of the Constitution and this
Proclamation.

5. Election Principles
1/ Any election shall be conducted based on
universal suffrage and by direct and secret ballot
through which the voters express their will freely
without any discrimination and with popular
participation.

2/ Any Ethiopian whose electoral rights have not
been restricted by law or the decision of a court
shall be eligible to vote or to be elected,;
however, he shall not be forced to vote or be
elected.
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3/ Each vote shall carry equal weight.

4/ Each person shall only be allowed to vote by
appearing in person.

6. T f Election

The following are the types of elections conducted
in Ethiopia:

1/ General elections;

2/ Local elections;

3/ By-election;

4/ Re-election;

5/ Referendum.

7. General Elections

1/ General elections are elections of members of the
House of Peoples' Representatives and Regional
State Councils held every five years.

2/ General elections shall be conducted throughout
the country simultaneously. However, if the
Board deems it necessary, and when the issue is
submitted to the House of Peoples'
Representatives and is approved, the Board may
decide to conduct them at different times.

3/ For the FDRE House of Peoples'
Representatives, only one representative shall be
elected from each constituency.

4/ The number of Regional Councils’ members
shall be determined by regional law and more
than one representative may be elected from a
constituency to the Regional Council. The
region’s decision to change the number of their
council members shall take place six months
prior to the commencement of candidates’
registration.

5/ Where, a regional council decides, in accordance
with Article 61(3) of the Constitution, for the
election of members of the House of Federation
by direct popular vote, the election shall be held
simultaneously with the general elections. In this
case, the regional council shall notify its decision
to the Board six months prior to the next election
day.

8. Local Elections

1/ Local elections are elections held at various
levels, in accordance with the law, to elect
council members of nationalitie’s zone, zone,
Woreda, city, sub-city or Kebele.
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2/ The number of representatives elected for
councils at various level in a constituency for a
local election shall be determined by regional
laws.

3/ With out prejudice to the provision of sub-article
(2) of this Article, the House of Peoples’
Representatives may, in accordance with Article
55 (2) (d) and Article 51 (15) of the FDRE
Constitution, pass a legislation related to local
elections that sets standards applicable to these
elections.

4/ Regional laws that pertain to local elections shall
be in accordance with relevant elections
provisions of the Constitution and this
Proclamation.

5/ With out prejudice to the application of the
provision of this Proclamation for general
elections, as appropriate, to local elections; the
Board shall, based on this Proclamation, issue a
directive to determine the establishment of
constituencies or polling stations, the assignment
of polling officers and observers; voters and
candidates’ registration locations and processes;
the the number of endorsement signatures for
independent candidates and other matters.

9. By-Election
1/ By-election shall be conducted:

a) where councils at different levels request the
Board to fill vacancies created for various
reasons; or

b) where a recall request, lodged in accordance
with the law, is accepted;

2/ The Board shall hold by-election within six
months from receiving a request.

3/ Notwithstanding the provision of Sub-Articles
(1) and (2) of this Article, no by-election shall be
held to fill a vacancy of a council whose term
ends within a period of six months or less.

10. Re-Election
1/ Re-election may be conducted for one of the
following reasons:

a) When the Board decides to cancel an
election result and order a re-election on the
basis of the powers conferred on it by this
Proclamation and  Proclamation  No.
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1133/2019; or when the Federal Supreme
Court, based on a petition submitted to it,
passes a decision that has the effect of a re-
election;

Based on Article 61 (3) of this Proclamation,
where two or more candidates get equal
votes and it is impossible to determine the
winner.

b)

2/ In the event of a re-election:

a) Without the need for a new voter
registration, it shall be conducted with only
the voters who had registered previously in a
constituency or polling stations where the
irregularities occurred,;

b) where it has been decided to conduct a re-
election in accordance with the provision of
Sub-Atrticle (1) (a) of this Article, only those
candidates registered previously shall be
eligible to contest in the re-election without
having to conduct new candidate

registration;

¢) campaigning shall be prohibited during the
re-election period.

3/ The Particulars of re-election shall be
determined by a directive to be issued by the
Board.

Referendum
1/

11.

When an appropriate body decides based on
the constitution or other laws, the Board shall
organize a referendum to assess public interest
or know the decision of the public.

2/ The Board, in consultation with the body
which decided the holding of the referendum,
shall conduct the referendum by organizing
polling stations in a way convenient to execute
the referendum.

The Board shall, in consultation with the
constitutionally authorized body, determine
the polling date, the voters’ criteria to
participate in a referendum, the choices to be
put on the ballot paper and the types and
contents of campaigns relating to a
referendum.

3/

4/ Details shall be determined by a directive to be

issued by the Board.
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1133/2019, shall:

1

2/

Establish branch offices at regional and sub-
regional levels. Depending on the circumstance
of the region, zonal or constituency level branch
offices may provide civic and voter education;
prepare permanent voters’ roll to be kept in
each branch office; and periodically update
information; support studies to determine
constituencies and carries out other activities
necessary for the preparation and coordination
of election administration. The Board shall
determine the in a directive.

Establish constituencies and polling stations
throughout the country.

13. Establishing Constituencies

1/

Constituencies serving for general elections
shall be organized as follows:

a) For the purpose of holding elections,

without  affecting Regional  States’
Boundaries, the territories of the country
shall be divided into permanent

constituencies on the basis of Woreda
administration, which may be re-arranged
based on the census results;

The country shall have one representative
per constituency to be elected to the House
of Peoples’ Representatives, where the total
number of constituencies may not exceed
550; and the constituencies shall be
determined on the basis of population and
the number of minority nationalities and
peoples with special representation. Except
in the case of constituencies for the
representation of minority nationalities and
peoples, population of the constituencies
shall be comparable and the highest number
average population deviation between
constituencies shall not exceed 15 percent;

b)
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c) There shall be constituencies for the
representation of minority nationalities and
peoples whose number is not less than 20
and which are deemed to require special
representation in accordance with Article 54
of the Constitution;

d) Minority nationalities which are deemed to
require special representation shall be
determined by the House of Federation
based on clear criteria established in
advance. The Board may issue a directive
pertaining to these constituencies;

e) Once the list of constituencies is decided by
the House of Federation based on the study
submitted by the Board, it shall be
announced to the public 180 days before the
commencement of candidate registration.

2/ Local elections held at different levels shall be
conducted by establishing  proportional
constituencies in accordance with the region’s
laws and based on the number of council seats
and the voters.

3/ Notwithstanding the criteria set out under Sub-
Article (1) of Article 6 of Proclamation No.
1133/2019, the Board, as appropriate, may
establish other criteria. Each constituency shall
have a three-member Election Administration
Committee that fulfills the criteria for
membership of the Management Board.

4/ The Board shall make an effort to allocate in
every constituency a stationary local or
international observer.

5/ The recruitment and assignment process for
election officials conducted in accordance with
Sub-Article (3) of this Article shall be
transparent to political parties and independent
candidates contesting in the constituency; and
the recruitment of election officials shall ensure
gender representation.

6/ Each constituency shall have a Grievance
Hearing Committee selected from the public,
and this Committee shall include a constituency
election executive member as a non-voter and
shall have three members who are not members
of any political party and who are known for
their integrity; and shall consider gender
representation.
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7/ The Board shall issue a directive pertaining to
the selection of members of election
administration  and  Grievance  Hearing
Committee and the implementation of this
provision.

Power and Duti

fth nstituen

Each constituency shall have the following power
and duties:
1/ Based on the timetable issued by the Board

a) distribute election materials to polling
stations
b) register candidates and issue identity card to
candidates to those who fulfill the criteria.
2/ Ascertain that documents and election materials
that come from polling stations are properly
filled; receive and securely keep these items;

3/ Supervise the proper functioning of polling
stations;

4/ Decide on grievances and complaints submitted
in accordance with the law;

5/ Determine winners by adding up results
collected from polling stations, announce to the
public the provisional results and complete
necessary forms and submit same to the Board,;

6/ Dispatch the list of candidates’ agents to polling
stations;

7/ Oversee the elections of three members of the
constituency Grievance Hearing Committee in
accordance with this Proclamation and a
directive to be issued by the Board;

8/ Coordinate joint consultation of political parties
contesting in the constituency;

9/ Provide quick response or decisions on
complaints coming from polling station
pertaining to the election process and result;

10/1ssue identification cards to winners of the
election in accordance with a directive to be
issued by the Board;

11/Perform other duties assigned by the Board or
the Regional Branch Office.

15. Establishment of Polling Stations

1/ The Board shall establish polling stations at
locations that take into consideration the special
conditions of the disabled and other factors, and
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~

the address of the polling stations shall be
announced to the public 15 days prior to the
commencement of voter registration.

2/ Notwithstanding the provision of Sub-Article
(1) of this Article, the Board may establish
mobile polling stations based on the lifestyle of
pastoral communities. In this case, the Board
shall announce to the public the address of the
polling stations established based on the
movement pattern of the pastoralists.

3/ The polling stations announced to the public
shall serve as the only locations where voter
registration, casting and counting of votes take
place.

4/ The Board may, if it deems necessary for the
election, change the location of polling stations.
The public and candidates shall be notified of
the changes in accordance with Sub-Article (1)
of this Article.

5/ Military camps, police stations, churches,
mosques, hospitals, premises where alcoholic
drinks are sold, buildings occupied by political
or religious organizations and private
residences shall not serve as a place where voter
registration and voting take place.

6/ The number of voters assigned to each polling
station shall not exceed 1500.

7/ There shall not be more than one polling station
in an area designated for one polling station.

8/ Each polling station shall, as appropriate, have
a committee comprised of five electoral officers
who fulfill the criteria set out in Article 6 (1) of
Proclamation No. 1133/2019. The head of the
polling station shall chair the committee.

9/ The recruitment of election officials conducted
in accordance with Sub-Article (8) of this
Article shall consider gender representation and
the process shall be made known to political
parties and independent candidates contesting
in the constituency.
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10/ Each polling station shall have a Grievance
Hearing Committee that is chaired by a
member of the Elections Administration
Committee selected by the head of the polling
station; in addition to the chair, the Grievance
Hearing Committee, based on a directive to be
issued by the Board, shall have two members,
selected from registered voters in the
constituency, who are not members of any
political party and known to have good ethics
and integrity, and shall include one man and
one woman. The Board shall determine the in
a directive.

11/The Board shall make an effort to assign at least
one stationary local or international observer in
each polling station. The allocation of observers
shall consider gender representation.

16. Powers and Duties of Pollin ion
Each polling station shall have, in accordance with
the directive and timetable issued by the Board, the
following powers and duties:

1/ Register voters;

2/ Keep election materials dispatched from the
constituency;

3/ Conduct elections that protects the secrecy of
the ballot in accordance with this Proclamation;

4/ Entertain complaints submitted in accordance
with the law;

5/ Count votes and announce provisional results to
the public by posting on a notice board;

6/ Ensure proper completion, safeguarding and
dispatching of election documents and materials
to the constituency;

7/ Cause the selection of two members of the
polling station Grievance Hearing Committee in
accordance with Article 15 (10) of this
Proclamation;

8/ Provide quick responses to grievances and
complaints relating to electoral processes and
take corrective measures.

9/ Perform other duties assigned by the Board, the
Regional Branch Office or the Constituency
Electoral Office.
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17. Special Polling Stations

1/

2/

3/

4/

1/

2/

The Board may, for the purpose of enfranchising
those living far from their constituency, establish
special polling stations at or near the place where
the voters are to be found: military who live in
camps; civil servants and their family members;
citizens attending higher learning institutions;
internally displaced citizens; incarcerated citizens
whose voting rights have not been stripped off.
The Board shall determine the particulars in a
directive for these voters, including the place
where they will vote, the constituency where their
votes are to be counted and other related matters.

The Board, for the voters mentioned in Sub-
Article (1) of this Article, may decide to allow
them to register and vote earlier than the
election day and incorporate the details in the
election timetable.

The Board shall conduct a study and submit
same to the House of Peoples’ Representatives
for a decision on a special procedure to
enfranchise citizens residing abroad or for those
who cannot vote in their residence for other
reasons.

Implementation details shall be determined by a
directive to be issued by the Board.

PART THREE

ELECTIONS ADMINISTRATION
CHAPTER ONE
VYOTERS REGISTRATION

18. Voter Reqistration Requirements

Any person may be registered as a voter, who:
a) is an Ethiopian citizen;
b) is 18 years old and above on the day of
registration; and

c) has been residing within the constituency for
at least 6 months.

The fulfilment of the requirements listed under
Sub-Article (1) of this Article shall be verified
based on Article 21 of this Proclamation.

3/ Notwithstanding the provision of Sub-Article (1)

of this Article, the following shall not be
eligible to register as a voter:
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a) A person who is proved to be incapable of
making decisions due to mental disorder as
confirmed by the relevant authority or
sufficient evidence;

b) A person whose voting rights have been
restricted by the decision of a court of law
based on law or relevant law.

19. Reqistration Timetable

1/Nationwide

voter registration for general
elections shall commence and conclude on dates
fixed by the Board. The Board shall, before
fixing the dates for registration, consult political
parties contesting in the elections.

2/The Board shall indicate the voter registration

3/

4/

5/

commencement date in its election timetable and
continually announce the date to the public
through mass media and advertisements 15 days
prior to the commencement of the registration.

The Board may decide a special registration date
in case of force majeure.

A person who fulfills the voter registration
requirements under this Proclamation but was
unable to register because of force majeure may
be able to register in a special condition based on
the directive to be issued by the Board.

The Board shall issue voter registration timetable
for local elections based on the Regional
Constitution or  other applicable  laws.
Preparation of the timetable shall be done in
consultation with political parties.

20. Place of Reqistration

1/

2/

3/

Voter registration shall be conducted only at the
polling stations established to register voters. It
is prohibited to conduct registration outside the
polling station, by going door-to-door or
moving around.

Notwithstanding the provisions of Sub-Article
(1) of this Article, in pastoralist areas, voter
registration may be conducted by establishing
mobile registration stations or conducting door-
to-door voter registration as necessary.

Each polling station shall have its own Electoral
Roll.
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21. The Regqistration Procedure

1/ A voter may be registered in a polling station
where he resides by producing a Kebele
identification card or a passport that proves his
identity.

2/ The Kebele identification card or passport, even
if expired, may serve for the purpose of
registration.

3/ In the absence of a Kebele identification card,
evidence of identity bearing a recent
photograph of the voter, such as a driving
license, residence identification card, military
discharge document or student identity card,
shall be deemed to be sufficient document for
registration purpose.

4/ In the absence of evidence of identity provided
hereinabove, registration may be carried out:
upon recognition of the voter's identity by the
registration officers; or, in the case of rural
areas, if the voter can be identified through
traditional or customary means; and after the
incident is recorded in the minutes.

5/ Undocumented voters can be registered based
on the testimonies of three individuals, whose
long residence in the Kebele where the polling
station has been established has been proven
and after this event has been recorded in the
minutes.

6/ When the voter’s residency requirement cannot
be established using one of the criteria stated in
this Articles, the registration officers shall
determine residency using more than one
criterion.

7/ Eligible voters who are frail or blind can
register in person with the assistance of their
aid.

8/ The name of a person who is eligible to vote
shall be entered the electoral roll.

9/ Any person duly registered as a voter shall be
issued with a voter registration card bearing his
full name including his grandfather’s, the region,
zone, Woreda and Kebele where he resides,
designated polling station, house number, village
or locality, registration number, register’s serial
number, electoral roll page, voter's signature,
registrar's signature and date of registration.
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10/Voter registration shall take place where a
minimum of three of election officers are
present.

22. Particulars of the Electoral Roll

The electoral roll shall have columns for entering
the following particulars:

1/ Serial number of registrations;

2/ Registration date;

3/ Full name of voter, including grandfather's;
4/ Date and year of birth;

5/ Age;

6/ Gender;

7/ Disability;

8/ Duration of the residence within constituency
(months/years);

9/ Signature or fingerprint on the day of
registration;

10/Signature or fingerprint on the day of voting;

11/House number/village or locality/specific name
of the area;

12/A column to enter special remarks; in this
column, a special remark shall be made for a
voter who is missing all fingers;

13/For special polling stations, besides the
requirements listed above, a column to enter the
voter’s special conditions.

23. Distribution and Handover of Documents

1/ The Board, based on the election timetable,
shall ensure the timely delivery of the necessary
registration documents to polling stations.

2/ The timeline and procedure for the handover of
documents used in registration and the electoral
roll, including minutes, shall be determined
based on a directive to be issued by the Board.

24. Reqistration Once and in One Place

1/ No voter shall be registered more than once in a
polling station or in more than one polling
station.

2/ A voter shall have only one voter's card.
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Any voter whose voter's card is lost or damaged
may apply to the polling station during working
hours prior to election day or before the end of
voting hours if it is on election day. After
verifying the identity of the voter against the
voter register and recording the incident in the
minutes, the voter may be issued a replacement
card or allowed to vote.

25. Closure of the Electoral Roll

1

2/

3/

Upon conclusion of each day's registration, the
last registered voter's serial number and date
shall be filled in the form prepared for this
purpose and signed by polling station electoral
officials.

The registration procedures provided in Sub-
Article (1) of this Article shall continue until
the conclusion of the voter registration period.
On the final day of the registration, the electoral
officials, upon signing in the open space
provided immediately after the last registered
voter, shall close the electoral roll.

Unless otherwise determined by the Board,
once the electoral roll is closed, no new voter
shall be registered; nothing shall be entered or
written on it.

26. Displaying the Electoral Roll to the Public

1/

2/

3/

Upon conclusion of voter registration, the
electoral roll shall be officially displayed to the
public in the premises of the polling station for
10 days.

Representatives of political parties or the
independent candidates contesting in the polling
station or their agents may inspect the electoral
roll upon filing a request to the head of a
polling station.

At the end of the elections, the electoral roll
shall be deposited in the Board’s regional
branch office or a lower level elections office
that is close to the polling station.
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27. Reqistration Complaints
Any person or political organization with grievance

on the voter’s registration may lodge a complaint
along with the reason with the Polling Station
Grievance Hearing Committee. The Polling Station
Grievance Hearing Committee shall decide in
accordance with Article 152 of this Proclamation.

28. Cancellation of Registration

1/ No person, except when his insanity is verified
by an authorized body or by sufficient evidence,
registered fraudulently or more than once,
deceased, or unless his voting rights have not
been restricted by the decision of a court based
on relevant law, shall be removed from the
electoral roll because of a complaint lodged
against him.

2/ When one of the incidents listed in Sub-Article
(1) of this Article occurs, courts, hospitals, Idirs
or other members of the community
knowledgeable of the matter are obligated to
report the matter to the Board’s regional branch
office, the constituency or the polling station
within two days of the incident.

3/ The Board’s regional branch office, the
constituency or polling station shall, upon
receiving evidence in accordance with Sub-
Article (2) of this Article, cancel the name of
the registered voter.

29. Permanent Electoral Roll

1/ The Board may set the procedures for the
preparation of the permanent electoral roll, with
periodic updates and revisions, for every
constituency.

2/ The electoral roll shall be prepared and
regularly revised by the Board’s regional
branch offices and lower level offices led by an
expert appointed by the Board and in
collaboration with the Central Statistic
Authority and other relevant institutions.

3/ The Board shall issue a directive pertaining to
the preparation, maintenance and revision of the
electoral roll as well as the use of technology.
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Candidates registration shall be carried out in
constituencies at least 90 days prior to the election
day and in accordance with the Board’s established
timetable for candidate’s registration.

31. Criteria for Candidature

1/ Any person shall be eligible to contest as a
candidate who:

a) is an Ethiopian citizen and registered to be
elected;

b) is 21 years of age or above on the date of
registration;

c) has resided in the constituency of his
intended candidature continuously for one
year before the election day; or his place of
birth is in the constituency of his intended
candidature;

d) seeks to contest in a city or Worede that has
more than one constituency and if he has
been on a regular work duty for two years in
the city or Woreda, then he can choose to
contest in any constituency in that city or
Woreda;

e) whose electoral rights have not been
stripped of by law or the decision of a court;

f) is not declared as incapable of making
effective decisions due to insanity verified
by an authorized body or by sufficient
evidence;

g) has accepted and signed, if an independent
candidate himself or if put forward by
political party that has put him forward as
candidate — the party, the election code of
conduct to be issued by the Board in
accordance with this Proclamation.

2/ The criteria in Sub-Article (1) (g) of this Article
shall not apply to a person:

a) who has been outside of the constituency on
a duty or study;

b) who, having been previously elected in the
constituency, is already in office.
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3/

4/

5/

In addition to the criteria set out in Sub-Article
(1) of this Article, an independent candidate
shall secure endorsement signature of not less
than 5,000 from the constituency’s residents
whose age is 18 years of age or above as
verified by a local administrator; whose voting
rights have not been restricted by law or a court
decision or due to insanity. However, the
endorsement signature for an independent
candidate with physical disability shall not be
less than 3,000.

The verification process of authenticity of the
endorsement  signatures  submitted by
independent candidates shall be similar to the
verification of the authenticity of the
endorsement signatures of founding members
required for political parties’ registration in
accordance with Articles 64 and 65 of this
Proclamation.

If an independent candidate has been found
submitting fraudulent endorsement signatures
from persons who did not express their support,
uses fictitious name and signature or does any
other act of fraud ascertained based a person’s
report or the Board’s investigation, without
prejudicing to the punishment based on the
criminal law, the candidate’s application shall
be rejected or his registration revoked and the
person shall be barred for three years from
participating as an independent candidate or as
a political party leader or member.

32. Candidates Nomination

1/

2/

Any legally registered political party may
compete in elections conducted in accordance
with  this Proclamation by nominating
candidates who fulfill the criteria.

Notwithstanding the provision of Sub-Article
(1) of this Article, political party candidates,
besides fulfilling the criteria outlined in Article
31 (1) of this Proclamation, each candidate
competing for a House of Peoples’
Representative seat shall produce 3,000
endorsement signatures from voters residing in
the constituency where he is contesting, and a
candidate with physical disability shall
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produce 1,500 endorsement signatures,
respectively; and a candidate contesting for a
regional council seat shall produce 1,000
endorsement signatures and the candidates
with physical disability shall produce 750
endorsement signatures, respectively.

3/ The list of political party nominated candidates
shall be submitted to the Board by the leader
or representative of the political party, front or
coalition.

4/ Political party nominated candidates shall
present an evidence of nomination by a party
and consent of the person to be nominated
along with details of candidature.

5/ Front or coalition of political parties shall
nominate only one candidate for a single
council seat in a constituency.

6/ Any candidate shall register in person. Where
the candidate is unable to register in person, he
may register through the political party
nominating  him, provided that the
documentary evidences are presented, and
where necessary, witnesses ascertain that he
fulfills the candidature criteria.

7/ Candidate registration shall be conducted
where at least two election officials are
present.

33. Civil Servants Contesting Elections

1/ Any civil servant:

a) may contest in an election as an independent
candidate or as a member of a political party;

b) contesting in an election shall be granted
leave without pay during the campaign period
and election time;

¢) contesting for council seats at any level is
prohibited from using the properties of the
employing  government  office  when
campaigning during the election time.

2/ Notwithstanding the provision of Sub-Article
(1) of this Article, judges, prosecutors,
soldiers, the police and other law
enforcement forces, security agency workers
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and employees of the Board, shall resign
from their positions in the event of their
nomination as independent or political party
candidates.

3/ Judges, prosecutors, soldiers, members of the
police and other law enforcement forces,
security agency workers and employees of
the Board shall not participate in the support
of the election of any candidate through
speeches, writings and similar activities
during the election period.

34. Candidates Signature Endorsement

A resident of a constituency who is eligible to vote
shall not provide endorsement signatures for
candidates whose number is more than twofold of
the seats.

35. Issuance of Candidature Certificate

1/ A candidate identified in accordance with
Article 32 shall be entered into the candidate
registration form and issued with a candidature
certificate.

2/ Candidature certificates of political
organization candidates may be given to the
candidate or to the nominating organization.

36. Announcement of Candidates to the Public

37.

Once the candidates are identified in accordance
with this Proclamation, commencing with the end
of candidate registration, the constituency election
office shall announce to the public the list of
candidates.

ndi re Symbol

1/ Any candidate may submit his candidature
symbol or choose from those prepared by the
Board.

2/ Candidates of one political party may use the
same symbol at all election levels.

3/ Candidates of a political party competing for
council seats shall use the same symbol in all
constituencies.

4/ A political party or independent candidate shall
be given priority to choose the symbol he used
in previous elections.
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5/ The Management Board shall give appropriate
decision on disputes regarding elections
symbols.

6/ Any symbol shall not:

a) be similar to that of other candidates;

b) be in anyway related to anything or
condition that may trigger directly or
indirectly hatred or conflict between nation
and nationality, race or religion;

c) convey a message of war or any unlawful
act;

d) have resemblance to the flags or emblems of
the Federal or Regional Governments, other
political parties' emblems; flags or emblems
of various International Organizations, or
Religious Organizations’ symbols;

e) violate public moral, ethics and other related
matters.

7/ The Board shall determine in a directive the
ballot paper layout of the candidates’ images
and symbols, the sequence and related matters
in a manner that is clear to political parties and
independent candidates.

38. Change and Replacement of Candidature

Svmbols

1/The Board may, in accordance with Article 37,
order a political party or an independent
candidate to change his symbol.

2/When the Board decides for a change of a
candidature symbol, it shall communicate that
decision to the political party or the
independent candidate within fifteen days after
the closing of candidate registration and request
him to submit or choose a replacement symbol.

3/When a political party or an independent
candidate is interested in replacing a symbol
chosen earlier, the change shall be notified to
the Board in writing within ten days after the
closing of candidate registration.

39. Withdrawal and Replacement of Candidates

1/ A political party or an independent candidate
may withdraw from an election.
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2/ A political party candidate who has withdrawn
from the election in accordance with sub-article (1)
of this Article shall notify his decision in writing to
the political party that has nominated him.

3/ A political party may change or replace a
candidate only within a week of the withdrawal
of the candidate; or where the candidate
withdraws after the end of candidate
registration period, replacement can be done
only during the month prior to voting day. The
criteria provided uner Article 32 of this
Proclamation shall be applicable to the
replacement candidate.

40. Death of a Candidate

1/ Where a candidate of a political party dies
after the end of the candidate registration time,
the political organization of the deceased
candidate may replace the candidate within a
period of one month prior to voting date.

2/ Where a political party contesting for election
has not submitted a replacement in accordance
with Sub-Article (1) of this Article, or the
political party’s candidate dies in less than a
month time to election day, the election shall
continue with the remaining candidates in
accordance with the scheduled timetable.

3/ Notwithstanding the provision of Sub-Article
(1) of this Article, where a political party
informs the Board in writing that it cannot
replace the deceased candidate, the election
shall continue with the remaining candidates in
accordance with the scheduled timetable.

4/ Where there is a single candidate in a
constituency and that candidate has died, then
the election shall be conducted according to a
timetable set by the Board to register new
candidates.

41. Contesting Only in One Constituency

1/ A person may be nominated as a candidate only
in one constituency and only for a single seat
for House of Peoples’ Representatives or
Regional Council seat;

2/ A candidate may transfer from one constituency to
another during the period of candidate registration
and get registered afresh and contest there in
accordance with the law. Implementation thereof
shall be determined by the Board.
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42. Special Right of Candidates Reqistered for Election

1/ Candidate registered for election shall not be
arrested except in the case of flagrant delicto for
a serious offence.

2/ Where the case is not flagrant delicto as stated in
Sub-Article (1) of this Article, legal measures may
be taken against a candidate who carried out
illegal acts only after the elections results are
officially declared to the public by the Board.

3/ Notwithstanding the provision of Sub-Article
(2) of this Article, the winner shall be
answerable for the crime committed during the
election period only if his immunity is set aside
by the appropriate council.

CHAPTER THREE

ELECTION CAMPAIGN
43. Conducting an Election Campaign

1/ From the day a candidate received a certificate
of candidature until four days to the election
day, the candidate on his own or through his
supporters has the right to call rallies and
organize peaceful demonstrations without the
need to request permission from the
administration or municipality but by simply
sending a written notification and respecting his
legal duties. He has also the right to receive
information he deems useful for his election
contest from the Board.

2/ Election campaigns to be carried out by

candidates and their supporters carried out

based on the directive to be issued by the Board
shall conclude four days prior to the
commencement of voting.

Election campaigns shall be conducted by

respecting the constitution and other relevant

laws, the rights of voters and the right of other
candidates to contest in a peaceful and
democratic manner.

3/

4/ The rights indicated in Sub-Article (1) of this
Article shall not be put in effect other than what
is provided in law.

The Board shall issue election campaign code
of conduct to ensure that the election is peaceful

and fair.

5/
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44. Use of the Mass Media

45,

46.

1/ Political parties contesting elections are entitled
to equal access to state-owned Mass Media
such as Radio, TV and Newspapers.

2/ Candidates shall be entitled to get access to free
airtime on state-owned Mass Media.

3/ The use of the state-owned Mass Media shall be
carried out in accordance with the allocation
directive to be issued by the Board in
collaboration with the Ethiopian Broadcasting
Authority and with the participation of the
contesting political organizations.

4/ The principles pertaining code of conduct and
implementation thereof to the use of private and
State-Owned  Mass  Media,  Journalists’
coverage of elections News and related matters
shall be determined by the directive to be issued
by the Board.
ligation of Government Organ

To ensure the success of campaigning activities,

government officials at any level shall have the

obligation to create conducive conditions for
candidates to utilize such facilities as radio and

Television Stations, Newspaper, and Assembly

Halls under their respective authority without

discrimination. The Board shall issue a directive

pertaining to its implementation.

Places Where Election Campaigns are
Prohibited

1/ It is prohibited to carry out
campaigns in the following Locations:

elections’

a) churches;

b) mosques;

c) military camps and police stations;

d) within 200-meter radius of educational
institutions and their surrounding when
school is in session;

e) within 200-meter radius of a permanent or
periodic market place in a rural or urban
area while trading is officially in progress;
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f) governmental and public institutions during
regular working hours;

g) places and areas where other
meetings are in progress.

public

2/ The Board shall determine the particulars in a
directive.

CHAPTER FOUR
VYOTING PROCE

47. Beqinning of Operation of Polling Stations

1/ Voting shall commence in all polling stations
simultaneously on a date the Board sets.

2/ Notwithstanding the provision of Sub-Article (1)
of this Article, in case of compelling
circumstances, the Board may set different dates
for polling stations affected by the circumstance.

3/ In accordance with the directive to be issued by
the Board, voting shall begin:

a) In the presence of agents of political parties
and independent candidates, members of
Grievance Hearing Committee, observers
and election officials;

b) The head of the polling station upon
showing to the persons stated above
Paragraph (a) that the ballot box is empty,
after it is sealed by the provided seal, and
placed or hung it in front of observers and
within close proximity to them and in an
open place; and once minutes are recorded
about the opening of the poll in the form
provided by the Board.

48. Security of Polling Stations

1/ Polling stations shall be made ready prior to
election day by providing adequate protection
and security.

2/ Except for election officers, agents of political
parties and independent candidates, members of
Grievance Hearing Committee and accredited
election observers, anyone who is not a voter or
who has already voted shall not be present in a
polling station.
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3/

4/

5/

6/

7/

No person shall be found within a radius of five
hundred meters of the polling station inebriated,
carrying a weapon or in any other condition that
disrupts peace. In the event a person is found in
such a state, the head of the polling station shall
call for the support of security forces and take
necessary measures.

The responsibility of ensuring the security of
polling stations rests primarily on the head of
the polling station. Where the head of the
polling station, members of Grievance Hearing
Committee or polling station observers deem
that a police force is needed to safeguard the
polling station, they may make such requests to
the appropriate body. However, Grievance
Hearing Committee members, observers and
political parties and independent candidates’
agents shall make their request through the head
of the polling station.

The head of the polling station may order the
person who is not authorized to be in the
polling station or has attempted to disrupt the
electoral process to leave the polling station.
Where the person disobeys the order and
refuses to leave, the head may call upon the
police force to remove him. The police officer
upon discharging his duty shall leave the
polling station and return to his designated
place.

A police or security force or other person,
receiving an election security request from the
polling station head or chief election executive
of the constituency, has the duty to cooperate,
respond quickly and enforce the request in line
with Article 27 of Proclamation No. 1133/2019.

If a credible report emerges about a person
appearing in a polling station in possession of
suspicious documents, the person may be
searched in the presence of the head of polling
station, agents of all political organizations and
independent candidates and observers. In the
event that the suspicion is proven, appropriate
measures shall be taken.
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49. Voting Hours

1/ Unless the Board decides otherwise, voting
hours shall run from 6:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M.

2/ Where the Board decides special voting hours,
it shall announce to the public the special voting

hours at least two days prior to the voting day.

3/ Where the voting hour ends, the polling station
shall be closed. However, voters queued at the
premises of the polling station shall be allowed

to vote.

4/ Notwithstanding the provision of Sub-Article (1)
of this Article, where the Board is convinced that
election’s freeness and fairness will be further
promoted, it may extend the voting hours.

No person may be allowed to enter polling
stations before the opening and after the closing
of polling stations, except electoral officers,
members of Grievance Hearing Committee
elected from the public, candidates’ agents and

accredited election observers.

5/

50. Casting Vote

1/ Any voter shall appear in person and cast his
vote with full freedom.

2/
3/

Each voter shall cast his vote only once.

While a voter may cast his vote at a polling
station where he is registered, he is allowed to
cast vote if:

a) he carries his voter's card,;
b) his name is listed in the electoral roll; and

c) it has been ascertained that he has not yet
voted.
Unless the Board determines otherwise, all

voters shall cast their votes in a similar time
frame.

51. The Voting Process

1/ Each voter shall hand over his voter's identity
card, along with the document used to register
in accordance with Article 21 of this
Proclamation, to the electoral officers of the
polling station, whereupon they shall proceed to
verify his identity by examining information
provided.

4/
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2/ Upon identifying the voter based on sub-Article
(1) of this Article and after ascertaining that the
voter has not voted, he shall be made to sign in
the column of the electoral roll designated for
the purpose.

3/ After the voter has signed on the electoral roll,
his thumb, if he doesn't have a thumb any of his
other fingers, shall be marked with indelible ink
after which he shall be handed with a ballot
paper and directed to the voting booth. If the
voter doesn't have fingers, the electoral officers
shall ascertain that he has not voted already
before they allow him to vote, marking with
indelible ink on a visible part of his body.

4/ In the voting booth, the voter shall put on the
ballot paper an “X," an unequivocal mark or a
thumb mark in the square corresponding to the
symbol of the candidate for whom he wants to
vote, after which he shall fold the ballot paper
and insert it in the ballot box or bag placed in
front of the observers and within clear sight.

5/ Illiterate voters shall vote by dipping one of
their fingers in the ink made available and
pressing the inked finger in the square
corresponding to the symbol of the candidate
for whom they want to vote.

6/ Where the voter fails to properly make use of or
spoils the ballot paper, he may return the spoilt
ballot paper and receive a replacement and cast
his vote.

7/ The head of the polling station having given
special mark or written “spoilt’ at the back of
the ballot box returned based on Sub-Article (6)
of this Article, place it in a place provided for
this purpose.

8/ The Board may deploy technology to assist
with the voting and, in accordance with Article
58 of this Proclamation, the vote counting
processes. This shall be done in consultation
with contesting political parties and the
particulars shall be determined by a directive to
be issued by the Board.
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52. Voters Who Need Assistance

1/ The disabled, the elderly and pregnant women
shall be given priority during registration as
well as voting.

2/ Any voter who needs assistance to put a mark
on his ballot paper and insert it into the ballot
box has the right to select his own assistant. The
election officer, to the extent possible, shall
explain to the voter his rights so that he can
properly understand and use it. The particulars
shall be determined in a directive.

3/ Notwithstanding the provision of Sub-Article
(1) of this Article, the person selected by the
voter requiring assistant shall be of 18 years old
or above and shall not be a candidate or an
agent of a candidate.

53. Non-interruption of the Voting Process

1/ The voting process shall not be interrupted or
stopped.

2/ With out prejudice to the provision of Sub-
Article (1) of this Article:

a) Where voting is interrupted for any compelling
reason, even for a short period of time, and
when the electoral officers are convinced that
the problem has been resolved, voting may
resume immediately once the incident has been
recorded in the minute.

b) Where voting cannot be resumed due to
force majeure and the problem cannot be
resolved, the incident shall be recorded in
the minute and voting shall be discontinued
where it is; and the matter shall be
immediately reported immediately to a
higher elections branch office.

3/ A voting process discontinued in accordance
with Sub-Article (2) (b) of this Article shall be
conducted at another time determined by the
Board.

54. Disputing the Right to Vote

1/ An agent of a candidate may, before the
issuance of ballot papers to any voter, challenge
a person who is in the process of voting on the
grounds that he is not eligible to vote or has not
been registered to vote in that particular polling
station.
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2/ Where a voter is denied a ballot paper, a
complaint may be submitted by the voter
himself or a candidate’s agent.

3/ An agent of a candidate or a voter may object
improper action of an election officer, agent of
a candidate or on other person found within the
polling station on grounds other than the
provisions of Sub-Article (1) and (2) of this
Article.

4/ The Polling Station Grievance Hearing
Committee shall, after assessing the complaints
made in accordance with the provisions of this
Article, notify its decision in writing to the
person or body lodging the complaints prior to
conclusion of voting.

5/ The head of the polling station shall keep a
written record of the complaints submitted in
accordance with this Article and responses
provided to the complaints.

55. Voting on a Provisional Ballot

1/ Where Grievance Hearing Committee of the
polling state is convinced that a person whose
right to vote has been challenged in accordance
with Article 54 should be allowed to cast a
provisional vote, such a person shall cast a
provisional ballot in an envelope prepared for
thisurpose.

2/ A vote cast in accordance with Sub-Article (1)
above may be counted or rejected based on a
decision made in accordance with Article 153.

56. The Ballot Paper and Ballot Box

1/ The ballot papers to be prepared by the Board
for any type of election shall be user friendly
and secure against fraud.

2/ The ballot paper to be prepared by the Board
shall contain the candidates' photographs,
candidates’ symbols, full names of candidates
and names of their political party.

3/ The number of ballot papers the Board sends to
each polling station shall be equal to that of
registered voters in each polling station, with a
few extra ballot papers for contingency.

4/ The Board and electoral officers at every level
shall handle the ballot papers with high
standard of care and security.
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5/ all ballot boxes shall be made from translucent
material.

6/ Any transfer of election documents from one
person to another shall follow the legal
receiving procedures for such transfers. The
Board shall determine the in a directive.

CHAPTER FIVE

YOTE COUNTING AND ANNOUNCEMENT OF
RESULTS

57. Place of Vote Counting

1/ Vote counting of any election shall take place at
the polling station where voting took place.

2/ Notwithstanding the provisions of Sub-Article
(1) of this Article, the vote counting shall take
place at the secretariat of the constituency,
where due to disruption of security or other
similar compelling reason, such a request is
made to the constituency by the polling station
electoral officer and the request is granted by
the constituency or when electoral officer of the
constituency decides.

The vote counting to be conducted at the
secretariat of a constituency in accordance with
Sub-Article (2) above, shall be made in the
presence of agents of candidates, members of
the Grievance Hearing Committee elected by
the public and election observers.

The Board may issue a directive to determine
the implementation of this Article.

3/

4/

58. Commencement and Process of Voting

1/ Upon the closure of polls, the head of the polling
station, in the presence of candidates' agents,
Grievance Hearing Committee members elected
by the public, election observers and other
election officers and after establishing the
existence of sufficient natural or artificial light,
shall:

a) record the number of ballot paper issued for
that polling station;

b) record the number of voters who have cast
their votes on that day; and

¢) count and record the number of invalid and
unused ballot papers.
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AG Par0h DFeN NAA RATPFT NoohdoF same has been recorded in the minute, then
9o e OMOED oldtT ov-a. Loma.:: the seal shall be broken and the ballot box shall
PLgeR avlom, APLI° 0L aoP' LLITNA:: be opened; and the ballot papers taken out. It

shall be ascertained that the ballot box is empty.

[/ oo ¢HhzLo- ATALE °NC 0AT DUy 3/ Where the election is to different councils, after
looPave @ ALNC Ok PTOmT  PL9°0 the votes given to each council are sorted, the
aofien, @ldtT DraR 0AA PATS. 9°hC votes for one council shall be counted and those
U AEPC AT AALTETS Aok PTOmo- for each candidate registered; and the same
PLIPR RPC eI ATSAP PAA0- 9°hC procedure shall be followed for the other
0 gmé- Nhavdd e, LLSA:: council.

o/ QY KWiPx 100 ATPAR (8) Otevddrto- 4/ Should there not be sufficient light to
o Bmé- APBaoo  PULeNTA N4 commence counting in accordance with Sub-
NCYT PAA A7LPT Phchk: ohde T hunn Article (1) of this Article, agents of the
Praovldm- PPLI A°Y helk AOAT ARG candidates, members of the Grievance Hearing
pooCen, M. Lo  YAL  LUIT  NowolnR Committee elected by the public, and the head
PANNR  LELLTA:: LV APTF DAY of the polling station shall sign a record stating
PegeR oo, @LPET  ANLALO- PPOD this matter. When this happens, all ballot papers
Ve AILEC N9 LU shall be kept properly with appropriate security
FE2TM Ve R3804 awfl? KAl :: measures provided. The individuals listed in
MY 700 A3Pa ehadd T APF hé.a- this sub-article can remain in the polling station
N9°Com, MO, Lar aoHPT LA : should they chose to do so.

Z/ (Y RrPZ 7000 RrPAR (0) ooOéoT 5/ The vote counting that was interrupted in
erPLm PR Bmé- 1L NP PAm- accordance with Sub-Atrticle (4) of this Article,
&7 RE9 (LI1L NPl AL OA%T P shall resume no later than 7 A.M on the next
LOLAAN:: day.

L 0&yeo dmiwo- LR ALLAT ha 0770 6/ If an election officer, a political party or an

AIL PIPCom, ANLYU: C7akh TG opg9e
PUN Aok ohA  PoI PPLN RILUY
PoeCen, MLPw- Pl A holk R4
aCIC  0%Por  of9°  OH1L  hig
A%t 07e0AT 1L o-dT o4 LANA::
0g°Csn, M P+ @LYI° NY°Co AN P
0“7 bk 00 PLIR Bmio- V5T P
ANNNG RT9.BLT 0LI° RT4.BI° RTL.09°
A7L  ANLALYE 890 Bmé- RISNYLE
ALLD LTAAN::

G8.04 P2 AAQ L% avOmy, ol PtT
&/ &9 CFAmOWTFo- ole+T  herhtacr

PNTEeET MA75 Po AAD AV L7FAA-
V) Ponlelts "7 0OY° 1000 Qy:

agent of an independent candidate submits a
complaint alleging flawed counting process, the
Polling Station Grievance Hearing Committee
has to investigate and decide on the matter
immediately or no later than twelve hours.
Based on the decision of the polling station or
Constituency Grievance Hearing Committee,
the voting process may be discontinued or
stopped or where necessary, re-counted.

59. Invalid Votes

1/ A vote shall be deemed invalid for one of the
following reasons:

a) if it identifies the voter by name;
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A) A°NC O Aooldr WeLF A Fovdgv b) if it contains marking for more candidates to
¢PC NAL AT Aun2T AR the council than the voter is allowed to
e-LLANT Ty s make;

M) IO AN CATLLNT hh: c) ifitis blank;

av) avlebs T1TTT RTRwlm  oo(Pl d) it does not clearly indicate the voter’s intent;
Po2.LNEC hy:

w) MIP PLIH ov(en, @LPT PAVPY e) where, the ballot paper is not legal or issued
Ly NCon  MLa-  CATALM, by the polling station.
PL9°0 avisn, wl bt OP::

&/ Y A7Px 700 RiIPER (B) aoowldt PO 2/ Ballot papers invalidated in accordance with

AAN P1LLE 0lPtT NECOTo- “o-LP” Sub-Article (1) of this Article shall be clearly

P9 AV TOCOVTo: ANFTFo ASrldao marked "INVALID" on back, counted

eI separately and sealed.

x, 00290 dmé 5P 60. Conclusion of Vote Counting

o
™

ngeCcesn,

a.e eorhyLm LR Smé-

AT TG PP-
s/ Mo+t M0Fwo- ¢F1TF PI°Com ANLILPT:

AG Phok oho T AmPag PL£9°0 hAaat
AT PEmim 18T WITLUYI° o-mrl: CThhd
NA@Pr ALY %477 (028w PAa 10k
AT P9°Cen, ML oMl oo "o Fo AL

LALLTIN:: PTI° N1.21:F No-mtk: Péd
LA  Phchy ohA  PLIa7 Ao
LACTIN::

g eremlo LI oolon, @l 0

MY Arba 700 RrbR (B) aowlT

P 1é.Lavw- Py sn), a..e a-mt
oo+ Por PANOA KRG PICCHB,
o-mA MaeodePf  Po A9Cm hAA

050 LAYA::
PLI°0 Bmé oMl oY GE w7 (\d.Lovw-
Phch oA A7E PE 09%°0 1 LOATA::

. PPmé a-mt A140

s/ Ng°Cen, MNP L4

fEme  o-m
AN Lo+ PRLNDT PLI°0 avOsh), @l
A N0, Par+ PFooI0-G LR LAm-
ao T AN PERYC AL PPA: PAPA
PANAGT PO AAN PP PLY°0 av1sh,
OlP 7 A AT ALTSTS Ak
Pr707 LR M Nowpf T $Pmé-o-
AtasPd OR7L A% 00T (19°Con,
a. fo- “MNJ 0k AALS AL oPf AVHA
NL4 oo lAZ haN-d::

Upon conclusion of vote counting at a polling
station:

1/ Electoral officers and agents of candidates present
shall ascertain that the voting and counting
process and the results thereof are valid by signing
on the minutes and form designated for this
purpose. However, any agent of a candidate who
has complaints regarding the process and results
may register his complaints on the form and affix
his signature thereto.

2/ The wvotes counted shall be sealed and
immediately sent to the constituency together
with the polling station results confirmation
form, minutes and the polling station results
announcement form that have been signed in
accordance with Sub-Article (1) of this Article.

3/ A copy of the wvote counting results
confirmation form shall be issued immediately
to the agent of a candidate who has signed the
form.

61. Announcement of Results

1/ Results of the vote counting conducted at a
polling station shall be posted on a notice board
of the polling station within an hour after the
conclusion of ballot counting indicating the
number of ballot paper issued for that polling
station; the number of registered voters in the
polling station; number of voters who cast their
vote; the number of used, unused, invalid and
spoiled ballot papers; and the number of votes
obtained by each candidate.
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g/ PI°Com NAAN PIPCom AV4AT LT U 2/ Upon receiving the results of the elections to
+oht TG PhAA 9°NC LT AQAT 9°Con, the House of Peoples’ Representatives and
oMo DP9 MO Lo RWILLLNTo: ®L9° Regional Councils from each polling station,
e-ELIIM DAPIe (1AL PPy U2 hAaorman constituency electoral officers shall, in the
NOFPC (19°Com, AAA. PLI°K aviiss, L Hho- presence of candidates or their agents, add up
s ed 034 aAeo Tt ST AaANAm LH and announce the elections results to the public
o0 TO8SLPT e o T oo 01T within five days of the conclusion of ballots
N Lolm- 1T o-m AUHA L4 unless prevented by circumstances that are
9 el hAVT®-:: evidently beyond their control.

i/ Aot T@SSEPT Al LR 1177 T o 3/ Where two candidates receive equal number of
N e T ANGL®T AAP T ANTI4 PUY votes and it is impossible to determine the
AT AA L9 PTTT TS SEPT winner, a re-election shall be conducted only
NF Falto- 0CS N2.000- L 99 between the candidates who have received
goCeE, RISAPVTE® LLLIN:: equal number of votes at a later date to be

B PG, MAA  POCH  PALST (LY determined by the Board. .

- ‘ T 4/ The electoral officers of a constituency,
WrPR 100 RIPR (B) el g4 concerning the results they announced in
PREFTT @-m - accordance with Sub-Article (2) above shall:

V) aTos58eP T oy ohbeFTo- Co-at a) issue a copy of result confirmation form to
ao- T’ LAMA-: candidates or their agents;

A) No-m At “1o€e To PATo- W1& PX b) fill in the result announcement form and
ANCS ZVéA O AP0 AN send a copy to the Board Secretariat as well
PEPT  (NPRLE®  AYITT  PCITAG as to electoral branch offices at every level.
AVéT LT LAhA::

Z/CS NAmPAL P9°Cen, o-m- T heI°Con 5/ The Board, until it receives all results from each
NAA- AmSE ANNLCAD €40 hPI°Com, constituency, may announce at its Secretariat
NAA- CoomaFr PUNA  FohtTE  PhAA provisional results from constituencies for
gonC LT ROAT PooCen, @Ml elections to House of Peoples' Representatives
MLLLPYF  N0CS AV T 0T AIAR and Regional Councils. The Board shall
LFAn:: PG PCamm L4P o-mT 07 announce the provisional election results where
$CT one DATINA 0CS LLLP @-ml:? the final official results have not been
L4 ML LECOI A determined within 10 days.

Z/ ageCcon, naae e-Fana- egoar 6/ The ballot papers cast in each constituency
e AMNVFo-  olddt T e h9ecen, should be sealed and transported to and stored
naa. 0PCOt 0215 PNCS- ACHT Avé.1 at the nearest Board Office or Regional Board
0 e NhAA PCTRE ZVLA O Secretariat.

AT%Poome LLRLIAN::

Z/ erx  erTamQTe-  odd 7 RePeH 7/ The Board shall issue a directive pertaining to

AT209° A0 218 hdovApt OCS HCHC
avand, @ COAA\::

e L4 P avi)pm

4/

peCenm- L& S PPs  hndAn,
o lEPT AN 0RA e14.21m hadye
nae ey v haomeo (0HPC
hoecsno- +77 +rie QA+ T PTHT 00T
+rae Ctovpahl 7 10T PPH L4P

ao)(\5B), CMDA\::

keeping and disposal of ballot papers after
elections.

62. Official Declaration

1/ Upon the conclusion of electoral process and
collection of the necessary information, the
Board, unless prevented by circumstances that
are evidently beyond its control, within 10 days
after the election day shall make an official
declaration containing the following particulars:
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V) Claoll )t ool RPCE a) The number of registered voters;

A) £9°6 PAm: ol RPC: b) The number of voters that have cast their vote;
h) &I°0 ams LAONM: ¢-tao (- c) The percentage of registered voters that have
av fu(T ooy (Nav 4G : cast their votes and of those that have not;
av) Plovldav  hebsPT NS NCHCT d) The list of elected candidates and their

Phavlm(IT PI°Con, NAAE respective constituency;
w) PRIGE  70EN  TCEPT  AIS09 e) The list of winner political parties and
independent candidates as well as the
eI FOSSCPT OPGT aPRC Ok number of seats they have won for each
L1417 ovdavsn, A4 council;
Ll PPIC AL PPA: PAPA: DPPY° @< PV f) The number of used, unused and invalid
PLgep  avom, @ld Tl ALISTS  Aobk ballot papers and the total votes each

candidate obtained in each polling station

agyecsn AN . Po- PI7Tm- LL£9I°0 oMl . .
and other relevant information.

AT MO AN PAT @ anldBP::
€/ Y Ri1Px 700 RrPRX (B) P0A@-
A78AmNe v N9°Cm AN L8
M-10% onAtT AL PPLO AlES25F
oMl avI0\RT RTLHL PULPRCD hUy

2/ With out prejudice to the provisions of Sub-
Article (1) above, if complaints lodged on
results at constituency level has the effect of
delaying the declaration of result, the official
declaration of result may be extended up to 20

L4-2 om:t CTAARNT W Adh B P days.
L0 ANE LTAN::
PART FOUR
nNEA hét
A _Zath TCEST QmPaa POLITICAL PARTIES IN GENERAL
POLF AT “HAPTER ONE
PZath TGk Aawdddot EORMATION OF POLITICAL PARTY
EF. eZ0th TCE DA awamdldd 63. Bolitical Party Formation
Bl IEm-9° KA PCP  P2ath TG 1/ Every Ethiopian has the right to form a political
pmybdge  @ege  PraEh TG ANA party or be a member of a political party.

PaolPr ao(I-T- haw-::

g MTIFo9° AL niL Yoo QHL
0L U7 A% PP (Y hAPE aow/lq|
PRIC APs oL9° PhAA P77 0Th JCHt;
AMA P77 oot ha@-::

/Y RivZ 100 ATPR (b)) AT ()

2/ Every Ethiopian 18 years of age and above
has the right to be a member of a National or
Regional Party in accordance with this
Proclamation.

3/ Notwithstanding the provision of sub-articles
(1) and (2), the following persons shall not be

erLie-  SCT eerhtat AP members of a political party:
7 0Lh TG RO o077 ALTA9:-
V) 4% a) Judge;
A) 20, h: b) Prosecutor;
h) Pavhah e AP AOA: c¢) Member of the defense;
o) PN PRUTIT ARG PATI AhAT d) Employee of the police force, intelligence
n(n'l“?."'? units and security forces;
w) PACS AANANGT AG OCATFH e) The official of the Board and employees.
i ay Rrex 100 Rrex (F) Ctadier 4/ 1If the persons listed in sub-article (3) intend to
A2 N7 ath TGt RAATT ao3dadn be members of a political party, they shall
né.a- a3 poif VA av\ PP resign from their government service.

ANVT@-: :
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N
b

&Y A7PR 100 ATPAR (F) Lo
P Ao heHo- Cav 3t o (e
4.2L RILAPP  TEPC  NLaoviAbila-
AMA ANdAL® ACYE LONSA::

i/ NeCeE M+ oA PoodlrG Pavav/
avAl-k P10 Q@ A1%0- 0778 L0
Haoy 70T G RAA ool
ALTAY::

. RIC_Ae+SF ¢Z7°0th TCt hagvanhdt

b/ A1 770 TG UG ATE P2 0Th

TG Porom0 bl o-:-

V) I, oo~ RAAT S

A) heol T AQAE @At ¥ (oot
PLNAMT  PATL  hAA  ofNF
1PLPT AP

)T PG ool RAAT 1P T -
NAEEe LT ANT  DANT
o0t (Le7TN Ohiok nANT o0
1PLPT AT RS

av) (LY RIPZ 700 ATPR (B) (ch)
oow/l ;- hPhAA. AVIC APs TG

av o L5y h2.oo010-1  AOAT
NAL7TSTS  NAAN  hArdéd- AP0

Novf-@- w0 1P¢ OVt 10-::

g/ Yy A7 100 RiPAR (8) etmdal
oo\ T ANAT AL T TH Gootq
an.e nAg ve M2 oL NsCe 01
-4y Pavyelp  aoA1PTo- P44
?7aqh JClLo FUTAN Aao P’y
a7 I5Fo- hoo-A. A“PFo- 17 0T 4T
&LCPTFo- 21005 (O-Fool(HNT Rhaq,
P4 NAUSTo ATCLoo 14919
erLN o AMVT-::

i/ ARrPAR 700 RIPAR (8)  ~C

Plavpl-le: Pov o lof RAAT aoldB Ph0A7

ovo-A. O9°: P ALY PN 0L9° ©d5:

R7LPANNVNTE Co19401F7 0J AR O9°

0l P kPG CIPLIT TN

9L PPl CIPLIT “LDN1P av( @

¢PC PLam NPY oo f kP4 LG RS

PN 7 COLIARGT  RTLUIC PonlE

A-NAo-7 O9°GF &C77 PN o7 A0

(HY AZex 100 A7PER () AT (F)

taooptrtom. oowls- T Clo- 297 0PClo-

Poo0lT ROAT oold® FRRAT T A4

TChoe oL  TChor Ao nA

M
<

5/ A person who violates sub-article (3) of this
Article shall be deemed to have willingly
resigned from his government service and the
necessary measures will be taken on him by the
relevant authority.

6/ A person who has been deprived of his right to
vote and be elected by a judicial decision shall
not become a member of a political party for
the duration of his ban.

6. ion of . litical

1/ A political party shall be formed as a
nationwide political party where:

a) it has at least 10,000 founding members;

b) not more than 40 Percent of its founding
members are residents of a single region;

c) the remaining founding members are
permanent residents of at least four other
regions of Ethiopia; and

d) the number of members registered as
founders in each region as laid down in Sub
-Article (1) (c) of this Article constitutes at
least fifteen percent (15%) of the total
founding members.

2/ The founding members specified under sub-
article (1) of this Article: must be at least 18
years old; not deprived of the right to vote by
law or a court’s decision; their consent to be
members of the political party expressed by
their signature affixed next to their full name;
and must have submitted to the party evidence
of their residence in the place of their
registration.

3/ The document signed by the founding members in
accordance with sub-article(2) of this Article, shall
specify the member’s full name, seX, age, Kebele
or Woreda, as appropriate special name for their
residence area or house number; type of proof of
residence, identification number of proof of
residence if available, signature and the date of
registration as well as the name and signature of
the person who took down these particulars.

4/ In accordace with Sub-Acrticle (2) and (3) of this
Article the party or the person who presents the
party’s document to have the party registered
shall attach a statement of oath confirming that
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&/ AN T

oy eampf-lrar G- PA ovyA PPCOA:
AMEMNeG U ALITI NG oo0e T
ANAE N9.940T AhO0. P1PLY T “14.9197
ot NAMT Ao AhA IC Noo 100G
ALNE LTAN::

PATool il Q@7 Clovl]
N0eo0A: HOHE a9°G &G 0“8
PAAT Ao A784 N770o0A oL9° (AA
o040 o718 PPLN ovlE N"IST@-9°
Ao 0°2¢CN P$7 0LI® OGS 0
N0 LCm-  “9Ne-T  PHLALNT  ATEPY
AN Qae  POTEN T oow/lqf
P.00L@ ACIE A78TmOP PG
V) haeg  ¢rmeae-  PPOCOC  F0C
PloPo TCLo- 19°HI10 AL ALA WUy
L0 PPN “QowhnF oL A-LCH
a’1Prat A0t Govg-t T CoLor
07 ath 7CE 1 hovoo )l LhahaA:
ATL0  heYeNcac k04 oC
VIR Pam “TIG @90 PTCE ovd:
344, ARG 100N 0ICL bl ol
ANATT hoodtq LI18A::
a)hae  eradae-  CU70CAC  -FC
eroto: TCLo ool 4P
nramo- kA Wt P HOmo- 4P L
TACH AP ract  APOT Gavd
TCho 0770 TCEE Aavav i)
ATS09°  h7erOCNC A4 9C
V7R LA PIG o9 PTCL avds:
DAL AG 2000 0TCE ovdét oL9°
AATYTT A6 RISLTA ol
AT

Z/ Y Ri1P&x 100 ATPR (B) avwlch
?7°aqkh
aez.eanannt+ 0 237 ARG  ehaee
NAWNLo: £A. CONLTNN NGATT A PR A
Q1510 oo ooP7 A0NT::

Z/ NCH R1& PTtavlll ANC Ade P77Aqkh
JCE Y RTPAR 100 ATPAR (b)
Pavpirto-7

TClo- a4 AQA+7

N5 o7 PAMAT  dPC

4 o7 TCheo- (0Pt hovlk:
o ePCN7  PAAAT  NCHC  L7°CF
aow /i (197841 PLIMTNA::

/Oy  R7Px 700 RIPAR (B) oowlor

a0 T ROAT PL.Cov (1T A1 AnNN L4
CUT O£ -

5/

6/

7/

8/

the particulars of the founding members are
correct. When doubtful circumstances happen,
the Board may, in collaboration with the body
mandated to grant proof of residence in the
founding members’ place of residence,
investigate the circumstance.
Where a fraudulent registration of a person as a
member; using fictitious name and signature; or
fraudulent impersonation or other presentation
of fraudulent information by a party has been
established following complaint by any person
or investigation by the Board, without prejudice
to the sanctions to be imposed in accordance
with the relevant criminal law:

a) if the above-mentioned party involved in fraud
is in the process of getting registered, its
registration application shall be rejected, and
the party shall be barred from registering as a
political party for the next five years. A leader
or member of the party’s management or any
other person who have been implicated in the
fraud will be barred from party leadership or
membership.

b) if the abovementioned party involved in
fraud has already been registered, the
registration shall be cancelled, and the party
shall be barred from registering as a political
party for the next five years and leader or
member of the party’s management or any
other person who have been implicated in
the fraud will be barred from party
leadership or membership.

The recruitment of founding members in
accordance with Sub-Article (1) of this Article
shall reflect gender considerations and the

contribution of members of the local
community.
The Board shall verify that a registered

Nationwide Political Party has the requisite
minimum number of members specified under
Sub-Article (1) of this Article, based on a
members’ list that the party will presents every
two years.

The document signed by the founding members
in accordance with the Sub-Article (2) of this
Article shall be a document open to the public.
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b/

N5 TFm-9° LLE 9°Con 1970401 Now’y
PoLPCAN PN PR Povi™F 9CHIN
newfoos. Wi ST 04T P40 Oy
PAcb: 2T 9PN hoofavs. (14l oomG PP
A0

ZE. fhAA ¢Z7ath TCt OA gvavhiét

b/ AT PZ0aEh TCE (aAA P2 akh

TCErE eo00lot ot

U/ 6 oot W, oo RAAT OF 4 T AT

A/ DIY ool ROAT 0T haAA oot
nage evrt PhAa o005 1PLPT
(LU"I- Tm-::

€/ any ArPx 00 ATPAR (B) il

i/

0T AT AL To- TE Gootq
an.e nag evrr: v wed NsCLe 0L
A% PawdPlp  aoAIJ T PAT46.4.:
e ath  TChoe  AOA AUPSTo-
eI 3 F -7 1005 011001
A0,  1P¢  NA@USTeo  ATCLo-
LN, PPLN oo Pr AANTo-::

ATPR 00 RIPR ne
ravpalrtor  Poolf ROAT ool
PANA7 ov-A. O9°: P A% PA,
OLI mlAhT RILLAINVNTE P25 4T
nJ- A% a9° wl9 0T RTC: CIPLYT
A L L YA T SN 2 A (1 S S T A T
TLINE), P kPC LA NPT avp @
$Pé: LCT AT NI PT COLIARS
ATL0Y° PawlE A7 09T LG
.0 oo AANT::

Yy AHK7rPx 700 A7PR
O-teopirta oowlA4 TChoo PPLNo-
PaoN T hOAT aol® oL PO T
a1 RT09° O anldE 0T
P00k ACYE hAL (WIPA X(0)
AT (&) lPooma aowll LUGTA =

(€)

(&) aq ()

Z/ Y A7PR 100 RIPAR (b)) aowlot
eath  IChoe ool ROATT
0°7.ea0000-1 2.0 2377 AGT C1APR
NAh00.0-  PA- PUANLTAN RGN
HPAA VITHN oo ooP7 AdNT::

B OCS  A7e  eTesll PhAA  PZath
et QWY ATPAR 00 RIPA(B)

gtavpta7 HPTE PAQAT RPC  £71A
a Py T Cho- (1P0-0T %ovl: 197 2P CNo-
PANAT HCHC 677Gl aow/lol LITMA =

9/

Registration requests submitted at any level
during any election period shall be addressed
before commencement of  candidates’
registration if submitted 90 days prior to
commencement of voter registration.

65. Eormation of a Regional Political Party

1/

2/

3/

4/

5/

6/

A political party shall be formed as a Regional
Political Party where:

a)
b) more than sixty percent (60%) of the
founding members are permanent residents
of the same regional state.
The founding members provided under Sub-
Article (1) of this Article: must be 18 years of
age and above; not deprived of the right to vote
by law or a court’s decision; must have
expressed their consent to be members of the
political party; and must have submitted to the
party proof of their residence in the place of
their registration.

it has 4000 founding members;

The document signed by the founding members
in accordance with the Sub-Article (2) above
shall specify the member’s full name, sex, age,
Kebele or Woreda, as appropriate special name
for their residence area or house number; type
of proof of residence, identification number of
proof of residence if available, signature and the
date of registration as well as the name and
signature of the person who took down these
particulars.

The verification of the information about the
founding members that the party presents in
accordance with Sub-Articles (2) and (3) of this
Article and the sanctions to be imposed if
fraudulent information is discovered, shall be in
accordance with Article 64 (4) and (5).

The recruitment of founding members in
accordance with Sub-Article (1) of this Article
shall reflect gender considerations and the
involvement of members of the local
community.

The Board shall verify that a registered Regional
Political Party has the requisite minimum number
of members specified under Sub-Article (1) of this
Article, based on a members’ list that the party
presents every two years.
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7/

8/

9/

RE

The document signed by the founding members
in accordance with the Sub-Article (2) of this
Article shall be a document open to public.

Registration requests submitted at any level
during any election period shall be addressed
before commencement of  candidate’s
registration and the announcement of the
elections timetable if submitted 90 days prior to
commencement of voter registration.

The Board shall issue a directive to determine
particulars required to implement Article 64 and
this Acrticle.

CHAPTER TWQ
ISTRATION OF POLITICAL PARTY

66. Registration

1/

2/

3/

4/

Any political party can operate as a Political
Party in Ethiopia only upon registration by the
Board and receipt of a certificate of legal

personality — in  accordance  with  this
Proclamation.
A Political Party that has obtained legal

personality in accordance with Sub-Article (1)
of this Article may enter into a contract with
third parties; sue and be sued; to be owner or
possessor of a property; sell, exchange, or
transfer assets in any other way or execute any
other lawful act that is in line with its purpose.

With out prejudice to the provision of Sub-
Article (1) of this Article, citizens intending to
establish a political party may apply to the
Board to be granted a certificate of provisional
registration.

The application in accordance with Sub-Article
(2) above should be presented with: a written
request for registration; meeting minutes with
200 signatures for a Nationwide Party or 100
signatures for a Regional Party; the provisional
name of the party to be established; a
confirmation to abide by the election law and
other relevant laws; and receipt showing the
payment of the Board’s service fee.
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5/

6/

The Board shall, upon verifying that the
documents specified under Sub-Article (4) of
this Article have been submitted, issue a
provisional  registration  certificate.  The
provisional registration certificate is valid for
only three months. However, if the applicants
present a satisfactory reason, the validity of
provisional registration certificate may be
extended for additional three months.

A political party that has obtained a provisional
registration certificate can use the certificate
only for the purpose of conducting activities
required by this Proclamation for the
registration of the party.

67. Application for Registration of as a Political
Parties

1/

2/

3/

Any application for registration of a political
party shall be signed by the party leader and
submitted to the Board.

The application submitted in accordance with
Sub-Article (1) of this Article shall be
accompanied by the following documents:

a) the memorandum of association of the party
done in accordance with Article 72 of this
Proclamation;

b) the political program of the party done in
accordance with Article 73 of this
Proclamation;

c) the by-laws of the Poletical Party prepared

in accordance with Article 74 of this

Proclamation;

the names and addresses of the party leaders,

and a document showing their consent to be

leaders and endorsed by their signature;

d)

e) the document signed by founding members
which will be made available to the public;

f) the document showing that the political
party leaders are elected in accordance with
the party’s by-law and in a free and
democratic process.

Each document provided under the preceding

Sub-Article (2) of this Article shall be

accompanied by five copies and submitted

together with the application for registration.
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4/

5/

6/

7/

A party applying for registration shall pay:

a) registration fee; and

b) fee for revision of basic documents when
required.

Receipt for payment made in accordance with
Sub-Article (4) (a) of this Article shall be
submitted together with the application for
registration.

The amount payable under sub-article (4) of
this Article shall be determined by the Board.

The documents of the political party registered
in accordance with this Proclamation shall be
made available to the public.

68. The Board’s Responsibility

1/

2/

3/

4/

5/

The Board shall examine the application for
registration based on Article 67 within 21 days;
and where a political party has failed to fulfill
the requirements, give the party a written notice
of 30 days to fulfill the requirements.

Where the Board’s examination of the
application as per Sub-Article (1) of this Article
shows that the requirements are fulfilled, it
shall, within 15 days, make a public
announcement on the appropriate Mass Media,
its website, social media sites, enquiring of any
opposition to the party requesting registration
proposed name or symbol or other related
issues.

Any person opposing the registration in
accordance with Sub-Article (2) of this Article,
shall present such opposition to the Board
within 14 days from the date of the public

announcement. The Board shall not issue
registration permit within this period.
The Board may request for supporting

documents and information that are necessary
for the registration process.

The Board shall, upon receiving the application
and supporting documents in accordance with
Article 67 of this Proclamation, examine and
ascertain the submission of the requisite
documents and their authenticity. It shall, after
requesting the party to submit a confirmation to
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abide by the Constitution, this Proclamation,
other relevant laws and codes of conduct as
well as visiting the party’s head office, process
the formalities of registration within 45 days
and issue to the applicant a certificate of legal
personality.

6/ The Board, using the appropriate mass media,
shall notify the public of the registered political
party in accordance with sub-article (5) of this
Article.

7/ The Board shall, in accordance with Chapter
eight of this section, monitor the income source,
expenditure list and assets of a Political Party;
where illegal acts are found the Board shall take
the necessary measures in accordance with this
Proclamation.

8/The Board shall submit periodical and yearly
reports to the House of
Representatives pertaining to:
a) government’s funding of political parties
based on Article 100 of this Proclamation
and the utilization of the fund; and

Peoples’

b) the overall activity of political parties.

9/ The Board shall, upon receiving the audit report
as per Article 105 of this Proclamation,
publicize it; and where it deems necessary it
may order inspection.

69. Political Party Barred from Reqistration

1/ The political party that has submitted a
registration application shall not be registered if :

a) its name; abbreviation of its name; emblem; or
symbol is culturally and ethically unacceptable
in the country; or

b) its name; abbreviation of its name; emblem; or
symbol is in use by another party or is similar
to that of another party that it is likely to result
in voters’ confusion; or
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70.

c)its name; abbreviation of its name; emblem;
symbol; founding document or rules aim to
foment conflict and violence based on
ethnicity, religion and other similar differences
and by spreading hatred and enmity among
Nations, Nationalities and Peoples; or exclude
people from being members or supporters on
the basis of ethnicity, religion or identity; or

d)aims to fulfill its purpose through armed
struggle; or

e) it has members with foreign Nationality; or

f) formed for the purpose of pursuing unlawful
activities.

2/ A party that objects the decision of the Board

made in accordance with Sub-Article (1) of this
Article may appeal to the Federal High Court
within 30 days of receiving such decision. The
party that has filed the petition shall be
considered as having a legal personality, and the
party leader, who was elected based on the
party’s by-law and is the signatory of the
registration application, shall be deemed to be
the party’s lawful representative.

rganization or A iations _Barr from

Registration as Political Party

The following organizations or associations may

not be registered as political parties under this

Proclamation:

1/ associations or organizations formed for the
purpose of carrying on commercial and
industrial activities in accordance with the
Commercial Code or the Civil Code or other
relevant laws;

2/ not for profit or welfare associations or
organizations;

3/ Mass Media, Trade Unions and Professional
Associations;

4/ Mutual help Associations;

5/ Religious Organizations;

6/ social associations such as idir, equb, and the
like.
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CHAPTER THREE
DOCUMENTS OF POLITICAL PARTY

71. Document of a Political Party

1/ A political party shall have the following basic
documents:

a) memorandum of association;
b) political program;
c) by-laws;

d) documents related to ownership, property
and revenue and expenditure.

2/ A political party that intends to amend the
documents listed under Sub-Acrticle (1) from (a)
to (c) of this Article shall first notify the Board
of its intention. The Board shall, as appropriate,
accept and process the request for amendment
in accordance with the provisions of Article 68.

72. A Political Party’s Memorandum of Association

1/ Individuals who desire to establish a political
party must have a memorandum of association
in which they declare the establishment of the
political party they want to organize.

2/ A memorandum of association shall include the
following particulars:

a) the full name of the party and its
abbreviation;

b) the emblem of the party;
c) the objectives of the party;

d) the party’s assets and source of income;

e) the day and year of establishment of the
party;

f) the addresses of the party’s head office and
branch offices;

g) the procedures of issuing the by-laws.

3/ The memorandum of association of a political
party shall be adopted at the general meeting
held to establish the party.

73. Political Party’s Program

Any political party must have a program in which
the political belief it pursues as its objective is
formulated and the adoption and amendment of the
program shall be done at the party’s general
meeting.
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74. Political Party’s Bv-Laws

1/ Any political party must have its own by laws.
Such by-laws shall include the following
particulars:

a) conditions for admission and expulsion of
members;
b) details of the right and duty of members;

c) details of the various organs of the party, the
procedure for their election, their tenure and
description of their respective functions;

d) types of membership fees and payment

structure as well as the members’
participation level in the party’s activities;

e) the party’s procedures for
meetings and passing decisions;

f) details of measures of procedure and code of
conduct applicable to members;

g) a stipulation that the quorum for the party’s
general meeting shall be constituted by at
least 5 percent of the minimum number of
founding members required in this
Proclamation;

convening

h) a stipulation that the party’s general meeting
shall be held at least once every three years;

i) organizational structure of the party and
positions within the party including the
establishment and functions of party’s
branch offices;

j) list of matters that require the decision of
the party’s general Assembly;

k) the course of action and decision-making
process for forming a merger, coalition, or
front with other political parties, as well as
for the party’s dissolution;

) The procedure for the nomination of party
members for national and other various level
elections;

m) The party’s human resource, financial and
audit administration process;

n) The party’s financial and  asset
administration policy, income mobilization
process as well as an explanation of the
person or organ of the party mandated to
decide on such matters;
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The procedure for resolving political
party’s internal disputes; and

details as to the equality of votes between
every member of the Political Party.

p)

2/ Any by-law of political party shall not abridge
the right of a member of the political party
guaranteed to him as citizen or of release him

from his duties as a citizen.

3/ The by-law of every political party shall
stipulate that the election of its leadership and
other officials at all levels must be conducted in
a transparent, free and fair manner, where

secrecy of the ballot is protected.

4/ Any political party when conducting election
for leadership position shall ensure gender

representation consideration.

5/ The by-law of every political party shall be
consistent with the provisions of Article 75 and
from Article 86 to Article 90 of this
Proclamation.

When dispute arises between members of a
political party regarding the implementation of
the by-law of the party and other related issues
and an application is made to the Board, it shall
establish a panel of experts that shall investigate
and provide a recommendation on the matter.
The implementation particulars  will be
determined by a directive to be issued by the
Board.

6/

CHAPTER FOUR
RIGHT AND DUTY OF APOLITICAL PARTY

75/ Independence of a Political Party in Respect to
its Own Affairs

Every political party:

1/ Shall determine in its by-laws the procedures of
adopting and amending its political program
and by-laws as well as holding meetings;

2/ In accordance with its by-laws, shall have
leading organs to direct, decide and implement
its political activity.

76. Establishing Branch Offices

1/ Any Political Party may establish branch offices
anywhere within the country for the purpose of
carrying out its political activity.
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2/ A political party that has branch offices at the
National, Regional and Sub-Regional levels
shall stipulate in its by-law, the relationship
between various branches and their power
structure.

77. Exemption from Income Tax

1/ Any political party shall not be liable to pay any
kind of income tax on income collected from its
members and supporters.

2/ Political party does not have the obligation to
collect and transfer to the government,
employees’ salaries’ income tax in accordance
with the law.

78. Duty t mit Report

1/ A political party registered in accordance with
this Proclamation has the duty to:

a) Submit an annual report that outlines the
number of its members, their gender and age
distribution and their place of residence;

b) At the request of the Board, submit a
document showing compliance with the
minimum number of members required and
other standards set under this Proclamation;

c) Where it intends to convene a meeting to
form a front, merger, or coalition, notify the
Board to attend the meeting at least 30 days
in advance;

d) Submit a written report signed by the leader
annually or within a timeline determined by
the Board, on the party’s assets and
liabilities certified, as appropriate, by an
auditor or an accountant.

2/ The report provided under Sub-Article (1) (d)
of this Article shall disclose the income or asset
sources of the political party.

3/ The Board may, after giving a one-month
warning for a political party that does not
comply with the obligations under Sub-Article
(1) take necessary measures in accordance with
Article 98 of this Proclamation.

4/ Where the property and debt in accordance with
this Articles submitted in writing to the Board
by a political party or a leader of a political
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80. Notifi

1/ A political party has an obligation under this
Proclamation to give a written information in
certified documents when requested by Board.

2/ When a political party convenes a general
meeting, it has to notify 30 days in advance for
a Board representative to attend the meeting.

3/ Where a political party required to give
information in accordance with Sub-Article (1)
of this Article is unwilling to provide such
information or gives intentionally untrue
information, the Board shall take measures
stipulated under Article 98(1) (d) of this
Proclamation.

ion of Management Member.

1/ Any political party, when it elects new leaders,
shall notify the Board in writing within one
month.

2/ When a political party that loses leading
members for various reasons and such number
is below 50%+1, the party shall elect in their
replacement within 30 days. The party shall
inform this incident within a month to the
Board.

81. Keeping Documents of Political Parties

1/ Any political party shall have the duty to keep
proper record of the matters provided under
chapter eight sub-section two of this
Proclamation such as, books of account,
certificates of donation, ownership deed.

2/ Notwithstanding the provision of Sub-Article
(1) of this Article, based on the reasons of space
constraint and manpower shortage, books of
accounts aged over 10 years may be disposed.
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83. Righ

3/ With out prejudice to the provision of Sub-
Article (1) and (2) of this Article, every
political party shall keep other documents of the

party properly.

82. Political Party Annual Audit

1/ Any political party must keep properly its
income, expenditure, assets and liabilities
records, bank statements and documents. The
Board will issue a directive to determine the
titles and details that these documents must
contain.

2/ Unless stated otherwise in this Proclamation,
every political party shall commission within
three months of the end of the budget year, an
external auditor whose professional competency
has been approved by the mandated body; an
accountant who has taken a professional oath;
or a Board appointed auditor to conduct the
financial audit and submit to the Board an audit
report.

3/ Where its financial position for the budget year
preceding the one to be audited is less than Birr
300,000 (Birr three hundred thousand) the
political party can assign an accountant who has
taken a professional oath to conduct the annual
financial audit and submit the report to the
Board.

4/ Where its financial position for the budget year
preceding the one to be audited is more than
Birr 300,000 (Birr three hundred thousand), the
political party can engage a certified external
auditor, or an auditor assigned by the Board to
conduct the annual audit and submit the report
to the Board.

5/ The external auditor, provided in Sub-Article
(2) and (3) of this Article, shall be appointed by
the political party executive organ.

6/ As appropriate, the Board may request the
Auditor General to investigate financial
documents of any political party.

f Auditor or A ntan

The auditor or accountant auditing a political
party’s finances has the right to request for, and
examine any document related to the assets and
properties of the political party.
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84/ A Person Incapable of Appointment as Political

Party Auditor or Serving as an Accountant

Whosoever served or is serving a political party in
the capacity of a lawyer, an employee, a Board
member, or in any manner that may cause conflict
of interest, shall not be engaged as the political
party auditor or accountant.

85. Procedure of Auditor of Political Party

1/ A political party’s auditor or accountant and the
professionals they engage to assist with the
work shall perform their work ethically,
honestly and independently.

2/ The auditor’s audit or the accountant’s
investigation report shall be submitted in
writing to the political party leaders.

3/ The certificate of professional competence of
the auditor or the accountant shall be attached
to the audit report to be submitted by a political

party.

86. Designation and Emblem of Political Party

1/ The designation of any political party shall
not be similar to or create confusion with the
designation of another political party and
shall be the sole designation of the party.

2/ The emblem and symbols of the party:

a) Shall not be similar with the emblems and
symbols of other political parties;

b) Shall not create hatred and conflict among
Nation, Nationalities, Race, Religion;

¢) Shall not convey messages of war and
other unlawful acts;

d) Shall not be similar with the symbols or
emblem of Ethiopia or with those of the
various international organizations or with
the symbols of religious organizations;

e) Shall not be against public morality or
ethics or other similar interests.
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express freely his views and comments, to elect or
to be elected.

88. Membership Dues

A member of a political party may pay
membership dues periodically to the political party
in accordance with the by-laws or decisions of the
political party.

89. Expulsion from Membership

1/ A member of a political party may be expelled
from membership in accordance with the by-
law of the political party.

2/ A member aggrieved by the party’s decision to
expel him, may take his grievance to the
various levels established according to the
party’s by-laws.

90. Membership

1/ Any political party shall have members
including the founders and members admitted
after the formation of the party.
A person cannot be a member of more than one
political party at the same time.

2/

3/ Any member or leader of a political party may
at any time withdraw membership by notifying
the party in writing. If the person is a member
of the Federal or State Council, in addition to
the party, the person must notify his party
membership withdrawal to the council where he

is a member.

4/ A party or a council who received a party
membership  withdrawal  notification in
accordance with Sub-Article (3) of this Article
must notify the matter to the Board within 15
days. Upon receiving the notification, the
Board shall delete the name of the member

from the party’s membership list.

5/ With out prejudice to the provision of this
Proclamation on coalition, merger and

succession of political parties, if a member or
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leader of political party establishes another
political party; participates or joins in the
process of establishing another party; publicly
advocates the establishment of another political
party; or promotes the program, interest and
policy of another party; the person shall be
deemed as withdrawing from his existing party
even if he does not submit a withdrawal request
according to Sub-Article (3) of this Article and
his party and the Board will take measures
stipulated in sub-article 4 of this Article.

6/ Membership of a political party may not be
devolved by succession or by any other manner
to another person and shall be limited to its
members.

7/ Any member of political party may withdraw
his membership at any time.

8/ The by-laws of a political party may not
contradict the provisions of this Chapter.

CHAPTER SIX

MERGER, FRONT FORMATION, COALITION,
AND SUBSTITUTION OF POLITICAL PARTIES

91. Political Parties Merger

1/ Two or more political parties registered in
accordance with this Proclamation may merge
and form a political party.

2/ Political parties interested in merging in
accordance with Sub-Article (1) of this Article
shall submit their request in writing to the
Board two months prior to the issuance of
timetable for local or general elections; the
registration shall be in accordance with the
provisions of this Proclamation.

3/ The application for merger shall consist of the
following:

a) Each political party, in accordance with its
by-laws, should provide a decision that
demonstrates  the  party’s  assembly
acceptance of the merger;

b) The parties’ written agreement outlining the
details of the merger; and

¢) The new designation for the merged political
parties, and the documents listed under
Article 67 of this Proclamation.
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4/ When the Board accepts the application for

merger is in accordance with this Proclamation,
then the Board shall:

a) Cancel the registration certificate of each
political party requesting the merger and
register the new party within one month in
accordance with this Proclamation;

b) Order the transfer of each political party’s
property, funds and other necessary
documents to the party created by the
merger within six months.

5/ The political party created by the merger shall
fulfill, as necessary, the requirements of Article
64 or Article 65 of this Proclamation.

6/ If a political party is charged with crime that
can potentially deregister or dissolve the party,
the party may not merge before a decision is
given on the charge or the case is closed.

92. Effects of Merger of Political Parties

1/ With out prejudice to Article 91(4) of this
Proclamation, the new political party created
from the merger:

a) shall be the successor of the merged
political parties;

b) the right and duty of the merged political
parties shall be transferred to it;

¢) shall submit report on the past financial
activity of the merged political parties,
when requested by the Board;

d) shall execute or cause the execution of
decision or right or disputes of civil or
administrative body pending at court
previously concerned with each or either
political party of the merger, excluding the
criminal charges stated under Article 91(6).

2/ The new political party created from the merger
and registered in accordance with this
Proclamation shall submit to the Board within
six months of its registration, a financial report
in accordance with Article 112 and 114 of this
Proclamation showing the asset, property and
debt generated by the merger.
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1/ Two or more political parties that have their
own programs, by-laws and members may form
a common front.

2/ The application to form a front shall include the
following:

a) adecision expressing acceptance of the front
formation by the assembly of each party;

b) a written agreement between the parties with
details about the front to be created; and

c) the name of the front, and where
appropriate, the documents listed under
Article 67 of this Proclamation.

3/ Political parties interested in forming a front in
accordance with sub-article (1) of this Article shall
submit their request in writing to the Board; the
registration shall be effected in accordance with the
provisions of this Proclamation by the Board.

4/ The Board by accepting the request of front
formation applicant full filled the condition
listed above:

a) without canceling the certificate of
registration of member parties of the front,
the Board shall give another certificate of
registration to the front within one month;

b) With out prejudice to the assets and
properties of each of the front’s political
party, the front shall have its own asset and
property.

94. Political Parties Coalition

1/Two or more political parties registered in
accordance with this Proclamation may, for a
limited period and specified objectives, form a
coalition to work Nationwide or at Regional
level.
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95. Politi

2/ Political parties interested in working in a
coalition in accordance with Sub-Article (1) of
this Article must submit their application to the
Board two months prior to the issuance of
timetable of the general or local elections.

3/ Political parties interested in working in a
coalition shall submit to the Board a written
application attached with a document
expressing the agreement of each political
party’s respective top leaders. The Board, when
it accepts the application in accordance with
this Proclamation, shall give temporary
certificate.

4/ Political parties interested in working in a
coalition shall submit to the Board a document
consisting of the points of agreement
concerning their common activity.

5/ Notwithstanding the provision of this Atrticle,
each political party of the coalition shall retain
its independent legal personality.

| Par itution

1/ Any political party may register as a new
political party by changing its name and
program upon the decision of the party
assembly.

2/ The right and duty of the dissolved political
party shall be transferred to the newly
established political party in accordance with
Sub-Article (1) of this Article.

3/ The newly replaced political party shall be
registered in accordance with this Proclamation.
CHAPTER SEVEN

ANCELILATION AND DI LUTION OF
POLITICAL PARTY

96. Canceling the Reqistration of Political Party

A political party may be cancelled for one of the

following reasons:

1/ when the party, in accordance with its by-laws,
requests to be canceled,;

2/ when the Board decides based on this

Proclamation; or

3/ the cancellation of the registration of the
political party is ordered by a court based on
this Proclamation.
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97. Canceling Registration upon the Request of the

1/ A political party may, in accordance with its
by- laws, request in writing for the Board to
cancel its registration.

2/ The application for cancellation presented in
accordance with Sub-Article (1) of this Article
shall be signed by the party leader.

3/ The political party shall attach the following
particulars with its application to the Board as

referred in Sub-Article (1) of this Article :

a) the political party’s audit, asset and property
report; and

b) the document in which the assembly of the
political party decided to dissolve the party.

4/ The Board shall make a public announcement
of the cancellation application submitted by a
political party, through various advertisement
means, to enable any person who has an
objection to such application or a right’s claim,
to present his objection.

5/ A person who has an objection in accordance with
Sub-Article (4) of this Article, shall present the
objection to the Board within 15 days from the
date of announcement; the Board shall not cancel
the political party within this period.

6/ In accordance with this Article, and within 30
days after conclusion of the time period
outlined in Sub-Article (5) of this Article, the
Board shall notify in writing to the party that
requested cancellation that the political party
has been cancelled in accordance with its
request; The public shall be notified of the
party’s dissolution.

98. Canceling Reqistration of Political Party Upon

the Decision of the Board

1/ The Board may cancel the registration of a
political party for one of the following reasons:

a) the political party has not notified the Board
without  appropriate reason and in
accordance with the provisions of this
Proclamation when it changes its name,
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2/

3/

emblem, document, leadership, head office
and other similar change and when it has not
responded within two months the Board’s
request to correct such actions.

b) Where the political party fails to submit to
the Board annual performance, audit, or
other periodical reports required in
accordance with this Proclamation within
the stipulated timeframe and having been
granted a 30 days extension by the Board,
fails to submit the same without sufficient
reason;

c) Where a political party has delayed in
holding a members’ general meeting by
three months from the time stipulated in
this Proclamation or its by-laws and fails to
convene the assembly within the
subsequent deadline granted by the Board;

d) the political party fails participate for two
successive elections at general or local
elections;

e) the political party has been registered by
fraud, knowingly or when it should know
presents false information or when requested
in accordance with this Proclamation
submits false information to the Board.

f) With out prejudice to the provisions of other
relevant laws, if the party has been engaged
in violent rebellion, crimes related to
corruption or fraudulent activities.

Where the Board is of the opinion that a
political party has contravened the provisions of
this Proclamation to the same degree as those
listed under Sub-Article (1) of this Article, it
shall issue the party a written warning
requesting it to rectify the situation within one
month. If the political party fails to comply with
the warning, the Board may, where appropriate,
cancel the registration of the party.

The Board shall, before taking a decision
against a political party in accordance with this
Article, give such party the opportunity to
present its defense. The Board may, prior to
cancelling the registration of the political party,
may decide to suspend the party.
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4/ A political party that objects the decision of the
Board in accordance with this Article may
appeal within 30 days to the Federal High
Court.

99. Effect of lati issolution of Political

Party
1/ Where a political party is dissolved by a

decision made by the party itself, the Board or a
court decision, the party or the party leaders
shall not operate in the name of the party
starting on the effective date of the dissolution.

2/ Where a political party is dissolved by a
decision made by the party itself the Board or a
court decision, the property of the party shall be

expended to cover its debt.

3/ Where the political party has no liabilities or
there remains an amount after covering the debt
as referred in sub-article (1) of this Article, the
remaining fund or property shall be expended,
upon the order of the Board, on civic and voter

education.
HAPTER EIGHT

SOURCE OF INCOME AND PROPERTY
AFFAIRS OF POLITICAL PARTIES

SUB-SECTION ONE
PPORT GRANTED FROM VERNMENT

100/ Government Funding Amount and Eligibility
.

1/ To enable political parties to conduct legal
operations and carry out their obligations, the
Board shall seek approval of the FDRE
House of  Peoples”  Representatives,
government’s support to parties, based on the
criteria established under sub-article2 this
Article.

2/ The amount of financial support that a
political party receives, in accordance with
Sub-Article (1) of this Article, shall be
determined by a directive to be issued by the

Board based on the following criteria:

a) the number of votes it wins at Federal and
State Council elections;

b) the income it receives from members and
supporters;
¢) the number
nominates;

of female candidates it
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2/

3/

4/

5/

Board. The Board shall keep information
necessary for this purpose.

The government’s annual financial support
shall be made in two installment payment.

Political parties shall submit their request for
financial support before Meskerem 30, so that
the amount they will receive for the financial
year can be calculated and allocated in
accordance with Article 100 (2). The Board
shall determine the amount to be allocated to
political parties up to Nehase 30.

The Board shall allocate the appropriate
amount to a party that has submitted a request
in accordance with Sub-Article (3) based on
the timetable submitted by the party. The
Board shall however, before granting the
party the financial support for the coming
financial year, request and examine the
financial statements for government funding
for the previous year and ascertain that there
are no anomalies. The Board may extend by
one month the timeframe for the party to
submit the financial record investigation
report.

The support granted to political party in
accordance with this Proclamation shall be
denied:

a) When the political party fails to meet one
of the requirements for eligibility for
government funding shall lose the
support;

b) shall stop utilizing the support from the
date it fails to meet the eligibility
requirements;

¢) shall refund the support from the date it
fails to meet the requirements;

d) notwithstanding the provisions of Sub-
Article (4) (b) and (c), the Board may
allow the party to withhold part of the
fund it requires to meet contractual
obligations entered prior to the time it
failed to meet the requirements for state
funding ended.
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104/ The Rule Applicable to the Support Granted to
Political Parties
1/ Political parties shall submit a report, certified
by an auditor or an accountant, with details of
government grant support utilized listed under
expenditure heading.

2/ The Board shall issue a directive on the use
and refund of unused government grants to
political parties.

105. Political Party’s Books of Account
1/ Any political party shall:

a) deposit the government grant support in a
locally opened, separate bank account;

b) transact the account in accordance with the
relevant law;

c) keep the granted support in specific books
of account by listing under every
expenditure heading; and

d) submit an annual audit report, certified by
an auditor or an accountant, in accordance
with the financial law, specifying the
amount granted by the government in the
budget year and the for which the money

has been expended.

2/ The political party shall forward its comment
on the audit report as to whether the audit has
been conducted outside the scope of the law
and directive.

3/ The Federal Auditor General may at any time
inspect political parties concerning the

utilization of the government support grants.

106. Responsibility and Penalty

1/ Where any political party utilizes the
government grant outside the purpose of the
support, fails to submit report on time, submits
a false financial document, or is in default on
its grant’s obligation:

a) the support for the party may be reduced or
terminated,;



1% TEOBEAE  geln 1961 SHM kPG L TP E 477 ENTE 990

Federal Negarit Gazette No.97 October 16‘“,2019.A...page 11938

A) Y A7PR 700 RIPAR (B) AL
taooprtor P4 PhAoe VI @90
eath 7CE of9 Ao A0
Ao POTEA V7 LmPPA::

g/ 0CS 07 0th TCE A0 o, U7
TN A Novesdld oL9° N77FF N
A.LADAN LTAA::

527, Achli) _dohtT  9°hC 0+ da“idCA

2740 ¢7°CT

8/ 0CS  aZath TCEPT erRA0T
L6 Aaohpt- POLET Yool (TG PP
MA7e o€ o0 S2°CET  AmN
Ao T 9°nc 0 P4 AdNT:: LY
L7°Co-

V) N0ETF  Gool:  ATCEPT  LIG
ATS0-A N3t Ptoo oS
anA e eTT o7 mPAa aom’y:

) NNETF Govd: ARLTS TS C7°0kh
TGt PtonfNoy PLIG oom’y:

h) V1 09248380 ool (A LTS
eath It N0E T Yool o,
L4 TN oM’y

o) (INE Gool: P77 14N “IM7
e

ao Py Ao

g 0cs Y A7Px 0700 A7PR (B)
Plovprltro7  67°CT APSo-  hSAC
sprge(C avAf) KON :

I/ PST A8-A¢% LU PLAN 477Gl NR4LNAa-
0x +51+ onr  14¢ C2LeNIPw7
PLAAN  ovQpsn,  IC (N772H ANl
+oh? T 9°hC 0t ovAnl KAt

70-0 heA v-a-t
10, 775
. Zath TG eI PR
8/ PRIC P20 TC PN 9RTreRr -

V) haAE: PoL000N0 PAOATT aoPv:

A) 0CS APt (0.20PPme- L
aww/lt (AACXECPeT NNNT 0L9°
AR LPLeT 1726 N o 07 02
PULLLA AT LI KCHI:

) OXWIPE 88 (1T 10-

heo 721+ helama- £ 9I65 0CS I
AVP7 LTAA::

109
=)
=

aow -

b) any political party or person found guilty in
accordance with Sub-Article (1) of this
Article may be penalized in accordance
with the appropriate criminal law; and

2/ The Board may request a political party to
return the amount of expenditure not utilized
properly through a court suit or set-off.

107. Submission of Audit Report to the House of
Peoples’ Representatives
1/ The Board shall, within a month after the end
of the budget year, submit a report to the
House of Peoples’ Representatives on the
support granted to political parties. The report
shall include:

a)the total amount of government support
allocated to political parties and any other
sources in the budget year;

b) the amount of support allocated to each
political party in the budget year;

c¢)the amount of expenditure in the budget year
by each political party as allowed by law; and

d) the balance of account resulted in the budget
year.

2/ The Board shall send the report mentioned in
Sub-Article (1) of this Article to the Auditor
General as well.

3/ The Auditor General shall, within 60 days of
receiving the audit report, attach the report
along with related financial analyses and send it
to the House of Peoples’ Representatives.

SUB-SECTION TWO
RCE OF INCOME

108. Political Party’s Source of Income

1/ The income source of a political party may be:
a) membership dues collected from members;

b) donations or grants by Ethiopian Nationals
or Companies controlled by Ethiopians in
accordance with the limit to be set by the
Board based on a study the Board
conducts;

c) government grant and support to be

provided in accordance of Article 100 of
this Proclamation.



%

TAN gAY

bRl 1261 DM RPC T PP E b7 EOTE 990

Federal Negarit Gazette No.97 October 16‘“,2019.A...page 11939

)
~

o/

&¢H.

LY RIPR LD W& taOd T
N w90 70th TCE PTINA hdovd
ATPIANT UL 0, TINE DTRETOTT
AG PO L2TT N MIET: OHALE U577
N“ynev bt P2 0N Ty AANAT
AT POLeNIE T PIPCIPC @-mATE
ZNGAT ARG Rt TT (oviie VST
0992421 17HA A™1000-0 LTFAA::

PILY APE RWiPAR XL (B) L7102 SCP”
W09 IP Aol 01T 70k TGk
NeerI9° v OFHPPE oL N71LG
RT50FE 2P  avT1 et h LTI
v RiPx NP D o P50
%ol 0CSH HCUC avand @ CoTA::

Aaod(A Phaha AmI @L9° ACSI
& MTrF 90 eZath G helhkacr
02T we9° Ahat eoLeCNATT amd-
®LI° RCHT oo PIA hLTAY:-
V) haeerr 0I1C WA ARV 0Ly
L CPAT:
Q) ha-s» VIC It L9 ho-eh,
VIC P Ak LCRE:

d) WY ALCIT LCET @y
V3P PO LCET

o) N LNNT T L CR:

w) WECL ANLTET:

L) M- 72 0ELmMe- ~CY9 T

< 0N7 Qoo U NTLELE (L7
0e9 Om-:
0) OMNCHFrE hbafon &CE s

f) PLY APE RIPAR BETH(E) PTHR1M0-
ATEAmNe v WAIodb 9O
PoLPCAl AP @LI° ACSI:

+) oo (lov-A. @LI° NN CavTs) )
avr'r PAYTT  CCEAT:

) A7&7 7IC oLeET  A“I0NLA9° -0,
PAVT PPI° ATIVT T 0LY° v oo
PP ANV DOLeAY  TIF o9
AhA P20 amJ- LI ACS I

g MIFwye e7ath TCE QLY APE

700 ATPR (8) oow A e-haha am-

0L  RCSI 0TI oL

-tPNa ATUY amJwm7; oLI°

ACS o7 (1P0a 0FE ST onP

nreer  wlEPT ¢ ancs 0.

L halll::

2/

3/

4/

With out prejudice to the provision of this
Article, a political party, to enhance its
financial position, may organize fundraising
conferences and events, as well as sell its
paraphernalia, research findings, booklets and
magazines.

Notwithstanding the provision of Article 66
(2) of this Proclamation, a political party
which has attained legal personality shall not
directly or indirectly engage in commercial
and industrial activities.

The Board shall issue a directive to determine
the particulars of this Article.

109. Prohibited Donation or Grant

1/

2/

Any political party is prohibited from
accepting gift or donation from the following
persons or bodies:

a) foreign national institutions or

corporations;
b) foreign governments or foreign political
party;

c) welfare organizations or non-governmental
organizations;

d)
e)

f) an organized group or person planning to
assume state power outside the provisions
under the Constitution;

religious organizations;

prisoners servicing sentence;

g) organization designated as a terrorist;

h) With out prejudice to the provision of

Article 111(2), gifts or donations from
unknown sources;

i) full- or semi-government developmental
organizations; and

j) gifts or donations from anybody or person
hoping to execute future objective or
envisages to execute future object.

Where a political party in any way receives a
gift or donation prohibited under Sub-Article
(1) of this Article, the party shall return the
donation or grant to the Board together with
related information within 21 days from the
date it received the donation or grant.
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110. Unlawfully Acquired Asset and Property

Where a political party is found to have received
money or any property in the form of donation,
gratuity, inheritance or proceeds from commercial
and industrial activities, or in any other way, the
Board shall issue a fine. The party may also be
held liable under the appropriate criminal law.

B-SECTION THREE
RECORD. BOOK KEEPING AND AUDIT
111. Political Party’s Records and Audit

Any political party shall keep an accurate and
permanent record appropriately at its head office,
which includes the following matters:

1/ Any in-kind or monetary contribution,
donation and pledged contribution or donation;

2/ Financial statement consisting the following:

a) Income statement outlining the political
party’s different sources of income;

b) The name of the person who made a
contribution, donation or pledge of more
than Birr 5000;

c) The pledged contribution or donation, along
with the timeline for the fulfillment; and

d) The general financial activities of the
political party.

3/ List of the fixed assets of the political party,
and when and how it came to own these assets;

4/ The party’s detailed debt; and

5/ Other relevant information required by the
Board.

112. Books of Account

1/ Any political party shall have an accounting
procedure relating to its income and
expenditure.

2/ The procedure of account of income and
expenditure of every political party shall be in
accordance with the generally accepted
practice of accounting.



%

bRl 1261 DM RPC T PP E b7 EOTE 990

Federal Negarit Gazette No.97 October 16‘“,2019.A...page 11941

P/ A28 eZatth C AOA N7 o9

T S I TN i T A o M A o [

ok, 1AN  awlE NV avAlk
hQ@-::

o/ W78  ¢e70ath  TCE PelloNTwo-
06 P v a7 aqkh %4 -
@PAF@7 ANCS. COINLAT DALY
AGNN::

SFILC. Gom P 041 ¢7CT

o/ TG o-9° ek TG 19%av-k: (140

& 115 o-9e

ASAC 140 9PCovd. PUYSA::
eaqkh o (0CS- retoolfl
nnent o€ Pyc LA L7 Gk
eNeE T Gool: -EmSPP 70 HFo- oC
ANCS P4 AANT::
e aqkh TCTL ANC S
o7 ePCOD Gaow3P LA L7°Col:
U/ HCHC 10, oom’7 &G U0, I°7758:
o/ ok, ACAONET7 00 Posh, NCUCE
&/ PROLG  IPAPT PNLATST 0%
HCUC av)pon),:

av| e4AN ATPNIPN av IR AG

w/ AT e Ak TCho- ave
LCPOT T CLo “0T9° ¢ 1421m
A7L77 ekt aoP7 hallh::

i/ Crte- Al eravdll7 2. Poel:

P7NLTT AR HCHC — av)psm), P
ANC S 0171088 T T1P 4N AT

MY KPE (A A7
AL tmd PT ViIFo-9°
TGl PGavl 0100 67°CT AN
Ne4 PLoMNAN:: LV 93P P14
SZ°C NY AP aow/lql taoCoeE
TP0L T P17 ool LNNPA::

MG w90 eaqkh TCE (Y AR
700 ATPR (B) aoowlt LG
AL wl9° TClao C7°CT hPCOY
acs  OFAnat 67°CH AL PCNb
ATl (CH Po-c» h4%1C (lovAp
1A A79.avlavCC PLCIN::

L r1o-
P77 0th

3/
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Any member of a political party shall have a
right to seek, at any time, information
concerning the income and expenditure
accounts of his political party.

Any political party shall have the
responsibility to demonstrate to the Board that
its expenditures are spent for its political
objective.

113. Annual Audit Report

1

2/

3/

4/

5/

Any political party shall undertake financial
investigation annually by its auditor. Starting
from 6 months after registration, the political
party shall submit its audit report to the Board
on the third month after the end of each budget
year.

Any political party submitting the annual audit
report to the Board shall include:

a) a list of the sources and amounts of income;

b) a list of expenditures under the expenditures
title;

¢) a list of movable and immovable properties
and liabilities;

d) bank statements; and

e) a document signed by the political party
leader and containing the seal of the party
seal to authenticate the content of the
document.

The party shall submit to the Board the details

of the abovementioned income, expenditure,

asset and debt with corresponding analysis.

With out prejudice to the provisions of this
Proclamation, every political party shall
prepare and officially issue annual audit
reports. Such annual audit reports shall be one
inspected and accepted in accordance with this
Proclamation.

Where a political party fails to submit the
report in accordance with the provisions of
sub-article (1) of this Article, or if the Board
has reason to doubt the authenticity of the
report, the Board may assign an external
auditor to inspect the account.
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PART FIVE

ELECTION OBSERVERS, CANDIDATES® AGENTS,
JOURNALISTO AND VOTER EDUCATION

114/ Election Observers

1/ Interested local election observers may
observe the electoral process by obtaining the
Board’s observer accreditation to be issued
based on their request.

2/ International observers may observe the
electoral process upon the invitation of the
government.

3/ An international observers’ group or
organization observing elections according to
Sub-Article (2) of this Article shall take an
observers’ accreditation from the Board.

4/ Election observers who have received
observers’ accreditation shall demonstrate
their acceptance of the Board’s election
observers’ code of conduct through signatures
of the organizations and their respective
representatives.

5/ The Board shall, in consultation with
accredited observers, deploy observer groups.

115. Local Election Observers

1/ The Board, when presented with a request to
observe elections, shall ascertain that the
requesting organization:

a) is a local civil society organization with a
legal personality;

b) is non-partisan, not-for-profit and not part
of a government organ;

c) leaders and board members are not
members of any political party;

d) That the individuals to be deployed are
capable of impartially observing elections;
upon verifying this and the organization’s
capacity as well as ensuring by the
signatures  of the organization and
representatives its acceptance of the
election observers’ code of conduct the
Board prepared, it shall issue observer
accreditation;



1% TA0EaE bofole\ 126 DN kPC L PP & 47 ENTE 9.9 Federal Negarit Gazette No0.97 October 16",2019.....page 11943

w) (Y 00 A7PA D) Adh (ov)
N CTHENSTT Famalit OGS
HNCHC Ché.ZA9° apanl @ CMA::

e) The Board shall issue a directive to
determine the particulars of sub-articles “a”
to “d” of this Article.

/o9 e9eCon,

&/ 0CS Oy ArPx 100 RIPR (B) 2/ Where the Board rejects a request to observe
L1 1Mo OAov7)A-]: et elections on account of unfulfillment of the
PPLONTT IS AIRE Mav\nF provision of Sub-Article (1) of this Article, it
£a-teia WifUT  LUT @-Anard shall notify in writing the decision to the
TaoopnFo7 (P00 MdG 5T 00T

ANAAE 10U0-F PAD-FPA:: Ao
00CS oA -+ 016 7 o0
NéoLl-  Ne-HEF  «CL 0 0e90%
AT LA AES 07 A LPCA BTAA::
JH0. heer 9eac
L0 e 28,7 o ATPAdbn
017 0C8 AIL AN PHdAovn-T
OVt mPo A2000-F Aohao- &CET
A7 Le Nevam-t AV-1-1:7
AT9.349° ATITHH AA LI 1000 oL 9°
ohe SCET WL AL LTAA::

ATTZ, PI°Cm N0 LT oot

b/ P9°Com, ULy 9940708,

goennc

3/

applicant within 30 days of receiving the
request. An applicant aggrieved by the
decision of Board may appeal to the Federal
High Court within 14 days.

Where an election observer is engaged in
activities in violation of the code of conduct
and the commitments it made, the Board may,
according to the circumstance of the case,
issue warning to the organization and its
representative, pointing out the error and
telling them to make amends or may suspend
the individual or the organization from
observing the election.

116. Right of Election Observers

i 1/ A representative of an accredited election
olbT CrOma: CLCRT ohA 1°C observation organization has the right to move
M0.e  NeeHPeC  e7CRoT  LLT around in the polling station to monitor the
Poo-TAG . ovld med eV T election process; and request and obtain
oAl Ad@-:: JHOD2T PI°Con, A1 R appropriate information. The observers have
Pavavpirl: PLIPR ROANT AT CLI°R the right to look at the election materials and
$mé 12177 Cav Sl ao(l't hAT@-:: observe the voting and counting processes.
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the Board Secretariat any irregularities they
observed or encountered in the election
process. The particulars shall be determined in
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a directive to be issued by the Board.

117. Duty of Election Observers

1/ An election observer who has received an

17 eI°Com .-

accreditation from the Board shall:

V) ¢ T av 3 od Loy ao ONG
A.mPP 94¢1 hdll: a) Carry his accreditation card and display it
a) PO, ANLITLOT  eULAMT upon request
avand, @ NN0C AA: b) Abide by instructions of election officials;
) eComm- YL (AT (NPT ¢) Refrain from any act which may obstruct
A7S ey e n°7.025Pq 490C the proper and efficient conduct of the
awSml hall: election process;
) 1CYS PoMao-7  COT-9°NC L7 d) Respect code of conduct enacted by the
“RNC AANT-: Board; and
w) HCNC  62°CT ANDEf ANCS- e) Prepare and submit a detailed report to the
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Board.
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2/ With out prejudice to the provision of Sub-
Article (1) of this Article, an international
observer may, in accordance with the directive
to be issued by the Board, observe the election
process impartially and by abiding by the laws
of the country, international agreements and
the Board’s direction.

118. Political Parties and Independent Candidates’

Agents
1/ Any political party which has fielded

candidates in an election to monitor the

election process may:

a) assign two stationary agents, who shall
work in turns, to its constituency election
office; and

b) assign two stationary agents, who shall
work in turns, to each of the polling
stations in his constituency;

2/ Any independent candidate may:

a) assign two stationary agents, who shall
work in turns, to his constituency election
office; and

b) assign two stationary agents, who shall
work in turns, to each of the polling
stations in his constituency;

3/ Each political party or an independent
candidate may assign not more than seven
mobile agents to a constituency.

119. Presenting the Agents

1/ Any political party fielding candidates or any
independent candidate shall submit to his
constituency electoral office a written list of
the names of the stationary and mobile agents,
including the substitutes, seven days prior to
election day. The constituency chief electoral
administrator shall, within two days of
receiving the list, provide to the political party
a letter containing the list of the agents.

2/ The constituency electoral office shall, in due
time, notify the polling stations the stationary and
mobile agents assigned to their polling station.

120. Rights of Agents
Any stationary agent of a candidate in his

assigned location has the right to:

1/ Monitor the election process,
complaints at every level and
information;

submit
obtain
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2/ Record his observations during the election
process and request explanations from polling
station election officials;

3/ Get appropriate information regarding the
elections process;

4/ Carry out his legal responsibility as an agent
without any influence.

5/The Board shall determine the particulars in a
directive.

121. Duty of Agents

Any stationary or mobile agent shall:

1/ Abide by the head of the polling station’s
orders;

2/ A Candidatae Agent have to abide by the head
of the polling station’s orders and Refrain for
any act that disrupts the election process ;

3/ Present his credentials when asked by an
authorized body;

4/ Respect the electoral law;

5/ Refrain from advising or influencing voters on
their decision who to elect when he follow up
election precess activity;

6/ Not possess, pick or tamper with election
materials or engage in acts that destruct the
materials;

7/ Refrain from acts that intimidate the head of
the polling station or election officials or
disrupt their work;

8/ Not enter the ballot casting area; and

9/ Sign and abide by the agents’ code of conduct
to be issued by the Board.

122. Absence of an Agent

1/ No candidate or his agent shall request for the
annulment of the electoral activities conducted
in his absence from his assigned place due to
his own failure.
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2/

Notwithstanding the provision of Sub-Article
(1) of this Article, where it is established that
the agent’s absence was a result of an obstacle
deliberately designed to hinder his presence,
the activities carried out in his absence may,
on his request, be reviewed and decided upon,
as appropriate, by the constituency or polling
station grievance hearing committee.

123/ Issuance of Accreditation Cards

The Board shall prepare and issue accreditation
cards to stationary and mobile agents, journalists
and election observers.

124/ Civic and Voter Education

1

2/

3/

The Board shall provide civic and voter
education by devising a strategy of creating
election related awareness and adopting
various engagement approaches.

The Board shall issue accreditation to
registered civic society organizations and
educational institutions to conduct civic and
voter education. The particulars shall be
determined by a directive to be issued by the
Board.

Education and training provided, in
accordance with this Proclamation, by the
Board or through institutions and
organizations accredited by the Board, shall be
based on curriculum developed by the Board.

125. Issuance of Accreditation

1/

When an organization planning to provide
voter education applies for an accreditation,
the Board, prior to providing accreditation,
shall ascertain that the organization:

a) is a legally registered, local civil society
organization or an accredited higher
learning institution;

b) fulfills the established voter education
criteria;

c) has the capacity to
responsibilities;

discharge its

d) is independent of any political activity;
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e) And after ensuring that the requesting
organization and its representatives have
accepted and signed the code of conduct
for voter education, issue a voter education
accreditation.

2/ The Board shall not issue an accreditation to
any organization that does not fulfill the
criteria in Sub-Article (1) of this Article; shall
notify the applicant in writing the decision to
reject the accreditation application along with
the reasons. Any organization or a higher
learning institution aggrieved by the decision
of the Board may appeal the Federal High
Court.

3/ Where any accredited institution violates the
code of conduct and operates outside its duties,
the Board may, as appropriate, issue a
correction warning to the organization and its
representative or take measures including
cancellation of accreditation.

126. Responsibilities of Journalists

1/A journalist planning to cover the election
process shall bring an ID Card indicating his
status and a support letter from his employing
media institution to cover the election process.
Any journalist intending to report from within
200 meters of a polling station shall obtain
authorization from the Board prior to election
day.

2/ Any journalist engaged in activities stated in
the provisions of Sub-Article (1) of this Article
shall refrain from any act that interferes with
the voters’ decision and polling officers’
duties.

3/ Any journalist shall respect the Board’s
election coverage code of conduct to be issued
in a directive in accordance with provisions of
this Article.
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PART SIX
ELECTORAL CODE OF CONDUCT
CHAPTER ONE
ELECTORAL CODE OF CONDUCT PROVISIONS

127. Principle

1/ The legitimacy of a government elected in a
multiparty democratic election shall rest on the
following principles:

a) The voters are able to make an informed
decision  based on  comprehensive
information provided during the electoral
campaign regarding the policies of political
parties and characters of candidates; and
when they are able to decide based on their
own free will; and

b) When voters are able vote freely, without

any interference, fear, pressure, undue
influence as well as without bribery and
other inducements.

2/ All parties shall, in good faith, work to ensure
that:

a) The principles of the electoral code of
conduct are respected,;

b) Elections are recognized as expressions of the
free and legitimate decision of the people;

c) The decision of the voters is respected by
all.

3/ In any matter relating to the election process,
parties and independent candidates shall
conduct their activities in accordance with the
provision of this Proclamation.

128. Abiding by the Ethical Provisions of the
Proclamation

1/ Any political party or independent candidate:

a) Shall conduct his activities in accordance
with the provisions of this Proclamation;

b) Shall take appropriate measures to ensure
that its leaders, officials, candidates and
members do not infringe this Proclamation;

c) Shall take appropriate measures to prevent
party officials, candidates and members
from committing any acts in contravention
of this Proclamation and restrain supporters
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from engaging in activities that are
prohibited by this Proclamation;

d) Shall impartially implement the provisions
of this Proclamation when communicating
their objectives and programs to the public.

2/ To ensure that its members and supporters
abide by the provisions of this Proclamation, a
party shall educate them in accordance with
the plan to be developed by the Board as well
as take other appropriate measures.

3/ The Board shall issue a directive that detail out
how political parties should teach ethical
conducts and communicate their positions as
well as how they should use social media.

129. Rules of Election Campaign
1/ Any Political party shall:

a) Respect the rights and freedoms of all other
parties to organize election campaigns and
disseminate their political views and
principles without fear;

b) Conduct itself in a manner that respects the
rights of other parties, voters and other
members of the community;

¢) Respect the freedom of the mass media;

d) Respect competing parties’ voter outreach
efforts; and

e) Contribute to ensure all citizens who wish
to participate in political process and who
are eligible to vote and be elected can do so
freely.

2/ Any political party shall not:

a) Harass or obstruct private or government
journalists who are engaged in their
professional activities; engage in activities
that in any way disrupt, destroy or frustrate
the election campaign of other parties or
cooperate in such acts;

b) Hinder the smooth distribution of election
handbills, leaflets or posters of other parties
and candidates;



%

TANBEH

bRl 1261 DM RPC T PP E b7 EOTE 990

Federal Negarit Gazette No.97 October 16‘“,2019.A...page 11950

4) PANT Pakh TCELT 0f9° Aok
SR LEYA e 7t CT Y AT
Npdol 0L9° NAA N7VT50-9° oo L
ATRLIR @BI° RWTELINN TPl

o) pA C7°0NER TG NP P DE
AAG: 0NN CAIIC P+ QAP
AAS ATSPLCT Nhovid: NAONAAL:
0L NLILPE ATV T
Non: Pata NELD 0LI° (NAA
0775 m-9° aop1L: "G PG:

w) Ee-9°  Ao- QAT eZ7aqkh
TCEPT e7akh L8  AAR
AT5 LG avhiAhAE
) 8242 W heA  ethaha
G T o790 10T A74%.4.00v-
aPAPNG 10T
PANTY°:
s¢a. na 9°cm 1ot
PIE 090 PN TG
&/ hgeCem,  ANL°12F 2C  (eo00C

LPx Connmt YLl (NA“IP U
Panl™ G Pavygelp ool el P RG P4
MIE 09 Ve3P 0% 19 TIPS
LPTneNee (T oo ANE-P
AT2AING oo A

g/ hoeCono- o0 04T+ NY°Comam- OATT
ngecono- 77 (A QAT LEPT U-A
PI°Cm, ROLA™LPTT LT AT1LDINT
eONA7 T4 AT

/eI 4L PAT@7 JHOLT AT
DALPT MANC AT WICA 2C oo O0C
A0

o/ PR hOAMNP  “UOMEPrTT TTANCT
A7%.00C MM AONT::

&l PR av(yse), a7 0350
NewgamC wl9° 0aA 0775090
Vot a1 &9°0 A“1VT T aoPAdn
ean-tyo::

L e9°Com,  ROBACLPTT ol RTRUP
PLIa AaMr we9° PLI6 P
1177 oh wL9° LA AN (7 L-a-9°
Ur 07.8-: MAP oo CANT9°::

Z/ PR hANme  “20me P AL LAYC
POl RILICI PAm-  PUNT  avnlE
ATl anQm PANTYP:

c) Deface or destroy or otherwise prevent the
visibility or legibility of the posters of other
political parties or candidates;

d) Have its leadership, members or supporters
stop, disturb or agitate against or otherwise
hamper other political party from staging a
public demonstration, meeting, rally or
march;

e) Prevent any person from attending the
political rallies of another party; or

f) Incite and agitate its supporters to commit
any of the acts prohibited under this Part.

130. The Election Process

Any political party shall:

1/ In cooperation with election officials, ensure
the voting process is conducted in a peaceful
manner, without any interference in the right
of voters, and in a free, fair and democratic
way;

2/ Make a contribution to ensure the safety of
electoral officials before, during and after
election day;

3/ Respect and cooperate with accredited

observers and officials;

4/ Respect and support the upholding of the
secrecy of the ballot;

5/ Refrain from acts that control polling stations
by force or secure votes through illegal means;

6/ Refrain from disturbing or unduly interfering
with the work of election officers or the voting
or vote counting processes; and

7/ Not provide false information to voters which
implies violation of the secrecy of the ballot.
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131.

132.

Accepting Election Result

1/ Any political party or independent candidate
shall accept the outcome of an election that has
been certified by appropriate authorities.

2/ Notwithstanding the provisions of sub-article

(1) of this Article, any political party or

independent candidate may present any

grievances to the appropriate body in
accordance with the law.

3/ Any political party or independent candidate
may, after the Broad announces the
provisional results, provide official statements
to the Mass Media to express his opinions or
complaints on the election process and results.
4/ The content of the statement issued in
accordance with sub-article (3) of this Article
shall focus on the grievance points and be
limited to existing situation at the time of the
delivery of the statement.

5/ Any statement on election results issued by a
political party or independent candidate shall
be free from language that incites conflict or
disparages a contesting party as well as an

individual.

The P fuln n ntent of th
B in Election Campaian

Lan

1/ Any political party shall:

a) Organize and conduct election campaign in
a manner that contributes to the
peacefulness and success of the overall
campaign, voting, vote counting and post-
election processes;

b) Conduct itself with a sense of
responsibility and dignity befitting its
status.

2/ Any one delivering a speech at a public rally
may not:

a) Use inflammatory or defamatory language;
or

b) Use language that in anyway incites
violence or increases threat to individuals
or groups.
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3/ No political party shall publish or distribute
any pamphlets, newsletters or posters
containing inflammatory language or material
that blatantly or covertly incites violence or
encourages such acts through mass media.

133. Inappropriate Use of Symbols
Any political party shall not:

1/ Imitate the emblems or candidature symbols of
other parties;

2/ Steal, remove, disfigure or destroy political or
campaign materials of other parties; or

3/ Incite its supporters to commit any of the acts
prohibited under this Part;

134. Prohibition of Intimidation and Incitement of
Violence

1/ Any political party, accepting the prohibition
of any form of intimidation or harassment,
shall:

a) Issue instructions that expressly prohibit
any act of intimidation, humiliation or
harassment by party officials, candidates,
members and supporters against any person
at any time;

b) Denounce as well as educate members
against all violence and violence inciting acts;

¢) Condemn as well as educate against
officials,  candidates, members  or
supporters’ destructive or violent acts or
threats that invite violence; and

d) Respect the rights, property and interests of
other individuals as well as parties.

2/ The leader of any political party shall instruct
the party’s officials, candidates, members and
supporters not to bring along any traditional or
modern weapons to any political rally,
meeting, march or demonstration.
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3/ Any political party:

a) May not engage in or permit any act of
violence;

b) Shall do everything under its power to
prevent the destruction of any public or
private property; and

c) May not encourage its supporters to
commit any of the acts prohibited under
this Part.

135. Abuse of Power
1/ Any political party may not:

a) Use its position of power, special
opportunity or influencing ability to offer
bribes or penalties or use any other illegal
acts to further its political interest; or

b) Use Federal, Regional, Municipal or other
public resources for campaign purposes
other than those allowed by the election
laws.

2/ In this section, “a position of power, special
opportunity or influencing ability” includes
parental, familial, governmental, police, local
armed militia as well as military, traditional or
customary authority.

136. Corrupt Practices
Any political party shall not:

1/ Coerce, offer bribe or offer other inducements
to voters so they can vote for or against a
particular party or candidate, or to abstain
from voting;

2/ Coerce, offer bribe or offer other inducements
to influence whether a person becomes a
candidate or withdraws from an election;

3/ Any government official or civil servant uses
his official time, responsibilities and resources
to promote candidates or discourage other
candidates from promoting themselves through
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RESPONSIBILITIE

legal means.

137. Continued Communications

1/ Any legally registered political party may
undertake its activities by forging an enduring
relationship with other parties.

2/ Political parties may, preserving the provisions
of this Proclamation, form a joint forum to
discuss issues of mutual interest during
electoral campaign period or any other time.

CHAPTER TWO
ESTAKEHOLDER

138. Responsibilities of Political Parties and
Candidates

1/ Every political party and candidate shall make
an effort to popularize this Proclamation
among the voters; in particular, by educating
this Proclamation to its candidates, members
and supporters, it shall ensure that it is
understood and respected by all.

2/ Evert political party, in the election process,
shall support and promote efforts to educate
voters the provision of this Part.

3/ Every political party and candidate shall:

a) Abide by this Proclamation; and

b) Provide leadership to its candidates,
officials, agents, members and supporters
to comply with this Proclamation and take
appropriate  measures  that  ensure
compliance.

4/ Every political party and candidate shall have
the duty to publicly declare that everyone has
the right to:

a) Freely express his political belief and
opinions;

b) Debate and challenge the political views
and opinions of others;

c¢) Publish and disseminate his own campaign
materials;

d) Display banners, billboards and posters;
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139.

e) Mobilize financial, material and human
resource support for the election, in
accordance with the law;

f) Recruit members;
g) Hold public meetings;
h) Attend public meetings.

5/ Political parties and candidates shall publicly
declare their commitment to abiding by the
Proclamation.

6/ Political parties and candidates shall publicly
condemn any action that may harm or
undermine the conduct of free and fair
elections.

R nsibiliti f the Boar n her

Election Officials

1/The Board shall familiarize this Proclamation
among governmental and other institutions that
have direct or indirect roles in the election
process.

2/ The Board has the responsibility to
disseminate the provisions of this Part to all
concerned bodies.

3/ Election officials at all levels shall provide

training on the Proclamation to raise

awareness for all concerned persons.

140. Role of Other Organs

1/

2/

The Board shall support the media in their
effort to educate the public about the
provisions of this Part.

Institutions accredited based on the directive to
be issued by the Board shall teach the contents
of this Proclamation.

141. Council of Political Parties

1

Political parties contesting in elections may
establish a joint council to help them enforce
this Proclamation and other common agenda;
amicably resolve various implementation,
democracy, human rights issues that may arise
during the election process; and discuss issues
that help promote supremacy of the rule of law
in Ethiopia.



%

TANBEE

bRl 1261 DM RPC T PP E b7 EOTE 990

Federal Negarit Gazette No.97 October 16‘“,2019.A...page 11956

€ P26 PNC Ol ARLEPT: AwiCS
~C%T Rhopdnt P2 ath ITCEPE
N 2001 oowls LALATIN: :PTI°
P 0EY TCEPE PloowColl ¢
@l RRLEBETST PAwC  ~Co%T
Oy APE L1I0LPT IC PUNICPLT
ao P17 UN1T AAT - :

Foss Lot

QY °20C TAFT A5 NA“2005 KCI°EPT

70-0 hGALTE
0y-9°20C POAT

bP5E, ovfAP o TS DLAT OLI /PAMNTT

Al A1 oomdI®
AT P70 TG PAA Aok TS5 8¢:
ez ot TCEPT PR UG PIRLT
TPGTE: RISV PN TCHL avdi DAL
Asbr AQAT oA 0L9° Tmé:-
b TIE @09 AP w9 N PAm
ol ?rPA:
¢/ NL&°x haNm 0fl9 (Hmi-o-
P10 oLy Poh:

NP

i/ DA Noomd9°: av AP (lovAmT o L9I°
OAA 0775 0-9° AL C1 T avénohts AL
AR7L TCT 089 Aok LI°X R12.07
oL  RI5L4Tr  of9°  heodm
AT9.PN PLRAN:

o/ L9°R avNrer), MO 077 (VLA CTHNmL
09 (h1-0F o718 LK A1TT T
P9 hd:

&l M ool g (171L:4°1 avf AP 0LYI°
Pyt @LI° AA PUINELCP HE, Pl-mPon:

i IF o9 ao A ¢ Novm-t o J AN
Noomdy: L9 077509 9851

CCUT Aok A088%¢ Proe RTLPCH-
OLI° ATSLPCNO wPYI° hhek: TOS4ETT
AT%.0om L9 ATSLom PLAN:

L Cav i AT AT DAL T (6
PAN ALWPT Naw3qt PO O%T AT
DALY FRovy (loomPYe Aeb: P
LtPot 0L ANT AP AT
ORIP o71L RT5 0T P& LLGPL.:

L/ Qoo o LT ARG Pada
P-tmbav RV

POy 9°NC TAT A784A00 LHEMEA::

ETHICAL MI

2/ Political  parties shall  determine the
organizational structure, procedures and
operating procedure of the joint council.
However, the organization and procedures of
the joint council established by political parties
shall not contradict the provisions of this
Proclamation.

CHAPTER THREE
NDUCT AND APPLICABLE
MEASURES
SUB- SECTION ONE
ETHICAL MISCONDUCT

142. Bribery and Abuse of Power and Force

Any political party, independent candidate,
Coalition, Front, Alliance, Movement; and party
leader, official, candidate, member, agent or
representative of a party who:

1/ Offers or receives any kind of inducement or
bribe;

2/ Interferes or disturbs the process of voting or
counting;

3/ Coerces, offers bribe or influence by other
means to induce voters to vote for or against a
particular party or candidate or to abstain from
voting;

4/ Controls polling station by force or tries to
obtain votes illegally;

5/ Abuses power by offering a bribe, threatening
a penalty or uses any other means of
intimidation;

6/ Coerces, offers bribes or use any other means
to influence whether a person becomes a
candidate or withdraws from an election;

7/ A civil servant or a government official, uses
his official time, responsibilities and resources
to promote candidates or discourage other
candidates from promoting themselves through
legal means;

8/ Uses public property for election campaigns;
shall be deemed to have committed an act of
ethical violation.
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143.

144,

Obstruction of Election Campaign through
Intimidation and Disturbances

Any political party, independent candidate,
Coalition, Front, Alliance, Movement; and party
leader, official, candidate, member, agent or
representative of a party who:

1/ interferes in the election process through
pressure and undue influence;

2/ intimidates or threatens other political parties
not to share their views freely;

3/ in any way prevents or hampers the activities
of political parties or voters;

4/ creates obstacles or chaos to prevent
campaigns, meetings, discussions or any
training or education;

5/ disturbs or prevents the process of voting;

6/ prevents or disturbs stopes, weakens the
campaign of other political parties or
candidates;

7/ obstructs the conduct of rallies, meetings,
marches or demonstrations or prevents others
from participating in such activities;

8/ insults, belittles or hampers the rights of
voters;

9/ fails to cooperate, despite being in a position

to do so, in efforts during the election process
to ensure the security of election officials and
candidates;

10/in any manner prevents the voters from
registering or voting;

11/ violates the secrecy of the voting process or
fails to ensure its observance;

12/abuses its right by lodging false and
exaggerated complaints under the pretext of
violation of this Proclamation;

shall be deemed to have committed ethical

violation.

Dissemin

P n

ion that D

rity During the Election Pr
Any political party, independent candidate,
Coalition, Front, Alliance, Movement; as well as any
party leader, official, candidate, member, agent or
representative of a party who:
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145.

1/ delivers a speech that destabilizes the peaceful
conduct of election campaigns, foments
violence, incites clashes or triggers threats;

2/ distributes pamphlets, newsletters or posters
containing language or material that overtly or
covertly incites violence; or

3/ provides false information by stating that the
voting process does not maintain secrecy of
the ballot;

shall be deemed to have committed an act of
ethical violation.

Disrupting the Election Campaian of Other
Parti r Candidat

Any political party, independent candidate,
Ccoalition, Front, Alliance, Movement; as well as
any party leader, official, candidate, member,
agent or representative of a party who:

1/ prevents a political party from recruiting a
member or an opening office, prevents opened
offices from operating freely by creating overt
or hidden chaos, or in any manner disrupts the
election activity of a party or a candidate;

2/ hinders the dissemination and visibility,
defaces or prevents the posting and sharing of
another party’s publication, campaign flyers or
posters;

3/ imitates or uses the logo or symbols of another

party; or

4/ steals, disfigures or

materials of another party;
shall be deemed to have committed an ethical
violation.

destroys campaign

146. Eailure to Cooperate with Journalists and

Election Observers

Any political party, independent candidate,
Coalition, Front, Alliance, Movement; as well as
any party leader, official, candidate, member,
agent or representative of a party who:

1/ encroaches the freedom of the press;

2/ harasses or obstructs
electoral process; or

journalists  during
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3/ disrespects or fails to cooperate with
accredited election observers;

shall be deemed to have committed an ethical
violation.

147. Eailure to Popularize the Code of Conduct and

to Condemn lllegal Acts

Any political party, Party Coalition, Front,

Alliance, Movement as well as political party

leader who:

1/ fails to publicly condemn any act of violence
or acts which incite violence carried out by its
members, candidates or leaders;

2/ fails to issue a directive that clearly restrains
leaders, candidates, members and supporters
from intimidating others at any time;

shall be deemed to have committed acts of ethical
violation and will be subject to the Board’s
measures and if the act is punishable by other
laws, the Board shall refer the matter to the
relevant body.

SUB-SECTION TWO

MEASURES TO BE TAKEN BY DIFFERENT
ORGANS

148. Measures to be Taken by the Board

With out prejudice to the provisions of other
laws and to the Board’s authority to refer to the
prosecutor offenses depending on the gravity of
the offense in accordance with Part Six sub
section one of this Proclamation, the Board may
take the following measures on those who
committed the act:

1/ Give official warning to the person or
political party who committed the act;

2/ Partially or fully suspend the candidate or
party who committed the act from using the
media for a short period of time;

3/ Prohibit the party who committed the act
from accessing government grant to parties;

4/ Cancel a party or independent candidate from
contesting in the elections, subject to the
gravity of the act;
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5/ Suspend the political party from running for
elections. The Board, depending on the
gravity of the offense and after taking the
abovementioned measures on the person who
committed the act, may also refer the matter
to the prosecutor.

149. Lodqing Complaints

A party aggrieved by the Board’s decision on the
ethical violations outlined in Article 148 may
apply to the Federal High Court .

150. Court Decisions

The Court shall render appropriate decisions on
matters it receives at first instance level or an
appeal made against the decision of the Board in
accordance with Article 148 of this Proclamation.

ECTION SEVEN

RIEVANCES AND DISPUTES ARISIN
THE EL ECTORAIL PROCE

151. Principle
1/ The Board shall organize, at every level, the
establishment of Political Organizations’ Joint
Forum that would enable resolutions of
disputes related to the election process through
dialogue and agreement.

IN

2/ Political Organizations’ Joint Forum shall
serve as a platform at which parties resolve
inter-party disputes through dialogue.

3/ Dispute resolution efforts initiated within

Political Organizations’ Joint Forum shall be

based only on the consent of interested parties.

4/ The members of the Joint Forum or their
respective members’ right to lodge complaints
to the appropriate grievance hearing body
established under this Proclamation is

guaranteed.

5/ With out prejudice to the provision of this
Proclamation, the composition, responsibility
and procedure of the grievance hearing
committee to be established at various levels
shall be determined by a directive to be issued

by the Board.
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6/ A decision-making body to which disputes or
petitions are submitted under this Section shall
promptly settle disputes based on the elections
timetable to ensure that the electoral process is
conducted in a free, fair and peaceful way.

7/ Any grievance as well as any decision on the
grievance shall be made in writing.

8/ Grievance hearing organs shall give proof
about its receipt of the grievance application
by providing a document that shows the date
and time of receipt of the application.

9/ The Board shall put in place a system in
electoral offices at every level to give a timely
decision on complaints submitted.

10/The Board may establish an inquiry council,
composed of professionals from relevant
disciplines, which investigates facts, evidences
and legal issues and comes up with a
recommendation that helps the Board to render
decision on application presented in the
election process.

11/The Board or electoral officers at every level
may order any person or government body to
produce evidence necessary for the resolution
of disputes submitted or appear in person and
give the necessary explanation or produce the
required information.

12/Where the Board learns or receives a
complaint supported by credible evidence that
a criminal act that obstructs the election
process has been committed or is being
committed, it shall refer the case to appropriate
authority for a legal action and follow up the
matter.

13/Any person who has not submitted his
complaint within the period specified in
Articles 152 to 155 shall be barred from
submitting his complaint.

14/Election benches shall be organized, as
necessary at different levels of regional and
Federal Courts one month prior to the
commencement of voter registration.
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152.

15/The Board,

in consultation with relevant
Federal and Regional Judicial Administration
Commissions, shall cause the organization of
election benches and availability of sufficient
judges for the election benches established
under Sub-Atrticle (14) of this Article.

16/The Board, in cooperation with the federal and

regional Supreme Courts, shall make sure that
judges assigned to the election benches
organized in accordance with Sub-Article (15)
of this Article receive sufficient training.

Disputes Arising During Voter Registration

1

2/

3/

4/

5/

6/

7/

Any person prevented from registering as a
voter is entitled to present his grievance to the
Polling Station Grievance Hearing Committee
and get decision.

Any person or a Political Organisation
protesting that a person who has no eligibility
or right to register as a voter has been
registered has the right to submit its protest to
the Polling Station Grievance Hearing
Committee and get a decision.

Grievances under Sub-Articles (1) or (2) of
this Article shall be presented from the
commencement of the voter registration day
until the end of the public display of the
electoral roll.

The Grievance Hearing Committee of Polling
Station shall examine the submitted complaint
and give its decision in writing within five days.

In the event that the Polling Station Grievance
Hearing Committee fails to give its decision
within five days on the complaint presented to it
in accordance with Sub-Articles (1) or (2) of this
Article, the complainant is entitled to submit the
same to the Constituency Grievance Hearing
Committee within five days and get a decision.

A complaint objecting the decision of the
grievance committee of the polling station
shall be submitted to the Constituency
Grievance Hearing Committee within five
days of the decision.

The Grievance Hearing Committee of the
constituency shall examine the objection and
give its decision in writing within five days.
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8/ If the Grievance Hearing Committee of the
constituency did not give its decision within
five days or if the complainant is aggrieved by
the decision of the Committee, he is entitled to
apply within five days to the competent federal
or regional Court. The Court to which the
application is made shall, having ordered the
production of evidences and after examining
same shall give its decision.

9/ The polling station shall carry out its activities
based on the decision given by the Grievance
Hearing Committee of the constituency.
mplaints Relating t ndidate Reqgistration

1/ Any person or political party denied of
registration for candidature shall have the right to
lodge a complaint to the Constituency Grievance
Hearing Committee and get a decision.

2/ Any individual or Political Organisation that
objects to the registration of a candidate shall
have the right to lodge a complaint to the
Constituency Grievance Hearing Committee
and get a decision.

3/ Complaints presented based on sub-articles (1)
or (2) of this Article can be lodged from the
date of commencement of candidate
registration until the date of public
announcement of registered candidates.

4/ The Grievance Hearing Committee of the
constituency shall investigate and give its
decision in writing on the complaint submitted
to it within five days.

5/ In accourdance to Sub-Article (4) of this Article,
a candidate of a political party or an independent
candidate aggrieved by the decision of the
Grievance  Hearing Committee  of  the
constituency may apply to the Grievance Hearing
Committee to be established in Regional Branch
Office within seven days.

6/ The Regional Branch Office Grievance Hearing
Committee shall be chaired by the head of the
Regional Branch Office and shall have two other
members who are appointed in accordance with a
directive to be issued by the Board.

7/ The Grievance Hearing Committee of the
Regional Branch Office shall give decision in
writing within seven days on appeals
submitted to it.
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8/ The aggrieved party has the right to appeal to
the Regional Supreme Court where the
Grievance Hearing Committee of the Regional
Branch Office fails to give decision within
seven days, or it is dissatisfied with the
decision of the Committee. The Court, having
ordered the production of evidences necessary
for its decision and after examining same,
renders decision within 15 days.

9/ The constituency shall carry out its activities
based on the decision given by the Grievance
Hearing Committee of the Regional Branch
Office.

154. Complaints Related to Voting
1/ Where a voter is denied of voting, he shall
have the right to promptly lodge a complaint
with the Polling Station Grievance Hearing
Committee and get a decision.

2/ The Polling Station Grievance

Committee may:

a) investigate the matter and allow the voter
to cast his vote; or

b) allow temporary voting and refer the case
to the Constituency Electoral Office for a
decision.

Hearing

3/A vote cast in accordance with Sub-Article (2)
(b) of this Article shall be made invalid unless
the complainant presents to the constituency
electoral office, before the tabulation of votes
is completed, a decision from the Constituency
Grievance Hearing Committee or a competent
Federal or Regional Court confirming his right
to vote.

4/ Any person who cast a temporary vote in
accordance with Sub-Article (2) (b) of this
Article and is dissatisfied by the decision of
the  Constituency  Grievance  Hearing
Committee may immediately submit his
application to the competent federal or
regional court. The court may order the stay of
the vote count until it hands down its decision
on the matter.

5/ Any person objecting to the voting right of a
voter has the right to lodge his complaint at
various levels and get decision in accordance
with what is provided hereinabove.
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1/ Any political  organization, independent
candidate or agent who has complaints on the
vote counting and results may immediately
submit its or his complaint to the Polling Station
Grievance Hearing Committee and get a decision
in accordance with of Article 58 (4) this
Proclamation. A party aggrieved by the decision
of the committee may apply to the Grievance
Hearing Committee of the constituency within
two days.

2/ The Constituency Grievance Hearing Committee
shall investigate the complaint submitted to it in
accordance with Sub-Article (1) of this Article
and give decision within two days.

3/ Any complainant dissatisfied by the decision
given in accordance with Sub-Article (2) of this
Article may file his petition with the Board
within five days of receiving the Committee’s
decision. The Board shall investigate the
complaint and give decision within 10 days.

4/ A complainant dissatisfied by the decision of
the Board in accordance with Sub-Article (3)
of this Article may file complaint to the
Federal Supreme Court within 10 days of
receiving the Board’s decision. The Court
shall request and review all necessary
evidences and give its decision on the matter.

5/ The Federal Supreme Court shall give its
decision on the complaint submitted to it in
accordance with Sub-Article (4) of this Article
no later than one month.

6/ While the review of complaints and appeals related
to vote counting and results submitted in
accordance with the Sub-Articles of this Article are
ongoing, the Constituency Grievance Hearing
Committee, the Board or the Federal Supreme Court
may order the announcement of election results of
the constituency or constituencies that are subject of
on-going disputes.

PART EIGHT
PROHIBITED ACTS

. General

With out prejudice to the provisions of Ethiopian
Criminal Code pertaining to offenses against
public elections and voting, committing acts
prohibited under this Section is punishable by
law.
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157. Acts Prohibited During the Elections Period

1/ Any person or organization, without the
consent of the Board, found printing,
duplicating, forging any election document
and material or found to have possessed or
distributed such document and material shall
be punishable with imprisonment or a fine.

2/ On election day, acts other than voting and
carrying out lawful activity, engaging or
participating in political activity, publishing or
duplicating elections results at prohibited or
inappropriate time, or committing offenses
provided below is punishable with a fine from
Birr 80,000 to Birr 100,000 or a simple
imprisonment from one to three years.

3/ Any person who:

a) Attempts to interfere in the impartiality of
the Board or election officials, particularly
if he gives or attempts to give bribe or
makes a promise;

b) With the intention of disrupting or
interrupting the election or exerting undue
influence on the election process or the
result outcome and distributes or attempts
to distribute false information which incites
hatred or fear or affects the election result;

¢) Violates secrecy of the ballot.

d) Violates prohibitions with regard to voting
and elections material

e) Disrupts the undertaking of the Board and
election officials; or

f) Violates prohibitions pertaining to political
activities or elections result announcement;
or the right of voters or parties.

is punishable with fine from Birr 30,000 to Birr
50,000 or simple imprisonment of not less than
six months or not exceeding one year.

4/ Any person who intentionally:

a) impedes or obstructs the Board, the chief
election official, Board staff when he is
exercising his authority or carrying out his
duties; or
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b) interrupts the Board’s meeting; or in any
condition commits inappropriate act in
these places; or

c) commits an act of violence with a view of
exerting undue influence on the duty place
of the Board or decision or order to be
given on a pending case.

is punishable with fine not exceeding Birr
30,000 or simple imprisonment not
exceeding one year.

158. Removing of Election Advertisement

Whosoever has, from the commencement of the
election up to the official announcement of

results,

damaged, removed or torn apart a

candidate’s poster or election advertisement shall
be punishable with fine or imprisonment not
exceeding one year.

159/ Prohibition of Promoting Agenda through

lllegal Means

1

2/

Organizing, training, or forcibly recruiting
people or group with a view of instilling
agenda of a political party through force or
intimidation is punishable by law.

Any person or group who assisted or
cooperated in the acts in Sub-Article (1) of this
Article shall be punished by the appropriate
law.

PART NINE
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

160. Transitory Provisions

1

2/

3/

The Provisions of of Article 100 2(a) of this
Proclamation shall come into effect during the
budget year following the federal and regional
parliamentary elections that will take place
after the entry into force of this Proclamation.

Any political party registered before the
coming into effect of this Proclamation shall
be required to fulfil the requirements set out in
this Proclamation according to the timetable
established by the Board.

A political party that fails to comply with the
requirements stated in Sub-Article (2) of this
Article within the timeline set by the Board
may face the Board’s measures, including
cancellation of registration.
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161. Duty to Cooperate

Everyone has the duty to cooperate to implement
this Proclamation.

162. Repealed Laws

1/ The following laws are hereby repealed by this
Proclamation:

a) The Amended Electoral Law of Ethiopia
Proclamation No. 532/2007

b) The Amended Political Parties Registration
Proclamation No. 573/2008

c) The Electoral Code of Conduct for Political
Parties Proclamation No. 662/2009

2/ Any law which contradicts this Proclamation
shall not be applicable on matters covered by
this Proclamation.

163. Power to Issue Requlation and Directive
1/ The House of Peoples’ Representatives may
issue  regulations to implement this
Proclamation.
2/ The Board may issue directives to implement
this Proclamation.

164. Effective Date

This Proclamation shall come into force from the
date of its adoption by the House of Peoples’
Representatives the 24™ day of August 2019.

Done at Addis Ababa, this 16" day of October,2019
SAHLE-WORK ZEWDE

PRESIDENT OF THE FEDRAL DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA



