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HATE SPEECH AND DISINFORMATION PREVENTION

AND SUPPRESSION PROCIAMATION

WHEREAS, it has become necessary to prevent

and suppress by law the deliberate dissemination of hate

speech and disinformation,
COGNIZANT, of the threat hate speech and

disinformation pose to social harmony, political stability,

national unity, human dignity, diversity and equality,

RECOGNIZING, that limitations on fundamental
rights should be proportionate, narrowly tailored and
prescribed by law in pursuit of aims that are legitimate in

a democratic society,
NOW THEREFORE, In accordance with Article

55(1) of the Constitution of the Federal Democratic
Republic of Ethiopia, it is hereby proclaimed as follows.
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&. hFC CoN 1. Short Title
LY APE  CrAF TIICT AT ChATE  onlE This Proclamation may be cited as “Hate Speech and
NG 17 AoohANAG AewSNmC PoMN AP ¢PC Disinformation ~ Prevention  and  Suppression
BUBETERATE Nd° AP LTAA= Proclamation No.1185 /2020.”
g TCre 2. Definition

PPA- A0 AA CFCHP PULLAM@ MAPY 0TEC

OHY AP o0P:-

o/ “INAC” 0T 0PN A WG NPP2AT 2204
MPCAZ PCR AT OMAXT  Towdde o) 25
AR U0l G Tk

g/ “PAF TNUC “InT (AL oo 0L (Tody
-7 T3l AL e1mé: NdCF e lONFT
VN7 YeTITTTE HCT: 2077 of9°  hhA
TEETCEY o0l 19184 U P AT
a e L9 TIAT UL TUNC 10k

i/ “hOTE ooldB oolBo- L0 PPIS PonlBwm-7
AT 7. La-b: 0 L9° alBwmy
P97 PN A®- QAT AmPAL V3 ATAC
PovlBmt  Aa-rtYrt ATINCT R PLT
ALLCA PoLAL VDT L9 DT LTI
0L PP WILLCA 714 0LA he fA
T°C -t

8/ "CLhNT  TILLT TNt 164 oLy
MEAOAT 2C8 T T84 1t

Z/ ‘anfde”’  TINT ANhCF AN C A LONT VAN
YL NCT P27 AhA RS 0f9
ANT (W T ARTETT ool T 177477
Po2.4.49° CUINAA NG -t

i/ ‘P 0T 07000 oL 10-L77 AQAT
TN AN 0L9 e T AL PULLAT NST

To-:

In this Proclamation unless the context otherwise

requires:

1/ “Speech” means the act of disseminating of
information verbally, textually, graphically or by

other means;

2/ “Hate speech” means speech that deliberately
promotes hatred, discrimination or attack against
a person or an discernable group of identity |,
based on ethnicity, religion, race, gender or
disability;

3/ “Disinformation” means speech that is false, is
disseminated by a person who knew or should
reasonably have known the falsity of the
information and is highly likely to cause a public

disturbance, riot, violence or conflict;

4/ “Broadcasting” means radio or television

transmission;

5/ “Discrimination” means any act of denying
including legally accepted and attack against a
person or a group based on ethnicity, religion,
gender or disability;

6/ “Violence” means any injury of property, body or life

against on an individual or a group of people;
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L “TI0GmT TI0F FINCT NG TFo-9° oo 1 &5 Ak
APT ATLLECNA L4 AT N1°00L-P 2450 ALh
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NG T a7 Aav$MCT AT o=

7/ “ Dissemination” means spread or share a speech
on any means for many person, but it does not

include like or tag on social media;

8/ “Social Media” means any social interactive method
that
information for more than one person at one time

facilitate the creation and sharing of

and Social networking through the internet;

9/ “Print Media” means any printed material prepared

for public dissemination or distribution;

10/ “Social Media Servicing Enterprises” means an
enterprise which delivers a social media network

or platform to the users;

11/ “Person” means a natural person or juridical person;

12/ Any expression in the masculine gender includes the

feminine.

3. QObjectives

The objectives of the Proclamation are to:-

1/ Ensure that in their exercise of freedom of
expression, individuals will not engage in speech
that incites violence, is likely to cause public
disturbance or promotes hatred and discrimination
against a person or an identifiable group or
community based on ethnicity, religion, race,

gender or disability;

2/ Promote tolerance, civil discourse and dialogue,

mutual  respect and understanding and

strengthening democratic governance;

3/ Control

proliferation of hate speech, disinformation and

and suppress the dissemination and

other related false and misleading information.
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a. ¢rAF 799C haomhAhA 4. Prohibition of Hate Speech
MG o Qo PPAF TCT NC L0 T (Yoot Any person disseminating hate speech by means of
0L9° MNP 15027 w9 (AA Aopaage broadcasting, print or social media using text, image,
HePTF AT (ZU-a: (0A: 1LPR 0L audio or video is prohibited.

N4 “10&en T e-ThahA T@-::

&. POt aod®y TI0s-erT OAaohADA- 5. Prohibition of Disseminating Disinformation
WIEm-9° A~ PhAT ovlEF NALANEL ANNNPT Disseminating of any disinformation on public
MNCLaNT: (T oL (VNP 8.0 9T meeting by means of broadcasting, print or social
0L (AA adde NLOT ATNEYT (R UG: media using text, image, audio or video is a prohibited
AnA: NE&R 0Ly NH4¢ “0sad ehaha act
A4NMC @

5 AL U 6. Exemptions

&/ PV APE A7P0 0 AGT & A7L&tmOE VT ATE
TUVNC RTL PAF FVNC 0L RITL AT avlB
+onL 0L PO hAhA®-:-

U) PT9uCHe w9 ALTAL I°CI°C  hhA

rY g H

A) S H1: 7S @l e7akh T Aha
rY g

4) i raN : toS of90 avdn COYPON o-mT
avr:

av) PYLMTI L ANTIVCT AMA AT o=

€/ PNY AP RIP6 & RILTmOd VST AL T1C
A7 hOTF avll Fo0g PT1ehAhA®: TNV
Lhlho  @L9° PR G CanlBwm
AT AT NG U ha dee
PolmllPw-7  PPNTeIP Pl PREN RIAVPY
®LI TNV PPl hP N0 0L LG hooU7
LAY o Zath ANTEeTS T T oA
o ro-:

1/ Notwithstanding Articles 4 and 5 of this
Proclamation, a speech will not be considered hate
speech or disinformation and its dissemination is
not prohibited if it is part of;

a) An academic study or scientific inquiry ,

b) A news report, analysis or political critique,

¢) Artistic creativity, performance or other form of

expression,

d) Religious teaching.

2/ Notwithstanding to Article 5 of this Proclamation, a
speech will not be considered as disinformation
and prohibited if a reasonable effort has been made
under the circumstances by the person making the
speech to ensure the veracity of the speech or if the
speech is more inclined to political commentary
and critique instead of being a factual or news

report.
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Z. P78 Tt 21T 7. Criminal Liability

&/ TiEo9 Go- (Y APE Wido 8 Ol
e-hhahae7 CPAF 799C PLLT RIAPT AN
VAl hool (192800 PAA ANdT @L9° DG
Fi. eANAM ooder  CPaMA::

g/ NPAF 7974 9°07e1F (17400 oLy (-7 AL
PPl PFéAaon RILPY PN OA7L hovl AND
A9 0T hoot PoLLCN PAA ANGT LUPTA:

B/ 159 Qo (Y APE Wrdo & ool hADA
CLLNTT G PhAov ATRPT AOh R
hooll (172.2C0 NPAA AT of9® WNC A,
AANAmM aodgr>  CPaf::

o/ PPAF TUUC 0L ChNTT alE acH T o7fA.
PldAov-  haea 0, (AL thJe Qao-
PGP “1%.¢ 1A W oLy 1N Lhadt
AANC T 090 1PLho- 0°%.0M Yoo o-m T
Wy Pal: Anh 00T hoot POLRCA PAN ANCT
AT hIC P, PANAM oo™ CPGTA::

&l hOTE alE (ovOienql: 9070 017000 @L9°
-7 AL 21 ¢Héaaw NP vt ©L9°
Ak POt R7LPT hu-at A AP0 hov-l
0°7.CH PAN ANéT LUPTA

 OPAF T9C 0L9° MhOTT ool @ 7PN avld A9°
Ny er 2000 oLy 07 Ae T
eatddan @l9° PP G vt 0l 9
Pl eATIOT RIRPT WG PéerT et AT
eHAA o A AL97 SCL O NANGT 9°Th
P28, PUWNLAN  RIANT  0CT AT1e-F
PO 00T LTAA =

1/

2/

3/

4/

5/

6/

Any person who commits acts proscribed under
Article 4 shall be punished with simple
imprisonment not exceeding two years or a fine

not exceeding 100,000 birr.

If an attack against a person or a group has been
committed as a result of a hate speech, the
punishment shall be simple imprisonment not
exceeding from one year up to five years.

Any person who commits acts proscribed under
Article 5 shall

imprisonment not exceeding one year or a fine

be punished with simple

not exceeding 50,000 birr.

If the offense of hate speech or disinformation
offense has been committed through a social
media account having more than 5,000 followers
or through a broadcast service or print media, the
person responsible for the act shall be punished
with simple imprisonment not exceeding three

years or a fine not exceeding 100,000 bitr.

If violence or public disturbance occurs due to
the the

punishment shall be rigorous imprisonment from

dissemination of disinformation,

two year up to five years.

If no violence or public disturbance has resulted
due to the commission of the offense of hate
speech or disinformation and if a court of law is
convinced that the correction of the convict will
be better served through alternatives other than
fine or imprisonment, the court could sentence
the convict to render mandatory community

service.
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. PT2YHGS  PRIANCT Aeh PTF DALY T

b/ TIFo9° CUMWNEP 1P RIAMT  PULAT
CCPF PPAF TUUCT PhOTE oolB OACoR 7
AENNCG Ao Pl 1L Ao

€ LCPT PPAF FNUCT 0L ChOTE  avld
ACH 17 Otavplrt PE7 ALCAD (e Aé-T
0% QT LU owAA @AONTTT 0L9°
TVICTT DRDANNT Ao-J 4 QLA
L0 =

/15 @9 PUW0EE 150 AT (LY KPR
700 ATPR (B) RS (B) PRI 18,007
AT P90 A AONGCS 7700, AT Lo-
L0 =

o/ PATXPe LN T AAAANT LUWNEP 9150
RIANNT £ CEA RIPx
grPoomayr 18,3 Fw 7 AN oo ITFo-7
AP ThJ-ra AVNN L4 PO
PHIEA =

Z/ PACTER P ANCLHAT AANANT PO T avlE
NG TG +4T17 AovhAhA 091485 M0,
Qc0m, aoCh TNCTT N MIET AP
LLCIAN

E ChFeXEe ANAR ooVl her 07 epAF FCT

AovhAhA 09045 PUMO “T060157,

PNCT7 AMIET MEP PLCIA:

fLam- 1R))

677Gl

ao(Cch

L/ RS PANANNT A LT DALYTTT HCHC
Po2LY77 L0 0220 FCT  9°hC 0+ Ao
LA =

N ies of Institut o

1/ Any enterprise that provides social media service
should endeavor to suppress and prevent the
dissemination of disinformation and hate speech
through its platform.

2/ Social media service providers should act within
twenty four hours to remove or take out of
circulation disinformation or hate speech upon

about such

receiving notifications

communication or post.

3/ Social media enterprises should have policies
and procedures to discharge their duty under sub
article (1) and (2) of this Atrticle.

4/  The Ethiopian Broadcast Authority shall prepare
a report which is notify to the public on social
media enterprises whether they discharge their

duty properly under sub this article.

5/ The Ethiopian Broadcast Authority shall conduct
public awareness and media literacy campaigns
to combat disinformation.

6/ The Ethiopian Human Rights Commission shall
conduct public awareness campaigns to combat
hate speech.

7/ The Council of Ministers may issue a Regulation
to provide for the detail responsibilities of service

providers and relevant Governmental Institutions.
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B. natiae VIt 9. Repealed Laws

PATONE 4ofl-AP S9°N4-0.0P STNAD PoTEA
U7 A& 08TE (LY APE 1A=

. hPE 272290+ 11
LYV APE 01241 2hM JHP honT LR E90C
T4.8297 LUPGTA::

Ima)

o)

A%.0 AN oot T6 7 €A1 9.9°

“AoCP Ho-L,
PATPALe  LuLlAP S.9°04-0PP

eTANAR TEHSTT

Article 486 of the Criminal Code of the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia is hereby repealed.

10. Effective Date

This Proclamation shall enter into force on the date of

its publication on the Federal Negarit Gazette.

Done at Addis Ababa, On the 23" Day of March, 2020

SAHLEWORK ZEWDE
PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERAL DEMOCRATIC

REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA



