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Directive Number 1048/2025

Directive to Determine the Fine for
Expired Advocacy License

Whereas, according to the Federal
Advocacy Service Licensing and
Administration Proclamation No.
1249/2021, any advocate or law firm
that fails to renew their license
within one month from the last
validity date each year, or that fails
to renew the license with a fine for
the subsequent month due to Force
Majeure, the Ministry of Justice is
responsible for issuing the directive
that determines the renewal of

licenses with a fine.

The Ministry of Justice has issued
this directive in accordance with
Article 19 (2) and (3) of Federal
Advocacy Service licensing and
Administration Proclamation No.
1249/2021.
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Part One

General Provisions

1. Short Title

This Directive can be cited as
“Directive to Determine the Fine for

Expired Advocacy License Directive

Number 1048/2025”.
2. Definition
Unless the context otherwise

requires, in this Directive:

1) “Proclamation” means the

Federal Advocacy Services

Licensing and  Administration

Proclamation No. 1249/2021.

2) “License” means an advocacy
license granted to an advocate or law
firm to provide advocacy services

under the Proclamation.

3) “Regular License Renewal
Period” means a one-month period
starting from the last day on which
the advocacy license is valid under

the Proclamation.
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4) “Law Firm” means a law firm
established under Article 37 of

the Proclamation.

5) "Advocate™ means a person

licensed to provide private
advocacy services under Articles
12 and 13 of the Proclamation.
For the purpose of this Directive,
it includes an advocate who is a

partner in a law firm or employed

by a law firm.
6) “Directorate” means the
Directorate of Advocacy

Licensing Administration and
Free Legal Aid Services within

the Ministry of Justice.

7) “Ministry” means the Ministry

of Justice.

8) Any

masculine gender includes the

expression in the

feminine -gender.

9) Other definitions provided
under  Article 2 of the
Proclamation shall apply to this

Directive as appropriate.
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This Directive shall apply only to
the renewal of an advocate’s license
filed in accordance with Article 19
(2) and (3) of the Proclamation.
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Any Advocate or law firm:-

1) Pursuant to Article 19 of the
Proclamation, an advocate’s
license shall be renewed
annually, within one month
from the last day of its
validity.

2) Any advocate or law firm that
fails to renew its license within
the one-month period pursuant
to Sub-Article (1) of this
Article may renew its license
within the next one-month

period upon payment of a fine.

3) Any advocate or law firm that
fails to renew its license within
the one-month period
stipulated in Sub-Article (2) of
this Article due to force
majeure may renew the license

within the next one-
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month period by paying a fine.

4) If the advocacy license is not
renewed within the regular
renewal period or as per Sub-
article (2) or (3) of this Article,
any renewal request shall be
handled through disciplinary
proceedings.

5.The Renewal of an
Advocate’s Advocacy License
that Has Expired by One
Month

The Directorate:-

1) Renews an advocate’s
advocacy license  request
submitted within five days
from the last day of the
regular  renewal  period,
subject to a fine of five
hundred birr (500 Birr).

2) Renews an advocate’s

advocacy license  request

submitted within the sixth to
tenth day after the last day of
the regular renewal period,
subject to a fine of one

thousand birr (1,000 Birr).
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3)

4)

5)

6)

Renews an advocate’s

advocacy license  request
submitted within the eleventh
to fifteenth day after the last
day of the regular renewal
period, subject to a fine of one

thousand five hundred birr

(1,500 Birr).
Renews an advocate’s
advocacy license  request

submitted within the sixtieth
day to twentieth day after the
last day of the regular renewal
period, subject to a fine of two
thousand birr (2000 birr).
Renews an advocate’s advocacy
license request submitted within
the twenty-first to twenty-fifth day
after the last day of the regular
renewal period, subject to a fine
of two thousand five hundred
birr (2,500 Birr).

Renews an advocate’s advocacy
license request submitted within
the twenty-sixth to thirtieth day
after the last day of the regular
renewal period, subject to a fine
of three thousand birr (3,000
Birr).
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4)

5)

6)

Renews a law  firm
advocacy license request
submitted within the

sixteenth to twentieth day
after the last day of the
reqular  renewal period,
subject to a fine of three
thousand five hundred birr
(3,500 Birr).

Renews a law firm
advocacy license request
submitted within the twenty-
first to twenty-fifth day after
the last day of the regular
renewal period, subject to a
fine of four thousand birr
(4,000 Birr).

Renews a law firm
advocacy license request
submitted within the twenty-
sixth to thirtieth day after
the last day of the regular
renewal period, subject to a
fine of four thousand five

hundred birr (4,500 Birr).
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1)

2)

7. Renewal of an Advocate’s
Advocacy  License  Whose
Renewal Period Has Expired
Due to Force Majeure

The Directorate shall renew an
advocate's advocacy license not
renewed within the period
allowed for renewal with a fine in
pursuant to Article 5 of this
Directive due to force majeure,
subject to a fine of three thousand
birr (3,000 Birr).

When the Advocate submits a
request for renewal stating that
he was unable to renew his
license due to force majeure, he
shall provide evidence proving
that the renewal period with the
fine expired as a result of the
force majeure.

Renewal of a Law Firm’s
Advocacy  License  Whose
Renewal Period Has Expired
Due to Force Majeure

1) The Directorate shall renew a
law firm's advocacy license
not renewed within the period
allowed for renewal with a

fine in pursuant to Article 5 of
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this Directive due to force
majeure, subject to a fine of
four thousand five hundred
birr (4,500 Birr).

2) When a law firm submits a
renewal request stating it was
unable to renew its license
due to force majeure it shall
provide evidence proving the
renewal period with the fine
expired as a result of the force
majeure.

9. Reasons Considered Force
Majeure
The reasons considered as force

majeure for an advocate or law
firm to renew the license, either
independently or through an
agency, are those that could not
have been foreseen or avoided

and include the following:

a) Serious or chronic illness,
b) Imprisonment,

c¢) Mourning,

d) Natural disaster or security
problem,

e) Other serious reasons.
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Part Three

Miscellaneous Provisions

10.Duties of the Directorate

1)

2)

The Directorate shall renew
the license of an advocate or
law firm that submits a
request for license renewal
within one month after the
of the

license renewal period subject

expiration regular
to the fine specified in Article
5 or 6 of this Directive.

The Directorate may after
reviewing  the  evidence
submitted by an advocate or
law firm that has filed a
request for license renewal
stating that it was unable to
renew the license within one
month from the expiration of
the renewal period due to
force majeure either renew the
license imposing a fine or file
case in

with this

a  disciplinary
accordance

Directive.



3) Y ATPAX 70-0 ATPR (2)
av(\ (T 8 L.l ol
PPLNw7  TINE
PLOTA7 hn AePCO0r
nod?  o%e077 AanllPo-
ol  PrNPG LC Rl
X4 PAm-FA::

a (G

11.+4.9°07 PAATO- MAT

LUT avavl @ 0 YL TV 0-9°
avavl P LY ANSP KOG
Y vavse o0t Ptovpbrk:
14077 N%amd T AR T
heTlm9°::

12.00av4 P07 NATIAAA

LY ovanl P RTL ROEALYE
N°27.0k% AATAA LTAA::

13.0vavg P+ POLAS 0T 2N,

[ &) agoaon/, @
oteonO0+ ¢
LUGA::

02707k 4-
s 0%

A0 Al Phit4- 2017

Y9 hC2P0A0
Peah “L00EC “L0TC

12

3) If the

examining  the

Directorate  after
evidence
submitted pursuant to Sub-
Article (2) of this Article
decides to file a disciplinary
shall notify the

advocate or law firm of its

case, it

decision in writing.

11. Inapplicable laws

Any law or practice inconsistent
with this Directive shall not
apply to matters covered under
this Directive.

12. Amendment of the directive

This Directive may be amended
by the Ministry as deemed
necessary..

13. Effective date

This directive shall enter in to

force on the date of its

registration on the Ministry.

Addis Ababa February 2025
Hanna areyaselasie

Minister of ministry of Justice



