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A Directive to Support and Regulate
Professional Association No. 849/2021

Whereas, it is stated in the Civil Society
Organizations Proclamation No. 1113/2019 Acrticle
2 sub-article (5) that professional associations
make professional contributions to the public in
addition to promoting the interests of their
members;

Whereas, it is necessary to create a conducive
environment for individuals to form associations
based on their professions and with the objective of
promoting the rights and interests of their
members;

Whereas, it is stated that the bodies regulating the
professional disciplines in which the associations
are engaged shall closely work with the
associations and provide assistance to them, and it
is found necessary to formulate the guidelines
according to which this collaboration shall be
governed;

Whereas, it has become necessary to promote and
support the contribution of professional
associations to the country and the public;

Now therefore; the Authority for Civil Society
Organizations has issued this Directive pursuant to
the powers given to it in Article 89 sub-article (2)
of the Proclamation.
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1.

Part One
General

Short Title

This Directive may be cited as the “Directive

for

Supporting and Regulating Professional

Associations No. 849/2021”

2. Definitions
In this Directive, unless the context requires
otherwise;

1. “Proclamation” shall mean the Civil

Society Organizations Proclamation No.
1113/2019;

“Authority” shall mean the “Authority
for Civil Society Organizations” that
was established pursuant to Article 4 of
the Proclamation & accorded change of
name in accordance to definition and
duties of the executive organs of the
federal government proclamation No.
1263/2021.

shall
Director-General of the Authority for

“Director-General” mean the

Civil Society Organizations;

“Profession” shall mean “a profession
that can be attested to by educational

credentials that are issued by a

government-accredited educational

institution or other government or
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authorized body evidencing knowledge,
experience or skill in an area of expertise
and shall include indigenous
knowledges, handicraft, and those

professions relating to creative works;

“Indigenous knowledge” shall include
knowledge in natural resource use and
care, wealth management, dispute
resolution and peace building methods
in leadership, healthcare, biodiversity,
seeds and production, compounding and
use of traditional medicine, astronomy
and space that were developed and tested
over a long period of time;

“Handicraft” shall mean a kind of
profession which employs skills and
knowledge to make decorative objects
and products for day-to-day use, by hand
and with the help of simple tools; and
shall include products that showcase the
professional’s  artistry which was
developed over many repetitions and to
which his creative contribution is

crucial;
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10.

11.

“Traditional medicine” shall include

indigenous  healthcare  knowledges,

skills, and practices with proven

healthcare benefits evidenced by public
opinion or educational credentials and

shall include indigenous nutritional

medicine;

“Traditional medicine practitioner” shall
mean an individual recognized by the
community as a person that provides
medical services by using plants,
animals and mineral products, and other
methods

religious or traditional

acceptable to the local community.

“Trade Union”, according to the Labour
Proclamation No. 1156/2019 shall mean
a union formed by employees to protect

their rights and promote their interests.

Definitions in the Proclamation and
Regulation shall also be applicable to

this Directive.

Reference to the masculine gender shall

include also the feminine.
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organization

Scope of Application

This Directive shall be applicable to any

that is registered as a

professional association.

Part Two

Registration of and support to Professional

Associations

4. Number of members required for

2.

registration

Pursuant to Article 19 sub-article (1) of the
Proclamation, any five or more
professionals may apply for registration to
form a professional association.

The Authority may, in exceptional cases,
allow the formation of a professional
association where the number of members
practicing in the particular area of
expertise in the whole country is less than
five.

Founding members shall be responsible to
show and prove the inadequacy of the
number of professionals for the purposes
of sub-article (2) of this Article.
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5. Contents of an application for registration

Any application for registration of a
professional association shall include the
following in addition to the requirements
stated in Article 58(1) of the Proclamation:

1. Copies of the members’ professional
licenses or certificates in the stated
profession; and

2. Whether the professional association seeks
to promote the interests of the general
public or non-member third parties in
addition to promoting the rights and
interests of its members.

6. Contents of Organizational Rule
Any professional association’s articles of
association shall have to at least include all the
contents stipulated under Article 60 of the

Proclamation.

7. Being Open to New Members
Any professional association shall be open to
any new member who fulfils the criteria in

its organizational rule.

8. Associations that may not be registered as
Professional Associations

1. An application to be registered as a
professional association submitted by
employees of an undertaking shall not be
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accepted where the said profession relates
to the activities of the undertaking.

2. Any professional association registered by
the Authority may not act as a trade union
by involving in the labour affairs of an
undertaking.

9. Support for Professional Associations

he Authority may, in collaboration with
government bodies working in the sector,
grant the following privileges with the view
of supporting and encouraging professional
associations:

1. Partially lift the cap on administrative
expenses stipulated in the Administrative
Expenses Implementation Directive for
professional associations working for the
benefit of the public or that of third
parties;

2. Provide support from the Civil Society
Fund to professional associations that
strongly promote volunteerism;

3. Provide financial support for the research
and innovation works planned by
professional associations and cover the
expenses for publications and exhibitions
of their findings and products; and
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4. Facilitate their acquisition of office space
temporarily or permanently in the
premises of government offices leading
the sector.

Part Three
Responsibilities and Areas of Engagement of
Professional Associations

10. Responsibilities of Professional
Associations

Professional associations registered by the
Authority  shall have the following
responsibilities:

1. Developing the goals and contributions of
their particular profession;

2. Coordinating  the  collection  and
formulation of the ideas and efforts of their
members and getting them across to the
government, policymakers, and other
stakeholders;

3. Serving as a voice to their respective
professions and arranging platforms for
dialoguing and debating on various
matters;

4. Creating and facilitating ways and means
for the dissemination of the various
research findings in their respective
disciplines to the community and to other
concerned bodies;



5)

6)

Poo. @ OF9°NC L7707 “INIETG
ov- P@-9° (IN79°NC L7 oo\l
APlavi. ooty ool

hoo- T IC 120 PP AS
ARICS VHAO ANTPARR PoLPLC-
AT PN A 0T NGO

11. AANAT PPI° 9704 Poo- 2 ULt

1)

Poo- @ QUL PAAAET T
oIS  PPYe AT0N0C 194
AN ARP9° e7Aa: PTY° Pov. g

TNt AANN T T TC 4
A“7h498. 700 A% % oo
ALTAY°::
PANNT @7 PP9° A“I0NNC
Py kL ov. ¢ ov. ¢ V0T
eoLhtacl AT HEP AN
Laa.:

V. Pov- @ AG Pdandé~ NE- 197717

S TAL T

A, PANAETF @7 PP PPY°
ATIAMNP AL
A A

A, AMAFFFo7 ACO NACAY°
v haaef  oo-fo-  OC
T2t Ao 2000
o LI L5 IC
P 1§77 RN wEmC:

Developing professional codes of conduct
and monitoring that the profession is
guided by such code;

Carrying out other related activities that
are beneficial to the county and the public

11. Professional Associations Promoting the
Interests of their Members

1. Professional Associations may be formed

with the purpose of promoting the rights
and interests of members. However, they
may not be formed with the purpose of
splitting profit between members.

Professional associations formed to
promote the interests of their members
may engage in the following:

o

Ensuring freedom of profession and

innovation;

b. Advocating for the protection of the

professional  interests of  their

members;

c. Creating networking opportunities
within the association and with other
individuals/groups engaged in areas
related with the profession; and
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12. Professional
Licensing Services

10

d. Rendering various services to their
members.

Professional associations formed with the
purpose of promoting the interests of
members only may not work for the
interest of third parties unless such change
of purpose has been incorporated in their
organizational rule and the Authority is
notified of it.

Associations  Providing

1. Professional associations may be engaged

in licencing or certifying services in their
particular area of profession in addition to
working to promote the rights and interests
of their members.

The licensing or certification services to be
rendered by professional associations and
their monitoring of the profession shall be
governed by the rules to be set by the
government body regulating the sector.

Professional associations that aim to
render licensing and certification services
shall, in addition to the requirements to be
set the by the relevant regulatory
government body, fulfil the following:

a. The members shall hold credentials
issued from government-accredited
educational or other competency-
certifying institutions;
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b. The association has as its members the
majority of the professionals in the
country in a particular discipline;

c. The association has an internal
organizational and operational
structure; and

d. The association shall have the
capability to become a center of
excellence in the particular discipline.

For the purposes of this Directive, the
majority referred to in sub-article (3) (b) of
this article shall mean that the number of
members in the association constitute
more than 75% of the professionals
engaged in that particular profession in the
country.

13. Professional Associations Working for the
Benefit of The General Public or of Third
Parties

1. Any Professional association may work

for the benefit of third parties in addition
to promoting the rights and interests of its
members, provided that it is stated as an

objective in its organizational rule.

Professional associations working for the
benefit of the general public or that of third
parties are encouraged to focus on special
contributions they can make through their

particular profession.
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3. When professional associations work for

the benefit of the general public or that of
third parties, the implementation of
administrative costs shall be carried out in
accordance with the Directive on the
Implementation of Administrative

Expenses No.1/2021.

14. Professional Associations of Indigenous
Knowledges

1. Where a professional association of

indigenous knowledges is to be formed, its
members shall have to present written
proof of experience and knowledge from
the Ministry of Culture and Sport, the
Micro, Small and Medium [Businesses]
Development Authority or other relevant
government body.

Traditional medicine practitioners wishing
to form professional associations shall
present their licenses and certificates of
competence issued by the Ministry of
Health or Ethiopian Food and Drug

Administration.

A certificate of registration granted in

accordance with this article shall not serve
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as a certificate of competence or a license

to render medical services.

Part Four

Miscellaneous Provisions

15. Transitory Provision

Where professional associations which were
registered before the coming into effect of this
Directive decide to engage in the additional
objectives laid down in Part Three of this
Directive, shall have to incorporate
statements to that effect in their
organizational rule and notify the Authority
of the same.

16. Amendment

The Authority may amend this Directive at
any time.

17. Effective Date

This Directive shall enter into force on the day it
is publicized by the Authority’s website After
registered by the Ministry of justice and signed
by the Director-General of the Authority.

Jima Dilbo Denbel
Director-General
Authority for Civil Society Organizations
November 06, 2021



