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PREAMBLE

WHEREAS, it has become necessary to ensure
continuous monitoring during the opening of new
academic programs and curriculum implementation
at higher education institutions to confirm that
programs remain relevant in terms of the socio-
economic needs and validate changing demands of

the society;

WHEREAS, it has become necessary to assure
quality of education and relevance and
alignment of the programs and design of
curricula with the national standards;

WHEREAS, it has become necessary to lay
down appropriate legal framework to open new
differences,  avoid

programs,  diminish

redundancy/duplication of programs and
curriculum as well as to review the programs
and curricula in similar procedures to respond
timely for the needs of socio-economic

development of the country;

NOW, THEREFORE, based on the authority
vested in the Ministry of Education, and in
1263/2014
Article 34 (2) of the definition of powers and

accordance with proclamation

duties of the Ministry, and of Higher Education
Proclamation No 1152/2019 with article 86 sub
article 5, it is hereby declared as follows:



hea A&
mPAq £7922F
1. A“PC Con
£v avan/, @ “Che T4 T9°VCT
PANS LR TEVCPTS »2CUH-19°VCT
PlLA: NG “IARP awavl P kpC
917/2014” -I+N&° A.mPn LTAA::

2. PT4RUrTt on7
LY ovavl e ALLOEC ovdof (o Tmé

Wwr o720t W15 T9VCT TR
AU | b 7- N ( TS A A Vo7 A - 7
PANS LR TECPTST ACYT  TIVCTT
PaodlR: CamlA AT PUIALP NC-PT AL
T4.277, LUPTA::

3. TCA%LPT

N5 F9VCtT  APPE  1152/2011
TCA7% AT PATS AMAART
A7t T  ePA- AN AA

TCH9° PULeOAme- QAT OPC (N
avavd @ @0 P
1. "PhhSUn TR 0+

PENT oL9° DCOTS MUY
4907 Rt PFAP Con I

o-mA7 PO PaARN T P1RL-P
NCY T T9VCT PAm AT vl
P04 AmGPLP L20C T4
o700 1+t

2. "CL" 0T NGATE T9CVCT
APPE  oo(l AR PNeTT
TI°UCT + LYy nNA LY

P20 T8 L C RaA ro-:

3. "hA /AT T/ TVCT (LT
0t N0g PAS Tovdqg
DN T7 Poy.,24- e 9°vCT
neac - eahSerh: P9 CINCT
PWNLAN AIAT NPT

PART ONE
GENERAL PROVISIONS

1. SHORT TITLE
This directive may be cited as the “Higher

Education  Academic  Programs  and

Curriculum Design, Review and Approval
Directive No 917/2022”

2. SCOPE OF APPLICATION
The directive shall apply to the design,

approval, and review of academic programs and
curricula in higher education institutions which

are accountable to the Ministry of Education.

3. DEFINITIONS

Unless the context requires, in this directive
words and expressions shall have the meanings
given to them in Higher Education
proclamation N01152/2019. In addition in this
directive:

1. “Academic Program” shall mean a
combination of modules or courses and
related activities, as well as approved
curriculum organized for the achievement of
specific learning outcomes, and whose
completion leads to the award of specified
degree/certificate;

2. “Board’’ shall mean the Higher education
institutions governing body which is
established in accordance with the Higher
Education Proclamation

3. “College/Institute/School” shall mean an
academic unit of a higher education

institutions that coordinates and oversees the

academic, research, and community service
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. “Curriculum”’

. “Education

activities of departments within it, which
share similar resources;
means encompasses all
aspects of teaching, learning and assessment
delivered Dby programs towards the
attainment of learning outcomes and the
acquisition of graduate attributes;

and Training Authority”
means an autonomous federal government
body that established by proclamation

1263/2014 article 60(L).

. “Modes of delivery” means a program

delivered in regular, continuing, distance

learning, virtual or mixed methods;

. “Senate’’ shall mean the body of Higher

education institutions, which regulates and
directs the academic and related works of the
Higher education institutions as indicated in

the Proclamation;

. Gender Reference: In this Directive, all

expressions using the masculine gender

equally apply to the feminine.

OBJECTIVES

The objectives of this directive are:

1. To align higher education academic
programs and curricula with
international, national, regional and
local priority development agenda;

2. To ensure that higher education
institutions academic programs and
curricula satisfy the social and economic
development of the society;
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3. To assure that higher education
institutions programs and curricula meet
the global and national standards;

4. To review academic programs and
curricula periodically to respond to the
socio-economic demands of the society;

5. GUIDING PRINCIPLES
Without prejudice to principles provided in
Proclamation 1152/2019 article 18 (2) and 20
(7), Higher Education Institutions shall have the
following principles in designing, reviewing
and approving higher education academic
programs and curriculum
Relevance;
Quality;
Participatory;
Autonomous and Accountability;
PART TWO
ACADEMIC PROGRAM DESIGN, REVIEW
AND APPROVAL

6. ACADEMIC PROGRAM DESIGN

1. Any higher education institution can

initiate the opening of new academic
programs that will be originated from
internal or external bodies;

2. The program that is initiated in sub
article (1) of this article shall be

presented to the University Senate;

3. Unless the program is unique in any
higher education institution it shall be
merged if two or more programs have
two-third of the course contents are in
common;

4. Any higher education institution shall

provide evidence of 75% of the human
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5.

7.

resource  compositions  availability

related to the academic program to

open and sustain the academic

program;

The initiated program shall be in line
with  differentiation framework, the
national development priority and higher
education policy;

The higher education institution conducts

a need assessment study with external

independent body of researchers to

understand the general needs and

expectations of students and the society
to launch the program/s at the higher
education institutions;

a. The needs assessment study
shall be conducted at national
level and should include
potential students, employers,
industries, professional
associations, external reviewers
and other relevant stakeholders
to get feedback, and
international experiences
regarding the design, relevance
and contents of the new
program to be launched.

In any higher education institution
alteration of the exiting academic
program shall be
rationalized/articulated in evidence-
based extensive research, country
development priority and international
experience deemed worthful and the
altered academic program have be
registered at the Ministry;



7. eAhS92h TC2LTTF haa

1.

PG o9 Phe S TPUCT  ARYe
POLANTw7  PANS LR TEVIT
ehe-15  T9°uCT 77 a.07 ool
AL Ch Oad-T anh AL0 T hoo- A
e 18N o0r  oPl7 o0
oA LTCNI A

NrE o9 e T TICVCT ARYe
PhhS 2 TEC9C  haa e
O.PhG o7 P+ PLLM-T ehe- 4
TVCT ABANTT: AL APD
oPe: AP PTG
NP+ 0PG5 PANS LR TEVEIF
ANCSANT 0B8R A16-P CATT
AL T AT AAPPATSE  1°hC7
a4 MLl WA

o9 s TIVCT ARYe
.70 00t Pocn, 19IPT
1Rov. ool e oYY (173
@-L£:0:C AL TaoOCH hRLACA AP T
oL9  heCcec AR 0L
OA 75071627 NezacCoto-
PTERTT ACYT T9VCT Gt
EL A (U2 S YW 0 CLY o Pt [
Neo 20N Ahéot  PH.A107 AN
PhAhS 2R TE9° W0 THTICS
ngecoec hn P MMANTG 7T
A4 10000 ML) RANT:
200 Pareh, 19IPT AP
2917 oChO'T hov'f S hR7E:
oC QA0 LB oOPr TEV-ov7
Aot CTHIEm TEZHA AT
NV EE 504 PGl e7°Co
ATLLCAT D LRLIA:

Ahé T edale RS0 ehAhSOrh
TEI® hoog b (41 LLOCO L0
0°7.eN1.78.w- TRNPG AP
ol Pk L X oChit' 7T hoonhe
WALCAPTT  19° 2919 PoLAm-T7
170, AN LOETG PNLovAOT7 Tt
LTCNIA:

7. ACADEMIC PROGRAM REVIEW

1. Any higher education institution
shall be obligated to review its
academic program in periodical
way based on higher education
policy in a minimum of 4-6 years,
depending on the duration of the
program;

2. Any higher education institution

program review shall give attention
and reference to the harmonized
legislation, differentiation
framework & strategy, Ethiopian
educational qualification
framework, academic  program
accreditation  strategy, national
development agenda and
international experience;

3. Any higher education institution

shall invite at least three relevant
and well experienced senior
external reviewers based on the
institution’s guideline with free
competition via senate standing
committee for academic program &
curriculum from different
universities or research institutes, or
industries, the external reviewer is
required to be independent of the
proposed program in terms of
teaching or research affiliation to
the department;

4. The external reviewers shall get the

draft academic program proposal
and need assessment  report
documents not later than one month
before conducting the national
workshop;

5. Prior to the approval of the

academic program, higher
education intuitions shall organize
institutional and national level
validation workshop and
incorporate the constructive
comments and feedback from



e+r5o9° W5 rvcT R
?-han ac PhhSen TE9°
N2L0EC oo POl ATRI1T e
a1l LTCNIA RT509° Ao-PS
02017 AN A7L17 Ao-PST AT 4P
ATIVT T oA T LTCNI A

8. PAhA L h TCALTPT7 WA"10LP
1. PeLaCA Lo Azl Aoohéol

P40 1077 Hh2.0 PhhS 7N
TEEI° S P X o LI
LATIXLL ONANT hdo-:: (ol
PornéA®7 TEVERI (. 1ov)I°
NO-He-tE PP Con 140 Ag
Tndd PRCIA:: nraCalo-
TAOh AT OTeEREn 0P L
P Loy 0 a0 o- eATYT
a7 NAAT TEVCIT AR
PPN T7: T (V00 Qoo C
P97 LN CUNT APCOT- ARG
n9°er7 P 0LA A
T2 L-0v- PO@7 0.7
MHCHC aoAL.CAF AL TaonCoA
Nao9°19° @Az LATNA::

. POl @Az OAYS?Lh PhTA
TOHLT T AN A“lovah T o-
PhhSeIh 0e e T (A7L oC
L 0P TLETN LREIN:: AALN
TEVI° TP an (1A
PorFam:  helLabC oondf (bl
VIP &2C A NF jo-::

. ASOT PhhSorLh TEVI°
Aoond T PThSot  PEATT %04
P VYT PARNRPT AT
-8 e9°177 oCht' 7T
7 CAT NP L8 m- nrAd-t+
TaoCola X 2P LTCUVTFPA::

. PRLOCA - nce: A.hé. T
?-é.a1m- PhhSLn TENEI°
ah1et: OretEEn 0PLs htfovo-

7

stakeholders and reviewers from
the workshop;

Reviewed academic programs in
any higher education institution
shall be re-registered at the
Ministry and apply for accreditation
and licensing to accrediting body.

8. ACADEMIC PROGRAM APPROVAL
1. The University Senate shall have the

power to approve or reject the
proposed new program. The Senate
shall focus on strategic issues in
reviewing the programs. The criteria
for approval include relevance of the
new program to the university’s
mission and strategic plan as well as
national priorities, uniqueness of the
proposed program vis-a-vis existing
programs, resource implications to

run the program, and market niche;

2. The official decision of the Senate

shall be communicated in official
letter to colleges within one month
through the Academic Vice President
with a copy to the university
Registrar and other concerned
offices. Admission of students to this
new program shall take place only
after the endorsement of the Ministry.

3.The needs assessment findings,

minutes and reports of the workshop
for the opening of new program shall
be examined thoroughly for approval
at all levels.

4. Board of the university shall check, if

the new program is consistent with
the country’s strategic plan and with
the mission, strategic priorities and
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legislation of the higher education
institutions;

. The Board shall ensure that there are

sufficient resources (physical, human
and financial) to run and sustain the
academic program and the academic
standards of the program are
appropriate to the proposed level and
title of credential awarded;

. The Board shall check the minimum

academic standards, the available
resources and management
arrangements required to provide
high quality educational programs in
line with the Ethiopian Education
Quialification Framework and
Academic Program  Accreditation
Strategy;

. The board shall ensure that there is

no overlap or duplication between the
new and existing programs within the
institutions, there is market demand
or niche for the new academic
program, and its learning outcomes
address the requirements of students,
industry, employers and professions;

8. The Board Shall ensure and monitor

the registration and accreditation of
the academic programs;

9. Any higher education institution shall

not endorse new academic program
without written permission from the
Ministry.
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PART THREE

CURRICULUM DESIGN, REVIEW AND

APPROVAL

9. CURRICULUM DESIGN
1. Any academic program must have a

curriculum that is consistent and relevant
to the academic program. The higher
education institution has to ensure that all
the  elements/components  of  the
curriculum are incorporated as per the

standard:;

2. The higher education institutions shall

ensure that the curriculum
development align with differentiation
framework, Ethiopian Qualification
Framework and Program Accreditation

Strategy;

3. The higher education institutions shall

ensure the semester minimum and
maximum course load and the
distribution of the courses across the
duration of the program and the total
minimum  credit hours and its
equivalent ECTS required to complete

the program;

4. Any higher education institution shall

ensure that the minimum credit
Hour/ECTS for 4 years program is
136/224; for 5 years program is
170/280 and for 6 years program
204/336.
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Professor to review second degree
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Professor to review third degree
curricula;
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The higher education institutions shall
nominate three external reviewers at
least two from different universities,
research institutes, or industry. The
external reviewers are required to be
independent and not connected to the
proposed academic program in terms
of teaching or research affiliation to
the department;

The higher education institutions shall
send the draft curriculum and needs
assessment report documents to
reviewers no later than one month
prior to conducting the national
workshop;

Curriculum review shall be conducted
in  accordance  with  Ethiopian
universities differentiation framework,
Ethiopian Qualification Framework
and Program Accreditation Strategy;
The higher education institutions shall
issue guideline on how to conduct
need assessment,
recruitment/nomination of internal
and external reviewers and conducting
of in-house and national validation
workshop, based on the minimum
requirements indicated in  this
directive;

11. CURRICULUM APPROVAL

1. Any higher education institution shall

ensure that curriculum to be approved
is relevant to the international, regional,
national and local demands and with
high level quality;

2. The higher education institutions shall

ensure that syllabi are prepared,
teaching-learning process, the
assessment methods and the course
contents coverage as stated in the
curriculum. Any deviation from what is
stated in the curricula are not accepted
and such programs are not approved;
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3. The higher education institutions shall
ensure that the necessary resources and
facilities required for practical courses
and lab works are in place;

4. Higher education institutions shall
ensure that the program is related to the
mission of the particular institution as
per the differentiation made;

5. Higher education institutions check and
confirm that need assessment has been
made and validation workshops have
been conducted;

6. All the necessary documents including
the needs assessment, all minutes and
validation workshop reports are to be
presented to the concerned bodies for
approval;

7. The degree nomenclature by the higher
education institutions shall be written
both in English and Ambharic. It shall
also be written in a standard manner:

a. ‘The Degree of Bachelor of
Science/Arts/Education/ in -------
(‘CALTIN/AC TN/ TIVC T/
0FacC 424 (1------- );

b. For Master’s Degree, ‘The
Degree of Master of
Science/Arts/Education/Business
Administration in------ ¢
(‘CALTO/AC TN/ TI°VCT/
. N70 AL LT 67
aA+Ch 216 (1------- ), and

c. For Ph.D., Degree ‘The Degree
of Doctor of Philosophy in-----
(‘PEANGET &N TéT 2.6
1------ ), For Degree Ed.D.,
Doctor of Education in----
‘(‘CTIVCT Attt .16
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PART FOUR

ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF

STAKEHOLDERS

12. MINISTRY OF EDUCATION

1.

Shall set criteria and procedures to review
and implement the academic program and
curricula in accordance with national
development priorities, requirements and
international experiences;

Shall confirm that program preparations
and delivery of curricula of higher
education institutions are in accordance
with set standards, check the finding of the
need assessment as it was conducted as per
the requirement and register the entire
academic program;

Shall avoid unnecessary duplication of
programs and to comply with the
government policy, the ministry is
expected periodically to review national
needs and issue directions on the field of
study to be launched,

Shall provide technical support for internal
quality assurance and enhancement of the
system of the higher education institutions;

Shall ensure curriculum development
process is conducted in accordance with
differentiation ~ framework,  Ethiopian
Qualification Framework and Program
Accreditation strategy with due emphasis
given to new findings;

Shall check the inclusion of all the
common courses and follow up its
implementation.

Works on capacity building activities in
relation to program and curriculum
development;

Shall Register all academic programs at
national level,

Shall organize national data base of all the
registered and approved programs;
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10. Shall make the necessary monitoring and
follow up;
13. Education and Training Authority

1.

Shall provide academic program
accreditation and license based on
criterion and the finding of the academic
program assessment;

Shall issue the certificate, disseminate
and publish accreditation and re-
accreditation outcomes after approval by
the accreditation board.

14. BOARD

1. Board shall check, if the new
program is  consistent  with
international, regional, and national
standards and the country’s strategic
priorities and directives of the higher
education institutions;

2. Before the commencement of the
program, the board shall endorse the
newly developed academic program.

15. HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS

1.

Ensure that the programs and curricula
meet the international standards and
regional, national and local demands;
Request for registration, and approval
of programs with all the necessary
minutes and need assessment study
document;

Review all required facilities are in

place to open programs:

Undertake  periodic  review  of
programs and curricula;
Monitor the implementation of

programs and curricula
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16.

17. TERMINATION

d)

PART FIVE
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

PERIODIC REVIEW OF ACADEMIC

PROGRAMS AND CURRICULUM

1. Any higher education institutions shall
review its academic programs and
curriculum on completion of one batch
and adjust the academic program and
curriculum with country development
priority and international trends;

2. The higher education institution shall
submit reports of academic programs
and curriculum review to the ministry.

3. Reviewed academic program shall be re-

registered at ministry;

4. Reviewed academic program shall be
re-accredited and licensed at Education
and Training Authority.

OF ACADEMIC

PROGRAM

In any higher education institutions

terminating existing academic program shall
be communicated to the ministry and the
public as well. The proposal for terminating
academic program shall include:

Rationalize for terminating the academic
program;

Describe the impact of terminating the
academic program on students and
academic staff and identify how any
negative effects will be mitigated

Acknowledgement of other bodies whose
programs affected by termination of the
academic program have been notified;

Redeployment plan, describing how

existing resources will be reallocated and
how academic staff reassigned
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18. TRANSITORY PROVISIONS

1. On the approval of this directive higher
education institutions shall focus on
their differentiation area to excel. Any
academic program that is not in line
with the differentiation will not be
entertained.

19. INTERNAL RULES AND REGULATIONS

1. Higher education institutions shall
develop their own
guidelines/directives/standards so as to
help the implementation of this directive

20. INAPPLICABLE LAWS

1. No directive or customary practice may,
in so far as it is inconsistent with the
provisions of this directive, be
applicable with respect to matters
covered under this directive.

21. AMENDMENT

1. This directive may be amended only by

the Ministry of Education, as needed

22. EFFECTIVE DATE
This directive shall in effect from the day it is

signed.

Professor Birhanu Nega

Minister, Ministry of education



