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PROCLAMATION NO. 1288/2023
SEED PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, Ethiopia’s seed sector is vital to

enhance the country’s agricultural economic
development, facilitate direct foreign investment, hard
currency generation, leading agricultural import-export
trade balances, food, nutrition, feed and forest products

security;

WHEREAS, it has become necessary to supply
improved varieties and quality seed in required amount
and quality to producers by putting in place a
sustainable seed system with purpose of enhancing its

contribution to ecosystem;
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WHEREAS, it is essential, through ensuring private and

public seed companies’ participation and global
competitiveness, to strongly enhance the seed sector’s
contribution to research, introducing technology and its,
adoption, for enhancing production, productivity and

product quality;

NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with Article
55 Sub-Article (1) of the Constitution of the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, it is hereby

Proclaimed as follows.

PART ONE

GENERAL

1. Short Title

This Proclamation may be cited as the “Seed
Proclamation No.1288/2023.”

2. Definition
In this Proclamation, unless the context otherwise

requires:

1/ “Plant” means a living organism excluding the
animal kingdom and micro-organisms that are

capable of re-production;

2/ “Seed” means any botanical seed, bulbs, tubers,
cuttings, rhizomes, roots, seedlings, scion, root
stock or any other plant part intended for

propagation of plants;

3/ “Variety” means means a plant grouping within a
single botanical taxon of the lowest known rank

and:

a) defined by the the

characteristics of a given genotype or

expression  of

combination of genotypes;
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b) distinguished from any other plant grouping
by the expression of at least one of the said

characteristics; and

¢) considered as a unit with regard to its ability

for being propagated unchanged,;

4/ “Farmers or Semi-Pastoral” Variety” means

variety which is:

a) traditionally cultivated and developed by
farmers or pastoral communities in their

fields; or

b) predominantly breed or selected by farmers
or pastoral communities from various plant

source;

5/ “Genotype” means the genetic constitution or

genetic make-up of a particular plant;

6/ “Variety Release” means a process whereby a

plant variety, after completion of research
process, has satisfactorily went through National
Performance Trials (NPT) and Distinctness,
Uniformity & Stability (DUS)

authorized by Authority for further multiplication

tests and
or production or sale for domestic or foreign

market;

7/ “National Performance Trial (NPT)” means
testing a candidate variety to assess its economic
and social value as well as environmental benefit
by comparing it against recently released and

local variety prior to utilization;

8/ “Local Variety” means a variety that has been
used by farmers or semi-pastoralist for a long

time and has not been released before;
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9/ “A Variety of Significant National Interest”
means a variety identified through special study
by the Ministry, with an agreement of the
Authority, for its development interest specific to
improvement of export trade, import substitution,
supply of raw materials for agro-industries, food

& nutrition security;

10/ “Varietal Description” is a test conducted on a
candidate variety to confirm whether it fulfills
and  Stability

Distinctness,  Uniformity

requirement set for various plant species;

11/ “Seed Class” means breeder, pre-basic, basic
and certified seeds of the first, second and third

generations;

12/ “Source Seed” means a seed intended to produce

a specific seed class;

13/ “Breeder Seed” means seed of the first seed

class;

14/ “Pre-Basic Seed” is a seed class that is descent

from breeder seed;

15/ “Basic Seed” means seed class that is descent

from pre-basic seed;

16/ “Certified Seed” means a seed that is a direct
descent from basic or the first, second or third

class of certified seed;

17/ “Approved Seed” means locally produced or
imported seed certified by the Authority or
Regional Authority for compliance with quality

standards;

18/ “Emergency Seed” means seed of a known
source that is intended to meet an acute seed

shortage;
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19/ “Reserve Seed” means seed that is stored in

advance to avoid seed shortage;

20/ “Quality Declared Seed” means a seed supplied
with a 90% certification role by the producer
and 10% by the regional Authority; however,
as appropriate the certification role of the
Regional Authority may exceed 10%; details
shall be prescribed in the Ministerial Directive;

21/ “Restricted Seed” means seed prohibited from

being marketed locally, imported into, or

exported from, Ethiopia;

22/ “Modified Organism” means any biological
entity which has been artificially synthesized,
or in which the genetic material or the
expression of any of its traits has been changed
by the introduction of any foreign gene whether
taken from another organism, from a fossil

organism or artificially synthesized;

23/ “Certificate of Competency” is issued when a

person fulfills requirements set for seed
production, processing, wholesale, retail sale

and self-certification service;

24/ “Seed Quality Standard” means a measure of
allowable seed quality parameter at field and

laboratory level;

25/ “Seed Quality Approval” means the process of
evaluating and deciding on the quality of a seed
about

its compliance with seed quality

standards;

26/  “Pre-Control” is a certification process
conducted to verify varietal purity of an

approved source seed for further multiplication;
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27/ “Post-Control” is seed -certification process
conducted to verify the varietal purity of

approved seed which is not further multiplied;

28/ “Seed Inspector” means a natural person who is
assigned by an authority or regional authority

to approve seed quality at field level;

29/ “Seed Laboratory Analyst” means a natural
person who is assigned by an Authority or
Regional Authority to approve seed quality at
laboratory level;

30/ “Small Holder Farmer or Pastoralists” means
a farmer or pastoralist who is officially granted
a certificate of land holding of not more than 10
hectare and engaged in agricultural activity
using his own and family labor; and his lively
hood is

predominately  dependent on

agriculture;

31/ “Self-Seed Quality Certification” means a seed
certification process whereby the seed producer
is licensed by a Regional Authority or an
Authority to certify by himself and sell its own
produced and processed seed certifying it in

accordance with seed quality standards;

32/ “Third Party Seed Certification” means a seed
certification process done by non-seed producer
who is licensed by Regional Authority or an
Authority;

33/ “Authority” means the Ethiopian Agriculture
Authority;

34/ “Regional Authority” means an eligible body
responsible to approve seed quality at Region

level;

35/ “Minister or Ministry” means the Minister of

Agriculture or Ministry of Agriculture;
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36/ “Region” means any Region referred to in
Article 47 of the of the Constitution of the

Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia;

37/ “Bureau” means Regional Bureau of

Agriculture;

38/ “Person” means any natural or juridical person;

39/ any expression in the masculine gender includes

the feminine.

3. Scope of Application
1/ This Proclamation shall be applicable to any seed.

2/ Without prejudice to the provision of Sub-Article
(1) of this Atrticle, the Proclamation shall not be

applicable to:

a) the use, by any person, of farm-saved seed;

b) the exchange of farm-saved seed among
smallholder farmers or pastoralists or any
seed sale conducted among themselves on a

non-registered for variety protection right;

c)seed intended for research and education

purpose.



M TeRZeE LoROA 1ICT DA RTC @ RO TE T BOIE 99

Federal Negarit Gazette No. 30, 24" july, 2023 ........... page 14797

S

heA v-At
HCP avpPPS avav i)
VHELPTT OAaodA PP

5/ NANANT ATL ANL.AYT::-

V) 0okt PHCE NPT 1219 AT PAUCEL AP
Gq (0 Ooonlt: OGP 19°.99,
0LE2T 07IN9°19° AT (P NCEP
AZAE 091E @A, R72.07 (177847 o9

A) PUCE NPT T8 @LY° PTAane: avfié-
oLy PAUCEL AP 10 oLy VA7
®L9° OOET NAcks NCP hooANT R74.04-
0974 MNch &P NCP 19°977 holb P
N7019°19° A5 Oché-P NCE ARSE b1k
-4z K707 (1774 o L9°

4) Qo VIC d@-PS V@ SN ANA P10l
PUCP PAVS APT &M AT (Ao ANWE PUIC
-0 P L7°C Navd(IA:

PHCe adPP AT NINT PROAEC  2COTT

TGP PRCIA: HCUC  héRAov-  (lavavl, @

LONGTA::

g/ annamr e T5o- PHCP AP PST 9°N10 Phdi-C

~C9T 06 NaCTTo- POOPT %LYTELT
NCHC ANMNPE VAo oo IS AND7 AW 79104
LLCIAN::

F/OHY ATPX 700 A7 A & oo 3721m0d
s “21.0t4% ANéAL S ALTTo- DOANANDE
I2C Navavn(:-

PART TWO

VARIETY REI EASE AND REGISTRATION

4. Release of Varieties

1/ As deemed necessary, with particulars to be
described in Directives, the Authority shall
employ the following variety release and

registration systems;

a) conducts candidate variety performance trial
and variety examination by itself, hosts
evaluation by National Variety Evaluation
Committee and get final approval by National

Variety Release Committee; or

b) enable the applicant of the candidate variety to
conduct variety performance or adaptation
trials or variety description trial or both; and
evaluation by National Variety Evaluation
Committee; and final approval by National

Variety Release Committee; or

¢) accepts a DUS report of an authorized foreign
regulatory body and locally conducted

adaptation trial report of the applicant.

2/ The Authority shall determine the species that
need to be released & registered under each
option; and publicize them using an appropriate

media.

3/ Without prejudice to the provision of Sub-Article
(1) of this Article, as desired the Ministry in

consultation with the Authority:
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a) shall permit the production of selected foreign
registered varieties with special significant
national interest without undergoing variety

adaptation trial;

99 99

b) without prejudice letter” a” of sub article 3, a
written justification shall be submitted on the

significance national interest of the variety.

4/ Prior to registering a variety in a registry in
accordance with Sub-Article 3 of this Article, the

Authority shall ascertain:

a) submission of DUS test report;

b) fulfilment of

quarantine requirements.

national biodiversity and

5/ A variety owner or his legal representative shall
take full responsibility for any damage caused by
production of a variety according to Sub-Article
“1 paragraph (c)”, “3” & “4” of this Article.

6/ Unregistered variety intended exclusively for

export market may be imported:

a) as long as it meets biodiversity and quarantine

requirements of the country;

b) multiplied in the country without undergoing
adaptation trial and not registered on the
variety registry; details shall be prescribed in

the ministerial Directive.

7/ A system shall be put in place that allows the
release and registration of farmers or semi

pastoralist varieties.
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L/eNCe addP AG NI helE2F7  (tovaht 8/ Regarding variety release and registration
QANANT:- committees, the Authority:
V) POk NCLP2TT NPT Po11avov- LA a) shall set up technical committees responsible
hoLED2 7 PRETLA: for evaluation of candidate variety;
Q) hawan il @ PoUPT  PRAAPT  NCLPT7 b) shall set up a technical committee responsible
Py amg LRLAA holb eRBIIA to evaluate varieties that need to be out of
production;
A eERLYA bl b2 7 CAT aowldot c)shall set up a National Variety Release
099841 dobr: NCLPT AL AG hovavl -+ m-op Committee (NVRC) that decides based on the
AP HCLPT AL o-A% 29707 Nhié-P CHCEP reports of the technical committees, on
AZSE hopl PRI candidate and obsolete varieties;
av) PR L oot heP 2T ANPC AT AGGC d) The composition and operations of the
OHCE APF A 9°N10 ovavlf LOATA: committees shall be prescribed under the

variety release and registration Directive;

W) CUCE ST Qaoe-¢ LovCOA:: e) shall assign variety examiner.

& AP CUCE aviA _ )
5. National Variety Reqgistry

QAN -
The Authority:

a0y  APE  RiPAR (9) (0FRMe- oe0lot 1/ Shall register varieties in the National Variety
NCLPTT  M0héP  PUCPE oI @-0T Registry Book, in accordance with the provision
POt of Article 4 of this Proclamation;

€/ 014k KA WPTPTFe-S WAREPTTo 909° hd& 2/ Shall register, in its registry book, a variety listed
Ngegert PNCPe a1l AL PhaoHI0-T7 in a variety catalogue of international agreements
HCLPT FbNde NUCLe oo LTI TFPA: for which the country ratified and is a member;

/- taee 9°n7 et havoolql Com- HCLPT UG P 3/ Shall cancel varieties from the registry book that

ao 1l LACHA:: are obsolete due to various reasons.
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6. Seed Production Plan

1/ Any person who wants to engage in commercial
shall
production plan to an Authority or Regional

seed production make known his

Authority, in a pre-set time.

2/ The Authority shall keep a National Seed
Production Database containing:
a)annual  production plan and specific

responsibilities of implementors;

b) annual seed production by type of variety,
class of seed, by producers and in an

aggregate form;

¢) land, infrastructure and other inputs used to

produce seed; and

d) any other relevant information to the National

Seed Production.

3/ The Seed Database shall be linked to seed

producers and distributors registry.
7. Seed Production
1/ Any person who wants to engage:
a) in annual crop seed production;

b) in forest, fruit and other perennial crops seed
production and to serve as source seed shall
register his parent seed source tree and
production site; and acquire a certificate of

competency;
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¢) in production & marketing of certified or basic
seed or both shall acquire certificate of

competence specific to those seed classes;

d) in multiplication of breeder and pre-basic seed
shall acquire a certificate of competency
specific to multiplication of those seed classes

from the Authority or Regional Authority;

e) shall not be prohibited from acquiring the two
kinds of certificates of competency, described
under (C)” and “(D)” of this Article of Sub
Article 1, as far as he is able to fulfill
requirements to be prescribed by Directive

under this Proclamation;

f) without prejudice to the provisions under
paragraph (A) to (E) of this Sub Article 1,
has to acquire a certificate of competency
from the Authority when engaging in seed
production activity in more than one Region
and from a Regional Authority when engaged
in the respective Region; Other details shall

be described in a Directive.

2/ Any person who engaged in commercial seed
production shall establish an internal seed quality

control system.

3/ Any seed producer shall be responsible to
ascertain and describe to the Authority or
Regional Authority about eligibility of seed

source, seed class and other quality requirements.

4/ Any seed producer with a certificate of
competence, subject to any other applicable laws,
has a right to access breeder seed, pre-basic seed
and basic seed of registered varieties from

producers.
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5/ Any person who wants to engage in seed
production as producer can produces seed either
on his own farm or under contract with seed
grower; Details shall be prescribed in a

Directive.

8. Seed Processing

Any person who wants to engage in seed processing
shall bear certificate of competency from the
Authority when engaged in more than one Region
and from Regional Authority when engaged in the
respective Region; Details shall be prescribed by
Directive.

9. Seed Marketing

1/ Under this Proclamation, seed marketing includes

the following:

a) seed import and export;

b) wholesale and retail sale for local market;
c) collection and sale of forest and fruit seed;

d) seed treatment, distribution, transport and

storage; and

e) other marketing types to be prescribed by a
Directive.

2/ Any person:

a) who engages in seed marketing in two and
more Regions shall acquire a certificate of

competence from the Authority;

b) who engages in seed marketing within one
Region shall acquire a certificate of
competency  from
Authority;

respective  Regional
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c) shall

varieties that have not yet been popularized, if

conduct promotion of new public
he markets seed produced from source of

seed of public varieties.

3/ Seed marketing can be run by private, cooperative

or public firms or any other suppliers.

4/ Details of the seed marketing system shall be
prescribed by a Directive.

10. Expanding Seed Production. Processing and
Market Boundaries

When a Region level seed producer, processor or
wholesaler wants to operate in more than one
Region:

1/ he shall

certificate of competency to the respective

first return the Regionally issued

Regional Authority; and

2/ shall acquire a new one from the Authority upon

fulfilling requirements.

11. Seed Reserve System

To alleviate seed shortages, the Ministry in
collaboration with other eligible bodies, shall put
seed reserve system in place; details shall be

prescribed by Council of Ministers Regulation.

12. Data Management

The Authority, at National level, and the Regional
Authority in its respective Region, shall document,
organize and, as deemed necessary make accessible

any seed related data.
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13. Seed Quiality Standards

1/ The Authority shall set seed quality standards.

2/ Without prejudice to Sub-Article (1) of this
Avticle,
Ethiopian standard Institute in preparation of

the Authority may cooperate with

seed quality standard.

3/ The Authority and the Regional Authority shall
perform inspection to ensure implementations of

the ratified quality standards.

14. Seed Quality Testing Laboratories
1/ The Authority shall:

a) facilitate  adoption  of internationally
recognized seed quality control system within

all seed laboratories of the country;

b) promote requirements and support
accreditation of seed laboratories by an

appropriate national or international body;

c) establishes or designates an internationally

recognized seed laboratory;

d) regularly approves whether Regional seed
laboratories, owned by Regional States or
private seed firms or cooperatives, are in

conformity with standards;

e) collaborates with Regional Authority towards
national harmonization; and draws duplicate

samples to evaluate testing proficiency.
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samples submitted by inspectors or samplers and
report results; details shall be prescribed in

Directives.

15. Seed Quality Inspection

1/ Seed quality inspection shall be done:

a) by the Authority at production site or
processing plant for seed produced locally for

export purpose;

b) by Regional Authority at production or
processing or selling sites for seed produced

locally for domestic market;

c)to control illegal seed trade by Regional
Authority and as deemed necessary by the
Authority; details shall be prescribed by a
Directive.

2/ The Authority and each Regional Authorities
shall assign private or public seed inspectors to
ensure implementation of this Proclamation; and
Regulations and Directives to be issued based on

this Proclamation hereafter.

3/any seed inspector assigned pursuant to Sub-
Article (2) of this Article:

a) draws seed sample and submit to seed
laboratory to test its conformity to seed

standards;

b) inspects certificates, import permits, compiled
records and other relevant documents to
ensure compliances with this Proclamation;
Regulations and Directives issued hereunder,

and make copies thereof;
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c) enters, at working hours, to any seed field,
seed store or processing plant, or at any time
stop a vehicle which carries seed, and
undertake inspection to verify compliance
with this Proclamation; Regulations and

Directives issued hereunder;

d) shall show his identity card, issued by the
Authority or the Regional Authority, to
undertake  seed

concerned person to

inspection;

e) The concerned person shall cooperate with a
seed inspector in the course of seed inspection

undertaken.

4/ The Authority shall ensure harmonized inspection
procedures throughout the country and provide
inspection training and support to Regional

Authorities, as deemed necessary.

16. Seed Quality Certification

1/ Shall be applied on breeder seed, pre-basic seed,
basic seed, and on certified seed class 1%, 2", 3",

quality declared seed and emergency seed.

2/ May be carried out with the following quality

assurance OptiOﬂSZ

a) fully by the Authority or Regional Authority;

or
b) quality declared seed certification scheme; or
c) self-seed certification scheme; or

d) third-party seed certification scheme.
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3/ The Regional Authority:

a) shall
processed, stored and supplied for domestic

certify Regionally produced seed,
market; and seed that is decided to be
controlled for quality fully by the Regional
Authority;

b) shall certify quality declared seed; in which its
detail shall be prescribed in a Directive;

¢) may issue certificate of competency for self-
seed certification or for a person who apply
for a third-party seed certification services
and controls its implementation; details shall

be prescribed in a Directive.
4/ The Authority:

a) shall approve the compliance of imported

seeds to seed quality standards of Ethiopia;

b) shall approve the quality of locally produced
seed for export market is in conformity with
the standards of the recipient country; or as
deemed to be necessary to international

quality standards;

C) may recognize any foreign competent seed
certification agency and the results of its tests
when it ascertains that it is in conformity

with the Ethiopian seed quality testing

system;

d) upon request by Regional Authority, shall
provide seed laboratory testing service for
seed produced in one Region but stored in
another Region; and issue certificate of seed
quality and label to a seed in conformity with

seed quality standards.
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5/ Shall prescribe in a ministerial Directive about
seed quality certification schemes, illustrated
under Sub-Article (2) of this Article, and their

implementation details.

17. Certificate of lity Approval

1/ Each Regional Authority shall issue a seed quality
certificate for seed produced and processed and
supplied to domestic market confirming that:

a) the variety is listed in the national variety

registry book;

b) the seed is produced and processed by a

person holding a certificate of competence;

¢) the seed is inspected and tested in accordance
with this Proclamation and found to be in
conformity with the applicable seed quality

standards and other requirements;

2/ The Authority shall issue a certificate of seed
quality assurance for imported seed, ascertaining
that the seed:

a)is produced from a variety listed in the

national variety registry book;

b) is imported by a seed importer with certificate

of competence;

c) is quality tested in accordance with this
Proclamation and found to be in conformity

with seed quality standards;

d) the seed fulfills any other requirement as may
be prescribed by Regulations and Directives

issued following this Proclamation.



1% ToNAED bl D6 DA RPC @ hYON TE PT EATE 997

Federal Negarit Gazette No. 30, 24" july, 2023 ........... page 14809

i/ QAAANT ®L o P924n HC:-

V) Ich &R CUCE oW P-Faol )l HC P aoPr}
0Ly AgoolN HANT oL o AT4%A0
P4 Pt NCP aoPr}:

A) Otovletars  CFHIE®  CAOPT TILDNn,
PoNNC ol I-Fadmo- Ao ooP'r7: A
Ah) APET  Hhtae 0%0m L0 avanl @
Pl AN @oO.CAT7 01,0704 a7
ALLI°0P PHC Pl P10, P9°NNC old-T
LAMNA =
o/ IE@-9° PHC PLT TN, PIPONC oot -

V) MA-+5: 0-FAGE oL9° AAT24 oolB 117
hwr: oeye

) PPLaw @L9° VL RPPC ovhl @LY°
PL 7% PHC ANLAS G0 FNLE PHC Pt
LLEPT RTUNE QAT

LALMA
Z/QOAQANE @f9° PhAA QANANT PHC TeT
NNC wldd T hovOdi 04T anal-k: 01790+

Poda PoLRPNTT ALA LAMPA::

I PHC T&t 794910 avd @ PANT QAT1847

DIE®9° NC PAANANT oLI° PhAA QANATT
PHC et D1 avpq @ 9PART  ALLLINT
AVIC NP 0LI° Aot MNP APCN ALTAI::

3/ The Authority shall issue a certificate of quality to
a seed for export market after ascertaining that

the seed:

a)is produced from a variety listed in the
National variety registry book; or it is
produced exclusively for export without

listing of the variety in the variety regstry;

b) is produced and processed by a person with a

certificate of competence; and

c) fulfills any other requirement as may be
prescribed by Regulations and Directives

issued following this Proclamation.

4/ Any certificate of seed quality assurance may be

revoked if:

a) it is obtained on the basis of false, misleading

or incomplete information; or

b) the seed doesn’t not meet seed quality
standards following a pre or post control tests

or any other seed laboratory re-testing.

5/ Prior to revoking a certificate of seed quality, the
Authority or Regional Authority shall notify the
holder of the certificate and give him an

opportunity to be heard.

18. Labeling

No seed may be supplied to domestic or export
market unless labeled with seed quality assurance
certificate label of the Authority or Regional
Authority.
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19. Pre and Post-Control
The Regional Authority on approved, may carry out:

1/ A pre-control test to collect enough data on its
quality before permitting further multiplication
to produce the next seed class; and rejects the
non-conforming approved seed from further

multiplication;

2/ A post control test taking sample from market, if
there is a reason to suspect issuance of seed
quality certificate for non-conforming approved

seed or adulteration;

3/ Cancelation, according to Sub-Article (2) of this

Article, further distribution and use; and
facilitate compensation procedures for seed users
affected by non-conforming seed with the
shall be

prescribed by the Regulation of Council of

standards; Compensation details

Ministers.

20. Non-Conforming Seed

1/ If a seed fails to meet seed quality standards and
requirements, it shall be either downgraded or

rejected.

2/ Any person whose seed has been rejected shall be

given the option to:

a) use it for planting on his own fields; verifying
that it has no harmful effect on humans,

animals, environment or nearby plants;

b) sale it for use as food or feed, unless the seed
is found to be treated with chemicals,
contaminated with disease or otherwise unfit

for such use.



TONERIA

1% bRl 1I6F DM RPC @ hYCA, TE T EATE %9.9°  Federal Negarit Gazette No. 30, 24" july, 2023 ........... page 14811
P/ oLP RTEUT R4 HC (HY  ATPEX 700 3/ Where a rejected seed cannot be used, pursuant to
RrPax (8) oowldl (PP9° AL Ao-A PUILTA Sub-Article (2) of this Article, shall be disposed
VS OTY AT5018 LRLIA:: off.
#h. LOXPT HC ho-P NAT010TS 0L o-F OAdovAh 21. Import and Export of Seed

2y
L))

P7E09° O(o-:-

A/ NG hospr VIC AN PoLPN4-GA 0L9° oL
- PoUAR QT DAAAAMNT NP1 974918,
PIPANC @l VT AAT:

g/emnnn.e oLy 4.2L  haANAM
Qaan-rame- MOHPC HCT 0L VIC o-0r 00T
®LI° mL - avdAfl hLTAYC:

F/anc Mk %477 wf 01C o0t o0
PTF @9 NCPE HC Ahaohpt (LY APE ATPE
(9) ~C (-Made aOlt TP a7 AT

Panal, P

o/ (Y  ATPAZ 00 ATPR P aAa-
A78tm0P P HC heo-sr 01C ANMTNF DHC
DLl AT PNCT @ APT ANANCT
Polfao-Am- QP NPT 14010 PPANC @lddT
DQVT T ALaPO T

(2-F)

&/ dor VPO PAD-
PO A A0
ALIVT LUGAE

HC of V1C o0t ALOANN
Nam h? 2C  Adaodaov.
/120 e-rmaNt7 HC oL o< VIC ovAh @ L9
0L VIC o0t TN ALTAY:
I/ MatFoe Todl 0T PULLAPC
+hTacd eaNt7 HC oL 0IC o0 77007
ALTAY::

Hé.-aoi\

.PANTRL 210 HC DA™IPLA

NA %P o0r ~AMS4 PHC
QLOkS PAVTRL A PORPT  HC  ATeT
awdmeT 0184 PN0PT T A2 TR
ANNO02F A74.PCN PGPl »NMNT LTLPA:
HCHC RéRAov- (19UL0 LG avavd @ LONGTA::

APl APLIPI

Any person:

1/ Shall
Authority to engage in import for wholesale or

hold certificate of competency from

export seed;

2/ Shall not import or export without an import or

export permit issued by the Authority;

3/ Import of any variety of seed for multiplication
purposes shall be done in accordance with

Atrticle 4 of this Proclamation;

4/ Without prejudice the provisions under this
Avrticle Sub-Article (1-3), shall not be expected
to hold certificate of competency for importing
seed for other uses other than seed production

and marketing;

5/ To import seed with modified organism, it shall e

its compliance to applicable laws;

6/ Shall not import or export restricted seed; or

7/ Shall not import any seed that does not reproduce
itself.

22. Supply of Emergency Seed

In case of an acute seed shortage in Ethiopia, the
Ministry shall have the power to officially declare
a seed emergency and authorize the supply of
emergency seed to affected areas of the country;

details shall be stated in the Ministry Directive.
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PART FIVE

ADMINISTRATION OF CERTIFICATE OF
COMPETENCE

23. Acquiring of Certificate of Competence

1/ Any person to acquire a certificate of competency
shall submit an application to the Authority or

Regional Authority.

2/ The Authority or Regional Authority shall issue

certificate of competency examining the
application submitted for obtaining a certificate
of competence and conforming the application at
field level sending a field inspector, or as
deemed necessary a laboratory seed analyst,
ascertaining that the applicant satisfies the

requirements.

a certificate of
the Authority or

3/ When any application for
competence s
Authority  shall

rejected,
Regional communicate the

applicant by stating the reasons thereof.

4/ The requirements for issuance & duration of
validity of certificates of competence and
conditions of their renewals shall be prescribed

by a Directive.

24, Suspension and Revocation of Certificate of
Competence

1/ Where any person holding a certificate of

competence:

a) fails to maintain the conditions for which the

certificate of competence was issued; or
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b) contravenes with any provision of this
Directive
the
the

Proclamation or Regulation or

issued hereunder; the Authority or

Regional Authority may suspend
certificate of competence and instruct the
holder to rectify the irregularities within a

specified period.

2/ The Authority or the Regional Authority shall
revoke any certificate of competence where the

holder of the certificate:

a) is found to have obtained the certificate of
competence upon presentation of false

evidence;

b) in the case of suspension under Sub-Article
(1) of this Article, fails to rectify the
without  sufficient

irregularities, reason,

within the specified time limit; or

c) has committed an offence against the

provisions of this Proclamation.

3/ The Authority or the Regional Authority, upon
revoking a certificate of competence, shall
notify, in writing, to the eligible body that issued
a business license based on the certificate in
question; The deadline for notifying cancelation
of certificate of competency shall be prescribed

by the Directive of the Ministry.

25. Data Documentation and Access

Any holder of a certificate of competence shall:

1/ Document and keep particular data of each field

and seed produced, processed, imported,

exported, wholesaled or retailed, as the case may
be;
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2/ Provide such data upon request by the Authority
or Regional Authority.

PART SIX

MISCELL ANEOUS PROVISIONS

26. Cooperation

1/ The Regional Authorities shall collaborate with
the Authority and among themselves to ensure
harmonized implementation of this Proclamation
and Regulations and Directives issued hereunder

with,

2/ The Authority may regularly organize annual
platform to ensure harmonized variety and seed

quality control system at national level.

3/ The Ministry and the Bureau may establish their
respective seed advisory and coordination bodies
full this

Proclamation, Regulations and Directives issued

to ensure implementation  of
hereunder; details shall be prescribed by a

Directive.

4/ The Federal & Regional Governments shall in

collaboration:

a) put an incentive mechanism in place for

already engaged seed producers and

marketers and for those to engage hereafter;

b) work together to establish trial stations for
National Variety Performance testing, for
variety examination, pre and post control

tests.
27. Grievance Procedure

Grievance procedures shall be executed according
to the Federal
Proclamation No.1183 /2020.

Administrative  Procedure
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28. Offences and Penalties

Any person, who contravenes the provisions of this
Proclamation and Regulations and Directives issued
hereunder, shall be made accountable by an eligible

criminal law.

29. Power to Issue Requlation and Directive

1/ The Council of Ministers may issue Regulations

necessary for the implementation of this

Proclamation.

2/ The Ministry may issue Directives necessary for
the implementation of this Proclamation and

Regulations to be issued hereunder.
30. Repealed Laws
The Seed Proclamation No0.782/2013 is hereby
repealed.
31. Effective Date

This Proclamation shall enter into force on the date

of its publication in the Federal Negarit Gazette.

Done at Addis Ababa, On this 24™ Day of July, 2023

SAHLE-WORK ZEWDE

PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERAL DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA
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