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PROCLAMATION NO. 1338/2024 
 

A PROCLAMATION TO RE-ESTABLISH 

THE IMMIGRATION AND CITIZENSHIP 

SERVICE 
 

WHEREAS, it has become necessary to 

address gaps in the implementation of the 

Immigration and Citizenship Services provided 

by the Immigration and Citizenship Service by 

the law, which are detrimental to national 

interests and security;   

 

WHEREAS, it is necessary to transform 

the Service in order to efficiently carry out the 

powers and duties given to the Service, to 

safeguard national interests and security, to 

provide internationally competitive services and 

to create the capacity to support the overall 

national development and growth;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance 

with Article 55(1) of the Constitution of the 

Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, it is 

hereby proclaimed as follows. 

 

1.   Short Title 
 

This Proclamation may be cited as the 

“Immigration and Citizenship Service 

Proclamation No. 1338/2024”. 
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2.   Definitions 

 

In this Proclamation unless the context 

otherwise requires: 

 

1/ "Preflight Information" means passenger 

flight information and includes personal 

and documentary information;  
 

2/  "Mission" means the Ethiopian 

diplomatic mission, permanent envoy 

office, consulate or trade office located 

abroad;  

 

3/   "Immigration and Citizenship Service" 

means the issuance of travel documents, 

and visas, granting citizenship to foreign 

nationals, denial and removal of 

citizenship, identification of native 

Ethiopians, issuance of residence 

permits, registration and supervision of 

foreigners, coordinated border control, 

civil and family registration; 
 

4/   “Travel document” means a passport or 

other travel document issued by the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Immigration 

and Citizenship Service, Foreign State 

recognized by the Government of 

Ethiopia or International or Continental 

Organization, bearing the identity and 

nationality of the holder; 
 

5/  “Detention" means a place where a 

person with suspcious and incomplete 

travel, visa and related documents is 

temporarily detained; 
 

6/  "Region" means any State established 

under Article 47 of the Constitution of 

the Federal Democratic Republic of 

Ethiopia and includes the Addis Ababa 

and Dire Dawa City Administration; 

 

7/  "Person" means any natural or juridical 

person; 

 

8/   Any expression in the masculine gender 

includes the feminine. 
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3.   Establishment 
 

 

1/ Immigration and Citizenship Service 

(hereinafter the “Service”) is hereby re-

established as an autonomous federal 

government office having its own legal 

personality. 
 

2/  The Service shall be accountable to the 

Prime Minister. 

 

4.    Head Office 
 

The Service shall have its Head Office in 

Addis Ababa and may have Branch Offices 

elsewhere, as deemed necessary. 

 

5.    Objectives of the Service 

 

To support socio-economic development and 

protect national interests and security, the 

Service shall have the following objectives: 
 

1/ Ensure free movement of persons by 

providing quality, safe and expeditious 

Immigration and Citizenship Services; 
 

2/   Establish modern public administration 

by conducting civil and family 

registration. 
 

6.    Powers and Duties of the Service 

 

1/ The Service shall have the following 

powers and duties: 
 

a) conduct, direct, coordinate, support, 

supervise and administer civil and 

family registration; 

 

b)   integrate biographic data collected by 

civil and family registration with 

biometric data that defines identity; 

 

 

c)   civil and family registration data will 

serve as the primary source of 

information for personal ID cards; 
 

 
 

d)   subject to the power given to another 

body by law issues a quality and 

secured travel document or visa; 
 

7D0E2F¨ 
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e)   subject to the power given to another 

body by law registers, grants, 

revokes, and supervises foreign 

nationals; 

 

f)    subject to the power given to another 

body by law provides field control 

over foreign nationals in the 

country; 

 

g)  prepares, issues and revokes the 

identification of foreigners of 

Ethiopian origin in the country by 

law; 

 

h)   subject to the power given to another 

body by law registers and controls a 

person who employs a foreigner; 

 

 

i) establishes an integrated border 

management system; and 

implements, supervises, and 

coordinates with relevant organs;  

 

j)   establishe and implement procedures 

for registration of passenger pre-

departure information and names; 
 

k)   Prepares and adminsters a temporary 

place of detaintion for a person with 

incomplete and suspicious  travel 

document or visa or other  related 

documents and notifies the Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of 

Justice and the relevant body; 
 

l) grants and revokes Ethiopian 

citizenship to foreigners by law; 
 

m)    prepares, prints, publishes, 

distributes, and administers forms 

required for work, travel document, 

visas, register of civil status, 

certificate, residence permit; 

 

n) When delegated by a body authorized 

by law makes negotiate, sign, and 

executes continental and 

international agreements regarding 

immigration and citizenship; 
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o) generates, and formulates policy, 

strategy and legal proposals to 

relevant organs on matters falling 

within the scope of its powers and 

duties, and implement same upon 

approval; 
 

p)   conducts research on immigration 

and citizenship, cause to conduct, 

and makes recommendation to the 

relevant organs; 

 

q)   develop and use up-to-date and 

secure digital technology for the 

operation of the Service; 

 

r)     provides training, conducts 

awareness-raising activities, 

establishes, organizes, and manages 

a training center for the fulfillment 

of its duties and responsibilities; 

 

s)   establishes a system of cooperation 

and coordination with the relevant 

organs and ensures its 

implementation; 
 

t) organizes, manages, compiles, 

analyzes, safeguards, prepares 

reports, and submits them to the 

relevant organs by law or by order 

of a court; 

 
 

 

u)   works to be assigned a police force 

that can support the Immigration and 

Citizenship Officer to prevent and 

control crimes committed in 

violation of immigration and 

citizenship laws; plans, executes, 

and evaluates jointly with the 

Federal Police regarding deployment; 

 
v) organizes and uses a laboratory for 

Immigration and Citizenship 

Service; 
 

 

w)  collect service fee in accordance with 

Regulations issued by the Council of 

Ministers; 
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x) assigns, transfers, and calls the 

personnel of the Service to 

missionaries; 
 

y) study and submit employees salary 

scale and benefits payment system 

to the government and implement 

same upon approval; 
 

z) exercise the powers and duties 

conferred on the Service by other 

laws; 

 

a
1
)  Carry out such other related activities 

required for the attainment of its 

objective.  

 

2/ The Service, when it finds it necessary, 

may delegate its power and duties to 

Federal and Regional Organs. 

 
 

7.    Organization of the Service  
 

The ervice shall have: 
 

1/  a Director General and Deputy Director 

Generals as required, to be appointed by 

the government; and 
 

2/    Necessary staff.  

 

 

8.   Powers and Duties of the Director General  

 

1/ The Director-General shall direct, 

administer and supervise the operations 

of the Service as the Chief Executive 

Officer of the Service. 
 

2/   Without prejudice to the General terms 

referred to in Sub-Article (1) of this 

Article, the Director General shall:  
 

a)    exercise the powers and duties of the 

Service specified in Article 6 of this 

Proclamation; 

 
 

b)    employ, administer, terminate 

employees of the Service by 

Employees Administration Regulation 

to be issued by Council of Ministers; 
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c)   prepare and submits the annual plan, 

work program and budgets of the 

Service to the relevant organs and 

implement same upon approval; 

 

d) effect payment by the approved 

budget and work program of the 

Service; 

e)    represents the Service in its dealings 

with third parties; 
 

f)   Prepares and submit report to the 

relevant organ on the activities of 

the Service. 

 

3/   The Director General may, to the extent 

necessary for the efficiency of the work 

of the Service, delegate part of his 

powers and duties to the Deputy 

Director-Generals and other officers and 

employees of the Service. 
 

4/  If a person is not expressly delegated 

pursuant to Sub-Article (3) of this 

Article, the one with the longest service 

and priority in appointment will work. 
 

 

9.   Powers and Duties of the Deputy Director 

General  
 

1/   Support the Director General in planning, 

organizing, directing and coordinating 

the operations of the Service. 
 

2/    Directs the specified area of work. 
 

3/   In the absence of the Director General, he 

shall act on behalf of the Director 

General. 
 

4/ Perform other duties specified by the 

Director-General. 

 

10 .  Assigning  of Police Force 
 

 

 

The Federal Police Commission should 

assign a police force that provides the 

necessary support in workplaces to be able to 

prevent and control crimes committed in 

violation of immigration and citizenship 

service laws. 
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11.   Budget 
 

1/   The Budget source of the Service shall be 

from the Budget allocated by the 

government and other legal income 

sources. 
 

2/  In addition to the provisions of Sub-

Article (1) of this Article, the Service 

shall use 20% of the revenue of the 

service fee collected. 
 

12.   Books of Accounts 
 

1/ The Service shall keep complete and 

accurate books of accounts. 
 

2/ The books of accounts and financial 

documents of the Service shall be 

audited annually by the Auditor General 

or by an Auditor designated by him. 
 

13. Procurement and Administration of 

Property 
 

1/    The procurment and property 

adminstration of the Service will be 

governed by the legal framework under 

which federal institutions are governed. 
 

2/ Notwithstanding the provisions of Sub-

Article (1) of this Article, the Service 

shall carry out purchases of special 

character in accordance with the special 

Directives issued by the Ministry of 

Finance and shall manage the assets. 
 

14.   Transfer of Rights and Duties  
 

The rights and duties of the Immigration and 

Citizenship Service established by Article 63 

of the Definition of Powers and Duties of the 

Executive Organs Proclamation No. 

1263/2021 of the Federal Government are 

transferred to the Immigration and 

Citizenship Service established by this 

Proclamation.   
 

15.   Power to Issue Regulation and Directives 
 

 

1/   The Council of Ministers shall issue the 

Service’s Employees Administration 

Regulation. 

2/  The Service may issue Directive necessary 

for the implementation of Regulations 

issued under Sub-Article (1) of this 

Article.  
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16.   Repealed Laws  
 

1/ Definition of power, duty and 

organizational structure of Immigration, 

Nationality and Vital Events Agency 

Council of Ministers Regulation 

No.449/2019 is here by repealed. 

 

2/   Article 63 and Sub Article (1) of Article 

101 of Definition of Powers and Duties 

of the Executive Organs Proclamation 

No. 1263/2021 of Federal Government is 

here by repealed. 
 

3/  Sub-Article (8) of Article 7 of the 

National Intelligence and Security 

Service Re-establishment Proclamation 

No. 804/2013 shall not apply regarding 

to the Immigration and Citizenship 

Service. 

 

4/  No Proclamation, Regulation, Directives 

or Customary pPractice may, in so far as 

it is in consistent with this Proclamation, 

be applicable concerning matters covered 

under this Proclamation. 

 

17.   Effective Date 
 

This Proclamation shall be effective starting  

from the date of its approval by the House of 

People's Representatives.  

 

Done at Addis Ababa, on this 1
st
  Day of 

August, 2024 

SAHELEWORK ZEWDE 

 

PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERAL 
 

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA 
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