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PROCLAMA TION NO.1 79/1999
THE ETHIOPIAN NATIONAL ARCHNES

AND LIBRARY PROCLAMA TION

WHEREAS, the management of the National Archives
and Library in a coordinated manner, the collection of
archives, books, related texts, audio and video recording, the
organization of modernized documentation services under
one center and the promotion of information services have
become necessary;

PART ONE
General

1. Short Title

This proclamation may be cited as the' 'Ethiopian
NationalArchivesandLibraryProclamationNo. 179/1999.'"

2. Scope of Application

1) With regard to archives, this proclamation shall apply
to offices of the Federal Government, Public enter-
prises owned by the Federal Government,and City
Administrations of Addis Ababa and Dire Dawa.
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2) With regard to printed matters, this proclamation

shall apply to the author, printer, publisher,

duplicator, distributor and agent of any print or gray

literature.

3. Definition

Unless the context reqUIres otherwise in this
Proclamation:
I) "Agency" means the Ethiopian National Archives

and Library Agency;
2) "Ministry" or "Minister" means the Ministry and

Minister of Information and Culture respectively;
3) "Archives" means regardless of their physical form

or content, non-current records, either original or
copy, in the form of scripts, maps, graphs, audio and
video recordings, photographs and other records of
similar nature produced by government offices and
private persons in the course of conducting their day
to day affairs and selected for permanent
preservation because of their information value;

4) "Public Library" means a library which serves the
general public under the auspices of regional or city
administrations;

5)
,
'Record" means a regardless of its physical form or

content, any letter, note, unbound text, bound
material, book, plan, map, sketch, figure, pictorial or
graphic representation, photograph, film, microfilm
microfiche, audio and video recording or elec-
tronically recorded information produced by a
provenant in the course of conduct of day to day
affairs and which is in the process of transfer to or
not yet transferred to the National Archives and
Library inspite of its informative value at the time
when and at the place where it has been produced.

6) "Published Document" means any book or part of a
book, newspaper, magazine, pamphlet, map, plan,
schedule, unbound print, table and other similar
document printed by any mechanical or electronic

7)
means;

"Gray Literature" means any document with infor-

mative value and having a published cover and a
type or computerwritten or stencil-duplicated con-

tent;

"Duplicated Document" means any text with

informative value constituting a type or computer

written or stencil-duplicated content;

"Manuscript" means a written text prepared in a

traditional way and which possesses historical,

cultural or artistic significance;

"Audio Recording" means electronically recorded

and transmitted audio-information;

"Video Recording" means electronically recorded

and transmitted image of film information;

"Audio and Video Recording" means elec-

tronically recorded and transmitted sound and

image information;

8)

9)

10)

II)

12)
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13) "Tradition" means the culture, custom, belief, history

and other social values of a certain people or group of

people in a locality which is orally handed down from

generation to generation through songs, hymns,

proverbs and other related means;

14) "Oral History" means historical information collected

through interview and recorded on cassettes or trans-

cribed on documents;

15) "Provenant" means any person possessing informative

records produced in the course of conduct of day to day

affairs;

16) "Publisher" means any publisher in the country.

17) "Printer" means any person who prints or duplicates

written texts, audio recordings, video recording and

audio and video recordings by mechanical means;

18) "Printing Press" means any entity in the country

carrying on printing activities;

19) "Book" means any published document which con-

tains non-current news and consisting of not less than

forty nine pages;

20) "Documentary Heritage" means ancient parchment

texts, ancient prints, published and unpublished

materials, gray literature and electronically recorded

audio, video and audio-video information and other

documents of informative value which are worth-

preserving so as to be handed down from generation to

generation;

21) "CD" means compact or optical disk used in com-

puters or other electronic devices to store text, data,

audio recordings, video recordings and audio-video

recordings as well as to disseminate or transmit infor-

mation;

22) "Printed Matter" means any published document, gray

literature, audio recording, video recording, audio-

video recording and other recording on magnetic disk

(Compact disk);

23) "Person" means any natural or juridical person.

PART 1WO

The National Archives

And Library Agency

4. Establishment

I) The Nationl Archives and Library Agency (hereinaf-

ter referred to as "the Agency") is hereby es-

tablished as an autonomous body having its own

legal personality. Where found necessary, Archives

and Library may be established separately and have

their respective autonomous body.

2) The Agency shall be accountable to the Ministry.

5. Head Office

The Agency shall have its head office in Addis Ababa and

may have branch offices elsewhere as may be necessary.
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6. Organization

The Agency shall have:
I) an Advisory Council;
2) a Director General; and
3) the necessary staff.

Objectives

The objectives of the Agency shaH be to collect,
systematically organize, preserve, and make the infor-.
mation resources of the country available for study and
research purposes.
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},II1\:" £IDllhA f;J/., ,},n1JC (loo£~lI1C f01k':"}
'(l,.,..I.,Ip' foot.~' IHl'}' (I)'I''''} 'Jf\m' 0-);:" (l;JI..
,f,f!./..~'A : feIDI.~' WHI (p':J- (}.1') f.&_'I'I..A :
,J},O'I)(l.lj 'J-I''''I\lI1&- IIY.. f\ooll14>'j" f'"'7"fil".f-A
'(l,.h,I..Ip' f£IDI.~ I"C(~'} f.llt.;JA :

%. '(l,.I,,/..Ip' 'J.,"£IDI"'NJ'}') : n",-oo~,."h£~'}"}Cj /.1'1C.f.'
II'MhA'} h'}~.v''j'' f/.1'1c,f.- hoo"}C,I.1,','*fII/'}- f/.1'1

cr-:}"' }"f,f,,,tj ,f!.'n.,,}"} (l,"£ID/\h'" Y."}1Jtj
£ID,.,o/',f 1,'}~,(I)nJ ~I1,(l ,f4>C'JA : ".O"M,If"":"}

,rAf'JlI1/..A:

~~. /\ao'}O,,,.,,} (1Jf.'j" /\,."h1,'(l hr~".;;: tp;J ,fl\:,:m,Cj

(l°lf\(},]"}', h:~ f'"'7:n'. £IDI,oN1-1-f\(}m' ~'I.,7i mf,9"
/\'I'/._'I'(~ h,f!.,~ f"':J/\lI1'lr'1m- (}_1'~"/\oo"}"1"""'-Cj
f\,."h,,,'(l lI14>fII/.:" {}.'lA 11'~ (looh&,A mY- Y.:C~i:
1,~}~_II(I)?-,fY-C:JA :

!!. tplj (M::t[tjA) CIDI,oNJ'}-Cj fr.hflI/."}"" :"C{\";(-

(l~""III,.,,} hku: 1,'}P.f,(I)lI1' </:'I"rc ,fY-C;JA :
f:'>:l(9':}""} f.",)- (}CIDooCooC h01C h "}-'tmm
/...4>,r: f.(}nJA :

Or". f},,'}f'A',f 'nel..I.""~ CID'U'''J oo~,.n£~.}'}tj OO1'1n

liP?,',.",,},"} ,fJI.~~'A : ,rl1,1'fll/A : ,f(}I.,6l>J.A :

7.

8. Powers and Duties of the Agency

The Agency shall have the following powers and duties
to achieve its objectives:
I ) ensure the proper handling and safety of records in a

provenant until their transfer to the Agency;
2) operate as a national repository center of printed

matter, gray literature, non-printed documents,
manuscripts, historical archives and records,
tradition and oral history, audio recordings, video
recordings, audio-video recordings and other
documentary heritage; endeavor, by making use of
state-of-the-art technology, to preserve them for
study and research purposes;

3) make efforts to bring to the country the original or
copy of literary documents which were taken out of

the country;
4) acquire and preserve records of defunct government

offices or institutions as well as archives without
owner;

5) establish a record center which shall serve as a

temporary storage of records transferred from
provenants, and in which records of significance are
appraised to be transferred to the Agency, and which
decides upon records not worthy of permanent
preservation;

6) in cooperation with archives, libraries, documen-

tation centres and other information entities, es-
tablish organize, create a database of a national
information system which enables an integrated,
proper and efficient utilization of the information
resources of the country;

7) initiate the issuance of regulations and directives

regarding the National Archives, the National
Library and the Record Centre as well as the
handling and safety of records in provenants; and
also inspect the implementation of same;

8) nationalize archives which have national importance

and which are in possession of individuals upon
payment of compensation whenever they are ex-
posed to man made or natural disasters;

9) ensure that original archives and documentary

heritage of the country are not taken abroad on a
permanent basis; inspect copies and permit for their
being taken out of the country;

10) prepare, publish and distribute the Ethiopian

National Bibliography and Periodicals Index
Publications;
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f".,1.-1: ~i\9" h.,.r~ ~il:l"~C'(- fllD~Ihlj:""'i
ftIDX'th.,.,. lIDi\.f ""L1. h'1A 11''i ~1Pt.-A :

CUllJh'.,.,.. 'o-il h'.,.,.. (I) ~'i (Iii) n.,.~~.,,.
-'-P'f':f ,,~ U"~'I:' ~OJh"A =
nU.,I.-f: OJoilT "-";J~"'OJo i\"'l.:l''''tID- OJ~9"
hll.,t: OJo'L1."''';J~'''m' fW.,C OJoilT i\"'l.."''''tID-

nt.A9": n""'"I).'l:h 'I:T OJ~9" "7'"1~1:h Jlilh

f"-"'I.X. fF~X-,h-"~ : f:l'~h : fPf~'il'i i\1\.i\D"f
"-"lDltlt~ f"',h-"~ 'IJt.-Y':f : f"'l.~ 1.'9"'" : "'l.~
'J",IJA'i 1.'9"~- ~'Jlv-9" f Jl Ft.-Y'"f f1i\fL
.}-~.}. lIDof).}-lID1';Jn. h'1A .r'i ~1Pt.-A:: ~IJ'~

n"-"IDi\t)'''9'' n'M'J" h.,.lj: ~(.)f oflth.t.-ce"76hA
n,.,Dlr, (J"~":') ~(JJh"A :
n".lt..,: f"~""'i')- .,-*".".,. ~ 'Jlv-9" n'"li\{)f1"f

~~ f"7. "1"-"'-' ID'1.-'i oflC:" flr~"".' T':l'ce
"'-V-C::";(''iI\.i\D':t'.F6i\-"f h.,.M'f: ~'i h'"li\{)f1~
;Jt: n"'l.Y.('''' il9"9"~"" n"76hA .f{)f1ilf1A :

"'I{)'I{)O' n".,~:FAn"" v-~:l' n""~hc.- t.A9"'i

n"'l~hc."t:ii nllD:"l.,.. ~~t'A : ~'Jlv-9"
i\'"C,'.},'i 9"C'J"C "'''11'8.4""7.Y'";(' nhllD:t; v-~:l'

.f"'CIIA :
n.f,~ lID''''F:''ce'i lID' '"I,IJ:"ce ".*"7""

~')Jlv-9" f:"'n+. f',''i'}'fi 9"C9"C .,.*"., i\"7..f
Iltm.h:,:m. ~'}-'I"'.}'.hh"'l"f ~.r'iA :

ntlD''''F'''' m.It). 'J"ilm.t.-ce f.r~ lIDt''"Iofl''''

'J"ilm.C lIDmn+.') .fl.;J",nrA :
nhAA lIDil"-~.f.:c.'~}'.h".**tID-'i h"7.**tID- fL.,.
(lD1,..,.fl""'i fl."-lID~Ihlj:"" ~ 'Jlv-9" f 1h1'-fl h-fl.f

,'-(lD~Ihr,:"" ;JC noo''''lnc ~{)t.-A :

.f:c::E-": i\"'**lIDn.}' ~""., f FAm'i "76hA 11''i
~I#'t.-A :
tUJ"lC h.,.r~,.., '~i\'J"h"'r,: h'1"'}' ;JC '"I'~~""
n"'lYo'(,'" 'fl."'rlD"Ihlj:.}.'i ffl.,,.lIDt''"Iofl'''' tID-.f

~')Jl.f1.''"I'i ~'Jlil4-4- T(."" .f1.C;JA
=

i\"'l.{)mm. h.,A",i\D'}. ~'~hilt."1.~'f: 'P;J .filh

"~"A :

")11(,'''' 'Ii\fl.'}' ",r'iA : OJoA~'P'P"A : niltID-

"hltA = ~h{)ltA ::

fOUC"/hc:'}- ""1" h'l"'}'

Ii' 'lID"'Ihc:"" ''''1'' f"7.h.,.i\''''' hf1""" ~'i~:l'A I

u) f"7.).ili:~ "'m'1~ ()-fl'Ul.
i\) f,,'ftofl "7.til'I:C "'OJ'1~ ""lA
th) "}'9"Uc:'}- "7_til'I:C ',.OJ'1" "
lID) '''~'}-Ih "7.).il'I:C .,.,n'1" ; "
",) 'IDoIi"...,.p,~ "7.til'I:C ',.OJ'1" "
I.) f"~'il'i 'l:hcii\D:q:"'''7:ii, "-OJ"''' "
() ff.).RC:il'f:"~Y- ',-(n"'~ "
if) 'h.'}'f-k.f ~t.-il.f' "'I..,nc:()ofl"O. "
.,.) "IJ~Tn'I"" "'I..,nc.-'.y. ()ofllto. "
n) 'h.'}'f'k.f M:''''.hil "''Pup.. fL.,.hCil1:

.f, "'OJ"''' "
.,.) 'h.'}'f'k.f ~ilA9"'i "'~f''f.hlj:'''1j'

",'I" .t.OJ"''' , "
:,:) 'h.,}'f-k.f "'c::,. Ft.-Y''f 'li\FAtIJ' .,.m..." "
.~) 'h.9"'"I1..1I,: 'Y.U'~'}''i fi81."''1'";('

~" 1'ti\P'
AnI' "'m"'~ "

~) ,.v,'C::l-":'P'i Jlt..h'N: h'IA'i Otht.
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Ir'

IP.'
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II) serve as a national registry centre of ISBN and
ISSAN of the Country;

12) represent the country with regard to matters
provided for under Sub-Articles (10) and (11) of
this Article;

13) register copy right with regard to works of
literature, history and science recorded on film,
magnetic tape, magnetic disk, related literary
works, audio recordings, audio-video recordings as
well as CD recordings which are prepared and
printed in the country or printed in the country
although prepared abroad; represent the country as
a national center with regard to such matters on the
intemationallevel;

14) by concluding agreements with religious ins-
titutions and private persons, collect .priceless and
rare ancient manuscripts possessed by them; take a
microfilm or a micro fiche copy of the manuscripts
when this is not possible and make them available
for study and research purposes;

15) serve as a repository centre for publication of
international and national organizations. as well as
research institutions;

16) ensure that the contents of archives which are to
remain confidential, by government decision, are
not disclosed.

17) work in collaboration with state archives and
libraries as well as public libraries established or to
be established in regional administrations;

18) function as a training centre to achieve its objec-
tives;

19) work closely with national and international or-
ganizations in order to develop and promote profes-
sions pertaining to archives and library affairs;

20) charge fees as required for services it renders;
21) own property, conclude agreements, sue and be

sued in its own name.
9. Members of the Advisory Council

I) The Council shall consist of the following members:
(a) Representative of the Ministry Chairman
(b) Representativeof the Ministryof

Finance Member
(c) Representativeof the Ministry of

Education "
(d) Representativeof the Ministry of Justice' ,

(e) Representative of the Ministry of
ForeignAffairs ,.,."", ,.",."..,...,., '..n '

,

(t) Representative of the Science
and Technology Commission. ....

(g) Representative of Universities ...................

(h) Chairman of the Ethio.pian Authors
Association

''''''''''-''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''

'
,

(i) Chairman of the Fine Arts Associations"
(j) ReRreseRtativeef the.Ethiopian

Orthodox Church ;: ~ '
,

(k) Representative of the Supreme Council
of Islamic Affairs '

,

(I). Representative o~the ,Ethiopian
Mapping AuthOrif.Y.L: '

,

(rn) Representative'gf t~'Sec'Ufity,
'Wrni«ratfon 'aridRefugee Affairs

A\1thotity' ..l.>"..&r..\::':::~ , '
,

(n) Director-Gen~Qffhe'H-
Agency.. ",..:1:: Member & Secretary.

"
"
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I.

h",e. ,-,.,., ~??ID' n.cr(:r
"'''L''1. 11"t1f')11:" 1.'"

"'''D':(' "'''''':''r 11""IA~r1't\.lDh"- ,e.'f",,- 81

fOO""Ih(:'''' 1"I'tID' P'AtrJ,)'i .,...,,11&.:"

fOO""Ih(:"'- 1'11't1D' 'III/.h"""-:" P'AtrJ,)'i .,...",1t..:"

,e.cr~:J' A :

Ii' 1:e:~'I: ,.,..ftm(O"} ".eI"I(:'i ~I\4.~:" "OOdJtrJ:"
~').It~"A rhe: .e.ftn)A :

I' 11th.t..ce f&f1C'.:}'- hit(O;J;Eo f1111/,'I;,).e.ft.e.OYA::

IIi' 'OOIII/he:'}' 1-11'ttD-it,nft'l

ii' ".II'teD' fl..""') fit11ftl1 P'~P'C~:" "',)l1,feDtrJA;

I' hhll1\.,: h."OY1inl\.e. ""17- rAh.,.. 1-11't ,e.cr&.A;

J:' f".II'i.ID' (0-"); n"'11t'~tD- 1:r1a ,e.eDft'iA :
l..'9°1ar tUJ-":" n~h'A '.,..hLt\ ~,)"'If~

ft11"0.tD- eD,,:til..-r1a .e.crl.tpA :

!~. ,ooOYhc:" 1-11~.(O' hll1\:" nhI1A~:" '''t~f..:''

t\hrit:" ~OD"" ,n:J: .e..r'i A I:

it"1:e:~'I: 'P'i .ltt..h'N:

Ii' tp'i(O' .ltt..h,,'e: nlll/,~il.}'~ h:"&.O, ~.}.nOD')..,p'.}'
.e."(a'OYA ::

I' 'Pc.'(O. .ltt..h,,'e: '1..'e:;Eoi: tp'i P' I.. "'''L~''t
nOD.r') hlll/.tit,} n"tftm(O- hm:J>I\,e. ODODtf

ODII'I.'}- f 1..-(:-~'1:,) P'&. ,e.OO&.A : ,fit.,..J;1:&.A ::

j:' fHUJ h ').,.~. ')o-it h,)"'1a (I) f""ODt\h""tD- ~ ') ,.,.,.
mn.,. .rcr: tp'i(O' J;.t..h,,.c :

lJ) (ULU htp:(:o h,}"'1a ~ "1:e:;Eoi: ,.,..ftm-.'J-')

p' A trJ')'i ".eI,,) r.>:}"'P'&. I\,e. ,ftD-I\A :

t\) n4..Y..&.A ft.ii.A fte:ii.it ~eI' ODIVI..'J- f 1:C

:(),,:'I:')IPI.,"'7f~" ,..,.,,'&.A : ,fil"'J;1:&.A :

eft) n:~'}''i f p' I.. Tr.>ell&.r h";J~.r- ""ttil.'J-~

,f.,.e:IIA :

01') t\1:e:;Eo'1: n''''~.'''f.tD- n~.'J-'i fP'&.

Tr.>.,,&.r ODIVI.'''' f1,)"11 htt:,f9''f'}

.e.L1aOYA :

IV) fJ~-e:~'I:,} f"-'I.. h')tD-') f"t,f".e. ~OD,"'ce

&;rc..,. t\fII/.tit"',~ ,f"'CI1A :

I.) hV'it.,..~ aJ1'i':(- ;JC nlll/,f.I.1- "''}1+r-'f

o-t\- 1:C~'I:,) .e.eDhl\A ::

'P'i(O' J;.t..h.,.e: t\1..'e:~": f P'I.. :"A'I'tt:'i n"t,filL

A'lCD' oPm'} rAn)'}'; ".eI"I~,) nh4.A t\1:C;Eo'1:
",,,..:}'. :~I\4,9':1' n(O,hA'i I\.,f it.,. 1\A tt: ,e.':(-I\A :

.rcr9° ~e:ft,') ."h.Y' flll/.I1'&,(O- ft(O, tD-hA'i hftl\"

"''1',1. t\"tnA'" '1.11.tllr~ CD.hA'iCD' t\"ttit.'J-~ "'Cf1

OD4."'.f: .e.cre:n:J-A ::

hr~A Y'it..,.

NIc1b&'ce o."'ODI,eI'1"'" hit.,..J;f.C

\

II'

~.

It:. f&f1e:1..' hOD')'~}. eI'Yn:"

OY')~(O'9D f&f1e:1..' "oP'}'''1. ODP'&,f o..'J- :

ji' n"'1n,CD' f."y./..:(}: f&f1C1:'i fOY,.,f.C h1AeI'''...'J-
IIC:(~ .e.crI. tp A :

I' nf(~rlD'l: ODI.L1.1.1i?!.?;~OD"'- flll/, qul\:':tD-'}C; fOY.e.')

.,.".,.ft, &f1c,_:}'.'} 1M'. 1:C~": f &f1C1: fIIMhA

,fl'(O'I..A :

2) without prejudice to what is provided under Sub.
Article (1) other bodies may also be represented in
the council if necessary.

10. Powers and Duties of the Advisory Council
The Advisory council shall have the following powers
and duties:
I) give advice to the Agency for the proper discharge

of its functions;
2) establish National Record Disposal Committee.

11. Meetings of the Advisory Council

I) The Council shall issue its own rules of procedure.
2) There shall be a quorum when more than half of the

..

members of the council are present at its meetings.
3) Decisions of the Council shall be made by a

majority vote, in case of a tie, the Chairman shall
have a casting vote.

4) Members of the Council shall have a five years term

of office.
12. Director General of the Agency

1) The Director General shall be appointed by the

Government upon recommendation of the Minis-
ter.

2) The Director General shall, as a chief executive,

direct and administer the Agency in accordance
with directives of the Minister.

3) Without prejudice to Sub-Article (2) ofthis Article,

the Director General shall:
(a) implement the powers and duties of the

Agency laid down under Article 8 of this
Proclamation;

(b) employ and administer the personnel of the

Agencytpursuant to the federal civil service
laws;

(c) prepar*nd submit to the Minister the annual

budget and work Programme of the Agency;
(d) 'make payments pursuant to the approved

budget and work Programme of the Agency;
(e) submit annual performance report of the

Agency to the Minister;
(f) represent the Agency in all its dealings with

third parties.
4) The Director General may partially delegate his

authority to officials of the Agency to the extent
necessary for the efficient performance of the
functions of the Agency; however, if the delegation
is for more than 30 days, it shall be submitted and
approved by the Minister.

PART THREE
Administration of

The National archives

13. Obligations of the Provenant

Any Provenant shall:

1) have a properly organized record service section;
2) transfer all those records reaching the age of 25 years

and which are non current to the record center of the
Agency at the end of every year;
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'<l) notify the Agency, as regards stolen or lost archives
or archives which are deleted or tampered with in
any other way within one month from the date
when the fact of their being stolen or their loss is
known or with respect to archives which are deleted
or tampered with, as of the date when such is
ascertained;

4)
.

notify the Agency when records at its disposal are
to be transferred permanently to another hody
before such transfer is effected;

5) organize a committee of experts or officers of

higher rank which shall compile a list of records
that should be disposed of;

6) implement directives issued for the purpose of

modernizing record management;
7) transfer records at its disposal upon liquidation.

14. Disposal of Records

I) Any provenant shall not dispose of records at its

disposal.
..

2) In no case shall records created prior to 1936 he
disposed of.

3) Without prejudice to Sub-Article (2) of this Article.

the disposal of all records shall be carried out hy the
Agency.

IS. Obligations ofthe Agency

The Agency shall:
I) organize and make records, it receives availahlc ror

study and research purposes in not more than five
years;

2) temporarily handover archives to provenants upon

the request of the later.

16. Rights and Obligations of Users

Without Prejudice to Article 18 of this Proclamation any
person shall have the right to use archives for study and
research purposes. The specifics regarding the right to
use archives shall be provided in the directive to he
issued by the Agency.

17. Restrictions on the use of Archives

I) Notwithstanding the provision of Article 16. ap-

plications fQr the use of archives shall be rejected
where:
(a) pursuant to an agreement concluded between

the Agency and a provenant prior to the
transfer of the archive in question, or pursuant
to govermrient decision the period of time
within which the archives should remain
confidential has not yet lapsed;

(b) the Agency strongly believes that disclosing

the content of the archive endangers the
security of the country and its people;

(c) pursuant to an agreement concluded hetween

private persons who own archives and tre
Agency, such private archives are not acces-
sible to the public.

2) The Agency shall reason out the rejection of the
application in writing within one week as of the
date of application. .
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I=f;' 18. Transfer of Archives

l) Buying, selling donating or devolving as

inheritance. as well as any other way of transferring
state archives is forbidden.

2) Private archives may be transferred to the Agency

through sale, donation or succesion.
3) Any private person or institution that transfers

archives in its possession through inheritance
donation or sale shall notify such transfer to the
Agency.
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PART FOUR
Administration Of The National Library

L'brary

19. Obligation to deposit printed Matter

I) Any printer or publisher of any printed matter shall

deposit copies of such printed matter in the Agency.
2) Any duplicator or distributor of any printed matter

prepared abroad and printed in the country shall
discharge the obligation provided for under Sub
Article (I) of this Article.

3) Any publisher or author of printed materials

prepared wholly or partially in Ethiopia and printed
abroad shall deposit three copies of such materials
in the Agency.

20. Time and Condition for the Deposit of Printed Matters

The printer, publisher, author, duplicator or distributor
of any printed matter shall deposit such printed matter in
the national Library within thirty days as of the day it
was printed through a registered post or through a
special messenger.

2 l. Transfer of Documentary Heritage

I) Any private person or institution that transfers

documentary heritage in its possession through
inheritance. donation or sale shall notify such
transfer to the Agency.

2) Taking documentary heritage out of the country, in

a way that is contrary to the provisions of this
Proclamation is forbidden.

PART FIVE
Miscelaneous

22. Power to issue Directives and Regulations

I) The Minister may issue directives necessary for the

implementation of this Proclamation.
2) The Council of Ministers may issue Regulations for

the implementation of this Proclamation.

23. Obligation to Cooperate

Any govermental or non governmental organization or
individual shall have the obligation to cooperate in the
implementation of this Proclamation.
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24. Repealed Laws

I) Proclamation No. 50/1976 and Legal Notice

No. 40/1976 are hereby repealed.
2) All provisions of any law contrary to this

Proclamation shall not apply with regard to matters
provided for in this proclamation.

25. Penalty

Unless the Penal Code provides for a more severe
penalty, any person who:
I) contravenes Article 13(2) of this Proclamation

shall be punishable with imprisonment not ex-
ceeding one year and with a fine not exceeding

2000 Birr;
2) contravenes Article 14(1) of this Proclamation

shall be punishable with imprisonment of one to
five years and with a fine from 2000 to 20,000 Birr;

3) illegally takes out of the country archives books or

documentary heritage shall be punishable with
rigorous imprisonment of three to ten years and
with a fine from 5,000 to 20,000 Birr;

4) contravenes Article 18(1) of this Proclamation

shall be punishable with imprisonment of one to
three years and with a fine from 10,000 to 20,000
Birr,

5) contravenes Article 19of this Proclamation shall be

punishable with a fine upto 2000 Birr;
6) contravenes Article 22(1) of this Proclamation

shall be punishable with a fine upto 2000 Birr.

26. Effective Date

This Proclamation shall enter into force as of the 291h
day of June, 1999.

Done at Addis Ababa, this 29thday of June, 1999.

NEGASO GIDADA (DR.)

PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERAL

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA
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Corrigendum No. 2/1999
The "2%" in "Article 8(2)" under Article
2(2) of the Investment (Amendment)
Proclamation No. 168/1999 shall read "27%".


