PAATRE 4.2 AR 2TPNEMLPE cTNAN

b0l 10671 DHM

FEDERAL NEGARIT GAZETA

OF THE FEDERAL DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA

N1 +T doot ¢PC TR
AN ANN—=1.0Nf TE 7 TP

NATPTRS £oLulAP BTPNENALR (TN
" el AT 9°hC T MmOyt Pom

8" Year No. 18
ADDIS ABABA 23" April, 2002

7] @-5%)

APE #TC 8EEE/1pTTE 97
CahiA TONET 9°NC LT P AN 29— Ch T
PhoLtPT AELEENT Awe-C APE ... 1R BUAFIE

CONTENTS

Proclamation No. 271/2002
House of Peoples’ Representatives Legislative
Procedure, Committees Structure and Working
Proclamation .......... A TAge 1 1713

hPE RTC BF@H/10T70
CATPRE £.L.0AR BPNENLP LTANN vl Fone T
°NC 0L+ P homp
29 PPCOT 1 PhTLEPT hRLBPTS A d-C hPP

PAACRE LL%lAR ATNENLE LTAAN A
+one T °hc 0T Om1 @37k CHAm T 2AMTS
FMEA AFEUS NN CEMANTT SALYT O+AA
aAh Aavoa) i

ALV CPNC LT PhwdC NATS ¢holtPT
hLLBET AOT Phufol-d a1 RNAT RRLZET
MSHN v 1PP4 10, T ao7 T4

£°NC (L Ch AODT 2% 22C%T hanl a7k
haAg® he& ¢T7CAT avCPPT 2C O-Hmmae S 5.0 ¢
0.LP NWLETT P7LLIAG AmHAl VAR PPy A d-C oA
NA“LSCOTi

NATPRE LLlAP ATNEALE LTAAN M1
ot WX JE5(B) NS Ti(8) owit oihtam-
Fo-B A=

NEA A2
m¥aa
5 hPC CON
£V APFE “Catl +oneT °hC LT a7 Aoy
PrC9TT ChoLEPT ARLEPTS AwiC PR
&7C 8¢@a/Tif0” TN A.mPn LTAA=

215?02
Unit Price

PROCLAMATION No. 271/2002
THE FEDERAL DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF
ETHIOPIA HOUSE OF PEOPLES’ REPRESENTATIVES
LEGISLATIVE PROCEDURE, COMMITTEES’
STRUCTURE AND WORKING PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, it is important to enable the House of
Peoples’ Representatives to effectively discharge its powers
and functions, as well as the responsibility vested with by the
public, as enshrined in the Constitution;

WHEREAS, it is appropriate to organize the working
mechanisms and structures of the Committees of the House in
consideration of the Federal Government Organs new struc-
tures; !
WHEREAS, it is proper to make the legislative
procedure of the House consistent with the Constitution and
international parliamentarian tenets as well as to promote
democratic traits and encourage transparency,

NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with Articles
55(1) and 59(2) of the Constitution of the Federal Democratic
Republic of Ethiopia, it is hereby proclaimed as follows:

PART ONE
General
1. Short Title
This proclamation may be cited as the ‘‘House of
Peoples’ Representatives Legislative Procedure, Com-
mittees Structure and Working Proclamation No. 271/

2002.”
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2. Definitions

In this proclamation, unless the context otherwise

requires:

1) “‘Constitution’’ means the constitution of the
Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia;

2) “House” means the House of Peoples’ Represen-
tatives established in accordance with Article 53 of
the Constitution.

3) “Committee” means Standing, Ad hoc... Committee
established by the House to undertake a certain
activity whenever necessary;

4) “Standing Committee” means a body set up by the
House to enhance the duty of the House within the
boundary of the powers and functions given to it
under this proclamation;

5) “Ad hoc Committee” means a body established by
the House whenever it feels there is an urgent
situation and where deemed necessary to carry out
activities that may not be directly undertaken by
other Committees;

6) “Sub Committee” means a Committee set up by any
of the Committees of the House from among its
members with a view to act upon its work effec-
tivley;

7) “Standing Sub Committee” means a Commmittee
set up by the House to act as a supporting body
whenever the Standing Committee is under a heavy
workload.

8) “Coordinating Committee” means a Commiittee,
which comprises the chairpersons and secretaries of
the Standing Committees or their representatives and -
the speakers;

9) *“Resource Person” means individuals or or-
ganizations invited to expound their views on certain
functions of the House or Committees of the House;

10) “First Reading” means the reading and discussion
process held on a draft bill to be endorsed by the
House, before referring it to the pertinent Standing
Committee for further inspection,

11) *“Second Reading” means the discussion on the
recommendation and suggesions of the Standing
Committee, to which the draft bill was referred for
further inspection subsequent to the first reading;

12) “Third Reading” means the discussion of the House
on the returned draft bill which was referred to the
Standing Committee for further re-examination
subsequent to the second reading;

13) “Technical Correction” means rectification of
errors of language or otherwise which in no way
modifies the substance of the given law.

PART TWO
Major Functions and Working
Procedures of the House

General Functions of the House

The House of Peoples’ Representatives shall have the
following general functions as enshrined in the Cons-
titution ;

1) enact laws;

2) hear reports of the Prime Minister and other officials
of the Federal Government and shall call for ques-
tioning where deemed necessary;

3) investigate the operations of the Federal Govern-
ment bodies;

4) establish Standing and other Committees as well as
hear their reports.
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4 Legislative Procedures
1) The House of Peoples’ Representatives shall

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)
7

8)

9)

10)

11.

legislate laws by passing new laws, amending,

repealing old ones or by adopting international

agreements.

Bodies who may initiate and submit draft bills to the

House are:

(a) The Sepeaker and the Deputy Speaker;

Members of the House;

Committees of the House;

Executive bodies;

The judiciary, and

Other governmental institutions accountable to

the House. ‘

The Bodies specified in Sub-Article (2), (d), (e), (f)

above, may Initiate laws within their jurisdiction

given to them by law.

Any draft bill to be presented in accordance with Sub

Article (2)(b) of this Article shall be in writing and

supported by the signature of at least 20 members of

the House and should be submitted to the Speaker of

the House a week prior to its presentation to the

House.

Subject to Sub-Article (2) (a) a draft bill initiated by

the Deputy Speaker shall be submitted to the Speaker

of the House a week before its submission to the

House.

Any draft bill shall be submitted to the House

through the Speaker.

The House shall directly receive and open discussion

on a draft bill submitted in accordance with sub-

Atrticle (4) of this Article.

The Speaker shall, upon submission of a draft bill to

him, notify the House of its content and essence;

cause it to be itemized in the agenda for preliminary

reading.

First Reading.

(a) A person delegated by the speaker or represen-

tative of the bill initiator shall, at the time

therein set for it, openly read out the bill

itemized in the agenda, to the House.

Where the draft bill submitted is found

voluminous and time consuming for a reading,

the speaker may rule that it be sent out to

deputies, prior to the date set for the agenda and

deliberations be started upon it without open

reading.

upon completion of the reading of the draft bill

under sub-Article (9) (a) and (b), the speaker

shall open the floor for deliberations on the

spirit of the draft bill in general.

uopn winding-up of the delibrerations, the draft

bill shall be numbered and referred, to the

cencerned standing or joint committee, by the

speaker. -

where, subsequent to the reading of the draft bill

submitted, two thirds of the members of the

House decide that the House ought to directly

consider the matter at its regular meeting, the

matter shall not be referred to a comittee.

when executing sub Article (9) (d) the Pertinent

Committee inspecting the draft bill referred to it shall

require at least 20 working days to submit its

proposal on the bill to the House, unless the bill to be

passed is urging for an immediate enactment.
Second Reading;

(a) the speaker of the House shall cause the

standing committee read the report on the bill

referred to it after the first reading with its

recommendations and suggestions.

the speaker opens the floor for discussions on

the recommendations made.

where the draft bill is not deliberated exhaus-

tively, it shall be re-referred to the pertinent

committee for further review; if the de-

liberation, however, is completed satisfactorily

then it shall be enacted as a law.

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(b)
(©)
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12) Third Reading

13)

(a)

(b)

(b)

(c)

(d

the committee that received the bill for the second
time, shall read out the amended version and its
final decision to the House.

the House shall pass the bill after a thorough
discussion on the final proposal.

Adoption of Laws
(@)

Subject to Article 57 of the Constitution, the
speaker of the House shall transmit the draft bill to
the President of the Federal Government for
signature suggesting that the House has discussed
and approved it. \
The President shall sign within fifteen days. If the
president doesn't sign within fifteen days, the law
shall take effect without his signature. The
speaker of the House may undertake the technical
correction, where deemed necessary, prior to its
publication in the Federal Negarit Gazeta.
Subject to sub - Article (13) (b) of this Article,
whenever there is a technical correction, the
President should be informed through the Speaker
of the House.

The ratified law shall be numbered by the Speaker
and thereby published in the Federal Negarit
Gazeta.

5. Examining the Performance of the Federal Government
Bodies

1)

2)

3)

4)

3)

6)

7

8)

9)

The Prime Minister of the Federal Democratic
Republic of Ethiopia shall present his general plan in
October, as well as his performance reports at the
middle and end of the year to the House.

Any member of the Federal Government bodies shall
present their reports to the pertinent committees in
the allotted time.

The - Standing Committee shall summon a public
debate on the report after its own hearing. The
committee shall invite pertinent bodies of the society
and the mass media to attend the discussions. The
pertinent Federal Government bodies shall present
their reports through the pertinent Standing Commit-
tees to the house.

Subject to sub-Article (2) of this Article, among
others, the report to be presented shall focus mainly
on annual plan of action and achievements, the
administrative process and budget execution,
problems identified in the process of execution as
well as the results achieved.

Head of the concerned body shall present the report
of the body unless obliged otherwise by a force
majeure.

The report may be presented by his representative,
only where the head concerned informs the Speaker
the reason of his absence and that his representative
shall present the report.

According to the order set up by the Speaker,
members of the House may raise questions and make
suggestions.

Subject to sub-Article (7) additional questions and
ideas may be forwarded in connection to the answers
given.

Members of the House shall give summary of the
report and may also issue orders to the pertinent

-standing committee to launch additional inves-

tigation into the matter and present a report to the
House, where deems it necessary.
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10) Subject to Sub Article (9) the House shall, after

hearing the report, take the necessary measure if it
feels that the report has indicated the existence of a
basic problem.

Hearing Reports of the Committees

1)

2)

3)

The leadership or representatives of the standing and
other committees of the House shall present their
reports in accordance with the time table set by the
speaker.

Reports of the standing committees, shall be having
regard to:

(a) their annual performances; and

(b) matters referred to them by the House.
Members of the House shall deliberate on the report
presented to them, make suggestions or pass de-
cisions.

Joint Functions of the House of Peoples’ Representatives
and the House of the Federation

1)

2)

The House of Peoples’ Representatives and the
House of the Federation shall jointly undertake the
following activities:

(a) elect the President of the Republic as enshrined
in Article 70/2/ of the Constitution;

(b) subject to Article 71 of the Constitution to hear
the speech of the President of the Republic at
the commencement of the annual session.

(c) subject to Article 55/16/ of the Constitution, to
hold a joint session, on the initiative of the
House of Peoples’ Representatives, and decide
on the approporiate measures to be taken on,
when state authorities are unable to arrest,
violations of human rights within their juris-
diction; '

(d) subject to Article 99 of the Constitution,
determine the power to levy taxes where such
power is not given either to the Federal
Government or Regional States.

(¢) on amendment of the Constitution of the
Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia
subject to Article 105/2/ of the Constitution;

(f) and other issues on which the two Houses agree
to consider in a joint session.

The joint sessions of the House of Peoples’ Reprsen-

tatives and the House of the Federation as stipulated

in the Constitution shall be directed by their previous
rules of procedures.

Election of the Speaker and Deputy Speaker of the House

1)
2)

subject to Article 55/19/ of the Constitution, there

shall be a Speaker and Deputy Speaker of the House.

Election of the Speaker

(a) chairman of the party having the majority seat
of the House shall recommend the candidate
Speaker from among its members.

(b) a candidate Speaker nominated by the
minority parties or private representatives
group shall be a candidate, if seconded.

(c) if other candidates could not be recommended,
the House shall elect the Speaker by ac-
clamation.

(d) if another candidate is recommended, the
election committee shall cause the House
members to raise their hands to show that the
candidate has a one-third: support. If the
candidate fails to collect a one-third support,
the Speaker shall be elected by acclamation.
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(e) accordingly, a candidate supported by a one-
third vote of members of the House and the
candidate presented by the party controlling the
majority seat shall be presented to the House for
competition.

(f) members of the House shall elect the Speaker in
a secret ballot after the candidates have in-
troduced themselves to the House.

3) Election of the Deputy Speaker
The procedure prescribed in sub-Article (2) above
for election of the Speaker, shall also apply for the
election of the Deputy Speaker.
Powers and Functions of the Speaker and Deputy
Speaker of the House
1)  The Speaker shall have the powers and functions to:
a) preside over the House sessions and in coor-
dination with the pertinent bodies shall set
agendas and notify members of the House, of
same, in advance;

(b) direct and administer the House;

(c) represent the House in all its dealings;

(d) recommend a secretary, for appointment, who
shall manage the secretariat of the House;

(e) coordinate the activities of the Standing and
other committees of the House;

(f) the Speaker may delegate part of his powers and
duties to the Deputy Speaker in writing;

(g) undertake such other activities as may be
assigned to him by the House;

2) The Deputy Speaker of the House shall have the

Powers and Functions to:

(a) represent the Speaker in his absence or when the
Speaker wants to participate in the discussion of
the House having his position;

(b) undertake such other activities as may be given to
him by the House and the Speaker in writing.

10. Setting of Agendas

1) The agendas that the House may deliberate in its

regular sessions may come from:
(a) the Speaker of the House,
(b) committees set up by the House and
(c) members of the House.

2) Any agenda to be presented to the House shall be
submitted to the Speaker ahead of five working
days unless it is a matter of greatest urgency.

3) In conformity with Sub-Article 1/c/, an agenda to
be presented to the House has to be supported by
the signature of 20 members of the House including
the presenter.

4) The House shall receive the agenda submitted in
accordance with sub Article /3/ of this Article and
directly resume discussions.

5) Any agenda meant to be the subject of discussion in
the next regular session of the House shall be given
notice of to each member of the House, 48 hours in
advance.

6) The agenda to be submitted to each regular session
of the House must be approved by a majority vote
of the members except the agenda stated in Sub
Article /3/ of this Article.

7) Any body demanded for the setting of agenda as
stipulated in Sub Article /2/ and /3/ of this Article
shall have the right to ask during the regular session
of the House the reasons why the agenda was not
presented on time to the House.
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11.

12.

13.

PART THREE
Structure, Powers and Functions as well as
General Working Procedures of the Various
Committees of the House

Structure, Powers and Functions as well as Working
Procedures of the Coordinatng Committee

1) the Coodinating Committee
(a) the committee shall comprise the speaker,

deputy speaker, chairpersons of each commit-

tee and the secretary or their representatives as
its members.

the speaker shall preside over sessions of the

committee and pass decisions by a majority

vote. The presence of more than half of the
members shall constitute a quorum.

(c) shall elect a secretary from among its mem-

bers.

2) The Coordinating Committee of the House shall
have the following powers and functions:

(a) coordinate the work plan of the committees
and supervise the general flow harmony and
effectiveness of works in the House.
evaluate the major problems and strong points
identified in the House, streamline general
work plans and issue directives to the Per-
tinent Committees.
hold discussions on issues and agendas which
the speaker believes should be seen by this
committee or referred to it by the Standing
Committees.

3) The coordinating committee shall apply the general
working procedures provided for the standing com-
mittees in Article 19 of this proclamation.

Structure, Powers and Functions of the Ad hoc

Committee

1) The House shall establish ad hoc committees when
it is convinced that there are urgent and vital issues,

‘which may not be directly undertaken by the

Standing and Coordinating Committees.

The power of the ad hoc committee shall be

determined by the urgency and vitality of situations

that may take place, however, the House shall give
general directives that may enable it accomplish its
missions.

The House, depending on the situation, shall decide

the number of members of the ad hoc committee

and assign chairman and secretary to lead the
committee. '

The ad hoc committee shall dissolve after accom-

plishing its mission within its powers and presen-

ting a report to the House.

Structure, Powers and Functions as well as Working

Procedures of the Standing Sub-Committee

1) Standing Sub Committee is a committee es-

tablished by the House upon the request of the

Standing Committee to undertake activities it has

been unable to accomplish owing to the heavy

workload.

The Standing Sub-Committees shall be accoun-

table to the Pertinent Standing committees.

The Standing Sub-Committees shall receive ac-

tivities to be carried out in consultations with the

Standing Committees, prepare work plans, submit

a report and proposal to the Standing Committee.

The Standing Sub Committees shall decide their

mode of operation through internal working

procedures and regulations dealt on together with
the Standing Committees.

(b)

(b)

(c)

2)

3)

4)

2)
3)

4)
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5)

6)
7)

each Standing Sub-Committee shall have its own
chairman and secretary and shall be accountable to
the Standing Committee and Standing Sub-Commit-
tee they are assigned to.

facilities needed for the work shall be made available
for the Standing Sub-Commmittees.

the rights and duties given to members of the
Standing Committees shall also apply to members of
the Standing Sub-Committee.

14. Structure, Powers and Functions as well as Working
Procedures of the Sub-Committee

1)

2)
3)

4)

A Sub-Committee is a body to be organized by any
of the Standing Committees, dividing its members,
to appropriately discharge its responsibilities.

Each Sub-Committee shall have its own chairman
and secretary elected by the Standing Committee.
It shall prepare work plan based on the Standing
Committee’s annual plan, execute and submit a
report to the Standing Committee.

It shall undertake other activities assigned to it by
the Standing Committee.

15. Structure of Standing Committees

1)

2)
3)

4)
3)

6)

The House shall have the following Standing

Committees:

(a) the Capacity Building Affairs Standing Com-
mittee;

(b) the Trade and Industry Affairs Standing Com-
mittee;

(c) theRural Development Affairs Standing Com-
mittee;

(d) the Natural Resources and Environmental

(e)

0

(8)

Protection Affairs Standing Committee,
the Infrastructure Development Affairs Stan-
ding Committee;
the Budget and Finance Affairs Standing Com-
mittee;
the Legal and Administrative Affairs Standing
Committee;
(h) the Foreign, Defence and Security Affairs
Standing Committee;
(i) the Women’s Affairs Standing Committee;
(j) the Information and Culture Affairs Standing
Committee;
(k) the Social Affairs Standing Committee; and
(I) the Pastoralists Affaris Standing Committee.
The Standing Committees shall be accountable to the
House.
Each Standing Committee shall have 13 members,
including the chairperson and the deputy chairperson
directly elected by the House.
A member of the House shall not be a member of
more than one Standing Committee at one time.
Chairpersons of the Standing Committees shall be
accountable to the committee and to the Speaker of
the House.
Each Standing Committee shall have essential sup-
port staff.

16. Powers and Functions of the Standing Committees

The Standing Committees of the House shall have the
following joint powers and functions:

1)

2)
3)

4)

5)

submit recommendations and suggestions to the
House, on the draft bills referred to them as
stipulated in Article 4.

supervise and investigate government bodies assig-
ned to them, whenever necessary.

receive complaints sent to them through various
ways. '

conduct, subject to the purpose of their establish-
ment, studies and supervise the effective im-
plementation of national policies, strategies and
programs as well as design better structure and
execution mechanisms where deemed necessary.
organize various workshops and discussion forums
as well as facilitate mechanisms for.experience
sharing.
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17.

19.

6) may undertake their activities by breaking up into
sub committees and may also request the House for
the establishment of Standing Sub Committees
citing workload of the committee.

7) make sure that, their legislative and investigative
activities are done on gender equality basis and
gender sensitized.

8) undertake other assignments given by the House or
the Speaker.

Powers and Functions of Leadership of the Standing
Committees
1) powers and functions of Chairpersons shall be to:

(a) represent the committee in all its dealings with

third parties;

(b) submit a report to the House as stipulated in

Article 6;

(c) direct the committees, coordinate and preside
over meetings. They shall administer the sup-
port staff as enshrined in Article 15(6);

(d) facilitate ways for the presence of invited
guests;

(e) call for extra ordinary meetings;

(f) carryout other activities given by the Speaker,

the House and the Committee.
2) Powers and functions of the deputy chairpersons
shall be to:

(a) represent the chair persons in their absence;

(b) mak sure that the committees’ documents and

minutes are properly kept;

(¢) undertake other activities assigned to them by
the committees’ chairpersons and the commit-
tees.

3) The leadership specified in Sub Articles (1) and (2)
of this Article shall undertake their activities with the
knowledge of their committee members.

. Obligations of Members of the Standing Committees

1) Members of the standing committees shall have the
following major obligations:

(a) except where there is a good cause for absence,
any member is obliged to be present at all
committee meetings;
undertake and supervise the execution of assig-
nments on time.

a member represented to take part in, the studies

to be conducted both at home and abroad as well

as meetings and field works shall submit a

sound report to the Pertinent Committee and to

the House.

2) A committee member is responsible for the activities
carried out both idividually and jointly. A member
who failed to accomplish his/her duties, shall be
evaluated by the majority vote of the committee and
the report shall be submited to the House.

(b)
(c)

General Working Procedures of the Standing Commit-

tees

The Standing Committees of the House shall have the

following major working systems and procedures:

1) A committee having received a draft bill, subsequent
to the first reading, shall itemize the matter in its
agenda; and
(a) give notice;

(b) invite resource presons and bodies directly
~ concerned with the matter;

(c) arrange public opinion collecting forums; and

submit, to the House, a report consisting of its
investigation, recommendations and susggestions on

the matter.

2) Standing Committees shall undertake
supervisory and follow-up duties by:

their
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3)

4)
5)

20.
D

2)

3)

21.
)

2)

3)

(a)

(b)
(©

receiving plans and achievements of the ins-

titutions they supervise

taking part in meetings and conferences;

inviting and talking to concerned bodies and

where necessary, causing explanation be

given;

(d) making helpful visits;

(e) embarking on tips and petitions submitted by
different sectors of the society; and by

creating coordination with other standing commit-

tees or bodies.

preparing rt, giving explanations

the guidance of the annual plan and réviewing their

comprehensive operations.

Procedures of Standing Committee Meetings

unless otherwise changed for special reasons, the
Standing Committees shall regularly have fixed
meeting days, place and time.

without being counted for quorum, motioning
agenda and vote, members of the House and invited
guests may take part in the meeting of the Standing
Committee.

particulars relating to Sub Articles (1) and (2)
above and conditions of meeting and decision
making procedures shall be in line with the working
procedures of the House and the specifics of which
shall be determined by Regulations.

Capacity Building Affairs Standing Committee

The major objective for the establishment of the
Capacity Building Affairs Standing Committee is:

(a) to produce trained manpower in a short time

and in a big number who could be committed

to work effectively, with a great sense of

responsibility and integrity to bring about

rapid economic development and build a

society based on democratic principles,

as well as to implement, supervise and inves-
tigate the measures being undertaken to build
execution and planning capacities both in the
government and private economic Sectors.

The Capacity Building Affairs Standing Committee

shall supervise the following government offices:
(a) Ministry of Capacity Building;

(b) Ministry of Education;

(c) Science and Technology Commission;

(d) Civil Service Commission;

(e) Management Institute;

(f) Civil Service College, and

(g) Justice and Legal Order Research Institute.
Having regard to the bodies specified in Sub Article
(2) above and within the powers and duties
specifically given to them, the Committee shall
prepare draft bills and submit to the House, check,
supervise and investigate whenever deemed neces-

sary.

(b)

22. Trade and Industry Affairs Standing Committee

1)

The Trade and Industry Affairs Standing Commit-
tee shall have the following major objectives:

to check that the agriculture policy has been
formulated in such a way to speed up the growth of
the national economy and effectively implemented,
measures have been taken to encourage the de-
velopment of trade, industry and handicraft, the
investment policy and law have created favorable
conditions to entrepreneurs as well as supervise and
investigate the implementation of policies, laws
and regulations issued to facilitate the regions’
trade relations, foreign trade and existing and future
chambers of commerce at a national level.
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2) The Trade and Industry Affairs Standing Committee
shall supervise the following government offices:

3)

28.
)

2)

3)

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

(f)
(g) the Ethiopian Foreign Trade Promotion
Agency;

(h) the Ethiopian Privatization Agency; and

(i) the Liveshock Marketing Authority.

Having regard to the bodies specified in Sub Article
(2) above and within the powers and duties
specifically given to them, the committee shall
prepare draft bills and submit to the House, check,
supervise and investigate whenever deemed neces-

sary.

the Ministry of Trade and Industry;
the Investment Authority;
the Quality and Standards Authority;
the Coffee and Tea Authority;
the Government Owned Development Enter-
prises Supervising Authority;
the Basic Metallurgic and Engineering Indus-

Rural Development Affairs Standing Committee

The main objective for establishment of the Rural
Development Affairs Standing Committee is to
raise production and productivity in the agricultural
sector of the economy, to ensure food self suf-
ficiency and food security as well as to investigate
and supervise the effective implementation of
policies, programs and plans formulated to enable
the agriculture led development strategy achieve its
objectives.

The Rural Development Affairs Standing Commit-
tee shall supervise the following governmental
institutions:

(a) the Ministry of Rural Development,

(b) the Ministry of Agriculture,

(c) the Disaster Preventation and Preparedness

Commission,

(d) ;hc Social Rehabilitation and Development
und,

(e) the Plant Genetic Industry Agency,

(f) the Fertilizer Industry Agency,

(g) the Agricultural Research Organization,

(h) the Bio Diversity Protection and Research
Institute, and

(i) the Rural Energy Development and Promotion
Center.

Having regard to the bodies specified in sub Article

(2) above and within the powers and duties

specifically given to them, the Committee shall

prepare draft bills and submit to the House, check,

supervise and investigate whenever deemed neces-

sary

24. Natural Resources and Environmental
Protection Affairs Standing Committee

1)

2)

3)

The main objective for the establishment of the
Natural Resources and Environmental Protection
Affairs Standing Committee is to preserve and
conserve the nation’s natural resources, to ensure
sustainable development, investigate and supervise
the effective implementation of policies, strategies
and progarms adopted.

The Natural Resources and Enviornmental Protec-
tion Affairs Standing Committee shall supervise the
following government offices:

(a) Environmental Protection Authority,

(b) Ministry of Water Resources,

(c) Ministry of Mines and

(d) The Ethio-Geological Survey.

Having regard to the bodies specified in sub (2)
above and within the powers and duties specifically
given to them, the Committee shall prepare draft bills
and submit to the House, check, supervise and
investigate whenever deemed necessary.

25. Infrastructure Development Affairs
Standing Committee

1)

The Infrastructure Development Affairs Standing
Committee shall have the following major objec-
tives:
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(a) onenergy development and utilization, electric
power supply, growth and distribution,

(b) on the nation’s construction works.

(c) on the promotion of the country’s air, railway
and maritime transportations as well as postal
and telecommunications services,

(d) seeking ways for the development of the
nation’s transport and communications
network,

(e) investigating and supervising the grants and
loans the country has obtained from local and
foreign sources to facilitate the development of
infrastructure whether they have been used for
their intended purposes in line with policies,
rules and regulations.

2) The Infrastructure Development Affairs Standing
Committee shall supervise the following govern-
ment offices:

(a) the Ministry of Infrastructure;

(b) the Ethiopian Roads Authority;

(c) the Air Transport Authority;

(d) the Road Transport Authority;

(e) the Road Fund Office;

(f) the National Fuel Depots Reserve Adminis-
tration,

(g) the Ethiopian Postal Service;

(h) the Ethiopian Telecommunications Agency;

(i) the Ethiopian Telecommunications Cor-
poration;

(j) the Ethiopian Electric Power Agency;

(k) the Ethiopian Electric Power Corporation;

() the Agency for the Administration of Rental
Houses.

3) Having regard to the bodies specified in sub Article
(2) above and within the powers and duties
specifically given to them, the- Committee shall
prepare draft bills and submit to the House, check,
supervise and investigate whenever deemed neces-

sary.
26. Budget and Finance Affairs Standing Committee
1) The main objective for the establishment of the
Budget and Finance Affairs Standing committee is to
investigate and supervise the Federal government’s
annual and additional budget and the subsidies
allotted to the regional states as well as to monitor the
collection and protection of the Federal Govern-
ment’s money ‘proper usage for the intended pur-
poses.
2) The Budget and Finance Affairs Standing Commit-
tee shall supervise the following government offices:
(a) the Ministry of Finance and Economic De-
velopment;

(b) the Central Statistical Authority;

(c) the Ministry of Revenues;

(d) the Mapping Authority;

(e) the Population Office;

(f) the Government Owned Houses Sales Ex-
ecution Office;

(g) the National Bank of Ethiopia;

(h) the Auditor General;

(i) the National Lottery Administration;

(j) the Customs Authority;

(k) the Inland Revenues Authority and,

(I) the population and Housing Census Commis-
sion.

3) Having regard to the bodies specified in sub Article
(2) above and within the powers and duties
specifically given to them, the Committee shall
prepare draft bills and submit to the House, cheek,
supervise and investigate whenever deemed neces-

sary.

4) Examine in detail the government’s draft annual and
additional budget and submit same to the House
along with suggesions.
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27. Legal and Administrative Affairs Standing Committee

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7

8)

The main objective for the establishment of the

Legal and Administrative Affairs Standing Commit-

tee is to supervise the organization and implemen-

tation of the judiciary and administrative working

mechanisms of the Federal Government in accor-

dance with the constitution as well as to study the

basic problems in the sector and submit recommen-

dations, particularly whether:

(a) the public is realizing the basic rights and

freedoms as enshrined in the Federal Cons-

titution and the problems identified in the

process;

a democratic election system has been es-

tablished and accomplished accordingly,

the public receives the proper service from the

independent judiciary;

the relationship between the Regional States

and the Federal Government has been im-

plemented in line with powers and functions

given to the Ministry of Federal Affairs;

to supervise and investigate the formulation and

implementation of law related policies,

strategies, programs, codes, agreements, etc.

The Legal and Administrative Affairs Standing

Committee shall supervise the following govern-

ment offices:

a) the Ministry of Justice;

(b) the Federal Supreme Court;

(c) the Special Prosecutor;

(d) the Federal Ethics and Anti Corruption Com-
mission;

(e) the Huma Rights Commission;

(f) the Ministry of Federal Affairs;

(g) the Federal Police Commission;

(h) the Federal Prisons Administration;

(1) the Federal Towns and Planning Institute;

(j) the Addis Ababa City Administration;

(k) the Dire Dawa Administrative Council;

(I) the Office of the Ombudsman;

(m) the National Electoral Board; and

(n) the Judicial Administration Council.

Having regard to the bodies specified in sub Article

(2) above and within the powers and duties

specifically given to them, the committee shall

prepare draft bills and submit to the House, check,

supervise and investigate whenever deemed neces-

sary.

The committee shall undertake its activities specified

in sub Article 2/b/ of this Article without prejudice to

the independence of the judiciary Provided for under

Article 78 of the Constitution.

The committee shall investigate the legal content of

draft bills referred by the house to any committee

where deemed necessary,

The committee shall submit its recommendations to

the House on a request for the lifting of the immunity

of members of the House provided in Article 54 (6)

of the Constitution.

Supervise that the administrative structures of any

institution, requested to be organized by the House,

are in compliance with the Constitution.

Shall investigate the validity of international accords

and agreements from the legal point of view.

(b)
(c)
(d)

(e)
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28. [Foreign, Defence and Security
Affairs Standing Committee

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

The major objective for the establishment of the
Foreign, Defence and Security Affairs Standing
Committee is to supervise that the bilateral or
multilateral agreements and loan, grant agreements
Ethiopia has reached with other countries are in
favour of the national interests of our people and
ensure the sovereignty of the country as well as to
make sure that the nation’s and the people’s defence
and security is structured in such a way to defend the
sovereignty of the country and the composition of
the national army has been in consideration of the
various nations, nationalities and peoples and
citizens rights, immigration and refugees affairs
shall check that the Ethiopian people’s interest have
been well protected.

The Foreign, Defence and Security Affairs standing
committee shall supervise the following government
offices:

(a) the Ministry of Foreign Affairs;

(b) the Ministry of Defence; and

(c) the Security, Immigration and Refugees Affairs

Authority.

Having regard to the bodies specified in sub Article
(2) above and within the powers and duties
specifically given to them, the committee shall
prepare draft bills and submit to the House, check,
supervise and investigate whenever deemed neces-
sary.

The committee shall supervise the bilateral and
multilateral relations with parliaments of other coun-
tries.

The committee shall coordinate and work jointly
with other pertinent standing committees with regard
to international, loan and grant agreements.

29. Women'’s Affairs Standing Committee
1) The major objective for the establishment of

Women’s Affairs Standing Committee is to ensure
the respect of the rights of women stipulated in the
Constitution and to enable them to have the
advantage of their rights, as well as:

(a) to investigate and amend laws that suppress
women and initiate new draft legislations;

to make sure that when proclamations and
plans are issued and endorsed that they are
based on gender equality and gender sen-
sitized,

(c) to enable women equally compete men in
government and private institutions and raise
their participation in the political, economic
and social fields as well as to heal the wounds
of women that they suffered as'a result of
inequality and discrimination and take affir-
mative actions to help women benefit;

to ensure respect the rights of women to
acquire; administer, control, transfer, benefit
from property and inheritance;

to ensure the rights of equality of women in
employment, equal pay, promotion and pen-
sion transferring;

(b)

(d)

(e)
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2)

3)

(f) to implement the National Women Affairs
Policy in all governmental institutions which
could be instrumental in enabling women to
have say in the national development policies
plans and during project preparation and ex-
ecution particularly projects that could affect
women’s advantages.

to liberate women from harmful traditional
practices inhibit, rules, that harm women
physically and mentally;

building the capacity of women in family
planning to protect their health from com-
plications related to pregnancy and child birth
to enable women to organize around their
questions and struggle for their rights, in general
to examine the government’s activities are in
accordance with the constitution, law and sector
policies. .

The Women’s Affairs Standing Committee shall
supervise the following govenment offices :

(a) the Women Affairs Sector at the Office of the
Prime Minister;

the Women's Affairs sections in each Govern-
mental Institutions, and

(c) the Women’s Development Fund.

Having regard to the bodies specified in sub Article
(2) above and within the powers and duties
specifically given to them, the committee shall
prepare draft bills and submit to the House, check,
supervise and investigate whenever deemed neces-

sary.

(g

(h)

)

(b)

30. Information and Culture Affairs Standing Committee

1)

2)

The information and Culture Affairs Standing Com-
mittee shall have the following objectives:
(a) supervise that the mass media do play their roll
in the building of a democratic system, peace
and development in the country;
formulate and practise working mechanisms
that could facilitate ways for the preservation of
cultural and historical heritages and pass to
posterity;
create conducive atmosphere that could en-
courage the flow of tourists to the country;
supervise and investigate that the board of the
governmental mass media is run properly and
discharged its responsibility.
The Information and Culture Affairs Standing Com-
mittee shall supervise the following government
offices:
(a) the Ministry of Information;
(b) the Tourism Commission;
(c) the Broadcasting Agency,
(d) the Mass Media Training Institute;
(e) the Ministry of Youth, Sports and Culture;
(f) the Heritages Study and Conservation Authority;
(g) the National Archives and Library of Ethiopia;
(h) the Ethiopian Convention Center;
(i) the Ethiopian National Theater;
(j) the Governmental Mass Media Board.

(b)

(c)
(d)
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3) Having regard to the bodies specified in sub Article

(2) above and within the powers and duties
specifically given to them, the Committee shall
prepare draft bills and submit to the House, check,
supervise and investigate whenever deemed neces-
sary.
Social Affairs Standing Committee
1) The main objective for the establishment of the
social affairs standing committee is to supervise the
effective implementation of the country’s general
social development policies and strategies, expand
health services, prevent health hazards, control the
spread of HIV/AIDS, to ensure social security
services to street children, the elderly, the disabled
to realize the safety of children as well as to conduct
a study about unemployment and other social
related issues, evaluate the problems idenitfied in
the process of execution.
2) The Social Affairs standing committee shall
supervise the following government offices:
(a) Ministry of Health;
(b) the Ministry of Labor And Social Affairs;
(c) the HIV/AIDS Prevention and Control
Secretariat Office;
(d) Drugs Administration and Control Authority.

3) Having regard to the bodies specified in sub Article

(2) above and within the powers and duties
specifically given to them, the committee shall
prepare draft bills and submit to the House, check,
supervise and investigate whenever deemed neces-

sary.
Pastoralists Aftairs Standing Committee

1) The main objective. for the establishment of the
pastoralists Affairs standing committee are to
realize the rights of the pastoralists enshrined in the
Constitution, to supervise the special support the
govrnment has been providing owing to their
backwardness, to bring about rapid development
aimed at changing their economic and social life as
well as to ensure food security and shall supervise
the following additional objectives;

(a) to ensure the laws and plans to be issued are
prepared in consideration of the benefits of the
pastoralists;

(b) tobuild the capacity of the pastoralists in a short
time, capacity building institutions be expanded
with especial emphasis on the construction of
boarding and mobile schools as well as other
educational facilities depending on the
situation,

(c) to make sure that the government has allocated
and implemented budget to facilitate the
provision of food and water as well as health
services to the livestock of the pastoralist and
marketing infrastructure development;

(d) to ensure that the villagization programs to be
undertaken in the pastoralist areas are based on
the will of the pastoralists and the basic infras-
tructure development services have been built,

(e) to facilitate the provision of extension services
to the pastoralists,

(f) to make sure that early warning studies have
been conducted regularly and relief assistance
has been dispatched to the area whenever there
is draught, the pasteralist area being vulnerable
to a recurrent draught;
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(g) to ensure that a research and study system has
been established in research and study centers
aimed at raising productivity of the livestock
of the pastoralists along with enabling the
benefit from agricultural products;

(h) to inhibit harmful traditional practices and

customs.

2). The Pastoralists Affairs Standing Committee shall
supervise the following government offices:

(a) Livestock, Dairy Products and Marketing
Development Authority and

(b) the Pastoralists Sectors Established in the
pertinent offices.

3) Having regard to the bodies specified in sub Article
(2) above and within the powers and duties
speciﬁcally given to them, the Committee shall
prepare draft bills and submit to the House, check,
supervise and investigate whenever deemed neces-

sary.

PART FOUR
Miscellaneous Provisions

33. Issuance of Regulations

The House may issue Regulations necessary for the
implementation of this proclamation .

34. Repealed Laws

The following laws are hereby repealed by this

proclamation,

1) the House of Peoples’ representatives Legislative
Procedure Proclamation No. 14/1996;

2) the House of Peoples representatives Legislative
Procedure (Amendment) Proclamation No. 33/
1996,

3) and other laws contrary to this proclamation.

35. Effective Date

This Proclamation shall enter into force as of the 23"
day of April, 2002.

Done at Addis Ababa, this 23" day of April, 2002.

GIRMA WOLDE GIORGIS
PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERAL
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF ETHIOFIA





