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;;tp~ eIITC ~lf]jclIjJl~jj PROCLAMATION NO. 533/7007

A PROCLAMATION ON BROADCASTING
.

SERVICEi1ft11C'~tJi1T n11:\~ftoT fmlll ncp1;

frfJC'~tJ{}+n11:\~fto+ h.1h:CD1l.1i1-: +?"UC+C;
foo1tC;~ TC'~t.?" ft~1trfJ O"'1~lrfJ ftn1~ n1C
Tftrl;tJlf -: "'110t.lfC; h.nCf01J.flf "h~1+ h~+~
01J.C; f 01J.6lil.m+ 000 If.,, !

WHEREAS, broadcasting service plays a
significant role in the political, economic and
social development of the country by providing
information, education and entertainment
programs to the public;

f'OC'~tJil+ n11:\~fto+ 0~1 oo1~P~ f+l;J1m.
UUJrfJr} 0." foo~ft7\ -: ool1{f"'1~7+ -: foo?"l1'-:

f 00 uo l1'C; f 001'\ flt\. +1 oow l;r If oorfJf. l' C;

"'''f.~: +~flt.1f ft"'1~l'1 h~+C;: 01J.C;
{}ft0It 6lil.m + ;

WHEREAS, broadcasting service plays a major
role in exercising' the basic constitutional rights
such as freedom of expression, access to
information and the right to elect and be elected;

WHEREAS, it is essential to ensure proper and
m'{}1 fn1C UrfJ+ flf"(J).1 f&..itr- qn1~ 0n'1f111. fair utilization of the limited radio wave wealth of~C; ~tmlf Olf., oo11~ 1'~?" I\~ ooCPft'1 the country;
"'1l:J11' 0"'1{}~ft1';

frfJC)~t){}r n11:\~fto+ Ooo{}m+ Pt. I\~WHEREAS, it has been found essential to clearly

f01J.()"'1?' ()$D1'1 oorfJ'rC; '1~;r 0'11:\t) oom()1 define the rights and obligations of persons who

n{}~I\'l. If'i Ooo17~; undertake broadcasting service;

.
"h.,ttu1 nl\"'1$D1' h~rfJ ft"'1~l{} OPt. I\~. WHEREAS, to these ends, it has become
fft(J)'1 frfJC'~tJ{}+ ~~ n+i'ii'ift ~"J oo+tJ+ necessary to revise the existing law on
n{}~I\'l. lfCf Ooo17~; broadcasting services;

Oh.+r-*'f k~t.1\1f .it tJOht.l\.flf tTrfJft.tJ ~1 NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with Article
oo1"JP'~ n1~?t' jl;(ji) oow!.+ f01J.h+ftm. 55(1) of the Constitution of the Federal
;r(J)';~.I:\:: Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, it is hereby

proclaimed as follows:

J"M. CP;J 6 40
Unit Price.

. ";J/."-" ;J'l.fI' 7'."1.<11'ji: it (i
Negarit G. P.O.Box 80001



rit?;ff.!JQ .~t.A ~;I(,'''' ;In."l cII'I'C. @i! th\/"o. n .,., li!fji! '}.\/"

~
m~""

i.. }16Jl'CCtJil

.eu ncp"f:"r1lC'~'1ilr n1A"/lrr ncp"f:~£f'C
~f«!jr/lfjfjfj" +1I1r fLm."il .(',rl\A::

I rC~D'l.

r ~ft- n1'11l (\.1\ rC1-9" rOtJ..f'ftmlD-'1Alf~
Oil+."C OtLu n'P"f: lD-il£f'!

lit "r t..ttr- qo1~" OIJftr Ol}ft9" r-tfbnoo'
'L.h.1i1 OIJ"IOC rt..ttr- ~111 oolPlr
ft1lC'~llilr n1A"/lrr r+oo~o rt..ttr-
qo1~ ~lD-!

, ~/ "r1lC'~llilr n1A"/lrr" OIJftr fh1l1l1
ftOIJil+OIJC: ftOIJ"lD~ lD,e9" ftOIJlICJCJr
rOtJ.hCJlD1 rt..ttr- lD,e9" r-tfbn. 1r1
/»C~r n1A "llrr ~lD-!

r/ "'1ftt.~~" OIJftr OtLu ncp"f: oolPlr
t.~ ~ r+ftmlD- ftlD- iLlf1 ,eu ncp"f:
hoo(D-flJi: Ot.r ~9"C' Ofh;J<f 0011~
r1lC' ~Ililr n1A "/lrr Oooilmr I\,e .f'ft
ftlD-19" ,e (;t).9" ~ A !

Q/ "TC'"/~9"" OIJftr 0~9"~ lD,e9" 09"ilA
lD,e9" OU-"i: +"'~'11lC' "OIJ"lD~: "OIJil
+ OIJC lD ,e 9" "OIJ 11CJCJr lD ,e 9" U-'" 19"
nllf. rOtJ.."c1I rTC'"/~9" /»C~r
~lD-!

~/ "OIJil;t'OJct.f'''OIJ"r o~$D":f-CJn1t\"/Irf."f-
h1.tt;t'lD~C; h1.tti'im- rOtJ.+I\"~ ooAo
hr ~lD-!

j/ "rSJDC6Til. lD'~ ~C OIJil;t'lDct.f''' OIJ"r
n1~ r T"1:'1 ~C"f:r lD,e9" oat
'f'lD~~t h~ft'1C; ~I\1i:1 "OIJfI+CPlD~
11H1I Oooht.A lD,e9" "ooht.A ~/;\
Ooo"/'1r Ot..ttr- lD,eSJD 0-tfbn.1r1
rOtJ..f'fI~"/llD' OIJfI;t'lDct.f' ~lD-!

%/ "OflT1ftC rOtJ.."c1I TC'"/~SJD" WJ"r
TC'"/~00'1 "OIJft~r.tbr 11H1I O"'£f';t'
lD,eSJD O+HCPCPt. r+ht."Or lD,eSJD

rh~.f' ~A r+1'1Or TC'"/~SJD ~lD'!

:t/ "rSJDC6Til.lD~r" OIJ"r rSJDC6Til.lD-~ ~C
0,e4. h+ ~oolOr .,.1 ~SJDC' ~SJD~
ooflmr hOtJ.~ooCOr"'1~:t ftl}r
Ot.r ~lfl .f'''lD' 1.tb ~lD'!

Federal Negarit Gazeta No. 39 23 July, 2007... Page 3634

PART ONE
GENERAL

1. Short Title

This Proclamation may be cited as the
"Broadcasting Service Proclamation' No.
533/2007" .

2. Definitions

In this Proclamation, unless the context
requires otherwise:

1/ "radio wave" means a radio wave assigned to
broadcasting service in accordance with the
radio regulations of the International
Telecommunication Union;

2/ "broadcasting servic'e" means a radio or
television transmisS'ion program
conducted to educate, inform or entertain
the public;

3/ "licensee" means a person licensed in
accordance with this Proclamation, and
includes a person lawfully engaged in
rendering broadcasting service before the
enactment of this Proclamation;

4/ "program" means voice or visual or
audiovisual arrangement transmitted to
inform, educate or entertain the public, or
an all inclusive transmission program;

5/ "Advertisement" means a message
transmitted to publicize and promote
sales of goods and services;

6/ "election campaign advertisement"
means a radio or television message
conveyed by a political organization or
candidate to publicize about himself and
his aspirations by paying or promising to
pay for.the announcement;

7/ "sponsored program" means a program
the transmission cost of which is paid
directly or indirectly or the payment of
which is promised;

8/ "election period" means the period
beginning from the official opening day of
a campaign until 48 hours before the
starting of voting day;
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9/ "publicbroadcasting service" means a radio or
television transmission service established,
for the purpose of educating, informing and
entertaining the public, in. the federal or a
regional state to which government budget is
allocated in full or in part and is accountable
to the Federal House of Peoples Represent-
atives or to Regional Councils;

10/ "commercial broadcasting service"
means a radio or television transmission
service established for profit by a legal
entity with the purpose of informing,
educating or entertaining the public;

11/ "community broadcasting service" means
a non-profit radio or television transm-
ission service established by the willand
interest of a community and Administered
and run by the community living in a
specific area or who possess a common
interest;

12/ "political organization" means a grouping
leg"allypromoting its political program;

13/ "applicant" means a person who fills and
submits an application form to the Authority as
indicated under Article 19(3) of this
Proclamation;

14/ "regional state" means any of the regional
states specified under Article 47(1) of the
Constitution of the Federal Democratic
Republic of Ethiopia and includes the Addis
Ababa and Dire Dawa city administrations;

15/ "national transmission" means a broadca-
sting 'service whose transm ission covers
more than one regional state;

16/ "regional transmission" means a broadca-
sting service whose transmission is
limited to one regional state only;

17/ "local transmission" means a broadcasting
service whose transmission is limited to one
wereda or one municipalityonly;

18/ "national program" means a program
prepared in Ethiopia by Ethiopians;

19/ "Ministry" and "Minister" means the
Ministry and Minister of Information,
respectively;



1i- ri'i.Uw} t..'o/rA ";.16'''' ;.IH.fJ! <II...C. wi! dt9"t\. H "") Ii!fji! '}.9"

t;l "h.1{}Th1'C" dlJftr flft~:PP.:r- .eU1
n'P"f:e; On'P;q: ooLPlr fa>m' y.1n:r-c;
0000ty~:r-1 nh-ol(J}- ooP~;r:f(J}-1
fOTL~lTJmC OflftPt\ITJ'" fl11f.ooY.-o
LP~1'C;: ~(J)-!

t; /if "f\(J)- " dIJ ftr rl' ~ l' C' f\ (J)- a>.e 9" O:n "?
ff\(J}-~r oo-or f1'f\ma>- nt"Jt\ ~(J}.::

'r.~

.eU n'P"f: Oh.rf'*' Y (J}-{}1' 01'**00- 0001DJ-
pr -: - 01DJ Y.' he; OdIJ10lf\-o f-oC' Y.'t"J{}T

n1t\DJIr-f"f ".e 1'~qOTL .eLfe;t\::

~. 00-}:-}:9"

/if f h. rf'*' Y f-oC' Y.'t"J{}r flftpt\fTJ1 (htlU
O:t" "flftpt\fTJ1" hf1'flft f~m~)
f:nDJ f\(J}'~r Yft(J}- ~fi-1 f~ft f t..Y.~t\
ooP/,Y (1r lYe;' Otlu n'P"f: 1'*~t1J.t\::

#

gf flftpt\fTJ't. 1'mt ~-I: ftOTL'l.{}1;t;..eLfe; t\::

~. 'Pe; ooPtf (1r

fflftpt\fTJ~- 'Pe; ooPtY (1r On)t{) Mlf1
Lfe;' h1Y.n{}~"1. ~-I: On1t-l: ndIJe;:fa>-9"
P~~ ~C161>t~ t\. e;'l(J}- .e :r-"t\::

I. q" dIJ

fflftpt\fTJ~' q"dIJ ftTft1:t"Jlf -: ftdIJ"In~lfe;
fth.J'1e;'OTLYlf oY.'1r n{}-t'P7\ ~ fOTLYY.C"? -:

l' ~ -I: f l' mn.,. -: .,. t\ fTJ4.CJ n {}l' dIJdIJ~
f-oC' Y.'t"J{}r n 1t\ "?IrT h 1)t{}4.4. dIJY.'l"?e;
oo~fTJmC .eLfe; t\::

~. pt\1TJ1e; 1'DJqc

flftp t\ ITJ~' fOTLh1'ft'T P t\ fTJ1e; 1'"lflC':r-
.e e;'t;.;r t\ !

/if f-oC' Y.'t"J{}r n1t\ "?lrr ftn1t-l: Tft1:
t"Jlf-: h.J'1e;'OTLYlfe;. dlJ1n~lf OY.'1T
,t10.a>.1 n{}1'CP7\~ t\.ynlhr nOTL:r-t\
oot\h- 00t"J~~ 1 Yl;J"?fTJt\!

Fedenil Negarit Gazeta No. 39 23 July, 2007... Page 3636

20/ "inspector" means a person assigned by the
Authority to supervise the proper observance,
by licensees, of the ,provisions of this
Proclamation and regulations and directives
issued hereunder;

21/ "person" means a physical or juridical
person,

3. Scope of Application

This Proclamation shall be applicable to
government, commercial and community
broadcasting services established within Ethiopia.

PART TWO
Broadcasting Authority

4. Establishment

1/ The Ethiopian Broadcasting.. Authority
(hereinafter "the Authority") is hereby

. established as an autonomous federal
agency having its own legal personality.

2/ The 'Authority shall be accountable to the
Ministry.

5. Head Office

The Authority shall have its head office in
Addis Ababa and may establish brartch
offices elsewhere as may be necessary.

6. Objectives

The objectives of the Authority shall be to ensure
the expansion of a high standard, prompt and
reliable broadcasting service that can contribute to
political, social and economic development and to
regulate same.

.

7. Powers and Duties

The Authority shall have the powers and
duties to:

1/ ensure that the broadcasting service is
conducted in such a manner that contributes
to the proper social, economic, political and
cultural development of the country;
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L./ ISSUe, suspena ana cancel oroaacasling
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4/ riAtArm i

. .
service as well

5/ control illegal transmissions;
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. -services; compile and maintain informatior
related to the services; .
prescribe technical standards for differenl

prescribe st

LV IIIII"'VI
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0/ decide on complaints arising in relation tc
broadcasting services;

Goven

on matters relatea to oroaacastlng services
follow up the implementation of internationa
agreements on broadcasting services tc
which the country is a party;

castinq service:

3/ pay the appropriate tee tor the radio waVE
alloc-+-,..J L-.."4-h- "_r"\"'-~t"'\_,...1 _~"'''''H'"\'

4/ own property, enter Into contracts, SUE
and be sued in its own name;

nprfnrm nthpr ;:Ir.t~ ;:I~ ;:IrA rpnllirArl fnr thF



.)) !.Il.~.{~~'~ 6o~vC"""'\ '"JC~.'- .-.IIL--' ~.'-L.. -::~ 017 Ib .:..!t ~. I ""'~J..!~ -'.7

I F6\III-r {\',t;I"-

.u tJ\fT]~ :

lC.(' :
-- ---~--

!-./ "'-".,.'" T-. ~}J(OllTl.' n-.
Q/ hfl&.l\t LPt.+'lf'i':
-,...,.. .

""-

'jj.~

fl / nc ~ (}oo'}"]Pr fDTLm()'} ~Ff'C
fl\:fm. h'll\r f,C:~;rtJ\::

:;::I 1"11.

'"
VUI,..I-I ~u IV"..

r n C~. T m t ., -r t\ tPJl't:t- OJ~.f' 0Jf.I,;l't -f; C

.elft;t\::

.

YI "J. , 6\ III ,., 'T"-/'IL.

~c.;'s.;t'6\ !

Ptr~'f' UIlf\~'1T ~<plllmtr6\!

II.r.T "''''r.U''''- r ~{r n ''rll:rlb vI" l.'"
f, 100 "] CTrJtJ\ r

fl f,U'} hCP~ flUIJfI&.fJr fDTLmm, oooot,
r ?Ji''} oocrc: h '}-'tfJ.('~ flDTL'tfli:?
r~c'ltJ\r

M1~;r?J~~
i''} hflootJ\hf. l1ih110' (}~lO' ~t.;r?J""
(}'h'lm. (f)'~'1.?Ji' I\f, fDTL~C()' ho.i;
;r ?J:r,'} ooClJUtU P_mhC:l't.;

£1 tu'} ncp;e; ntJ.X~9u (Ju'LootHl1' (Ju'L<f>C
fir 'fTILt'l. 1.~r-:r. I\f, f,ooht.tJ\:
,}~h,,]'l()' f,mflc; tJ\:: '

l'\i;;OU""lal 1'I\i;;Oc;alll \JaL\i;;OLa !'IV. J7 _..,
"""'J,

, ... .
""0'"

~........

VI~CllliLCU.IVII YI Lilt:: /,,\ULIIVIILY

The Authority shall have:

11 a Board:

31 a Deputy Director General; and
41 the necl '
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~. Mp-mhp-r~ of thp- RO::l

11 The number of members of the board
shall be determined by the Government.

rent institutions and parts
shall be appointed by the G

.
'"

,.
'I "

') I T""~ I""\;~~~~~

.. The Board shall be accountable to the Ministry.

Iwers and Duties of the Board

The 1:30ardshall have the powers and duties

1/ nVF~r~p.F

AUthOrity;

21 review the annual work programs and

the Au

3/ reView and submit to the Ministry, tor Its
approval, directives to be issued for the
implementation of this Proclamation;
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the basis of public complaints;

.
"

I I I
'decide on policy matters pertaining to the

implementation of this Proclamation.
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11, Meetings of the Board

1/ The Board shall meet once every month;
provided, however, that it may convene
at any time when 'called by the
chairperson.

2/ There shall be a quorum where more
than half of the members are present at a
meeting of the Board.

3/ Decisions of the Board shall be passed
by majority votes; in case of a tie, the

. chairperson shall have a casting vote.

4/ Without prejudice to the provisions of this
Article, the board may adopt its own rules
of procedure.

12. Director General of the Authority

1/ The Director General of the Authority
. shall be appointed by the Government
upon recommendation by the Minister.

2/ The. Director General shall be the chief
executive of the Authority and, subject to
the general directives of the Board, shall
direct and administer the activities of the
Authority.

3/ Without limiting the generality of the
provisions of sub-article (2) of this Article,
the Director General shall:

a) exercise the powers and duties of the
Authority stated under Article lof this
Proclamation;

b) employ and administer employees of
the Authority in accordance with
directives to be approved by the
Government following. the basic
principles of the federal civil service
laws;

c) prepare and submit to the Board the
work program and budget of the
Authority, and implement same when
approved by the appropriate organ;

d) effect expenditure in accordance with
the work program and budget of the
Authority;



,

rftH~ t...YolrA ";16'-'" .:JlttTl 4t'l'C. rJHj m~1\, lZ "") IMf1M ~.9"

lP) hy.'ft+~ 0)1c;>:r- ;JC OD'l..l'.l1' '11~
~.f:y- 0-1\' '11\.P-'t\ffI~1 ,emhl\t\ i

l) f'1I\.P-'t\fTI"-1 f.P-'1r h1~ft:pnS

f'L~-n tTC* nH;J~.f I\nc~
1'~C'1t\i

fD'l."'m-*1 fbl\""f +'1 '1C':r-l\) onc~
1'ht]m-c; t\::

Q1 cPt]m- ~,e ~ h+ C 1\'11\.P-'t\ fTI.,. /» Ir :t>t\
~~t] OD'l.1'ft~t\ '1m- oom1 .P-'t\fTl1t]

j' '1'1 <-'1 0 h b. t\ 1\'11\.P-' t\ fTI.,- fbl\" :y- ~1\

b.fIJ:Y-t] lPlr+7f:r- fL1'ft+I\t\~ ,e"fl\t\::

Ir.

li1 ?"h*t\ CPt] ~,e~h+<-' OD'l.'z.ft*<-.
n:t>lrfi.~* O001'1.P-'* ,ei'i«rJt\::

fl ?"h*t\ CPt] ~,e~h+<-' hCPt]m- ~,e~h+C
OD'l."'mm- oooot1' oolPl*:

-c

U) O.P-'<-' f+00.l'.OI\*1 f.P-'1r
,eoolrt\: 1'ft+'1-nIrt\ i

HC~

1\) OCPt] ~,e~h+<-' fD'l."'m-*1 fbl\":Y-
+'1'1C':r- 1'ht] m-c; t\::

Ii. n 1: t.

f '11\.P-' t\ fTI.,.

,erYt] t\::
O001'1ft*O~* fD'l.oo.l'.-n

1 ~. (aI\'V\ 1) 00 tf'11l1:

lil '1l\ftt\fTI~- f+UJ.I\t] *hhl\~ frY.,- f'L~-n
0011'1-n* ,e,e11t\::

fll f'1I\.P-'t\fTI~- f'L ~-n 0011'1-n*t] '11H-n ~h
...~p.:y- flCPt]m- ~-'t+C m,e?" cpC;m-
~-'t +C 0D'l ,e 00m- ~-'t +C Ofnooi:
,eooloolrft-: :

.h~t\ y.'l.l.t
f -nC'1: I"JCl.T n '1l\ '11\"1' ~!P 1:

"i!.,. f-n

lil f-nC'1:I"Jft* n'1t\'1I\"* l},e~.f:r- f001
'1.P-'*: f1'11:t] f«rJ"IOl n ,erYt]I\-::

Federal Negarit Gazeta No. 39 364023 July, 2007... Page

e) represent the Authority in all its
dealings with third parties;

f) prepare and submit to the Board the
activity and financial reports of the
Authority;

g) perform such other duties as may be
assigned to him by the Board.

4/ The Director General may delegate part of his
powers and duties to other officials and
employees of the Authority to the extent
necessary for the efficient performance of the
activities. of the Authority.

.

13. Deputy Director General of the Authority

1/ The Deputy Director General shall be
appointed by the Government upon
recommendation by the Minister.

2/ The Deputy Director General shall,
subject. to the directives of the Director

. General:

a) direct and co-ordinate units placec
.under his supervision; and

b) perform other activities assigned tc
hi'm by the Director General.

14. Budget

. The budget of the Authority shall be allocatee
to it by the Government.

15. Books of Accounts

1/ The Authority shall keep complete an<
accurate books of accounts.

2/ The accounts and financial documents c
the Authority shall be audited annually b'
the Auditor General or an audita
assigned by him.

PART THREE
BROADCASTING SERVICE LICENSES

16. Categories of Broadcasting Services

1/ Categories of broadcasting services shall b
public, commercial and communi'
broadcasting services.
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2/ Any public broadcasting service shall:

a) enhance the participation of the public
through the presentat~on of government
policies and strategies as well as
activities related to development,
democracy and good governance;

b) present programs which inform,
educate and entertain the public;

c) present programs which reflect unity
of peoples based on equality;

d) promote and enhance the cultures
and artistic values of the public;

e) serve political parties operating in
accordance with the Constitution and
the electoral laws of the country on
the basis of fair and just treatment.

3/ Notwithstanding its profit-making object-
tive, any commercial broadcasting
service shall:
a) provide eq:ual treatment to any

community in its license area;

b) transmission. of its programs shall
cover the whole area of its license;

c) include regional and national news in
its programs.

d) Submit to r~gister the license given
by the authority to the Ministry of
Trade and Industry or to the Regional
Trade and Industry Bureau.

4/ .Any community broadcasting service
shall:

a) carry out its activities based on the needs of
the community regarding development,
education and good governance;

b) promote and develop the language,
culture and artistic value of the
community;

c) allow the participation of the
members of the community in the
preparation of its programs;
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d) transmit programs on issues involving the
common interests of the community that
couid not get coverage by other
broadcasting services;

e) utilize the income derived from
different sources for the operation of
the broadcasting station;

f) provide community centered informative
and entertaining programs to promote the
information culture and knowledge of the,
community.

17. Categories of Broadcasting Service Licenses

1. Categories of broadcasting
licenses shall be the following:

service

al terrestrial to air free radio broad-
casting service;

bl terrestrial to air freetelevision broad-
casting service;

cl satellite ratlio broadcasting service;

dl satellite
service;

television broadcasting

el Satellite broadcasing service
provided to customers for fee;

fl receiving and broadcasting forergn
programs to customers for fee;

gl cable television broadcasting service
provided to c'ustomers for fee;

hI other broadcasting services to be
prescribed by the Authority.

18. Requirement of License

1I No person may undertake broadcasting
service without obtaining a broadcasting
service license from the Authority.

21 A broadcasting service licensee may not
operate more than one broadcasting
station with one license.
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19. Invitation to Applicants

11 The Authority shall invite applicants by a notice
published in a newspaper having a wide circulation
or communicated by other mass media.

2/ The notice shall disclose the category of
broadcasting service for which the license is
intended to be issued, the license area, the
radio wave available, time and place of
submissiQn of the application, the license fee
and other necessary information.

3/ A person who intends to obtain a license for
broadcasting service shall fill and submit the
application form prepared by the Authority
within the time specified in the notice issued
in accordance with this Article.

4/ Notwithstanding the provisions of sub-
articles (1)-(3) of this Article, an applicant for
a public broadcasting and community
broadcasting service license may apply at any

. time to the Authority.

20. Unacceptable Application

Any application may be rejected, without going
into detail screening, if the applicant:

1/ fails to produce legal evidence to ascertain its
financial capacity and source of financing;

. 2/ fails to produce detail project proposal; or

3/ is a body that may not be entitled to a license
as provided for' in Article 23 of this
Proclamation.

21. Criteria for Issuance of License

1/ The Authority shall set criteria that enable icfo
evaluate the capability of applicants.

2/ The criteria to be set by the Authority shall
include the following:

a) the reliability and sufficiency of the
applicant's financial sources to run the
serVlce~

b) the capability of equipments and
technologies, listed in the applicant's project
proposal, to render the service; ",,----
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c) the applicant's organizational capacity,
knowledge and experience to render the
serVIce;

d) the contents of the program submitted by
the applicant and social needs covered by
the program;

1/ The Authority shall, upon examining in
accordance with Articles 20 and 21 of this
Proclamation, decide on the application submitted
to it under Article 19(3) of this Proclamation.

2/ Where the Authority decides not to issue a
license, it shall communicate to the applicant
the reasons thereof.

3/, Any applicant who is denied a license may
. appeal to the Board within 14 days from the

date of the decision. The Board shall give its
decision within 20 days~Jrom receipt of the
appeal. '

4/ An applicant whose application has been accepted
shall be issued with a certificate of license upon
signing a license agreement prepared by the
Authority to provide for the terms and condition 'of
the license and upon payment of the required
license fee.

23. Bodies not to be issued with Licenses

The following bodies, may not be issued with
broadcasting service licenses:

1/ a body that is not conferred with a legal
,

personality;

2/ without prejudice to the provisions of other
laws regarding foreign nationals of Ethiopian
origin, an organization:

a) not incorporated in Ethiopia; or

b) in which its capital or its management control
is held by foreign nationals;

3/ an organization of a political organization or 01
which a political organization is a shareholder or a
member of a political organization's supreme
leadership is a shareholder or member of its
management at any level;
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4/ a religious organization;

5/ an organization of which its owner or any of its
owners or a member of its management is
convicted of a serious crime or, by decision of
a court" is deprived of exercising his civil or

,

political rights or has fully or partially lost his
legal capacity;

6/ an organization of which more than 50% of its
capital is held by another organization which
carries on t~e business of printed press or
news agency or a person that owns more than
20% of the capital of such organization;

7/ an organization applying for a television
broadcasting service license while
already having a license for television
broadcasting service or more than one
license for radio broadcasting service;

8/ an organization applying for a radio
broadcasting servic~license while having
a license for radio broadcasting service in
the same license area or two licenses in
different license areas.

24. Validity Period of Broadcasting Service
Licenses

The validity period of broadcasting service
licenses shall be as follows:

. .
,1/ where the transmission is at the national

level, 8 years for radio, 10 years for
television;

2/ where the transmission is limited to a
regional state, 10 years for radio, 12
years for television;

'3/ where the transmission is limited to local
level, 12 years for radio, 14 years for
television;

4/ where the transmission is limited to Dire
Dawa, 10 years for radio, 12 years for
television;

5/ where the transmission is limited to Addis
Ababa and its surroundings, 6 years for
radio and 8 years for television;

6/ for community broadcasting service 5
years;

7/ for short-term community broadcasting
service not more than 1 year.
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25. Renewal of License

1/ .The broadcasting service licensee shall fill
and submit the license rene.waIform prepared
by the Authority not earlier than 1 year and
not later than 6 months before the expiry of
the validity period of the license.

2/ Before renewing the license, the
Authority shall ascertain that the radio
wave is not required for another purpose.

3/ The Authority shall ascertain that the service
rendered by the licensee during the validity
period of license was acceptable to the
community and it had no records of repeated
complaints brought against it.

4/ The validity period of a renewed broadcasting
service license sh~1I be determined by the
Authority.

26. Expansion License

1/ . Any broadcasting service licensee shall obtain
an expansion license from the Authority when
it intends to provide additional broadcasting
service, upgrade the capacity of the station or
to make technological changes and upgrade
the capacity of the transmitter.

2/ When a broadcasting service licensee
requests a new radio wave to cover othel
areas outside of its license area, the
Authority shall, before granting the
expansion license, ascertain:

a) that the requested additional wave is
not held by another broadcasting
service; and

b) the need of the community of the area
which the license is requested.

3/ When a broadcasting service licensee
requests a technological expansion license for
the radio wave licensed earlier, the Authority
sha!1 ascertain that the equipments proposed
are- compatible with the expansion plan of the
service.

27. License and Annual Fee

1/ Any broadcasting' service licensee shall pay
license fee, annual fee and license renewal
fee, as reviewed and determined from time to
time by the Authority.
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2/ Where the broadcasting service annual fee is
not paid within 60 days after the end of the
Government fiscal year, a penalty of 5% shall
be added for each month of delay; provided,
however, that the total am°l!nt of penalty shall
not exceed 50% of the license fee.

28. Suspension of License

1/ Without prejudice to Article 29 of this
Proclamation, the Authority may suspend
a broadcasting service license where the
licensee violates the provisions of this
Proclamation.

2/ The decision of suspension made in
ac~ordance with sub-article (1) of this Article
shall be served to the licensee stating, in
writing, the reasons thereto and the effective
date of the suspension.

3/ The licensee may, where it is aggrieved by
the suspension, submit its grievance to the
j30ard within 14 days from the date of receipt
of the suspension order. The Board shall give
its decision within 30 days from the date of
receipt of the grievance.

29. Revocation of License

1/ A broadcasting service license may be
revoked by the Authority on anyone of the.
folloV\ling grounds:

a) where it is confirmed that the licensee
has failed to commence transmission
within one year from the date of obtaining
the license;

b) where it is confirmed that the license
is obtained by fraudulent means;

c) where the broadcasting station
suspends its transmission for more
than one month without good cause;

d) where a court orders the closure of
. the station;

e) where the licensee, by its own
initiative, stops the service;

f) where the provisions of Article 30(4)
of this Proclamation are violated;

g) where the licensee fails to discharge its
obligations under Article 27 of this
Proclamation.
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2/ Where a broadcasting service licensee is
aggrieved by the decision of the Authority, it
may submit its grievance to the Board within
14 days from the date of receipt of the
decision. The Board shall give its decision
within 30 days from submission of the
grievance.

3/ Where the Authority confirms the existence of
force majeure which hindered a broadcasting
service licensee from commencing trans-
mission within the period referred to in sub-
artic,le 1(a) of this Article, It may allow
additional time, not exceeding six months, for
commencement of the transmission.

PART FOUR
TRANSMISSIONS OF PROGRAMS BY

BROADCASTING SERVICE LICENSEES

30. General

1/ Any program to se transmitted shall
reflect different and balanced viewpoints
to serve the public at large.

2/ The accuracy of the content and source
of any.program to be transmitted shall be
ascertained.

3/ Every news shall be impartial, accurate
and balanced.

4/ Any program intended for transmission
may not:

a) violate the dignity and personal liberty of
mankind or the rules of good behavior or
undermine the be.lief of others;

b) commit a criminal offense against the
security of the State, theconstitut-
ionally established government
administration or the defense force of
the country;

c) maliciously accuse or defame indivi-
duals, nation/nationalities, peoples or
organizations;

d) cause dissension among national-
ities or instigate dissension among
peoples; or

e) incite war.
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31. Protecting the Well-being of Children

1/ radio or television transmission programs that
may corrupt the outlook of children or harm
their feelings and thinking Qr encourage them
to undesirable behavior shall not be
transmitted at hours during which children
normally watch or listen to such programs.

2/ Children are presumed not to listen or
watch to radio or television transrnissions
from 11:00 o'clock in the evenings up to
5:00 o'clock in the morning.
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1/ Any national transmission program shall
allocate at least 60% of its weekly
transmissions to national programs.

2/ Any regional transmission program shall
allocate at least 60% of its weekly
.transmissions to programs that relate to
regional affairs.

.

3/ Any local transmission program shall allocate
at least 60% of its weekly transmissions to
programs that relate to the local affairs.

33. Advertisements

1/ Any advertisement shall be transmitted in
a manner that clearly differentiates it from
other programs. It shall not also affect the
contents of other programs.

2/ Commercial advertisement shall be
truthful;. not misleading and publicize
lawful trade activities.

3/ The transmission of malicious or
undermining advertisement on the
products or services of others shall be
prohibited.

4/ Broadcasting advertisement by interrupting
any program the transmission time of which is
n'ot more than 20 minutes or children's
program shall be prohibited.

34. Prohibited Advertisements

Broadcasting the following advertisements
shall be prohibited:
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1/ Any advertisement that violetes gender
equality and that disregards the dignity and
human rights of women

21 cigarette and cigarette related advertis-
ements;

,

31 advertisements related to narcotic drugs;

41 advertisements of liquors with more thar
12% alcoholic contents'

. '

51 advertisements that encourage users to
buy medicine that cannot be administered
without medical prescription;

61 other advertisements prohibited by law.

35. Allocation of Advertisement Period

Unt~ss it is an advertisement broadcasting
station, any broadcasting station shall not
allqcate more than 20% of its daily
transmission or in a particular programme
time for advertisements.

.

36. Sponsored Program

1I The content and timetable of a
sponsored program shall not fall under
the influence of the sponsor. In particular,
a sponsored program shall not agitate
the sale or hire of the sponsor's products
or services. '

21 Persons who produce or sell goods or
render services whose advertisement is
prohibited by law shall not be sponsors.

31 Unless otherwise agreed between the
sponsor and the station, other
commercial advertisements may not be
transmitted by interrupting sponsored
programs.

41 The name ofth.e sponsor shall be
announced at least at the beginning and
end of every sponsored program.
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PART FIVE
OBLIGATIONS OF LICENSEES

Notification of Responsibl~ Person

1/ A broadcasting service licensee shall notif)
the Authority the person who has beer
assigned to be responsible for thE
transmission of program- II\/L.._M ~-

Dersons have been

shall be clearly defined.

2/ The provisions of sub-art"

responsibilities.

38. Keecina of Proaram Records

1/ A broadcasting service licensee shall keE
the record of every transmitted prograr
including news,. for 30 days. Where tt
program contains a previously recordE.
program or film, such program or film shall t. I . I' I. I . I 'I .

I
.- ....-

. ~

program before the expiry of the tirr
limit specified in sub-article (1) of th
Article, the record shall be kept until t~
case is decided in accordance with t~
appropriate law

, ~

inspection or to investigate a complail
lodged against it, the licensee shall, at i
own expense, 'provide a copy of tr
program to the Authority or to the orga
authorized by law to adjudicate the case

oviding Information "-

v hrn;:!rlr.;:!~

of every transmission. The producer of tt
program shall also be mentioned by name at tt
beginning or end of the program.
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41. Transmission of Emergencv Governmen1
Statements

1/ Any broadcasting service licensee shal
transmit, free of charge, .emergency statem-
ents given by the federal or a regional state
government due to the occurrence of ar
incident that endangers the constitutiona
order of the country, a natural disaster or ar
epidemic that threatens public health.

2/ Without prejudice to the provisions of sub
article (1) of this Article, the right of thE
broadcasting service licensee to demanc
payment when transmitting other govern
mental statements shall be respected.

42. Duty to Respect the Right to Reply

1/ Any broadcasting service licensee sha
respect the right of a person to give repl:
concerning an issue when he alleges that,
transmitted program has encroached on hi
right or failed to be presented properly.

2/ The broadcasting service licensee sha
clearly transmit the reply at a proportionc:
and similar time.

43. Transmission of Election Period Statements

1/ Any broadcasting service licensee sha
allocate free airtime for political organization
and candidates registered in accordance wit
the relevant law, to publicize their objective
and programs to the people or to transIT
statements during election period. Th
implementation of this provision shall b
determined by directives to be issued by th
Authority.

.

2/ Without prejudice to sub-article (1) of th
Article, any political organization c
candidate may transmitelectio
campaign advertisement.

3/ The fee to be charged for electic
campaign advertisement may not excee
the fee charged for commerci
advertisements.

4/ The political organization or candida
provided with air time shall t
responsible for the legality of the progra,
or statement transmitted.
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PART SIX
IUII~("I:I I A~I

er of Inspection

-he Authority may assign inspectors to
msurethe compliance of provisions of. this
'roclamation and its decisions rendered in
Iccordance with this Proclamation. .

\n Inspector asslgnea In accoraance With
;ub-article (1) of this Article sha!1 have
he power. to enter and inspect a
)roadcasting service organization during
lIIorkina hnur!=\

'),1 Thp. in!=\np.r.tnr m~v in thp. r.nIJr!=\p. n1

. . ~
Istruments, refer to relevant docum~nts,

demanda copy thereof.

, the inspector enters into the inspection
L

-

_L _II _L
-~ L!- !~I L!.L

'LY

mishable with more severe penalty under
, I - . r , 0', ..

, .....

)unishablewith a fine not less than Birr50,OOO
lot exceeding Birr100,OOO;

.Article (1), (2) or (3) of Article 30 of
Proclamation shall be punishable
a fine not less than Birr1A,000 and

~xceeding BirrSq,OOO;

lunishable with a fine not less than
lirr1 0,000 and not exceeding Birr2S,000;

shall be punishable with a fine not less
than Birr20,000 and not exceeding
~.

30,000;

or .Jo. UI UlI~ t""IUl,;IClIIICllIUII ~nClII U~ YIV~II CI

warning in writing for the first violation, and. .
:>unishable with a fine not less than
,ODD and not exceeding Birr10,000 for
'"'''''1''''\''' \li"l""fi", ".
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6/ Article 37 or 39 of this Proclamation shall be
given awarning in writing for the first violation,
and be punishable with a fine not less than
Birr5,OOO and not exceeding Birr15,OOO for
the second violation;

7/ Article 39 or 43 of this Proclamation shall be
punishable with a fine not less than
Birr20,OOOand not exceeding Birr50,OOO.

46. Confiscation

The property of a person used for broadcasting
shall, in addition to the principal penalty, be
confiscated if that person is found, in accordance
with the provisions of the relevant criminal law,
guilty of violating the provision of Article 30(4) of
this Proclamation.

47. Power to issue Regulations and Directives

The Council of Ministers and the Ministry may,
respectively, issue regulations and directives
necessary for the proper implementation of this
Proclamation.

rl1e'~~llr nCP~ ~1'C lii!'tfli!X1li OtLu 48. Repeal
nCP~ '''7i~t.\::

The Broadcasting Proclamation No. 178/1999
!iifj, r "f ih1:'f +&.~ ~r is hereby repealed.
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49. Applicability of Other taws

1/ Without prejudice to the provisions of this
Proclamation, the relevant provisions of the
Press Proclamation No. 34/1992, with the
exception of Article 7 and 13 thereof, shall be
applicable to broadcasting services.

2/ No law shall, in so far as it is inconsistent
with the provisions of this Proclamation,
be applicable to matters provided for by
this Proclamation.

50. Effective date

This Proclamation shall come in to force up or
Publication in the Federal Negarit Gazeta.

Done at Addis Ababa, this 23 day of July, 2007

GIRMA WOLDEGIORGIS
PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERA

DEMOCRA TICREPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA
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