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Council of Ministers Regulation No. 158/2008

COUNCIL OF MINISTERS REGULATION TO
ESTABLISH GOVERNMENT COMMUNICATION
AFFAIRS OFFICE

This Regulation is issued by the Council of Ministers
pursuant to Article 5 and 34 of the Definition of the
Executive Organs of the Federal Democratic Republic of
Ethiopia Proclamation No. 471/2005 (as amended by
Proclamation No. 603/2008).

1. Short Title

This Regulation may. be cited as the "Government
Communication  Affairs Office Establishment
Council of Ministers Regulation No. 158/2008".

2. Establishment

1/ The Government Communication Affairs Office
(hereinafter the "Office") is hereby established
as an autonomous federal executive organ
having its own juridical personality.

2/  The Office shall be accountable to the Prime
Minister.

3. Head Office

The Office shall have its head office in Addis Ababa
and may have branches elsewhere as may be
necessary.
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4.

Objectives

The objectives of the Office shall be to play a

leading role in the government information and

communication.system and thereby:

1/

2/

3/

4/

5/

6/

7/

ensure smooth flow of information between the
Government and the public and facilitate the
process of building a society enriched with
information and actively participate in the
country's affairs and, in particular, facilitate the
creation of equal opportunities for peoples and
sectors of the society that need special support
in accessing government information;

enhance the responsiveness of the Government
to the needs of the society through maintaining
an efficient and effective communication and
information system that serve government
organs and the public sector as a whole;

promote awareness of the opportunities that the
developmental democratic system has brought
to the country, and how to fully access them;

create  national
principles and values of the -constitutional
framework as well as the national interests of
the country;

consensus on the basic

assist the international community, with a view
to develop its goodwill towards the country, to
properly understand the historical heritages and
cultural values of the country as well as the new
reality emerging from the ongoing changes;

create awareness of the participation of the
country in continental and sub-continental
organizations and institutions established to
promote common goals, and the efforts and achieve-
ments of the organizations and institutions in
realizing the renaissance of Africa; and

promote the expansion of modern, accessible
and diverse media.

Powers and Duties

The Office shall have the powers and duties to:

1/

2/

3/

provide leadership in government communi-
cation and create a system to ensure better
performance of the sector;

set directions for public relation activities of
federal government offices and coordinate their
executions;

undertake capacity building activities for public
relations officers of federal government offices
and provide general guidelines for their

deployment and promotion;
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4/ serve as the main source of government
information in addition to acting as government
spokesperson; record government statements
and disseminate them through various means,
and present the stand of the government on
national and international issues;

5/ coordinate the content and execution of
government communication programmes;

6/ monitor domestic and international media
reporting and collect public opinion, and
analyze and disseminate the same to the
concerned bodies;

7/ organize and coordinate public fora to create
awareness and transparency on government
policies and various national issues;

8/ facilitate conditions for senior government
officials to address communities in person, and
to visit institutions and observe events and
accomplishments;

9/ establish a system of strong working relations
with communicators deployed in regions, and
provide support in building their capacity;

10/ provide government website services;

11/ produce various press and audio-video
matefials, and undertake the activities of, and
provide consultancy services on photography,
audio-video recordings and the design of logos
and printed materials when requested by
government offices;

12/ provide, from time to time, briefings to
domestic and foreign correspondents; issue
permits to foreign correspondents stationed in

- Ethiopia either temporarily or permanently;

13/ in collaboration with the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, provide, from time to time, briefings to
foreign diplomatic corps in Ethiopia;

14/ provide adequate information on the true image
of the country to be seen by the outside world,
and combat misinformation campaigns against
Ethiopia;

15/ build a framework of communication partnership,
among the concemed governmental and non-
governmental  stakeholders, based on an
encompassing vision around common objectives;

16/ create enabling conditions for the development
of media infrastructure and the expansion of
media supported by qualified professionals and
based on the country's diversity;

17/ undertake studies and research on communi-
cation, information and media;
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18/ collect fees, as may be necessary and in
accordance with the law, for the services it
provides;

19/ own property, enter into contracts and sue and
be sued in its own name;

20/ undertake other activities that are conducive for
the attainment of its objectives.

Governance

The Office shall be headed by a Minister and shall
have the necessary organizational structure and
staff.

Powers and Duties of the Minister

1/ The Minister shall direct and coordinate the
activities of the Office.

2/ Without limiting the generality of sub-article
(1) of this Article, the Minister shall:

a) exercise the powers and duties of the
Office stated under Article 5 of this
Regulation;

b) ensure that the employment and
administration of employees of the Office
as well as public relation officers of federal
government offices shall be executed in
accordance with directives to be approved
by the Government following the basic
principles of the federal civil service.laws;

c) cause the preparation of activity plans and
budgets of the Office and ensure the
implementation of the same upon approval;

d) represent the Office in all its dealings with
third parties;

e) ensure the preparation of reports on the
operations of the Office and submission of
the same to the appropriate organs.

3/ The Minister may delegate part of his powers
and duties to officials and the staff of the Office

to extent necessary for efficient operations of
the Office.

Budget

The budget of the Office shall be allocated by the
Government.

Books of Accounts

1/ The Office shall keep complete and accurate
books of accounts.

2/ The books of accounts and financial documents
of the Office shall be audited annually by the
Auditor General or by an auditor assigned by him.
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10. Transfer of Rights and Obligations

11.

12.

The rights and obligations of the Ministry of
Information are hereby transferred to the Office.

Transitory Provisions

1/ Without prejudice to sub-article (12) of Article
5 of this Regulation, regulatory powers given to
the Ministry of Information with respect to
press are hereby vested in the Ethiopian
Broadcasting Authority.

2/ The Ethiopian Broadcasting Authority shall be
accountable to the Prime Minister.
Effective Date

This Regulation shall enter into force on the 19" day

of December, 2008.

Done at Addis Ababa, this 1% day of January, 2009.

MELES ZENAWI

PRIME MINISTER OF THE FEDERAL
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA
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