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Regulation No. 294/2013
Tourism Transformation Council and Ethiopian
Tourism Organization Establishment Council of
Ministers Regulation .........c.ccoeeneeen Page 7074

COUNCIL OF MINISTERS REGULATION TO ESTABLISH
THE TOURISM TRANSFORMATION COUNCIL AND
THE ETHIOPIAN TOURISM ORGANIZATION
This Regulation is issued by the Council of Ministers
pursuant to Article 5 and Article 35 of the Definition of
Powers and Duties of the Executive Organs of the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia Proclamation No.

691/2010 (as amended).
PART ONE
GENERAL
1. Short Title
This Regulation may be cited as the “Tourism
Transformation Council and Ethiopian Tourism
Organization Establishment Council of Ministers
Regulation No. 294/2013”.
2. Definitions .
In this Regulation unless the context otherwise
‘ requires:

1/ “tourist” means a person who travels into any part
of the country from his regular home for vacation,
recreation, visiting relatives or friends, meeting,
conference, study and research, accomplishing
religious obligations, attending sport events or
for any other purpose and stays at a destination
for no more than one year;

2/ “tourism” means economic and social occurrences
that result from interactions of travel, tour and
stay activities of tourists;

3/ “tourism development” means sustainable
development and conservation activities in an
attempt to promote economic and social
significances of cultural values, historic and
natural assets and building up new and
enhancement of existing tourist destinations found
in any part of the country;
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the country’s tourism benefits by way of
organizing and analyzing data pertinent to
tourist attractions, tourist destinations, tourist
products and services on the basis of study of

. international and  domestic  tourists’
expectations, and by way of tourist
facilitation activities and extensive promotion
and sales of tourism resources;

5/ “tourism actors” means players of the tourism
sector including government bodies, the
private sector, the community and the tourist;

6/ “tourist information - centre” means an
establishment that organizes information vital
to tourists to travel into the country and entice
them to stay longer and provides directly to
its visiting enquirers virtually and through
telephone, fax, e-mail and other similar ways;

7/ “Ministry” or “Minister” means the Ministry
or * Minister of Culture and Tourism,
respectively; :

8/ “region” means any state referred to in
Article 47(1) of the Constitution of the
Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia and
includes the Addis Ababa and Dire Dawa city
administrations;

9/ any expression in the masculine gender
includes the feminine.

PART TWO
TOURISM TRANSFORMATION COUNCIL

Establishment

The Tourism Transformation Council (hereinafte
“the Council”) is hereby established.

4. Members of the Council

1/° The Council shall have the following members:
a) the Prime Minister ................. Chairperson;
b) the Minister ............ Deputy Chairperson;

¢) the Chairperson of Tourism Board ... member;
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d) ministers heading relevant ministries to be
designated by the Chairperson, presidents of

regions, and mayors of Addis Ababa and

Dire Dawa cities .................... members;
e) Chief Executive Officer of the Ethiopian
L0 R SRR R g

f) President of Tour Operators Association
RERHHODIE i i e o v vin oo dRICIRDET;
g) President of Hotel and Restaurants Owners
~ Association of Ethiopia ........... member,

h) President of Hotel Professional Association

PERINIODIA o e it et member,
i) President of Tourism  Professionals
Association of Ethiopia......... member;
j) President of the Ethiopian Chamber of
B R SRy R member;
k) representative of the Ethiopian Orthodox
Tewemngo T hch s member;
1) representative of the Ethiopian Islamic
Affairs Supreme Council ........... member;
m) representative of the Ethiopian Catholic
R I member;
n) representative of the Evangelical Churches
Fellowship of Ethiopia ........... member,
0) representative of the Ethiopian Evangelical
Church Mekanyesus ............ member;

p) private investors and renowned personalities
appointed by the Chairperson ...............

q) Director General of the Organization ......
........................................... secretary.

2/ Notwithstanding sub-article (1) of this Article,
the Council may allow other federal and regional
authorities and professionals that provide expert
opinions to attend its meetings, as required.

Powers and Duties of the Council
The Council shall have the powers and duties to:

1/ provide leadership and set directions for the
country’s tourist destinations development and
tourism marketing initiatives;

2/ give the necessary - instructions to concerned
bodies to rcmotve major impediments and
critical ch,'illenges to the tourism sector
development, and ensure their implementation;
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3/ provide the necessary direction to ascertain
collaboration and synergy among various
institutions for successful implementation of
tourism development and marketing initiatives;

4/ set directions on strategic matters that the
Organization shall pursue.

Meetings of the Council

1/ The Council-shall meet once every six months;
provided, however, that it may meet at any time
at the call of the Chairperson or the Deputy
Chairperson, as required.

2/ The presence of more than half of the members
of the Council shall constitute quorum.

3/ The Council shall pass decisions through
majority votes; and in case of a tie, the
Chairperson shall have a casting vote.

4/ Without prejudice to the provisions of this
Article, the Council may adopt its own rules of
procedures.

PART THREE

THE ETHIOPIAN TOURISM ORGANIZATION

Establishment

1/ The  Ethiopian Tourism  Organization
(hereinafter the “Organization”) is hereby
established as an autonomous federal
government organ having its own legal
personality.

2/ The Organization shall be accountable to the
Ministry.

Head Office
The Organization shall have its head office in Addis

Ababa and may have branch offices elsewhere, as
may be necessary.

Objective of the Organization

The objective of the Organization shall be to
enhance benefits of tourism based on potentials of
the country’s natural, historic, cultural and other
attractions in a sustainable and globally competitive
manner, and by mobilizing and providing leadership
to tourism sector actors and stakeholders towards
tourism destinations and marketing development.
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11.

Poers and Duties of the Organization

The Organization shall have the powers and duties
to:

1/ function as secretariat of the Council;

2/ promote the country’s tourism resources
domestically and abroad by organizing and
coordinating tourism marketing initiatives of
the various stakeholders;

3/ set up, coordinate and direct gateways in-
country tourism attractions and facilities
information centres;

4/ originate and put into effect tourism attraction,
product and service brands and update them
timely;

5/ identify, collect, analyze, organize and
communicate data and study types suitable for
conducting marketing operations;

6/ facilitate the addressing of training needs by
assessing tourism development and marketing
service gap;

7/ establish collaboration and partnership with
tourism actors;

8/ identify existing and new tourist destinations
development gaps and facilitate their
development, and promote the participation of
the private sector in the development of same;

9/ conduct studies and research that enable its
objectives to attain the desired goals;

10/ formulate and implement frameworks to forge
cooperation among regional tourism organs;

11/ establish alliance with overseas similar
institutions;

12/ own property, enter into contracts, sue and be
sued in its own name;

13/ carry out other related activities necessary for
the attainment of its objective.

/

Structure of the Organization
The Organization shall have:

v a Tourism Board (hereinafter the “Board”);

2/ a Director General, and Deputy Director
Generals as deemed necessary, to be appointed
by the government; and

3/ the necessary staff.
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12.

Members of the Board

Members of the Board, including the Chairperson, shall
be drawn from the relevant government organs and the
private sector, and be appointed by the government.
Their number shal! be determined as necessary.

Powers and Duties of the Board

The Board shall have the powers and duties to:

1/ oversee that tourism development and tourism
marketing activities are carried out by the
Organization to uphold the country’s image and
sustainable competitiveness;

2/ provide guidance for scrutinizing tourist
destination development initiatives and for
extending tourism alternatives;

3/ identify suitable ways necessary for backing

 sustainable tourism development and marketing
operations and follow up their realization;

4/ oversee the overall operations of the
Organization; review and approve the
Organization’s work programs and budgets prior
to their submission to the Ministry; and evaluate
performance of the Organization,

5/ approve the Organizaiion’s
directives;

6/ set up various committees as necessary.

operational

Meetings of the Board

1/ The Board shall meet oncé a month; provided,
however, that it may meet at any time at the call
of the Chairperson, as required.

2/ The presence of more than half of the members
of the Board shall constitute quorum.

3/ The Board shall pass decisions through majority
votes; in case of a tie, the Chairperson shall have
a casting vote.

4/ Without prejudice to the provisions of this
Article, the Board may adopt its own rules of
procedures.

Powers and Duties of the Director General

1/ The Director General shall be the chief
exccutive officer of the Organization and shall,
subject to general directions of the Board, direct
and administer the activities of the Organization.

2/ Without prejudice to the generality of sub-
article (1) of this Article, the Director General
shall:

a) exercise the powers and duties of the
Organization specified under Article 10 of
this Regulation;
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b) employ and administer employees engaged
in support services of the Organization in
accordance with the federal civil service
laws and, in the case of professionals
engaged in the core functions of the
Organization, in accordance with directives
approved by the government following the
basic principles of the federal civil service
laws;

¢) prepare and, upon approval by the Board,
submit to the Ministry the annual work
programs and budgets of the Organization,
and implement same upon approval,

d) effect payments in accordance with the
approved budget and work program of the
Organization;

e) represent the Organization in its dealings
with third parties;

f) prepare and submit to the Ministry the

performance and financial reports of the
Organization.

3/ The Director General may delegate part of his
powers and duties to other officers and
employees of the Organization to the extent
necessary for the efficient performance of the
activities of the Organization.

Budget

The Organization’s budget shall be allocated by the
government.

16.

17. Books of Accounts

1/ The Organization shall keep complete and
accurate books of accounts.

2/ The books of accounts and financial documents
of the Organization shall be audited annually by
the Auditor General or an Auditor assigned by

him.
18. Effective Date

This Regulation shall enter into force on the date of
their publication in the Federal Negarit Gazette.

Done at Addis Ababa, this 27" day of August, 2013

HAILEMARIAM DESSALEGN
PRIME MINISTER OF THE FEDERAL DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA
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