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Council of Ministers Regulation No. 392 /2016

NCIL OF MINISTERS REGULATION
PROVIDE FOR MMERCIAL
ISTRATION AND LICENSIN

This Regulation is issued by the Council of
Ministers pursuant to Article 5 of the Definition of
Powers and Duties of the Executive Organs of the

T
RE

Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia
Proclamation No. 916/2015 and Article 52(1) of the
Commercial Registration and Licensing
Proclamation 980/2016.
PART ONE
GENERAL
1. Short Title
This Regulation may be cited as the
“Commercial Registration and Licensing
Council of Ministers Regulation  No.
392/2016”.
2. Definitions
In this Regulation:
1/ “Proclamation” means the Commercial

Registration and Licensing Proclamation
980/2016;

2/ the definitions provided for under Article 2
of the Proclamation shall apply.
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PART TWO

REQUIREMENTS FOR REGISTRATION,
AMENDMENT, SUBSTITUTION AND
CANCELIATION OF NAME OF BUSINESS
AND TRADE NAME

3. Reaistration of Sole Proprietor

Application to obtain trade name for sole
proprietor shall be submitted by filling the
particulars specified under Article 14 (1) of the
Proclamation.

4 : N E :

.

1/ Application for registration of business
name of a business organization shall be
submitted by attaching the following
documents with the application form:

a) original and necessary copies of valid
identity card or passport of one of the
member chosen to register the name of
the business organization;

b) the draft articles and memorandum of
association;

c) three alternate names for the business
organization.

2/ If the registering body upon examination
finds that the three proposed names are
already taken by other business organization
the applicant shall present other alternative
names.

5. Tr Name Reqistration Certifi
Application for issuance of a certificate of trade
name shall be submitted by attaching the

following documents with the application form:

1/ original and necessary copies of valid
identity card or passport of the applicant;

2/ two passport size photographs taken within
six months, which shows the clear identity
of the applicant;

3/ where the application is submitted by an
attorney; original and copy of power of
attorney given by all of the founders, copies
of valid identity card or passport of the
attorney and the manager;

4/ copy of certificate of commercial
registration and valid business license;
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8. ncell

5/ letter of confirmation from the local
administration that the trade name has been
in use for long period of time.

6. titut rtifi fTr

Application for substitute certificate of trade
name shall be submitted by attaching the
following documents with the application form:

1/ original and necessary copies of valid
identity card or passport of the applicant;

2/ two passport size photographs taken within
six months, which shows the clear identity
of the applicant;

3/ where the application is submitted by an
attorney; original and copy of power of
attorney, original and necessary copies of
valid identity card or passport of the
attorney and the manager;

4/ the damaged certificate of trade name;

5/ evidence issued from appropriate organ, if
the certificate of trade name cwas lost.

7. Requirements for Amending Trade Name
ifi
Application for amendment of certificate of

trade name shall be submitted by attaching the
following documents with the application form:

1/ two passport size photographs taken within
six months, which shows the clear identity
of the applicant;

2/ where the application is submitted by an
attorney; original and copy of power of
attorney, original and necessary copies of
valid identity card or passport of the
attorney and the manager;

3/ original and copy of valid business license;

4/ when a request is made to amend trade
name of a Dbusiness organization,
authenticated minutes and proof of
declaration on a newspaper with wider
circulation.

ion of Trade Nam rtifi
Applicant for cancellation of certificate of trade
name shall be submitted by attaching the

following documents with the application form:

1/ two passport size photographs taken within
six months, which shows the clear identity
of the applicant;
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9.

2/ where the application is submitted by an
attorney; original and copy of power of
attorney, original and necessary copies of
valid identity card or passport of the
attorney and the manager;

3/ certificate of trade name registration;

4/ original and copy of valid business license;

Requirements for Commercial Registration
of Sole Proprietor

1/ Application for commercial registration of
sole proprietor shall be submitted by
attaching the following documents with the
application form:

a) two passport size photographs taken
within six months, which shows the clear
identity of the applicant;

b) original and necessary copies of valid
identity card or passport of the applicant;

c) confirmation of address of the head
office and branch offices of the business,
if any; and

(1) the title deed, if the house used for
business is owned by the applicant;
or

(2) a valid and authenticated lease
agreement, if the house used for
business is leased by the applicant
from another lessor or lease
agreement document issued by
appropriate government body if the
house used is owned by the
Government;

(3) written confirmation letter of
address issued by the local
administration, if one of the
evidences stated under paragraph (a)
or (b) of this sub-article could not be
produced;

d) capital allocated for the business
activity;

e) certificate of Tax Identification Number
(TIN);

f) where the applicant is a foreign investor
in addition to specified on this Article
his investment license, and address of
the branch office, if any;
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2/ Obtaining certificate of registration of sole
proprietor via proxy is prohibited.

10. Certificate of Commercial Registration of
hi L Pri imited .
Application for certificate of commercial
registration for partnerships and private limited
companies shall be submitted by attaching the
following documents with the application form:

1/ original and necessary copies of valid
identity card or passport of the manager;

2/ two passport size photographs taken within
six months, which shows the clear identity
of the manager;

3/ where the applicant is a business
organization under formation original or
attested copy of the power of attorney
document signed by all founders;

4/ original and copies of memorandum and
articles of association of the business
organization authenticated by  the
appropriate organ;

5/ where the applicant is a foreign individual
his investment license issued by the
pertinent body, valid original and necessary
copies of passport of the individual,

6/ where a foreign body corporate is member
of a partnership or private limited company:

a) certificate of incorporation issued at the
country of formation;

b) a notarized minutes of resolution, letter
or other similar decision passed pursuant
to the laws of country of formation to
join the business organization;

c) investment license;

d) branch office address, where the
business organization to be incorporated
under this sub-article and under sub-
article (5) of this Article is to open
branch offices;

7/ statement of the principal business address
of applicant and branch offices, if any; and:

a) the title deed, if the house used for
business is owned by the applicant; or
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b) a wvalid and authenticated lease
agreement, if the house used for business
is leased by the applicant from another
lessor or lease agreement document
issued by appropriate government body
if the house used is owned by the
Government;

c) written confirmation letter of address
issued by the local administration, if one
of the evidences stated under paragraph
(a) or (b) of this sub-article could not be
produced;

8/ where there is contribution in kind, a signed
statement by the applicant showing that the
contribution he made is to be transferred to
the partnership or private limited company

within a year after registration is made;

9/ where there is contribution of intellectual
property, minute or similar document

authenticated by a notary;

10/certificate of Tax ldentification Number
(TIN).

11. Certificate of Commercial Registration of

har mpan

Applicant  for certificate of commercial
registration of Share Company shall be
submitted by attaching the following
documents with the application form:

1/ original and necessary copies of valid
identity card or passport of the manager;

2/ two passport size photographs taken within
six months, which shows the clear identity
of the manager of the share company;

3/ where the application is submitted by an
attorney; original and copy of power of
attorney given by all of the founders,
photocopies of valid identity card or

passport of the attorney and the manager;

4/ where the share company is under the
process of formation, an original and
attested copy of the power of attorney
document signed by all founders;

5/ duly authenticated original and copies of
memorandum and articles of association of

the share company;
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7/

8/

9/

where a foreign individual is member of the
share company his investment license issued
by the pertinent body,original and necessary
copies of his valid passport;

where a foreign body corporate is member
of the share company:

a) its certificate of incorporation issued at
the country of formation;

b) a notarized minutes of resolution, letter
or other similar decision passed pursuant
to the laws of country of formation and
Ethiopia to join the share company under
formation;

c) investment license;

d) branch address, where the business
organization to be incorporated under
this sub-article and under sub-article (6)
is to open branch offices;

statement of the principal business address
of applicant and branch offices, if any; and:

a) the title deed, if the house used for
business is owned by the applicant; or

b) a wvalid and authenticated lease
agreement, if the house used for business
is leased by the applicant from another
lessor or lease agreement document
issued by appropriate government body
if the house used is owned by the
Government;

c) written confirmation letter of address
issued by the local administration, if one
of the evidences stated under paragraph
(a) or (b) of this sub-article could not be
produced;

a bank statement showing that at least one
fourth of the par value of the subscribed
shares of the company is deposited in a
blocked account;

10/where there is contribution of intellectual

property, a minute or other similar

document authenticated by a notary;

11/certificate of Tax ldentification Number

(TIN).
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Application for certificate of commercial
registration of Federal or Regional Public
Enterprise shall be submitted by attaching the
following documents with the application form:

1/ the law of its establishment;

2/ the letter of appointment of the manager;

3/ original and necessary copies of valid
identity card or passport of the manager;

4/ where application is submitted by an
attorney; original and copy of power of
attorney, original and necessary copies of
identity card or passport of the attorney and
the manager;

5/ two passport size photographs taken within
six months, which shows the clear identity
of the manager;

6/ statement of the principal business address
of the public enterprise and branch offices,
if any; and:

a) the title deed, if the house used for
business is owned by the applicant; or

b) a wvalid and authenticated lease
agreement, if the house used for business
is leased by the applicant from another
lessor or lease agreement document
issued by appropriate government body
if the house used is owned by the
Government;

¢) written confirmation letter of address
issued by the local administration, if one
of the evidences stated under paragraph
(a) or (b) of this sub-article could not be
produced;

7/ Certificate of Tax Identification Number
(TIN).

Representative

1/ Application for Special Certificate of
Commercial  Representative shall  be

submitted by attaching the following
documents with the application form:

13.

a) original and necessary copies of valid
identity card or passport of the
representative;
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b)

d)

€)

f)

9)

h)

two passport size photographs taken
within six months, which shows the clear
identity of the representative;

where the application is submitted by an
attorney; original and copy of power of
attorney given by the principal business
person, original and necessary copies of

identity card or passport of the
representative and the principal;
proof of registration and legal

personality of the principal business
organization in the country of its
formation or in the country of operation;

confirmation of bank that minimum of
USD 100,000 (One Hundred Thousands)
is deposited in the name of the
representative for the operation and
salary of the budget year;

an authenticated proof of appointment of
the representative by the principal
business person as its commercial
representative;

statement of the principal business
address of the representative applicant
and branch offices, if any; and:

a) the title deed, if the house used for
business is owned by the applicant;
or

b) a valid and authenticated lease
agreement, if the house used for
business is leased by the applicant
from another lessor or lease
agreement document issued by
appropriate government body if the
house wused is owned by the
Government;

c) written confirmation letter of
address issued by the local
administration, if one of the
evidences stated under paragraph (a)
or (b) of this sub-article could not be
produced;

where the principal is a business
organization, in addition to requirements
specified under paragraph (a) to (g) of
sub-article (1) of this Article, its original
copies of memorandum and article of
association or similar  documents
notarized by legal authorized body in
Ethiopia;
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14.

15.

i) Certificate of Tax Identification Number
(TIN).

2/ Obtaining special certificate of commercial
representative via proxy registration is
prohibited.

International Business Organizations that | Bid

Application for certificate of commercial

registration ~ of international business
organizations that enter upon winning
International Bid shall be submitted by

attaching the following documents with the
application form:

1/ original and necessary copies of valid
passport of the manager;

2/ two passport size photographs taken within
six months, which shows the clear identity
of the manager;

3/ where application is submitted by an
attorney; original and copy of power of
attorney, original and necessary copies of
identity card or passport of the attorney and
the manager;

4/ certificate of proof of legal existence of the
business organization;

5/ approved resolution minute or similar
document showing that the business
organization has decided to open branch
office in Ethiopia and assign a manager;

6/ the bid agreement from the bidding body
and a support letter of registration
requirement;

7/ document of business address;

8/ certificate of Tax Identification Number
(TIN).

Certificate of Commercial Registration of
Associations Authorized to engage in
business under other Laws

Application for certificate of commercial
registration of business organization issued
business license by other relevant government
organs on the basis of other laws shall be
submitted by attaching the following
documents with the application form:

1/ certificate of incorporation of the business
organization issued by appropriate sectoral
organ;
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i/

2/ proof of the business type, source of capital
and amount, profit utilization,administration
and management and similar matters issued
from the appropriate sectoral organ;

3/ original and necessary copies of valid
identity card or passport of the manager;

4/ two passport size photographs taken within
six months, which shows the clear identity

of the manager;

5/ where application is submitted by an
attorney; original and copy of power of
attorney, original and necessary copies of
valid identity card or passport of the
attorney and the manager;

6/ statement of the principal business address
of applicant and branch offices, if any; and:

a) the title deed, if the house used for
business is owned by the applicant; or

b) a wvalid and authenticated lease
agreement, if the house used for business
is leased by the applicant from another
lessor or lease agreement document
issued by appropriate government body
if the house used is owned by the
Government;

¢) written confirmation letter of address
issued by the local administration, if one
of the evidences stated under paragraph
(a) or (b) of this sub-article could not be
produced;

7/ certificate of Tax Identification Number
(TIN);

16. Certificate of Commercial Registration of
Sectoral Associations
Application for certificate of commercial
registration of Sectoral Associations shall be
submitted by attaching the following
documents with the application form:

1/ two passport size photographs taken within
six months, which shows the clear identity
of the manager;

2/ original and necessary copies of valid
identity card or passport of the manager;

3/ where application is submitted by an
attorney; original and copy of power of
attorney, original and necessary copies of
valid identity card or passport of the
attorney and the manager;
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4/ authenticated original copy of articles of
association;

5/ statement of the principal business address
of applicant and branch offices, if any; and:

a) the title deed, if the house used for
business is owned by the applicant; or

b) a wvalid and authenticated lease
agreement, if the house used for business
is leased by the applicant from another
lessor or lease agreement document
issued by appropriate government body
if the house used is owned by the
Government;

c) written confirmation letter of address
issued by the local administration, if one
of the evidences stated under paragraph
(a) or (b) of this sub-article could not be
produced;

6/ certificate of Tax Identification Number
(TIN).

17. Certificate of Reqistration of Branch Office
of a Foreign Chamber of Commerce
Application for certificate of registration of
branch office of a foreign chamber of

commerce shall be submitted by attaching the
following documents with the application form:

1/ written authorization to effect registration
issued by Ministry of Foreign Affairs or
embassy or chamber of commerce or from
appropriate organ of their country;

2/ certificate of incorporation of the Chamber
of Commerce or other similar document
issued by the country of incorporation;

3/ official letter issued to
appointed for the branch Chamber
Commerce to be opened,;

the manager
of

4/ two passport size photographs taken within
six months, which shows the clear identity
of the manager of the Branch Chamber of

Commerce;

5/ statement of address; if the house used for
business is leased a valid authenticated lease
agreement;

6/ certificate of Tax Identification Number
(TIN).
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18. Amendment of Certificate of Commercial
- .
Application for amendment of certificate of
commercial registration shall be submitted by
attaching the following documents with the
application form:

1/ two passport size photographs taken within
six months time, which shows clear identity
of the manager;

2/ original and necessary copies of valid
identity card or passport of the manager;

3/ where the application is submitted by an
attorney; original and copy of power of
attorney, original and necessary copies of

valid identity card or passport of the
representative and the manager;
4/ where the amendment is to the

memorandum and articles of association,
minutes of resolution of the share holders of
the business organization to make the
amendment; the minutes of resolution of the
share holders of the business organization; if
the amendment is in relation to capital and
address of the organization

5/ investment license, if the amendment allows
membership of foreign individual in
business organization already established;

6/ where a new member is a business
organization its original copies of
memorandum and article of association,
certificate of incorporation or similar
document, a notarized minutes of resolution
or letter of its decision by legally authorized
body in Ethiopia to join the business
organization passed by its authorized organ,
if it is a foreign company, investment
license or authorization letter issued to buy
shares of an existing company;

7/ if the amendment is for change of address of
a sole proprietor, evidence verifying such
change.

19. Substitute

Registration

Application for substitute certificate of
commercial registration shall be submitted by
attaching the following documents with the
application form:

Certificate _of Commercial

1/ two passport size photographs taken within
six months time,which shows clear identity
of the manager ;
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2/ original and necessary copies of valid
identity card or passport of the manager;

3/ where the application is submitted by an
attorney; original and copy of power of
attorney, original and necessary copies of
valid identity card or passport of the
representative and the manager;

4/ the damaged certificate of commercial
registration;

5/ evidence issued from appropriate organ if
the certificate of commercial registration is
lost.

20. Substitute Commercial Registration Certificate

of Commercial Representative
Application ~ for  substitute ~ commercial
registration certificate of a commercial

representative shall be submitted by attaching
the following documents with the application
form:

1/ two passport size photographs taken within
six months time,which shows clear identity
of the representative ;

2/ original and necessary copies of valid
identity card or passport of the
representative;

3/ where the application is submitted by an
attorney; original and copy of power of
attorney, original and necessary copies of
valid identity card or passport of the
representative and the manager;

4/ the damaged commercial registration
certificate of the commercial representative;

5/ evidence issued by appropriate body if the
commercial registration certificate of the
commercial representative is lost.

21. Cancellation of Commercial Reqistration

Certificate

Application for cancellation of commercial
registration certificate shall be submitted by
attaching the following documents with the
application form:

1/ original and necessary copies of valid
identity card or passport of the manager

2/ where the application is submitted by an
attorney; original and copy of power of
attorney, original and necessary copies of
valid identity card or passport of the
attorney and the manager;

3/ certificate of commercial registration;
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4/ in case of business organization, the minutes
of cancellation resolution and audit report
must be presented

5/ proof of publication of a notice of
cancellation in a widly circulated
newspapers twice within a month interval
at the expense of the applicant;

6/ evidence showing return of previously
issued business license and certificate of
trade name.

22. Cancellation of Commercial Reqistration of
Specia Certificate of Commercial
Representative

Application for cancellation of special

certificate of commercial representative of

commercial registration shall be submitted by

attaching the following documents with the

application form:

1/ original and necessary copies of valid
identity card or passport of the manager;

2/ where the application is submitted by an
attorney; original and copy of power of
attorney, original and necessary copies of
valid identity card or passport of the
representative and the manager;

3/ registration certificate of the representative;
4/ evidence showing return of previously

issued special certificate of commercial
representative.

PART THREE

BUSINESS LICENSE ISSUANCE. RENEWAL
AMENDMENT.SUBSTITUTION AND
CANCELLATION

23. Business License for Sole Proprietor

1/ Application for certificate of business
license of sole proprietor shall be submitted
by attaching the following documents with
the application form:

a) original and necessary copies of valid
identity card or passport of the manager;

b) two passport size photographs which
shows clear identity of the applicant
taken within six months time;

c) certificate of commercial registration;
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2/

d) investment license, in case of a foreign
investor;

e) statement of address if the applicant has
principal business address and branch
offices, if any, and:

(1) the title deed, if the house used for
business is owned by the applicant;
or

a valid and authenticated lease
agreement, if the house used for
business is leased by the applicant
from another lessor or lease
agreement document issued by
appropriate government body if the
house wused is owned by the
Government;

written  confirmation  letter of
address issued by the local
administration, if one of the
evidences stated under paragraph (1)
or (2) of this sub-article could not be
produced;

f) certificate of competence issued by
appropriate sector, if certificate of
competence is required for the category
of the business;

@

@)

Obtaining  business license for sole

proprietor via proxy is prohibited.

24. Business License for Partnership and Private

Limi mpani

Application for certificate of business license
for Partnership and Private Limited Companies
shall be submitted by attaching the following
documents with the application form:

1/
2/

3/

4/

certificate of commercial registration;

original and necessary copies of valid
identity card or passport of the manager or
the representative;

two passport size photographs which shows
clear identity of the manager taken within
six months time;

authenticated original copies of
memorandum and article of association of
the business organization;



2w DOLREZ

bof b 126 DM RPC T PPT IR 7 EOB 99

Federal Negarit Gazette No.3 28" October, 2016 ...... page 9396

»Y

&l hoo O Po-sp U1C BT LA 100N
avrr heroophto- Poo 70t KA P1am
PATONT oo 4.2 L “UD10 KWG P0G
TOA7CT PTo- AT ANd.A7L 12T €80T

Z/ NAChs “W0eTHS DALTE ¢todt P94
UOC o0t ADA PPT Po-ct® U1C Cch??
Ao-7 1 eam- P

V) or®2anl RIC  wDIP OGorr
CUT7 714917 (18:¢
A) N72¢ W0 o Aoeqt

o0t AYe7 A1 (h??
70N NTamo- AYA P14 1m Pa-
0% ol9° Tavqq e, 2L

) CATANT T 4P

7L MG PCITRE PoLhe T
vy PPCTMG RheE-q 7949157

ao )

7 hewAWE  PPG  PAé AL RS
PPCTINGE PN AL Pam- hUPTye
CUTT P90 PhE (-0 99L.97190):

V) a72L  Pmb0 Lt PhooAWE

Pe0 QY LAANTY T T8 @ LI

A) A7L Pl 0 haA  Oo-
gné-Po- T LHhao. CANLOT (107 L:
heDIr LI P0RP Phe-L
m.A: Pao 70t 0.+ oy
N3.mpanto o701 AhA ¢10m
PLé L mA:

Y 700 RIPA L&A Té (V) @9°

(@) hteodb-ll “MNEEPT  R1877

WPl NAFA  NALNENT KA

A, PoonHSEC AhA  PHAm

PAVG 794148,

B 7L N 4L CTmPPOT Phd- avfAl
eNP T ToN1m POLPNLAND P
heroopirteo- PANTC oo 0L PFAmM
NP VL7 P/NNC old:

ch)

PANOST? “WOC PF1& 0L 42L& P9°0hC

' ol Pt Aot av YAt PANVT @ avOL.CATE

PANAET  1INC ool T PIL e
4.PL ePanNC ol T AMo-M T herdco
YawAnF PR IC  PULOTAT onlEP
T PeH avPlAl AAVT o

&/ €790L o0 PPONC ol

¢/ P0e-  AnhPe eyt Poha  PIRA
g P L9 ITOATCT PTO- KS
ANLA 12T DT

5/ where the applicant is a foreign investor his
investment license issued by the pertinent
body, vaild original and necessary copies of
passport of the manager;

6/ where there are foreign incorporated
Partnership or Private Limited Company as
shareholder:

a) its certificate of incorporation issued at
the country of formation;

b) a notarized minutes of resolution or other
similar decision passed by the authorized
organ to join the business organization;

c) investment license;

d) branch address, where the business
organization is to open branch office;

7/ statement of address if the applicant has
principal business address and branch
offices, if any, and:

a) the title deed, if the house used for
business is owned by the applicant; or

b) a wvalid and authenticated lease
agreement, if the house used for business
is leased by the applicant from another
lessor or lease agreement document
issued by appropriate government body
if the house used is owned by the
Government;

¢) written confirmation letter of address
issued by the local administration, if one
of the evidences stated under paragraph
(a) or (b) of this sub-article could not be
produced;

8/ a certificate of competence issued by
appropriate  sector, if certificate of
competence is required for the category of
the business.

25. Requirements for Business License
Cirtificate of Share Company

Application for certificate of business license of
Share Company shall be submitted by attaching
the following documents with the application
form:

1/ certificate of commercial registration;

2/ original and necessary copies of valid
identity card or passport of the manager;
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3/

4/

5/

6/

7/

8/

two passport size photographs taken within
six months time, which shows clear identity
of the manager;

where the application is submitted by an
attorney, an authenticated power of attorney
given by all founding members and original
and copies of valid identity card or passport
of the attorney;

authenticated original copies of
memorandum and article of association of
the business organization;

if there are foreign investor as shareholder
in the Share Company, their investment
permit issued by the pertinent body, and
valid original and necessary copies of
passport

where there is foreign body corporate as
members of the Share Company:

a) its certificate of incorporation issued at
the country of formation;

b) a notarized minutes of resolution or other
similar decision passed by the authorized
organ to join the business organization;

¢) investment license

d) branch address, where the business
organization is to open branch office;

statement of address if the applicant has
principal business address and branch
offices, if any, and:

a) the title deed, if the house used for
business is owned by the applicant; or

b) a wvalid and authenticated lease
agreement, if the house used for business
is leased by the applicant from another
lessor or lease agreement document
issued by appropriate government body
if the house used is owned by the
Government;

c) written confirmation letter of address
issued by the local administration, if one
of the evidences stated under paragraph
(a) or (b) of this sub-article could not be
produced;
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26.

9/ a certificate of competence issued by
appropriate sector, if it is required for the
category of the business;

10/sample certificate of shareholding and
internal bylaws.

rtificate _of Busin License for Publi

Enterprise

Application for certificate of business license of
Public Enterprise shall be submitted by
attaching the following documents with the
application form:

1/ certificate of commercial registration;

2/ the law of its establishment;

3/ the letter of appointment of the manager;

4/ two passport size photographs which shows
clear identity of the manager taken within
six months time;

5/ original and necessary copies of valid
identity card or passport of the manager;

6/ where the application is submitted by an
attorney; original and copy of power of
attorney given by head,original and
necessary copies of valid identity card or
passport of the attorney and the manager;

7/ statement of address if the applicant has
principal business address and branch
offices, if any, and:

a) the title deed, if the house used for
business is owned by the applicant; or

b) a wvalid and authenticated lease
agreement, if the house used for business
is leased by the applicant from another
lessor or lease agreement document
issued by appropriate government body
if the house used is owned by the
Government;

c) written confirmation letter of address
issued by the local administration, if one
of the evidences stated under paragraph
(a) or (b) of this sub-article could not be
produced;

8/ a certificate of competence issued by
appropriate sector, if it is required for the
category of the business.
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Representative
Application  for special certificate for
commercial representative shall be submitted
by attaching the following documents with the
application form:
1/ certificate  of
representative;
2/ two passport size photographs taken within
six months time, which shows clear identity
of the representative;

registration  of  the

3/ original and necessary copies of valid
identity card or passport of the
representative;

4/ where application is submitted by an
attorney; original and copy of power of
attorney given by the principal, original and
necessary copies of valid identity card or
passport of the principal and the
representative;

5/ a bank confirmation for deposit of minimum
of USD 100,000 (One Hundred Thousands
United States Dollar) in domestic bank in
the name of the representative for operation
and salary expenditure for the budget year,

6/ statement of address if the applicant has
principal business address and branch
offices, if any, and:

a) the title deed, if the house used for
business is owned by the applicant; or

b) a wvalid and authenticated lease
agreement, if the house used for business
is leased by the applicant from another
lessor or lease agreement document
issued by appropriate government body
if the house used is owned by the
Government;

c) written confirmation letter of address
issued by the local administration, if one
of the evidences stated under paragraph
(@) or (b) of this sub-article could not be
produced;

7/ details explanation of the business activities
of the representative;

8/ if the applicant is a foreign national,
verification showing commitment to obtain
residence and work permit from appropriate
government body, after the issuance of
special certificate of commercial
representative.
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Application for certificate of business license
for international business organizations that
enter upon winning international bid shall be
submitted by attaching the following
documents with the application form:

1/ certificate of commercial registration;

2/ two passport size photographs which shows
clear identity of the manager taken within
six months time;

3/ original and necessary copies of passport of
the manager;

4/ notification of business address;

5/ the bid agreement from the bidding body
and a support letter of registration
requirment.

ifi E . . [ . E
. hori .
busi I I
Application for certificate of business license of
business organizations and entities issued
business license in compliance with other
relevant laws by other government organ shall
be submitted by attaching the following
documents with the application form:

29.

1/ commercial registration certificate;

2/ two Passport size photographs taken within
six months time, which shows clear identity
of the manager;

3/ original and necessary copies of valid
Residence identification card or passport of
the manager;

4/ where the application is submitted by an
attorney; original and copy of power of
attorney given by all of the founders,
original and necessary photocopies of
identification card or passport of the
attorney and the manager;

5/ statement of address if the applicant has
principal business address and branch
offices, if any, and:

a) the title deed, if the house used for
business is owned by the applicant; or
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b) a wvalid and authenticated lease
agreement, if the house used for business
is leased by the applicant from another
lessor or lease agreement document
issued by appropriate government body
if the house used is owned by the
Government;

c) written confirmation letter of address
issued by the local administration, if one
of the evidences stated under paragraph
(a) or (b) of this sub-article could not be
produced;

6/ a certificate of competence issued by
appropriate sector, if it is required for the
category of the business.

30. Renewal of Certificate of Business License

Application for renewal of certificate of

business license shall be submitted by attaching

the following documents with the application

form:

1/ tax clearance issued from the concerned
authority;

2/ audit report in case of an association;

3/ two Passport size photographs taken within
six months time, which shows clear identity
of the manager;

4/ where the application is submitted by an
attorney; original and copy of power of
attorney given by all of the founders if it is
business organization; and original and
necessary photocopies of valid identification
card or passport of the attorney and the
manager;

5/ statement of address if the applicant has
principal business address and branch
offices, if any, and:

a) the title deed, if the house used for
business is owned by the applicant; or

b) a wvalid and authenticated lease
agreement, if the house used for business
is leased by the applicant from another
lessor or lease agreement document
issued by appropriate government body
if the house used is owned by the
Government;

c) written confirmation letter of address
issued by the local administration, if one
of the evidences stated under paragraph
(a) or (b) of this sub-article could not be
produced.
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Representative

Applicant for renewal of special certificate of
commercial representative shall be submitted
by attaching the following documents with the
application form:

1/ tax clearance issued from the concerned
authority;

2/ two passport size photographs taken within
six months time, which shows clear identity
of the representative;

3/ where the application is submitted by an
attorney; original and copy of power of
attorney, and original and necessary
photocopies of identification card or
passport of the representative and the
principal; and power of attorney given by
entity if it is business organization;

4/ statement of address if the applicant has
principal business address and branch
offices, if any, and:

a) the title deed, if the house used for
business is owned by the applicant; or

b) a wvalid and authenticated lease
agreement, if the house used for business
is leased by the applicant from another
lessor or lease agreement document
issued by appropriate government body
if the house used is owned by the
Government;

c) written confirmation letter of address
issued by the local administration, if one
of the evidences stated under paragraph
(a) or (b) of this sub-article could not be
produced;

5/ a bank confirmation for having brought into
the country a minimum of USD 100,000
(One Hundred Thousands United States
Dollar) for office operation and salary
expenditure for the budget year;

6/ if the representative is a foreign national he
shall submit a renewed residence and work
permit.

32. Amendment of Business License Certificate

Application for amendment of certificate of
business license shall be submitted by attaching
the following documents with the application
form:
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33.

organization;

5/ where the new member is a juridical person
its original copies of memorandum and
article of association, certificate of
incorporation or similar document, a
notarized minutes of resolution or letter of
its decision by pertinent body in Ethiopia to
join the business organization as passed by
its authorized organ, if it is a foreign
company, an investment permit and a permit
given by the Ministry to buy the shares of
an existing company;

6/ If the sector for which amendment of
Business license is sought requires
certificate of competence, a certificate of
competence issued by the concerned body;

7/ where the application is submitted by an
attorney; original and copy of power of
attorney and original and necessary
photocopies of residence identification card

or valid passport of the attorney;

two passport size photographs taken within
six months time, which shows clear identity
of the manager.

8/

Substitute Certificate Business License

Applicant for substitute certificate of business
license shall be submitted by attaching the
following documents with the application form:

1/ the damaged Business License certificate;

2/ tax clearance from the concerned authority,
if the regular renewal period of the
certificate is not lapsed;
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3/ evidence issued from appropriate organ if
the certificate of business license was lost;

4/ two passport size photographs taken within
six months time, which shows clear identity
of the manager;

5/ where the application is submitted by an
attorney; original and copy of power of
attorney given by all of the founders,
original and necessary photocopies of valid
residence identification card or passport of
the attorney and the manager.

34. Substi ifi E ial ial
Representative
Application for substitute certificate of special
commercial representative shall be submitted
by attaching the following documents with the
application form:

1/ the damaged special certificate for

commercial representative;

2/ evidence issued from appropriate organ if
the special certificate of commercial
representative was lost;

3/ two passport size photographs taken within
six months time, which shows clear identity
of the representative;

4/ where the application is submitted by an
attorney; original and copy of power of
attorney given by all of the founders,
original and necessary photocopies of valid
residence identification card or passport of
the representative and the manager;

5/ tax clearance from the concerned authority

if the regular renewal period of the
certificate is not lapsed;
35. Cancellation of rtifi f _Busin
License

Application for cancellation of Certificate of
Business License shall be submitted by
attaching the following documents with the
application form:

1/ the previously issued business license;

2/ tax clearance to cancel the business license;

3/ valid original and necessary photocopies of
the identification card or passport of the
manager;
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4/ where the application for cancellation is
submitted by an attorney; power of attorney
authenticated by a notary;

5/ certificate of trade name registration given
for the business license.

36, llati E ial ifi [
il .
Application for the cancellation of Special
Certificate of Commercial Representative shall
be submitted by attaching the following
documents with the application form:

1/ certificate  of the

representative;

2/ tax clearance of the special commercial
representative;

3/ valid original and necessary copies of
identification card or passport of the
manager;

registration  of

4/ where the application for cancellation is
submitted by an attorney; power of attorney
authenticated by a notary.

PART FOUR
Miscellaneous Provisions

37. Special Registration Certificate of Holding
Company

A holding company shall present the following,
along with the application, to obtain special
registration certificate:

1/ a notarized certification showing the

establishment of a holding company;

2/ the valid business license of the members of
the holding company; original and
photocopy;

3/ two passport size photographs taken within
six months time, which shows clear identity
of the manager of the holding coordinator
company;

4/ original and necessary copies of valid
identification card or passport of the
manager of the holding coordinator
company.

Renewal of the Special Reqistration

Certificate of Holding Company

The holding company shall present the
following, along with the application, to renew
the special registration certificate:

38.
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1/ the valid business license of the members of
the holding company; original and
photocopy;

2/ two passport size photographs taken within
six months time, which shows clear identity
of the manager of the holding coordinator
company;

3/ original and necessary copies of valid
identification card or passport of the
manager of the holding coordinator
company;

4/ where the application is submitted by an
attorney; original and copy of power of
attorney, original and necessary photocopies
of identification card or passport of the
attorney and the manager.

39. Substitute of Special Registration Certificate
of Holding Company
The holding company shall present the

following, along with the application, to
substitute the special registration certificate:

1/ the damaged special registration certificate;

2/ evidence issued from appropriate organ if
the special registration certificate of the
holding company was lost;

3/ original and necessary copies of valid
identification card or passport of the
manager of the holding coordinator
company;

4/ two passport size photographs taken within
six months time, which shows clear identity
of the manager of the holding coordinator
company.

Amendmen f _th ial _Reaqistration
Certificate of Holding Company

The holding company shall present the
following, along with the application, to amend
the special certificate of registration:

40.

1/ a notarized minute certification in case any
of the members leave the holding company
or in case any new member joins the
holding company;

2/ special certificate of the holding company;

3/ original and necessary copies of valid
identification card or passport of the
manager of the holding coordinator
company;
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4/ two passport size photographs taken within
six months time, which shows clear identity
of the manager of the holding coordinator
company.

a1 llat] f ial ifi f
Reaistration of Holdin mpan

The holding company shall present the
following, along with the application, to cancel
special certificate of registration of holding
company:

1/ special certificate of registration of the
holding company;

2/ a notarized minute certification showing the
dissolution of the holding company;

3/ proof of notice as regards the dissolution of
the holding company published once on a
newspaper having nationwide circulation;

4/ original and necessary copies of valid
identification card or passport of the
manager of the holding coordinator
company.

42. Certificate of Commercial Reqistration of
Border Trade
Application for certificate of commercial
registration of border trade shall be submitted
by attaching the following documents with the
application form:

1/ two passport size photographs taken within
six months time which shows clear identity
of the applicant;

2/ original and necessary copies of valid
identification card or passport of the
applicant;

3/ statement of address if the applicant has
principal business address and branch
offices, if any, and:

a) the title deed, if the house used for
business is owned by the applicant; or

b) a wvalid and authenticated lease
agreement, if the house used for business
is leased by the applicant from another
lessor or lease agreement document
issued by appropriate government body
if the house used is owned by the
Government;
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c) written confirmation letter of address
issued by the local administration, if one
of the evidences stated under paragraph
(a) or (b) of this sub-article could not be

produced;
4/ notification of capital allotted for the
business;
5/ Certificate of Tax ldentification Number
(TIN).
43. Cancellation of Certificate of Commercial
] . : | |

Application for cancellation of certificate of
commercial registration for border trade shall
be submitted by attaching the following
documents with the application form:

1/ original and necessary copies of valid
identification card or valid passport of the
applicant;

2/ where the application is submitted by an
attorney; original and copy of power of
attorney, valid original and necessary
photocopies of identification card or
passport of the attorney and the manager;

3/
4/

certificate of commercial registration ;

in case of a business organization, the
resolution minutes of cancellation decision
and audit report.

44. Special Certificate of Business License of
Border Trading
Applicant for issuance of special certificate of
business license of border trading shall be
submitted by attaching the following
documents with the application form:

1/ certification from the area where the border
trade is conducted stating that the concerned
applicant is of Ethiopian nationality and a
resident;

written confirmation of authorization from

the concerned authority to engage in border
trade activity;

2/

3/ two passport size photographs taken within
six months time, which shows clear identity

of the applicant;

4/ original and necessary
identification card or
applicant;

copies of valid
passport of the

5/ Certificate of Tax ldentification Number
(TIN);
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6/ written verification issued from the area of
the business attesting the business address
of the applicant.

45. Renewal of the Special Business License
ifi : | i

Application for renewal of special business
license certificate of border trading shall be
submitted by attaching the following
documents with the application form:

1/ tax clearance issued from the concerned
authority;

2/ written support letter issued from the area of
the business authorizing the business
activity to continue;

two passport size photographs taken within
six months time, which shows clear identity
of the applicant.

3/

4/ original and necessary copies of valid
identification card or passport of the

applicant;

46. Substitute Certificate of Specjal Business
- : I -
Application for substitute certificate of special
business license for border trading shall be
submitted by attaching the following
documents with the application form:

1/ the damaged special business license

certificate for border trading;

2/ evidence issued from appropriate organ if
the special business license for border

trading was lost;

tax clearance from the concerned authority
if the substitute special business license for
border trading is sought after regular
renewal period;

47. Cancellation of the Special Certificate of
Business License of Border Trading
Applicant for cancellation of special certificate
of business license for border trading shall be
submitted by attaching the following
documents with the application form:

3/

1/ the special business license for border
trading;

2/ tax clearance document
appropriate authority;

issued from

3/ original and necessary copies of valid
identification card or passport of the
applicant.
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Application  for  special certificate  of
commercial registration of franchising shall be
submitted by attaching the following
documents with the application form:

1/ a notarized franchising contract and
authenticated original and copy of the same;

2/ a notarized registration certificate of the

franchiser;

3/ photocopy of the valid trade license of the

franchisee;

4/ two passport size photographs taken within
six months time, which shows clear identity

of the franchising manager;

5/ original and necessary copies of valid
identification card or valid passport of the

franchising manager;

6/ where the application is submitted by an
attorney; original and copy of power of
attorney, original and necessary
photocopies of valid identification card or
passport of the principal and the attorney.

49. Renewal of  Specjal  Certificate  of
. - f -

Application for renewal of special certificate of
franchising registration shall be submitted by
attaching the following documents with the
application form:

1/ special certificate of registration of
franchising;
2/ the original and copy of the valid business

license of the franchising manager;

3/ two passport size photographs taken within
six months time, which shows clear identity

of the franchising manager;

4/ original and necessary copies of valid
identification card or passport of the

franchising manager;

5/ where the application is submitted by an
attorney; original and copy of power of
attorney, original and necessary photocopies
of valid identification card or passport of the

principal and the attorney.
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substitute Certificato of 2 Special Busingss E hisi

Application for substitute certificate of special
business license of franchising shall be
submitted by attaching the following
documents with the application form:

1/ the damaged certificate of special business
license of franchising;

2/ evidence issued from appropriate organ if
the certificate of special business license of
franchising was lost;

3/ two passport size photographs taken within
six months time, which shows clear identity
of the franchising manager;

4/ where the application is submitted by an
attorney; original and copy of power of
attorney, original and necessary photocopies
of valid identification card or passport of the
principal and the attorney.

51. Cancellation of Special Certificate of
Registration of Franchising
Application for cancellation of special
certificate of registration of franchising shall be
submitted by attaching the following
documents with the application form:

1/ the approved cancellation agreement entered
between the franchiser and franchisee;

2/ special registration certificate for

franchising;

3/ where the application is submitted by an
attorney; original and copy of power of
attorney, valid original and necessary
photocopies of identity card or passport of
the attorney and the principal.

52. Types of Goods or products that

Manufacturers or  Importers May Sale
through Retail

1/ The following products or goods may be
retailed by manufacturers or importers:

a) motor powered
machineries;

b) motor powered vehicles;

manufacturing

c) office and household furniture;

d) musical instruments;
e) software;

f) bicycle;
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g) lifts and mobile escalators;

h) medical equipment;

i) chemicals used in research and
j) pitch.

2/ The following products or goods may be
retailed only by manufacturers:

a) bread and sweet food;

b) cement and ceramics products and
byproducts.

3/ The Council of Ministers may decide other
products or goods to be retailed by
manufacturers or importers based on the
nature of products or goods.

. Power to Issuance of Directive

The Ministry may issue directives for
implementation of this Regulation.

. licabl lati ,

No, regulation or customary practices,
inconsistent with this Regulation shall have
effect with respect to matters covered in this
Regulation.

. Effective Date

This Regulation shall be effective as of
September 14, 2016
HAILEMARIAM DESALEGN

PRIME MINISTER OF THE FEDERAL
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA



