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COUNCIL OF MINISTERS REGULATION NO.449/2019

COUNCIL OF MINISTERS REGULATION TO
PROVIDE FOR THE DEFINITION OF POWER, DUTY
AND ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE OF THE
IMIGRATION, NATIONALITY AND VITAL EVENTS
AGENCY

This Regulation is issued by the Council of Ministers pursuant
to Article 5, 32(12) and 34 of the Definition of Powers and
Duties of the Executive Organs of the Federal Democratic

Republic of Ethiopia Proclamation No. 1097/2018.

1. Short Title

This Regulation may be cited as the “Definition of
powers, duty and organizational structure of
Immigration, Nationality and Vital Events Agency

Council of Ministers Regulation No. 449/2019”
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2. Definition

Unless the context requires otherwise in this Regulation;

1/ “Ministry” or “Minister” means the Ministry or

Minister of Peace, respectively;

2/ “Region” means any State referred to under Article
47(1) of the

Democratic Republic of Ethiopia and includes the

Constitution of the Federal

Addis Ababa and Dire Dawa city Administrations;

3/ “vital event” means birth, marriage, divorce, death,
adoption, acknowledgement and judicial
declaration of paternity;

4/ “National Identity Card” means a card granted for
resident of Ethiopian nationality for enforcement
of rights, benefits and responsibilities provided for
Ethiopians.

5/“Foreign National of Ethiopian Origin” means a
foreign national, other than a person who forfeited
Ethiopian nationality or at least one of his parents
or grandparents or great grandparents was an
Ethiopian national;

6/ “travel document’ means a passport or other travel
document, issued by the Agency or a foreign state
recognized by the government of Ethiopia or
international or regional organization, bearing the
identity and nationality of the holder;

7 [“family member” means a spouse or dependent

child or other dependent person;

8/ “Person” means any natural or judicial person.

9/ Any expression in the masculine gender shall also

include the feminine gender.
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4. Obijectives of the Agency

Provide quality and reliable Immigration services;
establish national identity card and vital events
registration systems to support national security, law

enforcement and social and economic policies.

5. Powers and Duties of the Agency

The Agency shall have the powers and duties to:

1/ Provide immigration service to Ethiopians and

foreigners and ensure the security of the process.

2/ Provide and revoke Ethiopian  Nationality for

foreigners in accordance with law;

3/ Provide service for foreign national of Ethiopian

origin in accordance with the relevant law:

4/ Publish or cause to be published or cancel travel
documents ;

5/Assesse and propose service fee for Ethiopians and
foreigners, implement same upon approval by the
Ministry of Finance;

6/ Prepare, publish and distribute civil status certificate
for federal and regional registration organs,
collaborate and assist the appropriate regional organs
regarding distribution; ensure the proper registration
of vital events and the issuance of certificate;

7/ Prepare work procedure, action plan and utilization

of data and monitor the implementation of same;
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8/ Establish a systematic approach to protect national
security and to strengthen crime prevention services

in the public and private sectors;

9/ Provide or cause to provide the provision of
awareness creation trainings, through different

methods;

10/ Conduct surveys on the quality and coverage of
Agency’s service and forward recommendations to
resolve problems encountered in the course of

registration;

11/ Facilitate the application of information exchange
system which is supported by user friendly
technology;

12/ Organize, analyze collecte data, prepare report and

submit to the relevant organ;

13/ Organize central data base of the Agency and take
necessary precautionary measures to protect the
technology infrastructure and the data there of from

risk exposure;

14/ Forward policy ideas on systems and implement

same upon approval;

15/ Act in collaboration with the relevant federal and

regional state organs;

16/ Coordinate governmental organization, societies and
charity organizations and religious institutions to
contribute for the comprehensiveness of  the
immigration, nationality and vital events registration
and national identity card system; and, work in

collaboration with them;

17/ Prepare, publish and provide national identity card

timely and support with technology;
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18/ Ensure the registration of family members who is

under family administration;

19/ Undertake vital events registration;

20/ Own property, enter into contracts, sue and be sued

in its own name; and,

21/ Perform such other related activities as may be

required for the attainment of its objectives.

6. Organizational Structure of the Agency

The Agency shall have:

1/ a Director General and, as may be necessary, Deputy

Director Generals, to be appointed by the
Government; and

2/ the necessary staff.

7. Powers and Duties of the Agency’s Director

General
1/ The Director General shall be the chief executive
officer of the Agency and administer and control

the activities of the Agency.

2/ Without prejudice to the generality stated in sub-
article (1) of this Article, The Director General
shall:

a) exercise the powers and duties of the Agency

specified in Article 5 of this Regulation;

b) employ and administer employees of the
Agency in accordance with the basic

principles of civil service law

¢) Notwithstanding to sub article 2(b) of this
Article, employ and administer employees of
the Agency on job titles requiring special
skill, responsibility and nature in accordance
with a directive to be approved by the

Government;
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d) prepare and submit to the Ministry the action
plan, annual plan,work plan and budgets of
the Agency and implement same upon

approval;

e) effect expenditure in accordance with the
approved budget and operational program of
the Agency;

f) represent the Agency in all its dealing with
third parties;

g) Prepare and submit to the Ministry the
operational and financial reports of the Agency.

3/ If necessary for effectiveness of the work the
director general should share his duties for

deputies and other workers.

8. Powers and Duties of the Deputy Director Generals

The Deputy Director Generals shall be accountable to
the Director General of the Agencyand shall have the
following powers and duties:
1/ assist Director General in planning, organizing,
leading and coordination of activities of the
Agency;

2/ lead line the activities of the Agency to which he is
assigned to;

3/ In the absence of Director General the deputy
General Director take over the responsibility of the
Director General,

4/ Perform other activities delegated by the Director
General.

9. Budget
The

government.

Agency’s budget shall be allocated by the

10. Books of Accounts

1/ The Agency shall keep complete and accurate books of
accounts.

2/ The books of accounts and financial documents of the

Agency shall be audited annually by the Auditor

general or by an auditor designated by him.
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1/The Vital Events Registration
Establishment Council of Ministers Regulation No.
278/ 2012 is hereby repealed by this Regulation.

2/ No law or traditional practice inconsistent with the
provisions of this Regulation shall apply to matters
covered under this Regulation.

12. Effective Date
This Regulation shall enter into force on the date of

ratification by the Council of Ministers.

Done at Addis Ababa, this 18" day of March, 2019.

ABIY AHMED (DR)
PRIME MINISTER OF THE FEDERAL
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA




