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REGULATION No0.545/2024

IHE POWERS, DUTIES AND ORGANIZATION OF
THE ENVIRONMENTAI PROTECTION
AUTHORITY COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

This Regulation is issued by the Council of
Ministers pursuant to Article 59 (2) of the
Definition of Powers and Duties of Executive
Organs of the Federal Democratic Republic of
Ethiopia Proclamation No. 1263 /2021.

1.Short Title
This Regulation may be cited as the “The
Powers, Duties and Organization of the
Environmental Protection Authority Council of
Ministers Regulation N0.545/2024.

2. Definition
In this Regulation unless the context otherwise

requires:

1/“Authority” means the Environmental
Protection Authority established under Article
59 (1) of Proclamation N0.1263/2021 on the
Definition of the Powers and Duties of the
Executive orangs of the Federal Democratic
Republic of Ethiopia;
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VAC:

2/ “Environmental Protection” means the

protection of land ,water, air, climate system
and similar other environmental resources,
factors and conditions which affect the life and
development of all organisms including
human beings with a view to safeguarding the
interests of the present generations without

compromising the opportunity for the future ;

3/“Environmental Laws” means; environment

related Policies, Strategies, Proclamations,
Regulations and Directives that are currently
under implementation and that will be

promulgated in the future;

4/“Invasive Alien Species” means a plant, an

animal or microbe that is non-native to an
ecosystem, which may cause economic or
environmental harm or adversely affect human

and animal health;

5/“Ecosystem” means a complex natural or

manmade system in which living and non-

living things interact;

6/“Climate Change” means a change of climate

which is attributed directly or indirectly to
human activity that alters the composition of
the global atmosphere and which is in
addition to natural climate variability

observed over comparable time periods;

7/ “Climate Adaptation” means adjustments in

ecological, social, or economic systems in
response to actual or expected climatic

stimuli and their effects or impacts;
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8/

6/

7/

8/

9/

“Climate Mitigation” means any efforts to
reduce or prevent emission of greenhouse

gases;

“Greenhouse  Gases” means those
gaseous constituents of the atmosphere,
both natural and anthropogenic, that absorb
and retain for a long period of time and re-

emit long wave radiation to the earth;

“Carbon” means a chemical element found
in living and non-living things that creates a
gas with a nature of heat absorption when

mixed with oxygen; that results warming;

“Carbon Trade” means a carbon market
system in which payment is made for carbon

emissions reduced, removed, or avoided;

“Relevant Institution” means any Federal
or Regional Government organ entrusted by
law with a responsibility related to the
subject specified in the provisions where the

term is used;

10/ “Person” means natural or legal person;

14/ Any expression in the masculine gender

includes the feminine.

3. Head Office

The Authority shall have its head office in
Addis Ababa and may have branch offices

elsewhere, as may be necessary.
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4. Qbjective of the Authority

The objective of the Authority is to issue
environmental standards and licenses for
activities that require environmental licensing
which  foster social and economic
development in a manner that enhance the
welfare of humans and the safety of the
environment, and regulate their

implementation.

5. Powers and Duties of the Authority
The Authority shall have the powers and duties

to:

1/Propose  recommendations to relevant
institutions on environment related policies,
strategies, laws and upon approval, regulate

their implementation;

2/In consultation with relevant institutions, set

environmental standards and  regulate

compliance with those standards;

3/ Regulate the implementation of

environmental laws ;

4/ Where projects are subject to federal
licensing, execution or supervision or where
they are likely to entail inter- regional
impacts, review environmental impact study
reports of such projects and notify its
decision to the concerned licensing agency
and, as may be appropriate, audit and
regulate their implementation in accordance

conditions set out

with  the during

authorization;

5/ lIssue certificate of competence to any
person seeking to engage in consultancy
services in the areas of environment and
social impact assessment, environmental

audit and regulate the same;
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6/

7/

8/

9/

10/

11/

Notwithstanding  powers and  duties

designated to Energy Authority in
accordance with Regulations No 507/2024
issue certificate of competence to a person
seeking to engage in the importation,
exportation, transportation and storage of

industrial chemicals and regulate the same;

Issue license to any person seeking to
engage in the collection, transportation,
storage, reuse, recycling, disposal and trans-
boundary movement of hazardous waste

and regulate the same;

Issue license to any person seeking to
engage in any making or use of any
modified organism for contained use,

release into the environment, import,
export, transit, transportation and storage
and regulate the same;
In collaboration with relevant institutions,
regulate, monitor and verify the expansion

and reduction of invasive alien species;

In accordance with environmental laws,
enter any land, premise or any other place,
inspect anything and take samples as
view to

deemed necessary with a

discharging its duty and ascertaining
compliance with environmental protection
requirements; a professional who performs
this mandate is obliged to submit a letter
about being instructed to do so and to show

an identity card.

Monitor and regulate the  proper

implementation of environmental protection
issues by relevant institutions and other

stakeholders;
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12/

13/

14/

15/

16/

17/

Take part in the negotiations of

international environmental agreements;
monitor and regulate the implementation of

international environmental agreements;

In collaboration with relevant institutions,
establish a system for  payment for
environmental services or payment for

ecosystem services, and monitor and

regulate its implementation;

In cooperation with relevant institutions,

prepare or cause the preparation of

environmental — cost  benefit  analysis
formulate an accounting system to be used
in development plans and investment
programs and, as the case may be, monitor

and regulate their application;

In consultation with relevant institutions,
regulate disincentive measures are taken to
discourage practices that may hamper the
sustainable use of natural resources or the
prevention of environmental degradation or

pollution;

Shall

institutions whether they properly function

follow-up and monitor relevant
to ensure that polluting gases released into
the air in various ways do not harm the
community and the environment and take

necessary measures;

In collaboration with relevant institutions it
shall identify and control environmental,
ecological and social vulnerability and
damage caused by various development
initiatives,

and ensure necessary legal

measures are taken.
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18/

19/

20

S

21/

22

~

23/

24/

25/

Perform verification by carrying out
measurements of greenhouse gases; approve
and control the measurements made by
others. And submit report to the concerned

body.

In coordination with relevant institutions,
monitor and regulate technologies that
contribute for climate change adaptation
and mitigation are environmentally friendly

and free from any environmental impacts;

Regulate the amount of carbon stored in the

ecosystem, assure its inclusion in the
ecosystem service payment structure, and

monitor its proper implementation;

In coordination with relevant institutions,
cause the establishment of a system for the
protection and sustainable management of

wetlands;

In consultation with relevant institutions,
work to establish environmental tribunals
and courts that hear environment related

civil and criminal case;

Establish an environmental information

system that promotes efficiency in
environmental data collection, management

and use;

Prepare and avail to relevant institutions a

periodic report on the state of the

environment of the country;
In collaboration with relevant institutions,
expand formal and informal environment
and climate change education programs and
coordinate the integration of environmental
concerns in  the

protection regular

educational curricula;
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plans and projects;

27/ Own property, enter into contracts and sue
and be sued; and

28/ Carry out such other activities as are

the

necessary for fulfillment of its

objectives.

6. Qrganization of the Institute
The Authority shall have:

1/ A Director General

2/ Deputy Director Generals as may be
necessary ; and

3/ The necessary staff.

7. Powers and Duties of the Director General
1/The Director General shall be the chief

executive officer of the Authority and shall,
subject to the general direction of the
Ministry, direct and administer the activities
of the Authority.

2/ Without limiting the generality of sub-
article (1) of this Article, the Director
General shall:

a) Exercise the powers and duties of the
Authority specified under Article 5 of
this Regulation;

b) Employ and administer employees of
the Authority in accordance with the
Federal Civil Service laws;

c) Prepare the work program and budget
of the Authority and implement same
upon approval;

d)Effect expenditure in accordance with
the budget and work program approval
for the Authority;
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e) Represent the Authority in its dealings
with third parties

f) Prepare and submit to the Ministry the
performance and financial reports of
the Authority.

3/ The Director General may delegate part of

1/

2/

9.

his powers and duties to the Deputy
Director Generals and employees of the
Authority to the extent necessary for

efficient performance of the activities of

the Authority

Powers and Duti fD Dir r
General

The Deputy Director General shall:

a) Assist the Director General in planning,
organizing, directing and coordinating
the activities of the Authority; and

b) Lead the division that he is assigned;

c) Perform other activities specifically
assigned to them by the Director
General.

In the absence of the Director General, the
Deputy Director General shall, act on his
behalf; where there are more than one
Deputy Director Generals and no specific
delegation has been given by the Director
General, the Deputy Director who is senior
by appointment shall act on behalf of the

Minster.

Budget
The budget of the Authority shall be

allocated by the Government.
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10. Book of Accounts
1/ The Authority shall keep complete and

accurate books of accounts.

2/ The books accounts and financial
documents of the Authority shall be
audited annually by the Auditor General

or by an auditor assigned by him.

11. Inapplicable Provisions

Any Regulation or Custom contrary to this
Regulation shall not apply to the matters

covered under this Regulation.

12. Effective Date

This Regulation shall enter into force on the
date of their publication in the Federal

Negarit Gazzette.

Done at Addis Ababa, On this Day of
May 23" 2024.

ABIY AHMED (Dr.)

PRIME MINISTER OF THE FEDERAL

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA
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